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Winning football, sellout crowds, Big Red spirit— 
This is football Nebraska style. 

Nebraska football means success. 

The Huskers have attended 12 straight post-season 
bowl games and have been ranked in the top ten 
every year since 1970. 

No other school can claim such a record of 
consistency. 


Nebraska football means support. 

Since the second game in 1962, Memorial Stadium 
has been filled to capacity with red-clad fans. 

A total of 112 straight sellouts, an NCAA record. 
Nebraska football means an education. 

Nine starters last year earned Academic All Big 8 


Nebraska 
Football 


honors and over the past nine years, the Huskers 
own a 94% grad@ation rate. 

Nebraska football depends on the high school talent 
from around the Big Eight area to build their tradition. 
Five starters on the 1981 squad—including 
All-American candidate Dave Rimington—were 
Schoolboy Superstars as seniors in high school. 

In all, 28 prepsters from the Big Eight area (excluding 
Nebraska) have joined Nebraska’s drive toward 
athletic and educational excellence. 

This year it could be you. 

For more information on Nebraska Football— 
Contact Jerry Pettibone, Nebraska Recruiting 
Coordinator, 217 S. Stadium, Lincoln 68588. 


IF YOU THINK 

WE WERE 
WINNERS BEFORE, 
BIG EIGHT, 


YOU SHOULD SEE 
US NOW. 


Continental’s fleet now flies with winning 
service and convenient schedules. 

Next time you have to fly, go with Conti- 
nental. If you think we were winners before, you 
should see us now. a 


The Proud Bird with the Golden Tail. 


CONTINENTAL AIRLINES @ 


US.A./Canada/Mexico/Hawaii/Micronesia/ Australia/New Zealand /Fiji/Samoa/and the Orient. 
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Faye ee THE BIG EIGHT HALL OF FAME 
The seventh annual Hall of Fame ballot adds Ds The seventh annual induction of legendary Big Eight heroes. 
six more legends. The inductees are on pg. 9. 

aS SE : THE BIG8 RACE 

The Empire Strikes Back 


1981 PRE-SEASON ALL BIG EIGHT TEAM 
A poll of writers and broadcasters for the league's top talent. 


SOPHOMORE SHOWCASE 


Featuring the All-Conference Sophomore Team. 


FRESHMAN HARVEST 
Complete recruiting rosters, plus the pre-season 
All-Conference Team 


WRITERS’ POLL 
Will history repeat itself? 


1971 - THE YEAR THE BIG 8 BECAME THE SUPER 
CONFERENCE 
Bill Connors continues a tradition begun in 1972 in which all 8 head football 
coaches are consulted on the race for the championship. Connors’ insight and THE STRENGTH OF A WINNING PROGRAM 
judgment has resulted ina near perfect forecast of the winner over this period, One of the key reasons Nebraska is the only college football 
yet there has always been a surprise in the final first division finish. program fo finish in the top 10 every year since 1970 


BIG EIGHT COUNTRY 


Depth 
Analysis ‘Roster Chart Personality Recruiting 


1981 PRE-SEASON 


Oklahoma 120 
ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM Nebraska 112 


The writers and broadcasters lowa State 105 
Kansas 84 
Missouri 98 
players for the coming season. Oklahoma State 77 
page 17 Colorado 91 

Kansas State 70 


select the Big Eight's finest 


SCHOOLBOY SUPER STARS 
The top prep players in the Midlands. 


129 1980 BIG 8 CONFERENCE FOOTBALL STATISTICS 
SCHOOLBOY SUPER STARS 


The top high school 
football players in 
Mid-America. Details on 
page 122 
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4 THE BIG EIGHT 


By BILL CONNORS, Sports Editor. Tulsa World 


But Mary, Girl Friday for head coach Neil Armstrong of 

the Chicago Bears, so far has resisted the impulse .o re- 
spond to any one of those zillion inquiries her office receives 
with, “No, Coach Armstrong never walked on the moon. My boss 
only walks on water.” 

Even though Mary’s Armstrongis not related to the name-alike 
Astronaut who figured so prominently in America’s lunar space 
bonanzas, he is not chopped liver either. And, although you may 
poceve him as the dappar stoic who prowls the Sunday side- 
ines, seemingly immutable in the face of zany antics by Bear 
quarterbacks, he is more than that. 

Armstrong was a great player in his own right and, as such, is 
one of six newly elected to the Big Eight Hall of Fame. The do-it- 
all end in the Golden Era (1943-46) of Oklahoma State football, 
joins the Big Eight pantheon of herosin proud company. Anoint- 
ed along with Armstrong by Big Eight magazine’s eight-man 
board of selectors were: 

--Leon (Mule Train) Heath, the virtually unsinkable All-Big 
Seven fullback, 1948-50, who helped put Bud Wilkinson’s coach- 
ing career in orbit (only two losses in three campaigns). 

--Ralph Neely, Oklahoma’s All-America tackle (1962-64), who 
went on to become an All-pro fixture for the Dallas Cowboys, 

--Lloyd Cardwell, Nebraska’s super two-way star (1934-36) who 
became All-pro for Detroit. 

--Elmer Hackney, Kansas State’s Mr. Everything (1936-38)-- 
the all-around alete who, in a strange sense, time forgot. 

--Bob Harrison, Oklahoma’s amazing two-way superstar (1956- 
58) who can get you an argumenteven today. Was he the greatest 
center or the greatest linebacker of his collegiate time? One way 
or another, Harrison played nine years of pro football. 

The six newcomers swell the Big Eight Hall of Fame roster to 49-- 
15 Sooners, nine from Nebraska, five each from Missouri, Colo- 
rado, Kansas and Oklahoma State, three from Kansas State and 
two from lowa State. This magazine began the selection process 
in 1975. 

The ground rules are simple. Any player who represented a 
team NOW in the Big Eight is eligible, regardless of whether his 
team was a Big Eight member when he played. Case in point: 
Byron (Whizzer) White was the unanimous first Big Eight Hall of 
Fame selection although his Colorado Buffaloes did not join the 
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Mex ALBRIGHT has had it up to here about the moon. 


league until 1948--11 years after White concluded his brilliant 
career beneath the Flatirons. 

To continue: Only three players from any one school may be 
elected in any one year which may account for the fact that the 
Sooners have “only” 15 on the roster. Players are not eligible until 
10 years-after they complete their collegiate careers. 

The mechanics: Schools nominate former stars through their 
sports information directors. These nominees are passed along to 
the eight veteran observers who vote their recollections, the re- 
cord book and their consciences, Players who wind up with aggre- 
gates of two thirds of the votes are elected. 

There is reason to believe that stars have been ushered into the 
Big Eight Hall of Fame by. the same table of priorities with which 
coaches load the team charter plane--star backs first and in the 
front seats. For instance, Big Eight Hall of Fame roster now num- 
bers 20 running backs and six quarterbacks as compared, say, to 
two linebackers, two defensive backs and one noseguard. 

However, the imbalance is not as pronounced as it seems. 
Many of those running backs from the one-platoon era were 
great defensive players as well. They made All-America, though, 
on their more glamorous offensive derring-do. 

Anyhow, run your eye down the position-by-position roster 
on page ———. Who’s missing? If you have a candidate who cries 
out for admission, document his case and send your suggestion 
to Big Eight Hall Of Fame, Football Enterprises, Inc., Box 20688, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Your nominee will be submitted to the 
board of electors along with all the others. This, after all, is a 
reader's magazine. 

Armstrong's story is appealing. He came from Tishomingo, 
Okla., to Stillwater in the gloomy World War I] year of 1943 when 
colleges were struggling to keep athletic programs going in the 
face of emergency manpower drains quite understandable in 
that time of trial. 

So it was a virtually all-freshman team that coach Jim Looka- 
baugh sent against the foe--a team that had maybe 17 able bodi- 
ed players. In a day when the forward pass was highly suspect, 
Armstrong caught 118 for 1,478 yards during his career. 

A 6-foot-2, 185 pounder with 10.2 speed at 100 yards, Arm- 
strong was a barracuda-like defender, striking quickly and pur- 
suing all over the field. 

Beginning with a 19-13 upset of Arkansas in the sixth game of 


Leon Heath 
OKLAHOMA 


Elmer Hackney 
KANSAS STATE 


the seven-game season of 1943, Armstrong & Co.--you can put it 
that way becausehe called all the plays--put together 21 games 
without a collegiate defeat. The string lasted through the sea- 
sons of 1944 and 1945 until it ended abruptly with a 54-6 defeat at 
the hands of Texas in the second game of the 1946 campaign. 

Bob Fenimore (Big Eight Hall of Fame 1975) played every game 
with Armstrong and remembers him with admiration, amuse- 
ment and affection. 

“Neil didn’t just call plays that Lookabaugh sent in from the 
sideline,” said Fenimore. “He called them on his own. Neil has a 
great sense of football strategy and he had it even then. 

“What we did mostly was run. He’d give the ball to me much of 
the time unless | let him know that | was tired. I'd do that by shak- 
ing my head on the way to the huddle, because once you got in 
the huddle, nobody could talk except the guy calling the plays. 

"Well, there was this game at Arkansas when we found out we 
could trap the tackle. We kept running that play (Fenimore was 
the fullback) until finally | started shaking my head at Armstrong. 
First, he acted like he didn’t see me and finally, he just stopped 
looking at me. 

“Neil had great hands and would really go after the football. No 
telling how many passes he would have caught if we’d just had 
somebeay who could throw it to him. As it was, he had to really 
work for every pass he caught.” 

Armstrong caught 39 passes as a freshman and 424s a senior-- 
the two years when Oklahoma State’s ground game was not con- 
sistently produtive. But who was this scatter-armed passer that 
diminished Armstrong's opportunity as a receiver? 

“Well,” responded Fenimore, “it was me.” 

Armstrong may be the only member of Big Eight Hall of Fame 
who has astreet named after him. On June 13, the folks in Tisho- 
mingo had Neil Armstrong Day and Neil Armstrong is what they 
renamed the street that runs by his parents’ home. 

Cardwell, now 68 and retired in Omaha, Nebr., is a victim of the 
dark ages in record keeping before sports information directors 
became a fact of life. Nobody knows his career yardage. 

He was a big wingback in the late Dana X Bible’s single wing of- 
fense--6-foot-3, 210--who could do the 100 in 9.7 seconds and 
who was Olympic class in track (high and low hurdles, long jump 
and triple jump). He was also a talented safety in football. 

"| don't know what my yardage figures were either,” said Card- 


Lloyd Cardwell 
NEBRASKA 


Neill Armstrong 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


well. “But | remember thinking it was a bad game if| didn’t get60 
yards in about 15 carries. If you counted punt and pass intercep- 
tion returns, | guess | averaged over 100.” 

Cardwell was All-Big Six all three varsity years as well as being 
named three times to Christy Walsh’s All-America. Cardwell 
scored 20 career TDs and won the Big Six scoring title in 1936, his 
senior year. 

"| gota $275 bonus as a first round draft choice to sign with the 
Detroit Lions and when | made All-Pro in 1940, | got a raise to $375 
a game,” Cardwell remembered. "Don’ttalk about pro salaries or 
you'll make me lose my temper.” 

Henry Schulte, both football and track coach at Nebraska, said 
of the northern Kansas athlete, “I’ve seen brilliant competitors in 
my time but none as good as Cardwell.” 

Cardwell qualified for the 1936 Olympics in the triple jump but 
missed an opportunity to confront Hitler in Berlin when he pull- 
ed a muscle in the final Olympic trials in Princeton, N.). 

Maybe homogenized peanut butter did it, as some folks in- 
sist. For whatever reason, a new breed of athlete began to march 
toward college campuses in the late 1950's and early 1960's. There 
had always been the occasional giant, usually uncoordinated and 
slow afoot. Now, they came in droves--big, exquisitely coordina- 
ted and swift. Two such--Mike Montler, OT, Colorado, and John 
Zook, DE, Kansas, already had been named to Big Eight Hall of 
Fame. Welcome now Ralph Neely, 6-6, 247, with 10.6 speed at 100 
yards when he hit the Oklahoma campus. 

Line coach Bob Ward did a quick study of the big kid from 
Farmington, N.M., and opined, “He has the greatest potential of 
any lineman | have ever seen.” 

Having potential and living up to potential are two different 
things, of course, but Ward never had cause to eat his words. 
Neely was named Big Eight sophomore of the year in 1962 and did 
nothing but improve thereafter. He was All-America in 1963 and 
1964. 

Gomer Jones, who succeeded Wilkinson when Bud elected to 
go into politics in 1964, had raged up and down some great Ohio 
State lines as a player and therefore knew something about offen- 
sive line play. Gomer did not hesitate to call Neely the best in the 
Universe. 

But Neely, the solid player, had trouble with contracts. For in- 
stance, he was a second round draft choice of both Houston of 
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HALL OF FAME ROSTER 


Players named to the Big Eight Hall of Fame 
in order by position, including University re- 
presented, years lettered and year named to 
the Hall of Fame (in parenthesis): 


ENDS 


GUY CHAMBERLAIN (RB), NU, 1914-15 (1976) 
OTTO SCHNELLBACHER, KU, 1945-47 (1977) 
JOHN ZOOK*, KU, 1966-68 (1980) 
NEIL ARMSTRONG, OSU, 1943-46 (1981) 


TACKLES 


ED WEIR, NU, 1922-25 (1975) 
JIM_WEATHERALL, OU, 1949-51 (1975) 
WADE WALKER, OU, 1946-49 (1977) 
MIKE MONTLER*", CU, 1967-68 (1979) 
RALPH NEELY**, OU, 1962-64 (1981) 


GUARDS 


eB BOCK, ISU, 1936-38 (1976) 
JOE ROMIG, CU, 1959-61 _—(1976) 
PAUL (BUDDY) BURRIS, OU, 1946-48 (1976) 
BOB BROWN, NU, | 1962-64 (1977) 
J. D, ROBERTS, OU. 1946-49 (1978) 


CENTERS 


JERRY TUBBS, OU 
TOM CATLIN, OU, 
TOM NOVAK (RB), NU 1947-49 ( ) 
JOHN KOLB, OSU, 1966-68 (1980) 


QUARTERBACKS 


1954-56 (1976) 
1950-52 (1977) 


PAUL CHRISTMAN, MU. 1938-40 (1975) 
JOHN HADL, KU, 1959-61 (1976) 
DARRELL ROYAL RB), OU, 1939-41 (1978) 
JIMMY HARRIS, OU. 1954-56 (1979) 
DICK SOERGEL, OSU, 1957-59 (1979) 


RUNNING BACKS 
(Includes Tailbacks) 


BYRON (WHIZZER) WHITE#,CU, 1935-37 (1975) 
BOB FENIMORE, OSU, 1943-46 (1975) 
TOMMY McDONALD, OU, 1954-56 (1975) 
BILLY VESSELS, OU, 1950-52 (1975) 
GALE SAYERS, KU, 1962-64 (1975) 
RAY EVANS, KU, 1941-42, 1946-47 (1975) 
BOBBY REYNOLDS, NU. 1948-50 (1975) 
GEORGE SAUER, NU, 1931-33 (1976) 
BOB STEUBER, MU, 1940-42 (1976) 
SAM FRANCIS, NU, 1934-36 (1976) 
VERYL SWITZER, KSU, 1947-49 (1977) 
WALT GARRISON, OU. 1963-65 (1977) 
JOHNNY ROLAND, MU, 1962-65 (1978) 
CLENDON THOMAS, OU, 1955-57 (1979) 
STEVE OWENS, OU, 1966-69 (1980) 
BOBBY ANDERSON, CU, 1967-69 (1980) 
TOM VAUGHN, ISU, 1962-64 (1980) 
LEON HEATH, OU, 1948-50 (1981) 
LLOYD CARDWELL, NU, 1934-46 (1981) 
ELMER HACKNEY KSU, 1936-38 (1981) 


LINEBACKERS 


DAROLD JENKINS (C), MU, 1939-41 (1977) 
BOB HARRISN, OU, 1956-58 (1981) 
BOB HARRISON, OU, 1956-58 (1981) 


NOSEGUARDS 


WAYNE MEYLAN, NU 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1965-67 (1979) 


DICK ANDERSON, CU, 
ROGER WEHRLI, MU, 


1966-68 (1978) 
1965-68 (1979) 


* Defense Only. 
** Offense Only. 
# No.1 player named to the Big Eight Hall of Fame. 
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If you'd like to Know more about our water, or the old-time way we make Jack Daniel's, drop us a line. 


OF THE 2,531 CAVES in Tennessee, this one 


in Moore County is particularly prized. 


It's fed, you see, by an underground, iron- 
free spring flowing at 56° year round. Mr. 
Jack Daniel, a native of these parts, laid claim 
to the cave in 1866. And from that year 
forward, its water has been 
used to make Jack Daniel’s 


Whiskey. Of course, there je CHARCOAL 
are hundreds of caves just aS mg ay ae 
lovely. But after a sip of — ROP 
Jack Daniel’s, you’ll know b 
why this one is valued BY DROP 


so highly. 


Tennessee Whiskey * 90 Proof + Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery, 
Lem Motlow, Prop. Inc., Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop. 361), Tennessee 37352 
Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 
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More unsettled than usual at OKLAHOMA 
Thinner, greener backfield at NEBRASKA 
Super-star runner bouys hope at IOWA STATE 
New cast that’s faster, stronger at MISSOURI 

Kerwin’s return may ring the Bell for KANSAS 

Low-key running brings aid to OKLAHOMA STATE 
Armed on offense, but defense leaks at COLORADO 
Offense to soar, defense to bore at KANSAS STATE 


Or THE SURFACE, it might appear that parity has come to 
the Big Eight Conference. Consider: The leading conten- 
ders for offensive player of the year are tailbacks Dwayne 

Crutchfield of lowa State and Kerwin Bell of Kansas; KU may al- 
so have the Big Eight’s best quarterback in Frank Seurer; the 

most decorated defender is linebacker Ricky Young of Okla- 
homa State, and one of Young’s obstacles to repeating as defen- 
sive player of the year is OSU’s other linebacker, Mike Green. 

For sure, Oklahoma and Nebraska have not cornered the 1981 

market on stars. On on experience. lowa State has the Big Eight’s 
most experienced team. Or on promise. Springtime signals in 
the Rockies led to a suspicion Colorado will be significantly 
Li « improved due to its sophomore running backs. 
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Continued from previous page. 


Consider also: Oklahoma must replace its quarterback and 
defensive tackles--the pivotal factors in the Sooners’ 1980 
championship--and is still searching for halfbacks who can 
block; Nebraska must also break in a new quarterback and 
has only one established running back, and Missouri, the 
other member of last year’s big three, must replace a team. 

What all of this probably means is a wide open race. But for 
third place, not the championship. 

lowa State, Missouri and Kansas give third, fourth and fifth 
places a scrambled eggs look. Each has bowl team possibili- 
ties. Oklahoma State is less experienced but sounder, and 
Colorado may give the second division a respectable look. 

But parity has not come to the upper level. “It is still an 
Oklahoma-Nebraska league,” said Kansas State Coach Jim 
Dickey. Colorado Coach Chuck Fairbanks said, “| think these 
two are still quite a bit ahead of everyone else.” 

Oklahoma and Nebraska have more quality players, and 
fewer questions, than any of the teams chasing them. 
12 THE BIG EIGHT 


Conse quently, for the 20th consecutive season , 34th 
» time in the last 36 years the championship is likely 


~ 
| ld to remain at Norman or Lincoln and the perennial 


powers are likely to remain in the national elite. 
Oklahoma is favored to extend its champion- 
ship string to 10, mainly because Coach Barry 
Switzer has a seasoned Wishbone for Kelly . 
Phelps or Darrell Shepard to command, the 
the sophomores who dot the defense are the 
most fascinating prospects that Oklahoma 
University has recently introduced. 
Tom Osborne expects Nebraska to chall- 
a, enge by complementing its new quarterback- 
, « or quarterback if an alternating plan is used- 
with a representative line, experienced re- 
ceivers and the Big Eight’s best defense. 
Favoring Oklahoma may be tied to psy- 
chology as much as talent. The anticipat- 
ed Nebraska-Oklahoma showdown for 
an Orange Bowl ticket is Nov. 21 at Norman, 
» where the Cornhuskers have not won since 
1971. Also, it is widely felt the Sooners stole 
the championship last year when they re- 
grouped around new running backs and wait- 
ed for reinforcements on defense. The Soon- 
ers sputtered through October, were 4th in e- 
very defensive category and did not lead in any of- 
fensive category. Yet, they peaked in November 
and toppled one of Nebraska’s best teamsin Lincoln. 

It is reasoned that if the Sooners could prevail in 
1980 they should in 1981 when they ought to be better, 
when Nebraska would not be as deep and when none of 
the chasers appears as escapable as Missouri was a year ago. 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and Missouri out-scored conference 
opponents by an average of 25 points last year. Nebraska, 
which led the Big 8 in 6 of 8 offensive categories, out-classed 
its six conference victims by an average margin of 37 points. 
With each of the top three starting inexperienced quarter- 
backs, Missouri Coach Warren Powers said, “things might get 
a little tighter and be more balanced throughout the league. 
But, Oklahoma and Nebraska are still going to be up there.” 
Kansas Coach Don Fambrough, beginning his 30th year on 
the Jayhawk staff said, "I don’t think having inexperienced 
quarterbacks will take anything away from Nebraska and 
Oklahoma, because of the kind of program they have. 
"I’ve seen this same thing happen so many times. They 
always have good players in the wings, people who have 
waited two or three years to start. Sometimes you’ve never 
heard of them or forgotten them, and all of a sudden their 
time comes and they’re all-conference or All-America. 

"| think by having experienced quarterbacks, teams like 
lowa State and Kansas have a better chance to compete. But | 
don’t see anybody threatening Oklahoma and Nebraska.” 

Dickey pointed out Nebraska “did not consider (Jeff) 
Quinn a top quarterback, But they had a great year with him, 
because they surrounded him with good players. Nebraska’s 
offense (I-formation) is easier for a new quarterback than 
Oklahoma’s Wishbone. But Oklahoma also surrounds a 
quarterback with so many good players he doesn’t have to be 
a worldbeater. | am confident both Oklahoma and Nebraska 
will start a quarterback who has been in their system a few 
years and by the time we see them they will look like they 
always look.” 

No less than Osborne supported Dickey’s view by suggest- 
ing the new quarterbacks would probably be more of a handi- 
cap in Nebraska’s and Oklahoma’s quests for national honors 
than in their pursuit of the Big Eight championship. 

Oklahoma plays Southern California and Nebraska plays 
Penn State on the same day, Sept. 26. Not having a honed 
quarterback in those high stakes battles might mean defeats 


that remove the Sooners and Cornhuskers from the No. 1 
sweepstakes. Victories might also put and keep them in posi- 
tion to bid for the national championship until they face each 
other. 

"We both play arduous nonconference schedules,” 
Osborne said. “In our case, we will be at a disadvantage early 
by playing teams with experienced quarterbacks. But our 
quarterbacks will have experience when we get into our con- 
ference schedule. We expect to bea good team and compete 
for the conference championship. | say this on the assump- 
tion whoever we put out there will be decent and will be sur- 
rounded by good players. | imagine Oklahoma is in the same 
situation.” 

In addition to established quarterbacks, the Big Eight is 
short on defensive linemen and seniors. Such a combination 
usually means a shortage of All-America prospects. But there 
are six: 

Crutchfield, 1980 rushing champion; Bell, after being 
liberated from a disciplinary suspension; offensive guard 
Terry Crouch and cornerback Darrell Songy, Oklahoma, and 
a pair of marvelous centers, Brad Edelman of Missouri, selec- 
ted to most preseason All-America teams, and Dave 
Rimington of Nebraska. Nebraska coaches contend 
Rimington is better than Edelman and Nebraska’s last two All- 
America centers, Rik Bonness, 1974-75, and Tom Davis, 1977. 

Exclusive of kickers, lowa State leads in returning starters 
with 18, followed by Oklahoma, 14; Kansas State, 13; 
Nebraska, 12; Colorado, 11; Oklahoma State, nine, and 
Missouri and Kansas, eight each. Most of the experienced, 
particularly in the lines, is concentrated on offense. 

For the second straight year, there are no coaching changes 
in the Big Eight. However, six teams plan changes in their pass- 
ing attacks. Colorado will pass more; Oklahoma State will 
pass less; Missouri will pass differently; lowa State will pass 
better; Kansas and Kansas State plan to pass more and better. 

Although he called Oklahoma’s spring practice “the 
poorest” since he joined the staff in 1966, Switzer has no quar- 
rel with the Sooners’ talent. A shortage of able-bodied backs 
compelled Switzer to cancel most of Oklahoma’s 
scrimmages. This precluded Oklahoma coaches the oppor- 
tunity to see if Phelps was as impressive directing the first unit 
as they envisioned when he was under no pressure as a 
reserve and redshirt. Most of Oklahoma’s key questions were 
left unanswered. One of the few pluses was the improvement 
of Shepard, last year’s backup. Shepard and Phelps are 
scheduled to go into preseason practice rated even. 

Phelps has extraordinary speed and a flair for making big 
plays. Some expect him to rate with Oklahoma’s best Wish- 
bone operatives. If Shepard, also very fast, wins the starting 
assignment, it might mean the Sooners will be better than 
anticipated. 

“We'll be good, maybe about like we’ve been,” Switzer 
said. That is no comfort to adversaries. An average year for 
Oklahoma since 1970 produced 10.5 victories and a No. 3 
national ranking. The Sooners, who have played in five of the 
last six Orange Bowl games, have not lost more than two 
games in any of the last 10 years or finished lower than 
seventh in the season-ending polls. They should show up in 
Miami, Fla., on New Year’s night with this record intact. 

“But,” Switzer said, “we have never gone into a season think- 
ing we were so far behind. We will have to start preseason 
practice as if we didn’t even have spring practice. But we have 
talent.” 

Stanley Wilson looms as the Big Eight’s best fullback. Half- 
back Buster Rhymes, last year’s freshman breakaway 
specialist, plans to play at 220 and hopefully block better than 
he did when he was 25 pounds lighter. Oklahoma’s prolific 
runners in the Wishbone were also fine blockers--until last 
year. On the preseason agenda is a blocking shakedown for 
halfbacks. 

Oklahoma’s offensive line, with three tackles and another 


guard on Crouch’s level, is expected to be the Big Eight’s best. 
The defense has all-star veterans in nose guard Johnnie Lewis 
and Songy and terrific prospects at linebacker. The secondary 
is questionable. 

Nebraska’s quarterback ratings begin with Mark Mauer, 
little-used fifth year senior who has only average speed but is 
familiar with the system; the much faster Nate Mason; versa- 
tile Bruce Mathison, and sophomore whiz Turner Gill. “Gill is 
one of the most talented quarterbacks we have ever had,” 
Osborne said. “His lack of experience is not as much of a 
handicap as it would have been most years, since our other 
quarterbacks also lack experience. We will begin with Mauer 
as our No. 1 quarterback.” 

Will Nebraska alternate quarterbacks? “That could 
happen,” Osborne said. 

Roger Craig, sixth nationally in scoring last year with 15 
touchdowns despite being a third teamer, is expected to con- 
tinue the Cornhuskers’ tradition at tailback. “But we don’t 
have another back close to him,” Osborne said. The arrival of 
heralded junior college transfer Mike Rozier may ease this 


problem. He could alternate with Craig or play fullback, 
Osborne said. 
Nebraska expects to have its usual fine offensive line, led by 
Rimington. Eight starters, featuring end Jimmy Williams, 
return on defense. “We have 10 players on defense who have 
a lot of experience,” Osborne said. “But we are thinner every- 
where.” 
Who will lead the pack that contends for third place is a . 
guessing game with no clear choice. There is a tendency to 
think it will not be Missouri. The Tigers lost the Big Eight’s best 
class of seniors (Six all-conference honorees, including 
record-setting quarterback Phil Bradley), and some do not 
think their recent recruiting classes included suitable replace- 
ments. But Powers claims the replacements possess “more 
speed and more strength than we’ve had. The only thing they 
need to do is play.” They will have an opportunity to mature 
against Missouri’s softest non-conference schedule in a 
decade. 
Mike Hyde, the projected successor to Bradley, does not 
have his predecessor’s speed or scrambling skills but Powers 
considers him “a fine passer.” Hyde’s favorite target is 
expected to be Andy Gibler, the league’s top returning tight 
end. Edelman is the only established offensive lineman. 
The defensive line, only area where the Tigers were not 
hard hit by losses, took on an unexpected new look in spring 
practice when all three of the down linemen, each a starter 
last year, were dislodged from the starting lineup. Regardless 
of who starts, Powers thinks the defensive line “will be our 
strongest point.” 
lowa State was the team most coahces mentioned first 
when speculating about third place. Coach Donnie Duncan 
agreed the Cyclones “have the talent to be on the level with 
Missouri and Kansas--IF, we get some healing on defense.” 
Crutchfield, who burst unsuspectingly out of junior college 
to lead the Big Eight in rushing with 1,312 yards, is one of 18 
returning starters. “Experience doesn’t mean a lot if you 
return poor players,” Duncan said. "We didn’t exactly stuff 
anybody last year (When Cyclones finished sixth and were the 
only team to lose to Colorado). But we are capable of being a 
good team.” 
Duncan expects the 228-pound Crutchfield to be impro- 
ved, partly because opponents may not be able to concen- 
trate on him and ignore the threat of passing, as they did last 
year after quarterback John Quinn sustained an arm injury in 
the conference opener. With a healed Quinn and better 
receivers, opponents may have to defend more honestly 
against Crutchfield. 
Depending on surgical recoveries, lowa State’s defense 
should be anywhere from average to very good. In the 
Cyclones’ favor is a schedule that permits them to gain early 
momentum and play all of their third-place rivals at Ames. 
Kansas’ hopes of finishing third are centered on Bell, who 
set a Big Eight rushing record for freshmen by gaining 1,114 
yards last year. Bell’s unexcused absence from workouts and 
poor attitude, which he said was caused by a personal prob- 
lem and unrelated to football, prompted Fambrough to sus- 
pend the Californian the final week of spring practice. But 
when Bell responded to Fambrough’s terms for returning 
“Showing he wants to get an education and play football”, 
he was reinstated and Jayhawk optimism soared. 
With Bell, whose speed and physique are reminis- 
cient of former Oklahoma thunderbolt Greg Pruitt, in 
the lineup and complemented by his pal Seurer’s pass- 
ing, the Jayhawks could easily finish third. Like Missouri 
and lowa State, they have a schedule that will permit 
them to gain early momentum. 

A respected rival predicted Seurer “would be the 
next great quarterback in the Big Eight.” But without 
Bell, Kansas could easily slip to sixth. The Jayhawks are 
counting on newcomers to improve their defense 
and their offensive line will be inexperienced. 


Oklahoma State, the Big Eight’s most surprising team in 
1979 and most disappointing team in 1980, has less experience 
and fewer all-star prospects. Yet, third-year coach Jimmy 
Johnson said, “this will be the best team we’ve had. | have 
reservations about how successful we can be. But we will bea 
better, more physical team.” 

The Cowboys will shift offensive gears, to a run-oriented I- 
formation. Quarterback John Doerner, sidelined most of last 
year with a broken leg, will be under less of a burden in the 
new offense. The unning backs are unproven but talented. 
The line is new, but stronger than last year. The defense has a 
tender line, but improved secondary. 

Johnson drops his low-key guard when it comes to 
Young, United Press’ defensive player of the year in 1980, j 
and Green, whom OSU insiders consider on Young’s Vs 
level. “There won't be a team in the contry with two line- 
backers as good as Young and Green,” Johnson said. (9 

If the Cowboys are to improve on their record, they y 
will have to pass on the road, and do not play a con- 
ference home game until Nov. 7. 

The Big Eight had a team charge from the bottom of the 
pack into the first division each of the last three years. It was 
Kansas State in 1978, Oklahoma State in 1979 and Kansas in 
1980. 

It might be Colorado in 1981. For those who think good 
things happen every 10 years, the Buffs won the champion- 
ship in 1961 (last time Oklahoma and Nebraska were denied 
at least a piece of the title) and finished No. 3 nationally 
in 1971. 

Fairbanks cautions against expecting his third team at 
Boulder “to make that kind of a move.” But, he said, “we have 
a chance to make a big improvement.” The Buffs might havea 


Sooners behind at Lincoln and marching into a stiff wind, no one believed 
: aS ee that Oklahoma had a chance to pull out another cliff-hanger. The Huskers 
first division offense, because of quarterback Randy had ‘em on the ropes this time with only 3 minutes until the bell. 


Essington and tailback Derek Singleton, both sopomores, and Suddenly, Buster Rhymes took a pitch from Watts and ran for glory. 


a seasoned line. 

But their climb will depend on how much improvement 
they make in a defense that ranked 138th nationally and 
leaked an average of 41 points per game. 

Kansas State will be hard pressed to keep from having the 
cellar to itself. But Dickey expects the season to be more 
enjoyable, or rather less frustrating, because he thinks the 
Wildcats have improved their capacity to score. However, 
their defense appears weaker. 

Dickey coached defense throughout his apprenticeship. 
But he said, “if | had to worry about something, I’d rather 
worry about defense. It will be a welcome change. Last a 
year we could have won all but three games, because a. 
of our defense. But we couldn’t move the ball. This year 
we are in an opposite situation.” 


4 


The basis for Dickey’s offensive expectations are added 
speed at running back and wide receiver, the experience of 
his quarterback son Darrell and a line led by guard Amos 
Donaldson. 

This appears to be a bumper year for sophomores and trans- 
fers. Besides Bell, Seurer, Rhymes, Essington and Singleton, 
sophomores who figure to make impacts this 

year are: Linebackers Thomas Benson and 
Jackie Shipp and Ricky Bryan, Oklahoma; 


Aa 


DARRELL DICK: 


~~ Kansas State 


Roderick Fisher and Chris Rockins, Oklahoma State; tight 
end Dave Hestera, Colorado; defensive end Marky Alexan- 
der, Kansas; running backs Tracey Mack and George Short- 
hose and flankers Andy Hill and Curtland Thomas, Missouri; 
offensive guard Bruce Reimers, lowa State, and Gill, Nebras- 
ka, if he is not redshirted. 

Oklahoma will count on Bryan, Benson and Shipp to add 
speed and big-play ability to its defense. Whether one or both 
of the linebackers starts depends on where Mike Reilly plays. 
If Reilly remains at linebacker or moves to defensive end de- 
pends on whether Mike Weddington plays defensive end or 
moves to tight end. Weddington and No. 2 fullback Weldon 
Ledbetter were suspended in spring practice, compounding 
the puzzle that must be unraveled in preseason practice. 

First priority in this puzzle is tight end. A tight end experi- 
ment involving Paul Parker, heralded line prospect, will con- 
tinue. The second priority is settling on two units of running 
backs. Ledbetter is a possibility to start, with Wilson moving to 
halfback. Wilson isthe Sooners’ best backfield blocker. Chet 
Winters, tough but without desirable speed, goes into fall 
practice as the top rated right halfback, somewhat by default. 
Willis Mackey, Washington transfer who is behind on every- 
thing but smooth and talented, Jerome Ledbetter and a 
highly regarded class of freshmen will be given close 
inspection. 

They will run behind a line that is set except at tight end. 
Tackles Lyndle Byford, Elbert Graham and Ed Culver, guard 
Don Key and center Bill Bechtold join Crouch to comprise a 
unit that is long on size, experience and ability. 

Oklahoma’s defensive line has holes to fill at tackle. But the 
fact John Blake, Lewis’ outstanding understudy, remained at 
nose guard reflects the confidence OU coaches have in 
tackles Scott Dawson and Bryan. Returning starters Steve 
Whaley and Orlando Flanagan, who sparkled as a late season 
replacement for the injured Weddington, and perhaps 
Weddington head an experienced cast at end. 

Free safety Steve Haworth must prove his durability, strong 
safety Gary Lowell must improve and a cornerback must be 
found before the secondary has any quality beyond Songy. 

But lowa State’s Duncan, former Oklahoma assistant, noted 
most teams envied the kind of problems Oklahoma has, 
because they involve decisions on talented players. Duncan 
said, “I can’t have much sympathy for my friends at Oklahoma 
when they can’t get Paul Parker, Willis Mackey and John 
Blake into the starting lineup.” 

An indication that Nebraska’s reservoir of running backs is 
low is the Cornhusker staff’s eagerness to evaluate Rozier. But 
a reminder that a thinner Nebraska is still deeper than any 
other Big Eight team is underscored by the fact Gill and 
Rozier, for all their talents and the Cornhuskers’ backfield 
needs, will find it difficult to start. 

"We have good, experienced players in our starting line- 
up,” Osborne said. “We just don’t have the experienced 
depth we’ve had in other years.” 

This experience includes some of the Big Eight’s best 
players, such as offensive tackles Dan Hurley and Randy 
Theiss, split end Todd Brown and flanker Anthony Steels, plus 
a defensive unit that may be as good as or better than last 
year at 10 positions. “We are short at one end (where Derrie 
Nelson dominated),” Osborne said. “But we feel we are in 
good shape at the other positions.” 

Jimmy Williams should be the conference’s best defensive 
end. His brother Toby and Henry Waechter form the best pair 
of tackles, and nose guard Curt Hineline and cornerback Ric 
Lindquist rate among the Big Eight’s best at their positions. 

Duncan thinks lowa State’s defense may rate only a level 
below Nebraska’s if linebacker Joel Jenson and end Chris 
Boskey, inactive for two years after a knee injury short- 
circuited a promising career, recover from surgery. Duncan is 
counting on Jenson and thought Boskey “had the most atti- 

Continued on page 173. 


According to the 

Big 8 writers, 

Kerwin Bell and 

Buster Rhymes 

are in a dead-heat for 
Offensive Player-of-the-Year. 
Ricky Young is picked to repeat 
the same honor on defense. 


Crutchfield, who turned in two of 
the most devastating performan- 
ces by first-year runners in Big Eight Con- 
ference history, are back for encoures at 
Kansas and lowa State. Yet the contribut- 
ing writers for the Big Eight Magazine 
selected only one member of its pre- 
season All-Big Eight team backfield 
unanimously and neither Bell nor 
Crutchfield had that distinction. 
Instead they opted for Oklahoma’s 
Buster Rhymes, the sleek sophomore 
who became the game-breaker 
Oklahoma needed for its late-season 
surge to its eighth straight conference 
championship. Bell, who was named on 
95 percent of the ballots, and Rhymes 
finished in virtually a dead-heat for the 
Continued on page 19. 
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INSIDE The Blue Chips© Exclusive National Collegiate 
Recruiters Report”. The communications vehicle for high school 
athletes and The Blue Chip Bureau; from October through na- 
tional signing date. 

VOLUME !—The national outlook on Supers to watch. 
VOLUME II—The Bureau sounds off. Coaches comment on the 
national crop 

VOLUME II!|—The All-American Freshman Team plus the best 
senior performances on the high school gridiron. 
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Herschel Walker led Georgia to the National Cham- 
pionship in 1980. Buster Rhymes led Oklahoma to the 
Big 8 title and Orange Bowl victory the same year. They 
were freshmen who exploded college gridiron traditions and 

changed the course of football in the 80’s. The 1980's will be 
remembered as the Decade of the Freshmen. THE BLUE CHIPS 
IS REPORTING IT FIRST ... 6 months before all other media. 
No other publication provides an in-depth look at these yearlings 
and allows the avid sports analyst to stay one step ahead of the so- 
called "experts." How? The top 135 recruiters in America keep us 
informed about the "can't-miss prospects,” who are still in high school. A 
Verification Board of 1,200 "super sleuths” provides us with the most comp- 
rehensive network of reporters. 
The Blue Chip Bureau held its first annual convention in May and a unanimous 

vote of those attending endorsed this computerized method of search and evalua- 
tion and pledged their support. The Bureau has already identified the top 2,000 pros- 

pects for next year and will notify us of their accomplishments as the season progres- 
ses. You'll have a 50-yard line seat through signing date. 
Start with THE BLUE CHIPS magazine low the suspense and excitement as next 
and find out who the stars willbeandwhich year’s “Futures” are cut from 4000 to the 
colleges did best in recruiting. Then letus top 200. INSIDE will keep you on target, as 
take you INSIDE THE BLUE CHIPS to fol- _ recruiters see it and Follow the Blue Chips. 


THE BLUE CHIP BUREAU 


Football Advisors 
H., Allen AFC-Miami Jim Criner HFC-Boise St Gary Horton RC-Illinois Ron Marciniak AFC-Colorado Chuck Shelton HFC-Drake 


Jim Anderson AFC-S.M.U Tom Dowling HFC-Liberty Bap. Col. Wayne Howard HFC-Utah Glen Mason AFC-Ohio State Jackie Sherill HFC-Pittsburgh 
Sark Arslanian HFC-Colorado St. Dan Currey HFC-Cal. St. at LB. Rudy Hubbard HFC-Florida A&M Ron Meyer HFC-S MU Roy Shivers AFC-Nevada 

Buddy Ball RC-Arkansas Ken Dabbs RC-Texas Ken Hudgens RC-Vanderbilt Bill Meyers AFC-Notre Dame Dan Shonka RC-Kansas 

Mike Bar AFC-S.M.U Jim Dickey HFC-Kansas St Ron Hudson AFC-U.C.L.A Tony Misita RC-Mississipp! Steve Sidwell AFC-S.M.U. 

Gary Bemardi RC-Arizona Mike Dolby AFC-N. Arizona Al Jacks HFC-Clanon St Joe Morrison HFC-New Mexico Can Smith RC-Oregon 

Greg Blanche AFC-Tulane Vince Dooley HFC-Georgia Jim Johnson AFC-Notre Dame Dick Moseley DC-Colorado Steve Sprayberry AFC-S.M.U 
Donald Borchi-Kansas State Donnie Duncan HFC-lowa St Jimmy Johnson HFC-Okla. State Dennis Murphy OC-E. Michigan Jess Stiles AFC-Texas A&M 
Brian Boulac RC-Notre Dame Berry Gallup RC-Boston College Jeff Jorgenson AFC-Utah St Sam Nader RC-L.S.U Sam Story RC-Duke U. 

Mike Branon AFC-Boston College LaVell Edwards HFC-B.Y.U Lannie Julias AFC-Colorado Jim Niblack RC-Florida Doug Smith RC-Oregon 

Steve Bricky RC-Indiana State Jack Elway HFC-San Jose St Tom Keele HFC-Cal. St. Northridge Gerald O'Dell RC-lowa St Allen Stover RC-Washington 
Tommy Brasher AFC-S.M.U. Steve Endicott AFC-S.M.U Larry Kennan HFC-Lamar Rich Olson AFC-S.M.U Barry Switzer HFC-Oklahoma 
Ray Braun-Colorado Dennis Erickson OC-San Jose St. Ed Kezerian AFC-Hawaii Don Patterson RC-lowa Roger Theder HFC-California 
Dave Bright RC-N. Carolina State Vic Eumont RC-Tulane Chris Kincaid AFC-Cal. Poly. at P Chris Pella AFC-Utah St James Thomas HFC-Miss. Val. St 
Mike Church AFC-Northwestern Don Fambrough HFC-Kansas Nick Kish RC-Florida St Jerry Pettibone RC-Nebraska Craig Thorpe HFC-Idaho St 

Joe Brodsky AFC-Miami Jerry Fishbain RC-U. of Wisconsin Walter Klinker OC-Wyoming Oliver Phillips AFC-Duke Don Todd DC-Houston 

Leon Bumett AFC-Purdue Greg Gigntino RC-Rutgers Tony Knap HFC-U.N.L.V Bill Prouix AFC-Miami Dick Tomey HFC-Hawaii 

Louis Campbell RC-S.M.U Artie Giaantino AFC-Southern Cal Mike Knoll AFC-Tulsa Dennis Raetz HFC-Indiana St. Wade Tumer RC-Baylor 

Don Capers AFC-California Steve Greer RC-Georgia Larry Lacewell HFC-Arkansas St Wesley Reed RC-Mississippi St Allen Stover RC-Washington 

Jim Carlen HFC-S. Carolina Keith Gibertson OC-Utah St R. Lantz AFC-Miami Bill Rees RC-U.C.L.A Jim Sweeney HFC-Fresno State 
Charlie Cam RC-N. Carolina W.C. Gorden HFC-Jackson St Gothard Lathe RC-Maryland Pete Rielhman HFC-Weber St Billy Ware RC-Clemson 

Andrew Chandler DC-U. Ctrl. Fla) Doug Graber AFC-Wisconsin Bill Laveroni AFC-Utah St Acam Rita Jr. AFC-Hawaii Muddy Waters HFC-Michigan St. 
Norman Chow RC-B.Y.U Clem Gryska RC-Alabama Dan Leal RC-Kentucky Brad Roper RCGeorgia Tech Mike Westhoff AFC-Northwestem 
Tim Curley AFC-Penn State Bill Happel RC-Minnesota Tom Limbaugh AFC-Mississippi Al Saunders AFC-California Paul Wiggen HFC-Stanford 

Clay Cooper RC-Missouri Gary Harper RC-Alcorn State Oscar Loftin HFC-S.E. Louisiana Bill Schimek AFC-Okilahoma Gary Withrow RC-Arkansas St 
John Cooper HFC-Tulsa CT Hewgley RC-Arizona State Bob McCray AFC-Oregon H. Schnellenberger HFC-Miami Ken Woody RC-Washington St. 
Dan Coughlin AFC-Kentucky Scott Hill RC-Oklahoma Sonny McGraw RC-Florida Scott Schumann RC-Northwestern Frank Young RC-Auburn 

Dave Craigthorpe HFC-Iidaho St. —_ Kim Hilton AFC-Miami John Mackovic HFC-Wake Forest Fritz Seyferth RC-Michigan James Young HFC-Purdue 


Gene Hochevar AFC-Colorado Frank Maloney HFC-Syracuse Terry Shea AFC-Utah St. 


Continued from page 17 

Offensive Player of the Year honors. 
Crutchfield finished fourth in the race 
for that honor behind Bell, Rhymes and 
Nebraska’s Roger Craig but still edged 
Craig for a spot in the first-team back- 
field. 

In all six players from Oklahoma, five 
from Nebraska, four from Missouri and 
lowa State and two each from Kansas, 
Kansas State and Oklahoma State were 
named to the team. Colorado did not 
have a first-team selection. Missouri 
tight end Andy Gibler was the only other 
unanimous pick as the writers went 
heavily for underclassmen. All but three 
members of last year’s 23-man squad 
were seniors. This year only 12 seniors 
dot the 25-man team which was ex- 
panded to include a punter and place- 
kicker. Oklahoma State’s Ricky Young 
was forecast as the Defensive Player-of- 
the-Year. 

Bell, who nearly doubled the league’s 
old record for freshman rushing yard- 
age, sat out the Missouri and Oklahoma 
games with a foot injury or he would 
surely have erased Kansas’ single-season 
rushing record. 

More than any other player, Bell was 
responsible for the Jayhawks’ rise back 
to prominence in the Big 8 and one of 
the key reasons for its future optimism. 
But Bell, the first freshman running back 
ever to make All-Big Eight, and Jayhawk 
coach Don Fambrough had a disagree- 
ment which resulted in Bell’s dismissal 
from spring drills about the time the 
ballots were cast. Bell’s situation has 
apparently been resolved but the issue 
may have influenced some voters. 

Crutchfield’s cannonball charges 
produced a school-record 1,312 yards 
and countless terrified defensive backs. 
By late season, lowa State’s offensive 
line and quarterback had been ripped 
apart by injuries and a hobbled 
Crutchfield was the only feared Cyclone 
weapon. 

On the other hand, Rhymes didn’t 
make the starting lineup until injuries 
arose late in the year and finished third 
in rushing yardage on a team which did 
not even have a 700-yard rusher. But his 
finishing kick was Billy Sims-ish. His first 
start came against Missouri and he 
broke a 55-yard scoring run to get the 
Sooners started. He finished that game 
with 132 yards and two touchdowns and 
won the league’s Offensive Player-of- 
the-Week honors. 


Next up was Nebraska. He netted 85 
yards and set up two touchdowns, 
including the decisive one he would 
score himself with less than a minute to 
go, with bursts of 31 and 43 yards. A 
lanky 6-3 last year, Rhymes has added 20 
pounds to solidify his frame. The extra 
weight seems likely to make him a more 
punishing runner and perhaps make 
him a cross between the bullish 
Crutchfield and the elusive Bell. 

Rhymes follows a rich tradition of 
Sooner running backs but did not show 
one characteristic generally attributed 
to Oklahoma runners-he fumbled only 
once. Still Rhymes may be hard-pressed 
to match last year’s sensationalism 
because of the absence of J.C. Watts. 
The Sooners, in fact, head into fall drills 
without having firmly decided who will 
direct their offense. He will, however, 
run behind a big and experienced offen- 
sive line. 

With Phil Bradley having finally re- 
linquished his permanent position as 
the all-league quarterback, Kansas 
State’s Darrell Dickey is picked to suc- 
ceed him. Dickey showed surprising 
poise for the Wildcats and his newly- 
discovered running ability helped spice 
up a K-State offense which was badly in 
need of some pep. Cross state rival Frank 
Seurer of Kansas may challenge Dickey 
for post-season honors by season’s end. 
Gibler, a 6-4, 230-pound junior, is an 
impressive package of size, strength, 
speed and soft hands. He led the Tigers 
in receiving as a freshman and was 
second last year. But he, too, isin asitua- 
tion where the quarterback post will be 
up in the air as fall practice starts. 

Missouri's Brad Edelman, a_pre- 
season choice last year, is one of seven 
players off last year’s AP and UPI teams 
to be named to the pre-season team. 
The 6-6, 250-pound senior will be 
counted on to anchor a line which will 
be full of new faces. Nebraska’s Dan 
Hurley, a fearless 6-2 271-pounder, and 
Oklahoma’s tenacious Ed Culver, 6-3, 
260, were the choices at tackle. Guard 
spots went to Oklahoma’s 6-1, 275- 
pound Terry Crouch, who received 
some All-America recognition last year, 
and Amos Donaldson of Kansas State. 
Donaldson, 6-1, 255, was also chosen on 
last year’s pre-season team. 

Nebraska’s Todd Brown edged Rocky 
Gillis of lowa State and Ron Ingram of 
Oklahoma State for the split end spot. 
Alex Giffords of lowa State, a deadly 


field goal kicker at the end of the year, 
was tabbed as the placekicker over 
Nebraska’s Kevin Seibel. 

Young barely edged Nebraska end 
Jimmy Williams for the Defensive Player- 
of-the-Year nod. The 6-1, 217-pounder 
burst into prominence at OSU when 
John Corker was injured in the seventh 
game of Young’s freshman season. 
Corker made All-America for his abbre- 
viated season but Young impressed the 
coaches with his speed and savvy and 
continues to do so. He was UPI’s Defen- 
sive Player of the Year last season. 

The 6-3, 225-pound Williams is 
quicker than most of the league’s run- 
ning backs and probably authored as 
many big plays as any defensive lineman 
in the league, save perhaps his departed 
teammate Derrie Nelson. Fiery Mike 
Reilly, 6-3, 218-pound and one of the 
better linebackers in the league at the 
end of last season, was named to the 
team at the other end. Sooner coaches 
planned to shift Reilly to allow some 
swift young linebackers to play but the 
move has become complicated by the 
other changes it would require and may 
not come about. 

Shamus McDonough, 6-4, 272, has 
grown to Mike Stensrud proportions at 
lowa State in both physical stature and 
performance. Despite a nagging neck in- 
jury the past two seasons, McDonough 
has virtually mastered the demands of 
the tackle spot in lowa State’s four-man 
defensive line. Missouri’s Bennie Smith, 
6-3, 250, was picked at the other tackle 
although Smith’s playing time may be re- 
duced because defensive tackle is 
Missouri’s strongest position. 

Oklahoma’s Johnnie Lewis improved 
by leaps and bounds last year and was 
picked at noseguard. Lewis has grown to 
232 and now has the bulk to go with his 
outstanding quickness. Oklahoma 
State’s Mike Green, 6-2, 223, and 
Nebraska’s Steve Damkroger, 6-1, 226, 
are a pair of juniors who join Young as 
the linebackers. 

Nebraska’s Rod Lewis, 5-11, 190, and 
Oklahoma’s Darrell Songy, 6-0, 196, 
were picked at cornerback while lowa 
State’s John Arnaud, 5-11, 178, and 
Missouri’s Kevin Potter, 5-10, 183, were 
selected at safety. All four are excep- 
tional athletes and stinging tacklers. 
Kansas Bucky Scribner was also chosen. 
Scribner is among the best punters in 
the nation for both distance and 
accuracy. & 
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Offensive Team 


SE ROCKY GILLIS 
SE RON INGRAM (5-10, 168) OSU) —T 
QB FRANK SEURER (6-2, 190) KU —T 
RB ROGER CRAIG (6-1, 202) NU G 
WBANTHONY STEELS (5-8, 185) NU C 
PK KEVIN SEIBEL (6-0, 242) NU G 


END 


TODD BROWN, NU (6-0, 
171, Jr) A former prep sprint 
champion who was 4th in the 
league in receiving with 28 
catches for 416 yards and 5 
touchdowns. Sure-handed 
and owner of 4.46 speed. Re- 
ceived honorable mention 
All-Big 8 honors last season. 
Averaged 14.4 yards per 
catch and scored 1 touch- 
down on a 23-yard run, his 
only carry of the season. 


(5-9, 180) 1SU 


RANDY THEISS (6-3, 259) NU 
KARL NELSON (6-6, 270), ISU 
DAVID LAWRENCE (6-5, 240) KU 
DAVE RIMINGTON (6-2, 255) NU 
DON KEY (6-2, 250) OU 


TACKLE 


ED CULVER, OU (6-3, 260, 
Jr) Hard-working and versa- 
tile performer who has start- 
ed at both offensive tackle 
spots. A former state prep 
wrestling champion who con- 
sistently grades well. Was 
backing up All-American 
Louis Oubre in 1979 when an 
injury at the other tackle 
gave him a starting berth he 
has not relinquished. Sooner 
coaches say there may be 
better athletes playing be- 
hind him but keeps his job 
with intensity and effort. A 
classic overachiever. 


QUARTERBACK 


DARRELL DICKEY, KSU (6- 
2, 192, Jr) Completed 80 of 
168 passes for 1,004 yards 
and four touchdowns. Wide- 
ly-known as a good passer, 
Dickey developed surprising 
running skills, rushing for 
199 yards, as the Wildcats 
implemented an option run- 
ning game to go with their 
passing attack. Cutintercep- 
tions (down to 10) during 
sophomore season and work- 
ed hard to build his strength 
in off-season conditioning. . 


GUARD 


TERRY CROUCH, OU (6-1, 
275, Sr) Unanimous all-con- 
ference choice last year and 
the only Big 8 player named 
to The Sporting News All- 
America team. A strong and 
durable performer who has 
not missed a game with in- 
jury since becoming astarter 
as a sophomore. Continued 
to improve all last season. 
Moves his stocky frame ex- 
tremely well on sweeps. 


RUNNING BACK 


DWAYNE CRUTCHFIELD, 
ISU, 6-012, 229, Sr) A bruis- 
ing junior college transfer 
who gained a school record 
1,312 yards on 284 carries. 
Scored 11 touchdowns. 
Showed his durability by 
being only one of the lea- 
gue's top 6 rushers to play 
every game. Had 186 yards a- 
gainst Oklahoma. Earned 


second-team UPI All-Ameri- 
ca honors. Some observers 
were surprised he finished 
year after sustaining a leg in- 
jury. 


CENTER 


BRAD EDELMAN, MU (6-6, 
250, Sr) A powerful blocker 
and avid weight lifter who 
broke into a veteran Missouri 
lineup as a sophomore. A 
stickler for technique and de- 
tail. Tiger coaches feel he is 
one of the premier centers in 
the nation. His center snaps 
were so dependable that 
Missouri did not havea faulty 
center-quarterback ex- 
change all year. 


RUNNING BACK 


BUSTER RHYMES, OU (6-3, 
281, So) Hampered by a leg 
injury early in the year, 
Rhymes finished strong to 
wind up with 659 yards on 86 
carries, a 7.7 average. Scor- 
ed 10 touchdowns, including 
the winning six-pointer a- 
gainst Nebraska. Scored 
four of his 10 touchdowns a- 
gainst Colorado. Had three 
100-yard games. Averaged 


- 35.5 yards on eight kickoff re- 


turns. Has added 20 pounds 
since the end of last season 
and has improved blocking 
skills. 


GUARD 


AMOS DONALDSON, KSU 
(6-1, 255, Sr) A pre-season 
all-league choice by the 
coaches last year who miss- 
ed 2 games and did not make 
any post-season teams. 
Roommate of quarterback 
Darrell Dickey, the only 
other Wildcat all-league 
pick. A 3-year starter who 
was the most consistent grad- 
er among Wildcat linemen. 
Has outstanding (4.85) 
speed and uses it to excel at 
leading sweeps from his 
weakside guard spot. 


RUNNING BACK 


KERWIN BELL, KU (5-9, 180, 
So) Apparently ironed out 
differences with Jayhawk 
coaching staff and planned 
to spend the summer in Law- 
rence. Could likely make 
them forget everything with 
another year like 1980. Rush- 
ed for 1,114 yards in 228 car- 
ries despite sitting out two 
games with a foot injury. Was 
only the 14th freshman in 
NCAA history to surpass 
1,000-yard mark. Narrowly 
missed Jayhawk single sea- 
son rushing record and twice 
earned Big 8 Back-of-the- 
Week honors. 


TACKLE 


DAN HURLEY, NU (6-2, 271, 
Jr) A 2nd-team all-league 
choice last year who started 
his career as a defensive line- 
man. Very strong and aggres- 
sive. Has used Husker 
weight program to add bulk 
and has established a reputa- 
tion as an exceptional arm 
wrestler, having won a num- 
ber of tournaments. A 2-year 
starter and solid reserve as a 
sophomore. 


PLACEMENT 


‘ 


iil 


ALEX GIFFORDS, ISU (5-8, 
162, Jr) Talkative Mexico 
City native who made 7 of his 
last 8 field goal attempts last 
year and finished with 59 
points. Totalled 10 of 15 at- 
tempts for the season and hit 
29 of 30 extra points. Had a 
49-yard field goal to decide 
the lowa game and toed a52- 
yarder against Colorado. A 
58-yarder against Oklahoma 
in 1979 is his career best. 


TIGHT END 


ANDY GIBLER, MU (6-4, 


230, Jr) A 2-year standout 
who may have trouble match- 
ing his stats of the past 2 sea- 
sons as the Tigers try to re- 
place spectacular Phil Brad- 
ley at quarterback. Snared 
26 passes for 298 yards last 
year. An exceptional target 
with 4.6 speed, good streng- 
th and improved blocking 
skills. Was Missouri's top re- 
ceiver 2 years ago even 
though he didn’t become a 
starter until the 6th game. 
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SECOND TEAM 


LB MARK CARLSON (6-1, 215) ISU 
T TOBY WILLIAMS (6-3, 250) NU 
NG CURT HINELINE (6-2, 233) NU 

‘T PETE PERRY (6-5, 250) CU 

E TODD BERTSCH (6-2, 205) KU 
S MIKE KOPSKY (6-2, 202) KSU 
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Pre-Season 


ALL BIG EIGHT 


Defensive Team 


PUNTER 


BUCKY SCRIBNER, KU (6- 
0, 205, Jr) A left-footed kick- 
er who keeps Jayhawk cover- 
age team running full tilt. Fin- 
ished 6th in the nation last 
year with a 44.1 yard average 
which was KU's best in 20 
years. Had 13 punts of 50 
yards or more, including a 63- 
yarder. Excellent at spotting 
the ball. Left 24 of his 66 
punts inside opponents’ 20- 
yard line. 


E ORLANDO FLANAGAN (6-2, 204) OU 
LB WILL COKELEY (6-3, 215) KSU 

LB STEVE McWHIRTER (6-2, 188) KSU 
CB JIM MORRIS (6-2, 188) KSU 

CB RIC LUNDQUIST (5-9, 180) NU 

S CHRIS ROCKINS (6-1, 190) OSU 


LINEBACKER 


"%, 


MIKE GREEN, OSU (6-2, 
223, Jr) Might have outplay- 
ed Young for a stretch last 
season. Wound up with 138 
tackles, 4 pass interceptions 
and 2 fumble recoveries. Nar- 
rowly missed 1st-team 
honors last year. A quiet man 
who makes a lot of noise on 
the field. ls equally intensein 
practice as in a game. Shat- 
tered 3 helmets during last 
year's spring workouts. 


JIMMY WILLIAMS, NU (6-3, 
225, Sr) Unbelievably quick 
and used his 4.4 speed to nail 
opponents for 112 yards in 
losses. Was Big 8 Defensive 
Player-of-the-Week after 
OSU game when he made 11 
tackles, 4 of them for 21 
yards in losses. Also had 4 
sacks against Penn State. A 
2nd-team pick last year, Wil- 
liams was outstanding a- 
gainst Mississippi State in 
the Sun Bowl, earning Defen- 
sive - Player - of -the - Game 
honors. Younger brother 
Toby is a Husker defensive 
tackle. 


LINEBACKER 


f\ 


STEVE DAMKROGER, NU 

(6-1, 226, Jr) Followed both 

his father and brother, 

Maury, a starter on the 1971 

national championship 
team; to Nebraska. Fought 

past a veteran to earn No. 1 

strongside linebacking posi- 

tion midway through last sea- 

son and led all Husker line- 
backers with 41 unassisted 

tackles. Was in on 17 tackles’ 
against Oklahoma. 


DEFENSIVE TACKLE 


BENNIE SMITH, MU (6-3, 
250, Sr) Aggressive big-play 
artist. who cracked Miss- 
ouri’s lineup as a freshman 
noseguard. Has good quick- 
ness and makes good pene- 
tration. Had 12 tackles be- 
hind the line for 63 yards in 
losses, including 5 quarter- 
back sacks. Recovered 2 
fumbles as he teamed with 
Wendell Ray to disrupt op- 
ponents’ attacks. Has been 
occasionally slowed by in- 
juries but already has started 
in 3 bowl games. 


LINEBACKER 


RICKY YOUNG, OSU (6-1, 
217, Sr) Has already earned 
all-conference honors twice 
and was UPI's choice for De- 
fensive Player of the Year 
honors last season. A solid 
tackler with good speed, 
Young has made at least 10 
tackles in 18 of his last 20 
games. His jarring tackles 
were responsible for eight 
fumbles last year. Reads 
plays well and has penetra- 
ted well enough to cause 
more than 100 yards in loss- 
es the past 2 seasons. 


NOSEGUARD 


JOHNNIE LEWIS, OU (6-1, 
232, Sr) Has speed, strength 
and a nose for finding the 
ball. Earned Big 8 and Nation- 
al Lineman of the Week 
honors after making 14 unas- 
sisted tackles and 3 assists a- 
gainst Nebraska. Made a 
strong tackle on the final 
play of akey 4th quarter goal 
line stand against the Husk- 
ers. Made 49 solo tackles for 
the season and recovered 2 
fumbles. Raced 60 yards for 
a touchdown with a fumble 
recovery as a sophomore. 


DEFENSIVEBACK 


ROD LEWIS, NU (5-11, 190, 
Sr) Came onstrong last year 
to split time with 3-year start- 
er Andy Means. One of the 
fastest Nebraska players, 
Lewis has clocked a 4.4 and 
ran track for the Huskers. Un- 
usually tough for a track- 
type and made 23 unassisted 
tackles. Led Husker secon- 
dary with 5 passes broken 
up. Possesses good strength 
and can bench press 325 Ibs. 


DEFENSIVE TACKLE 


SHAMUS McDONOUGH, 
ISU (6-4, 272, Jr) Excels in 
technique and has the size 
and strength to control his 
position in the rare 4-3 de- 
fense. Has added 30 pounds 
over past 2 seasons. Missed 
first 6 games with a neck in- 
jury last year but was a terror 
when he returned. Had 15 un- 
assisted tackles against Ne- 
braska and 10 against Okla- 
homa. Totalled 15 tackles a- 
gainst Oklahoma State and 2 


of them were quarterback 


sacks. 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


JOHN ARNAUD, ISU (5-11, 
178, Jr) An exceptional all- 
around athlete who is easily 
the hardest hitter on the Cy- 
clone team. Has 4.5 speed 
and has high jumped 7-2. Cy- 
clone coaches say he has a 
total lack of regard for his 
body and frequently strips 
blockers on sweeps. Team- 
mates have nicknamed him 
“Land Shark" for his disrup- 
tive play on safety blitzes. 
Had 6 quarterback sacks a- 
gainst Oklahoma State. 


DEFENSIVEEND 


MIKE REILLY, OU (6-3, 218, 
Sr) A rough and tough line- 
backer last year who may be 
moved to end this fall. Reilly 
made 92 tackles despite sit- 
ting out 3 games due to a sus- 
pension. Not nearly as quick 
as some of the Sooners’ past 
linebacking standouts but 
made up for it with heady 
play and furious competitive- 
ness. Made 19 stops against 
Missouri and 22 the next 
week against Nebraska. Had 
several key solo hits to stop 
Nebraska on short yardage 
bid. 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


DARRELL SONGY, OU (6-0, 
196, Jr) Aggressive and 
tough and already picked to 
a number of pre-season All- 
America teams. Excels at run 
support but also made 3 key 
pass interceptions last year 
and broke up 6 other tosses. 
Has good speed and _ in- 
stincts. Has played both cor- 
nerback and safety and is 
utilized as the short man on 
punt returns. 
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These permanent members of the Big Eight Byron (Whizzer) White Paul Christman 
Hall of Fame represents five years’ selections. COLORADO MISSOURI 
Bob Fenimore Billy Vessels Ray Evans Bobby Reynolds Ed Weir 
OKLAHOMA STATE OKLAHOMA KANSAS NEBRASKA NEBRASKA 
Gale Sayers Jim Weatherall Tommy McDonald Guy Chamberlain Bob Steuber 
KANSAS OKLAHOMA OKLAHOMA NEBRASKA MISSOURI 
George Sauer Ed Bock Sam Francis Paul (Buddy) Burris Joe Roming 
NEBRASKA IOWA STATE NEBRASKA OKLAHOMA COLORADO 
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ASS 


John Hadl Jerry Tubbs Darold Jenkins Veryl Switzer Tom Catlin 
KANSAS OKLAHOMA MISSOURI KANSAS STATE OKLAHOMA 


Bob Brown Wade Walker Tom Novak Walt Garrison Otto Schnellbacher 
NEBRASKA OKLAHOMA NEBRASKA OKLAHOMA STATE KANSAS 
Darrell Royal Dick Anderson J. D. Roberts Johnny Roland Dick Soergel 
OKLAHOMA COLORADO OKLAHOMA MISSOURI OKLAHOMA STATE 
Roger Wehrli Wayne Meylan Jimmy Harris Clendon Thomas Mike Montler 
MISSOURI NEBRASKA OKLAHOMA OKLAHOMA COLORADO 
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takes has turned into a twin stick of dynamite for Kan- 
sas, the school that dominates this year’s Big Eight 
Sophomore Showcase with six selections. 

USC’s decision not to offer quarterback Frank Seurer a 
scholarship is “one of the greatest recruiting blunders of all 
time,” according to Bill Workman, Seurer’s coach at Edison 
High School in Huntington Beach, Calif. 

"If SC had recruited Seurer,” Workman said, “both he and 
Kerwin Bell would be playing there right now. Kerwin would 
have gone there if Frank had. They (USC) had a whole room 
full of quarterbacks and they picked someone else.” 

KU offensive coordinator John HadI still counts his bless- 
ings that USC’s cupboards were full. The situation paved the 
way for the Jayhawks’ best 1-2 offensive punch since Hadl 
lined up in the same backfield with Curtin McClinton 20 years 
ago. 

Hadl, the golden arm that passed for 33,513 yards and 244 
touchdowns in the NFL, believes Seurer has the characteris- 
tics of “a young Joe Namath.” 

Seurer’s arm, Had said, is as s.rong or stronger then Na- 
math’s. Had also likes Seurer’s quickness. Although Seurer 
didn’t set the Big Eight on fire like Bell did last year, he comple- 
ted 64 of 146 passes for 797 yards and five touchdowns. 

"He had a tremendous spring,” Had said. “He really hit the 
weights and added 10 pounds of muscle. He has the grasp of 
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O: OF SOUTHERN CAL’S biggest recruiting mis- 


By RANDY YORK, Lincoln Journal & Star 


our offense now. He can audible and hit the big pass.” 

When he does, it should keep some pressure off Bell, who 
became the first freshman in history to make first-team All- 
Big Eight when he rushed for 1,114 yards last fall. That figure 
was exceeded only by Georgia freshman Herschel Walker. In 
becoming the 14th freshman in NCAA history to rush for 
1,000 yards, Bell shattered Joe Washington’s freshman Big 
Eight rushing record by 484 yards. 

He achieved his staggering totals despite missing the Okla- 
homa game and all but eight plays of the Missouri game with a 
toe injury. 

Bell’s freshman success was almost too much too soon. He 
encountered a series of personal problems in his first experi- 
ence with spring practice. They led to skipped classes and 
missed workouts. KU Coach Don Fambrough was forced to 
suspend Bell from the team. He watched the spring game in 
street clothes and rumors started to fly. Fortunately, he got his 
act back together and Fambrough reinstated him. 

"| think getting kicked off really shocked Kerwin,” a KU 
athletic official said. “It turned his head around and bounced 
him back into reality. He made a 180-degree turnaround. It 
made him a better person and | think it’ll make him a better 
player.” 

Last fall, Bell was the football version of a workaholic. He 
had the universal respect of his teammates. He hopes to win 


OFFENSE 


TE John Chesley, 6-512, 228 OSU 
OL Greg Pemberton, 6-4, 250 KSU 
OL Scott Raridon, 6-3, 265 NU 
OL Mike Granger, 6-3, 246 OSU 
OL K.C. Brown, 6-6, 265 KU 
OL Conrad Goode, 6-7, 245 MU 
WR Irving Fryar, 6-0, 187 NU 
QB Frank Seurer, 6-2, 195 KU 
QB Turner Gill, 5-11, 185 NU 
RB Buster Rhymes, 6-3, 220 OU 
RB Kerwin Bell, 5-9, 185 KU 
RB Derek Singleton, 5-11, 182 CU 
K Bruce Kallmeyer, 5-10, 170 KU 
DEFENSE 
DE Taft Sales, 6-4, 205 MU 
DT Ricky Bryan, 6-5, 255 OU 
MG Ken Graeber, 6-1, 230 NU 
DT James Lockett, 6-4, 238 MU 
DE Marky Alexander, 6-3, 220 KU 
DE Dave Ridder, 6-2, 205 NU 
LB Thomas Benson, 6-3, 220 OU 
LB Mike Arbanas, 6-4, 228 KU 
LB Jackie Shipp, 6-3, 220 0} 8) 
CB Roderick Fisher, 5-11, 189 OSU 
CB Victor Scott, 5-11, 186 CU 
FS Chris Rockins, 5-111, 190 OSU 
P Bob Brinser, 5-11, 190 MU 


that respect back with another season of hard work and the 
lights on the marquee. 

Seurer and Bell color the honor backfield a definite Jay- 
hawk blue, but they don’t hog all the lights on the marquee. 

Oklahoma halfback George Rhymes proved “Buster, the 
man with luster” was more than a clever nickname last year. 
He rushed for 583 yards and almost seven yards a carry as a 
freshman. The stats may not knock you over like Bell’s, but 
Rhymes knocked Nebraska over -- and out of the Orange 
Bowl. His 31-yard gallop in the last two minutes of the first half 
set up Oklahoma’s second touchdown en route to a 14-10 half- 
time lead. Rhymes sounded more chimes as time ran out, reel- 
ing off a 43-yard run that set up his winning touchdown in a 21- 
17 upset. Nebraska checked Rhymes to 11 yards on his other 
eight carries, but in typical Sooner fashion, he broke the long 
gainer when Oklahoma needed it most. 

With the departure of David Overstreet, OU Coach Barry 
Switzer expects more heroics from Rhymes this fall. “He’s big- 
ger,stronger and a better player,” Switzer said. “He’s put on al- 
most 25 pounds of solid muscle. He weighs about 220 now 
and he hasn’t lost a step of his 4.47 speed.” 

Switzer admitted Rhymes “isn’t asuper back compared toa 
Billy Sims, even though Buster had a better freshman season 
than Sims. He still might develop into a super player. He’s a 
good power back.” 

Rhymes chipped a bone in his ankle and spent the last two 


weeks of spring ball in a cast. The injury, however, was not 
considered serious. 

Colorado’s Derek Singleton edged Nebraska’s Mike Rozier 
for the third running back spot on the Sophomore Showcase 
team. Rozier may be the best sophomore in the league, but 
he still has to make the transition from Coffeyville (Kan.) 
Junior College to varsity football. He’s touted as the best runn- 
ing back to come out of the JC ranks since Ron Springs went 
to Ohio State, then to the Dallas Cowboys. 

Singleton, however, rates the edge, based on proven per- 
formance. Although he missed six games with a wrist injury, 
he had a 120-yard rushing day against Oklahoma and a 109- 
yard afternoon against Kansas. “He’s going to be a great 
back,” CU assistant Gene Hochevar said, “because he can run, 
block and catch.” 

Seurer may be a young Joe Namath, but he still shares the 
quarterback spot on the honor team with Turner Gill, a young 
Jerry Tagge-Dave Humm-Vince Ferragamo all rolled into one 
at Nebraska. 

The well ran dry on Gill superlatives during a brilliant fresh- 
man season in which he led the NU junior varsity to a 5-0 
record. The Husker offense erupted like Mt. St. Helen’s, aver- 
aging more than 51 points a game. 

Gill broke Humm’s 10-year-old freshman total offense re- 
cord of 896 yards with 971 yards. He completed 34 of 52 passes 
for 669 yards, without an interception. “Turner’s the most tal- 
ented quarterback we've had in the 19 years I’ve been here,” 
Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne said. “Looking back, very few 
played as true sophomores. Even a guy like Humm was red- 
shirted.” Gill finished the spring as Nebraska’s No. 3 quarter- 
back. Familiarity with the system was the only thing holding 
him back. 

Irving Fryar, Gill’s favorite passing target, also lands a spotin 
the Sophomore Showcase as the wide receiver. The Mt. 
Holly, N.J. product broke Tim Smith’s Nebraska freshman re- 
ceiving records, snagging 16 passes for 417 yards and six touch- 
downs. Fryar is both fast and fluid. He finishéd spring drills as 
the No. 2 wingback. “Irving is the fastest player we have and 
he can make the big play,” observed NU wingback coach 
Gene Huey. “He just has to knock up the tempo a couple 
beats. Sometimes, he’s still watching instead of participating.” 

The tight end is 6-5/2, 228-pound John Chesley, the Wash- 
ington, D.C. recruit who selected Oklahoma State over Ne- 
braska, Southern Cal and North Carolina. Chesley gave the 
Big Eight the first installment of a long, tiresome look with a 12- 
catch, 118-yard freshman season. He should develop into a 
Junior Miller-type tight end because he'll be able to carry 245 
pounds over 40 yards in 4.65 seconds. He’s an intelligent re- 
ceiver and has the size to block like a tackle. 

Speaking of blocking ability, the interior offensive line in 
the Sophomore Showcase oozes with potential. Kansas 
State’s Greg Pemberton (6-4, 250), Nebraska’s Scott Rairdon 
(6-3, 265), Oklahoma State’s Mike Granver (6-3, 246), Kansas’ 
K.C. Brown (6-6, 265) and Missouri's Conrad Goode (6-7, 245) 
have every credential except experience to make it big in the 
Big Eight. This group did not recognize a standout center. 

Pemberton is strong, mobile and itching to fill in at offen- 
Please turn the page. THE BIG EIGHT 27 


SOPHOMORE 
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Continued from previous page. 

sive tackle for the graduated Mike Ruzich. He played in seven 
games as a defensive tackle his freshman season before back 
problems forced a redshirt year. Pemberton switched to the 
offensive side halfway through spring drills and immediately 
got the attention of the coaches with his quickness. 

Raridon created some interesting headlines last spring 
when he moved ahead of Nebraska All-America candidate 
Dan Hurley for one week on the depth chart. He finished 
spring drills behind Hurley, but still left his mark. Raridon has 
all-star written in his future and after an impressive redshirt 
season, he’s ticketed to play this fall. 

Granger started as a freshman for Oklahoma ‘State. The Port 
Arthur, Tex., native has surprising poise and maturity. Al- 
though he’s strong enough to play tackle, he finished OSU 
spring drills as the No. 1 right guard. He plays offense with 
abandon and his quick reactions make him particularly effec- 
tive in pulling situations. Brown is KU’s No. 1 right guard after 
serving most of his freshman season as a backup to senior 
Fred Osborne. KU Coach Don Fambrough compares the 
Shawnee Mission product to USC All-American Brad Budde, 
now with the Kansas City Chiefs. “Barring injuries he could be 
as good as any lineman we’ve ever had,” Fambrough said. “It’s 
up to him.” 

Goode was born the same year (1962) that his father, Con- 
rad Hitchler, became an All-American defensive end at Mis- 
souri. The All-American prep player from St. Louis showed 
why he was recruited by 35 schools when he lettered as Miz- 
zou’s No. 2 offensive right tackle as a freshman. He’s project- 
ed to be a starter this fall. 

The standout in the Sophomore Showcase defensive line is 
undoubtedly Oklahoma’s 6-5, 255-pound Ricky Bryan, a high 
school tight end. ”He’s the best tackle we’ve had since LeRoy 
Selmon,” Switzer said. After an apprentice year behind first- 
round draft choice Keith Gary. Bryan is booked to start three 
years. “He’s a great practice player. He has tremendous pride 
and mental toughness,” Switzer said. “He wants to be the best 
and his work habits show it. He gives 120 percent in every- 
thing. He has everything except great speed (:04.9).” 

Missouri’s James Lockette is the choice as the other defen- 
sive tackle on the honor team. Another converted tight end, 
he had an impressive spring, finishing as an alternate, but 
threatening to become a starter. 

Nebraska middle guard Ken Graeber may be a year away 
from extensive playing time but one of the strongest and most 
intelligent freshmen in NU history beat the clock with his 
rapid development during spring practices. He’s a walk-on 
from Minneapolis. 

Missouri’s Taft Sales mans one defensive end on the Sopho- 
more Showcase while Marky Alexander of Kansas and David 
Ridder of Nebraska share the other spot. Sales, a half-brother 
of former USC world 400-meter record-holder Kenny 
Randle, is the heir apparent to Wendell Ray at left end. Mis- 
souri coaches like the possibilities because Sales is a step fast- 
er than Ray. Ridder, the youngest in a family of 12 children, fin- 
ished his sophomore redshirt spring as the No. 1 candidate to 
succeed NU All-American Derrie Nelson. The war isn’t over, 
but he’s wona major battle. “He made the most improvement 
and came out of the pack,” Osborne said. Marky and his twin 
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brother Carky Alexander are both starting defensive ends at 
KU. After spending his freshman year as a second-team letter- 
man, Marky has beaten out 1980 starter Todd Bertsch. Fam- 
brough believes the Alexander twins could be the two best 
athletes on the team. 

There is no hedging from Switzer when he says sophomore 
linebackers Jackie Shipp and Thomas Benson could be the 
best two athletes on the Sooners. "They're the two best fresh- 
men we've had,” he said. “They’re both 6-3, 225 and :04.5. 
They’re both second team, but they’ll probably both start. | 
feel confident with them.” Shipp and Tulsa’s Jeff Leiding were 
two of the most highly recruited linebackers of 1980. "Benson 
was the guy nobody wanted,” Switzer said. “He’s like George 
Cumby-- overlooked and maybe the best. He could be an- 
other Cumby or (Rod) Shoate. He has the natural instincts. 
He’s big, strong and he can fly. That’s our style. We don’t tie 
our linebackers down. We want ‘em to run.” 

KU’s Mike Arbanas joins the OU duo at linebacker in the 
Sophomore Showcase. The son of former Kansas City Chief 
all-pro Fred Arbanas, he logged 41 tackles as a freshman. He 
will continue, however, to share time with starter Kyle 
McNorton. 

lowa State didn’t land a player on the Sophomore Show- 
case, but the Cyclones have a linebacker who was close. Chris 
Washington (6-3, 200) had an excellent spring and probably 
will start this fall. “He’s a stallion,” ISU assistant Ron Watson 
said. “He can really fly.” 

The pre-season honor secondary is a proven group with cor- 
nerbacks Roderick Fisher of Oklahoma State and Victor Scott 
of Colorado and safety Chris Rockins of OSU, Fisher started as 
a freshman and had 35 tackles, four fumble recoveries, three 
interceptions and two deflections. He had an outstanding 
spring with 34 tackles in five major scrimmages. Rockins was 
even more impressive as a freshman starter. He finished with 
86 tackles, two fumble recoveries, four interceptions and 10 
deflections. In five major scrimmages, he had a whopping 58 
tackles. 

CU’s Scott can’t match those stats, but he was equally im- 
pressive as a freshman. Scott has “a tremendous future,” 
according to CU defensive coordinator Doug Knox. “We felt 
confident we could leave him in single coverage against any 
player. We felt he’d help us out and he did.” Scott is CU’s No. 
1 right cornerback. 

The kicker on the honor team is KU’s Bruce Kallmeyer and 
the punter is Missouri’s Bob Brinser. Kallmeyer kicked 7 of 12 
field goals and 18 of 21 PATs last year. He showed good range 
with a 52-yard field goal in the spring game. 

Brinser, a walk-on from Trenton, Mo., averaged 45.3 yardsa 
punt in Mizzou’s spring game and is the leading candidate to 
fill the vacancy left by Jeff Brockhaus. 

The names may not be familiar now. But neither were the 
names in the 1978 Sophomore Showcase that included Brock- 
haus, Missouri teammates Phil Bradley and Wayne Washing- 
ton, Oklahoma’s David Overstreet and Louis Oubre, Ne- 
braska’s Derrie Nelson and Andra Franklin, Oklahoma State’s 
Dexter Manley and Curtis Boone, KU’s David Verser, lowa 
State’s Kenny Neil and Colorado’s Brant Thurston. They were 
players who went from obscurity to prominence in a hurry. 
This year’s group has the same potential. 


Continued from page 8. 
games. We never lost in the conference. We went to a bowl game 
every year and we didn’t lose there either. 

“The only bad day I ever had was that 15-14 loss to Texas (1958). 
That was a killer!” 

And why would a Texas boy stand so resolutely against Texas. 

“They really give it to me about going to Oklahoma and | give it 
back to them every chance | get,” Harrison replied. 

Perhaps it was Grandland Rice’s “Four Horsemen” yarn about 
Notre Dame that did it. Whatever, sports writers in the 1930’s rare- 
ly inflicted a statistic upon their readers if an adjective or a bit of 
imagery could be worked in instead. 

Elmer Hackney was the “Maharajah of Might,” and “Mr. Mus- 
cle,” and “the greatest athlete Kansas State ever had,” but darned 
if you can find out what he actually did, no matter how many clip- 
pings you thumb through. 

What you have is the brooding visage of a young adonis staring 
out at you from the rotogravure section of the Sunday supple- 
ment. Stripped to the waist, dark eyes, dark hair in moist ringlets, 
Hackney resembles a Greek God. 

See Hackney run the football. See him skim the high hurdles. 
See him put the shot. 

Hackney came out of Oberlin, Kan., two years after the great 
Sam Francis (Big Eight Hall of Fame, 1976) had come from the 
same village to shake the collegiate world with his considerable 
contributions at Nebraska. 

You know that Hackney was good enough to nail down a back- 


field berth on the All-Big Six team against the likes of the late Paul 
Christman, Hugh McCullough and Earl Crowder. 

And there is an occasional statistic. The 6-1, 210-pound single 
wing fullback made 60 yards in 10 consecutive carries to beat 
Northwestern and he ploughed 32 yards in four carries in the 
final seconds to beat Marquette. 

You know that Hackney was a fine passer, the league’s No. 1 
blocker and a punishing ball carrier. The clippings tell you that 
without supplying the numbers. 

You know that Hackney won three straight Big Six heavyweight 
wrestling titles, downing his three opponents in the 1938 cham- 
pionship in aggragate time of 2 minutes, 2 seconds. 

And there is this human interest story. Hackney worshipped 
the older Francis and although he did not participate in Kansas 
State’s 3-0 upset of Nebraska at Lincoln in 1936, Hackney went 
into the Cornhuskers lockerroom to seek out his fellow Ober- 
linian. 

Francis, crushed by the upset, refused to acknowledge Hack- 
ney. The sophomore was furious. Outside he vowed to a Kansas 
State coach that he would not rest until he had shattered all of 
Francis’ Big Six track records. 

This Hackney did, heaving the shot 55 feet, 11 inches to set an 
American collegiate mark that lasted for a time. 

Hackney was believed to be on his way to football All-Ameri- 
ca recognition in 1938 when a knee injury stopped the bid. 

So much for the dark age of records. In the case of Cardwell, 
Heath and Armstrong, you could flush out some statistics by call- 
ing them on the phone. Why not do the same with Hackney? 

Well, the Maharajah of Might played four years of pro football 
and then returned to Manhattan, Kan., to enter the construction 
business. There, June 2, 1969, at the age of 52 and apparently in 
the prime of life, Hackney unexpectedly died, rs) 
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the Oklahoma Sooners signed 26 high 

school football players. Exactly half of 
the 26 were drafted by the National Foot- 
ball League. Eleven of the 26 survived their 
rookie seasons in pro ball and are now 
building rewarding careers in the NFL. 

Among those 26 signees were a Heisman 
Trophy winner (Billy Sims), an Outland 
Trophy winner (Greg Roberts), five All- 
America selections (Sims, Roberts, George 
Cumby, Daryl Hunt and Reggie Kinlaw) 
and nine first team All-Big right picks (all 
of the above plus Paul Tabor, Phil Tabor, 
Thomas Lott and Uwe von Schamann). 
Despite that crew’s having left the 1978 
national championship bouncing on the 
three yard-line at Nebraska’s Memorial 
Stadium, OU’s Class of ’75 stands as the re- 
cruiting class by which all future Sooner re- 
cruiting classes must be compared. 

Which brings us to 1981 and a new 
Sooner crop of recruits that Switzer says 
compares in potential to his Class of ’75. 
This news comes exactly a year after 
Switzer announced the signing of a class 
he called OU’s “best since ’75.” 

What does all this mean for the rest of 
the Big Eight? Probably no change -- which 
will not come as happy news for fans in 
Ames, Columbia, Lawrence or even 
Lincoln. 

For the past nine years, the Sooners have 
won or shared every Big Eight football 
crown -- although they later forfeited the 
1972 championship for using an ineligible 
player. By most assessments, Oklahoma 
and Nebraska outrecruited the rest of the 
conference in 1980. But last February be- 
longed to the Sooners, the experts agree. 
Several sources rated Switzer’s 1981 crop 
among the top five in the nation. Most 
pegged the Sooners 2nd. 

Certainly, one consequence will be 
OU’s continued presence at or near the 
top of the league standings well into the 
1980’s. And if Switzer’s success continues 
to mushroom the way it did in the ’70’s, the 
“untouchable” Big Eight record of 14 
straight titles (all by Oklahoma, 13 of them 
under Bud Wilkinson) may begin to look a 
little shaky by the time OU’s 1981 freshmen 
march off to the NFL. 

Switzer was not the only Big Eight coach 
to give a glowing appraisal of the Sooners’ 
freshman harvest. In a poll of recruiting co- 
ordinators at league schools conducted by 
The Blue Chip Magazine, the Sooners 
were a runaway pick in the ’81 recruiting 
derby. “Awesome,” said one coach of the 
OU haul. And most agreed that no other 
conference team came close to matching 
Switzer’s list of signees. 

According to the recruiters, Oklahoma 
placed 8 players on the top 26, twice as 
many as Missouri, Nebraska, and 
Oklahoma State. The two-team roster 
sported a total of 12 Sooners compared to 
9 for Missouri, 8 for Nebraska and 7 each 
30 THE BIG EIGHT 
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for lowa State and Oklahoma State. Kansas 
State placed 4 on the squad followed by 2 
for Colorado and Kansas. This poll did not 
place any value on junior college transfers, 

ecause their services are limited to 2years 
and thus do not contribute towards cham- 
pionships along with the rest of the fresh- 
men in 4 years. In addition, the credibility 
of transfers is more unpredictable. The pro- 
grams they come from are widely unequal, 
and their academic capabilities and team 
loyalties have yet to be proven ona major 
college level. This policy did penalize Colo- 
rado and Kansas who decided to supple- 
ment their outstanding 1980 recruits with 
immediate help at certain key positions. If 
their hunches were correct, the results will 
be noticeable by mid-season. The obvious 
JUCO players to watch have been men- 
tioned in the article. 

There was only one recruiting class the 
recruiters liked better than the Okla- 
homa’s. Their own. Predictably, each 
school claimed victory on the recruiting 
trails and each had valid reasons to boast. 
Scratching where it itched, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Kansas and lowa State recruited 
ideally to their needs. 

The Sooners desperately needed run- 
ning backs, were running low on quarter- 
backs and were concerned about talent in 
the secondary. They responded by signing 
six running backs, including prep All- 
America picks Alvin Ross and Fred Sims. 
They roped one of the top running quarter- 
backs in the Midwest in Lawton Wishbone 
operator Rodney Douglas. And they re- 
charged the defensive backfield by land- 
ing three of the best secondary hands in 
the country: Californian Elbert Watts and 
Texas blue chippers Lawrence Hardin and 
Keith Stanberry. 

There was no question about the Tigers’ 
big worry: How to replace quarterback 
Phil Bradley, the Big Eight’s all-time total 
offense leader? Warren Powers made 
splendid repairs by signing two gems: 
Kansas City’s Chris Erickson and Topeka’s 
Warren Seitz. 

The Jayhawks, after loading up at the 
skill positions last year, dispatched the 
hounds in search of defensive backs and 
ready-to-play linemen to block for fresh- 
man stars Kerwin Bell and Frank Seurer. 
Secondary pledges included some familiar 
names -- namely Dino Bell and Troy 
Seurer, both little brothers to the two pre- 
viously mentioned KU stars. Don 
Fambrough sifted through the junior col- 
leges for ready talent and came up with 
eight players, including guards Paul 
Fairchild and Anthony Penny. 

lowa State put out the call for running 
backs and beat the Sooners’ catch by sign- 
ing seven, including East St. Louis star 
Tommy Davis, who rushed for nearly 2,500 
yards his final two prep seasons. “We've 
had some good backs here, including 
Jerome Heavens,” says Assumption High 
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coach Jim Monken, “But Tommy is quicker 
and has more moves than Jerome did.” 

Nebraska, Oklahoma State and Kansas 
State were only slightly less successful in 
meeting their recruiting objectives. 

The Cornhuskers lost Kansas City line- 
backer June James to Texas and Temple, 
Texas, running back Kenneth Davis to TCU 
on national signing day, but those losses 
hurt more in the papers than on paper. 
Where Nebraska came up noticeably short 
was in defensive line recruits. 

The Cowboys tried for the second 
straight year to nail down a big-name prep 

uarterback. On conference signing day, 
they had two: bazooka-armed Alan 
Cockrell of Joplin and Dallas’ Anthony 
Gulley, rated the best quarterback in 
Texas. Both bolted from the corral a week 
later, Cockrell to Tennessee and Gulley 
to TCU. 

Kansas State needed linemen with size. 
When the results were tabulated, the Wild- 
cats didn’t get that many and the ones they 
got weren’t that big. 

Colorado recruited well to every need 
because the Buffs have need at every posi- 
tion. Significantly, Chuck Fairbanks and 
staff couldn’t impress a quality group of in- 
state prospects. Notre Dame grabbed All- 
America lineman Mike Gann and 
Nebraska ran off with lineman John Kline 
and linebacker Mike Knox. 

Despite new limitations on recruiting 
staffs and ever-present budget problems, 
Big Eight schools fared exceptionally well 
in luring top talent from every corner of 
the country. The Sooners undertook their 
most ambitious national recruiting cam- 
paign ever and came up with 10 recruits 
from outside their usual Oklahoma and 
Texas haunts. Nebraska beefed up its 
backfield by signing tailback Paul Miles, a 
Princeton, N.J., product and one of site 

rospects in the East, and Minneapolis full- 
Beek Roscoe Horne. Kansas State topped a 
who’s who of competing schools to sign 
lsoefatu “Joe” Faraimo, one of California’s 
top running backs. Faraimo shunned bids 
by Nebraska, Kansas, Southern Cal and 
Notre Dame to join K-State, where cousin 
Masi Toluao is expected to contend for the 
top fullback job next year. “Faraimo,” said 
Wilcat Coach Jim Dickey, “is the most pub- 
licized and widely recruited player we’ve 
ever signed.” 

Every coach found legitimate cause for 
optimism, a sign that, on the whole, it was 
another successful year for Big Eight re- 
cruiting, however, not as impressive as 
1980. 

Oklahoma State came away with the 
three best running backs in the Pokes’ 
home state. Eddie Goodlow of Altus earn- 
ed prep All-America honors and heard 
offers from OU, Texas and Nebraska 


First Team 
OFFENSE 


L David Kniptash Chesterfield, MO Missouri 
L Bruce Westemeyer 6-6 228 Geneseo, IL \-State 
EB Keith Brown 6-2 225 Midland, TX O-State 
L Ron Avery 6-3 240 St. Louis, MO Missouri 
Cc Ric Uhles 6-3. 210 Norman, OK Oklahoma 
before signing with the Cowboys. Other O- WR Anthony Carruthers 6-1 178 DeWitt, N.Y. Missouri 
ans eee tas were nuesed pusbouee WR Paul Miles 6-1 180 Princeton, NJ. Nebraska 
ullback Jeff Lee and Midwest City’s Kelly re : : 
Cook, who in two varsity seasons rushed QB Warren Seitz 6-4% 200 Topeka, KS Missouri 
for 3,207 yards and 31 touchdowns. RB Alvin Ross 6-1 195 = Aurora, IL Oklahoma 
"Goodlow is the type of player who can RB Eddie Goodlow 5-11 200 Altus, OK O-State 
estes and ey Immediately.¢ Cowboy RB Joe Faraimo 6-2 212 Vista, CA K-State 
oach Jimmy Johnson says. “And we fee ¥ 
Jeff Lee is one of the finest football players FB Fred Sims 5-10 202 Tucson, AZ Oklahoma 
in the state.” RB Ron Brown 6-0 175 Pasadena, CA Colorado 
Colorado landed three players off the Kicker Craig Benson 5-9 160 Sallisaw, OK O-State 
talent-rich Muir High School team in 
Pasadena, Calif., including running back BEFEMSE 
Ron Brown, whose Buff pledge left the DE Jeff T 6-5 220 Joplin, MO Oviahoma 
Sooners gnashing teeth. Brown rushed for Wet LUPDer : Opp; 
1,359 yards and a 9.1 average as a senior. T Tony Casillas 6-4 260 Tulsa, OK Oklahoma 
Recruiting coordinators, asked to name NG Ken Shead 6-1 235 Plano, TX Nebraska 
ie Best ee ro Ears acre oy seay T Greg Sims 6-5 265 LosAngeles,CA Oklahoma 
egan wi recruits. : 
Sooner line recruit Tony Casillas with OU DE Rady Voelker 6-4 238 — Linn, KS K-State 
defensive line signee Greg Sims and LB Jeff Lee 6-1 225 Muskogee, OK O-State 
Hardin also receiving frequent mention. LB Stanley Wade 6-4 215 Jersey City,NJ. | Nebraska 
Pie Te Seay eine clea nearer LB Wayne Carroll 6-4 200 Pasadena, CA Colorado 
the kind of rookie-year splash witnessed in DB Lawrence Hardin 6-2 190 West Orange, TX Oklahoma 
1980 from both Kansas’s Bell and OU’s DB Kent Anderson 6-0 175 Bloomfield, IA |-State 
Buster Rhymes. Ross rushed for 1,283 yards DB Elbert Watts 6-2% 196 Culver City, CA Oklahoma 
last fall for a 4-5 team and was the object of DB Mark Davis 6-2 190 Okauchee, WI Nebraska 


a recruiting manhunt by Notre Dame, 
Illinois, lowa State, Michigan and 
Nebraska. He verbally committed at one 
point to Illinois, but decided against it. 
lowa State coaches spoke with him about 
playing tailback in a backfield tandem with 
Dwayne Crutchfield, who, the Cyclones 
said, could be moved to fullback. Ross 
agreed, then backed away and signed with 
Oklahoma. “At first it was really hard to 
believe that I’d fit in because Oklahoma 
always has so many good backs,” Ross says. 
“But then | got to talking to some people 
and they told me that OU really needed 
backs. Other people told me it would be a 
while before | could play at OU. But I like 
to challenge myself.” 

The Sooners not only patched holes at 
quarterback and in the secondary, but 
used a strong crop of state recruits to stock 
up at wide receiver and in the line. OU 
fought off a stiff challenge from Nebraska 
and other schools that occasionally throw 
the ball to sign Altus’ David Carter and 
Oklahoma City’s Paul Clewis, both state 
blue chippers. 

Oklahoma high schools provided 13 
Sooner recruits, including a promising 
group of huge offensive linemen. OU 
added to already strong depth in the defen- 
sive trench by landing Tulsa’s Casillas, Jop- 
lin’s Jeff Tupper and Sims, a prep All- 
America from Los Angeles. 

"It’s hard to believe you could recruit 
another class like the one we had in’75,” 
Switzer says. “But | think this class can be as 
good as that one. Of course, we know what 
the Class of ’75 did. Let’s wait three or four 
years and see what these guys do. But | 
think we’ve got some superstar players.” 

Switzer slept on Ross’ couch the night 


before national signing day, woke early 
and personally pocketed the signed 
papers from his top target. Signing day did 
not go as smoothly for Nebraska’s Tom 
Osborne. The Cornhusker coach showed 
up at the home of linebacker June James 
only to serve as a reluctant spectator to a 
signing ceremony with Texas coach Fred 
Akers. While Switzer was hawking the vir- 
tues of his recruits, Osborne canceled 
plans to even announce his signing list, 
leading to speculation of a Cornhusker re- 
cruiting flop. 

That was not the case. Nebraska re- 
cruiters retaliated by signing running 
backs Miles and Horne, and two of lowa’s 
best players in tight end Todd Frain and 
center Bill Lewis. Defensively, the Huskers 
reached coast-to-coast to nab New Jersey 
linebacker Stanley Wade and Pasadena, 
Calif., defensive end Tony Newton. Secon- 
dary depth was bolstered by the signing of 
Wisconsin product Mark Davis and Coffey- 
ville Junior College pickup Mike Rozier. 
Nebraska also saved face in front-porch 
battles by signing Texas noseguard Ken 
Shead from under Ohio State’s nose. Only 
the absence of more defensive line types 
like Shead kept the Huskers from claiming 
another dead heat with the Sooners. 

Missouri’s Warren Powers followed a 
strong 1980 class with an even stronger 
1981 class. Erickson, who generated over 
2,700 yards in total offense as a senior, 
could have an autumn edge over Seitz, 
who was injured for most of his senior 
season. One of the two, however, may be 
calling signals for the Tigers before the 
season ends. 


"Because of our heavy loss of seniors,” 
Powers says, “we’re going to have to de- 
pend on incoming freshmen for depth 
more so than at any time since I’ve been 
here.” 

Looking for line help, Mizzou coaches 
invaded St. Louis to sign Parkway West 
prospects David Kniptash and Rick 
Klohman, and Ron Avery, a standout 
tackle and wrestler from Central High. 
Powers also claimed two promising re- 
ceivers in Anthony Carruthers and Rick 
Doby, both former Illinois prep stars. 

Donnie Duncan’s harvest at lowa State 
was easily his best in three seasons. Also in- 
cluded on the Cyclones’ list of seven 
running back recruits was Mark Perry, a 
fullback who played with SMU’s Craig 
James at Texas prep powerhouse Houston 
Stratford before moving to Grandview, 
MO. Although the Cyclones failed to get 
Ross, they did claim another Aurora pro- 
duct in Billy McCue, a defensive backfield 
candidate who turned down Notre Dame 
on signing day. McCue and Bloomingfield, 
lowa, recruit Kent Anderson should pro- 
vide quick help in the lowa State 
secondary. 

Quicker help could come from Cyclone 
quarterback pickup Jon English, a 6-4, 210- 
pound former prep All-American who 
chose to transfer after playing sparingly as 
a Michigan State freshman. English passed 
for 2,858 yards and 24 touchdowns over 
two unbeaten seasons for his Birmingham, 
Mich., high school team. John Quin, last 
year’s oft-injured starter held the edge 
over English during spring drills, but will 
not be forgotten. —_ Please turn the page. 
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At no school should last February’s re- 
cruiting drive have a quicker effect than at 
Kansas. Fambrough’s junior college shop- 
ping spree netted such standouts as guards 
Fairchild and Penny, wide receiver Daryl 
Davis, defensive backs Jeff Coulter and 
Victor Eldridge, and fullback Chris 
Emerson. A 6-4, 250-pounder with speed, 
Emerson is expected to rebound from a 
spring knee injury to compete for a start- 
ing job in the fall, and if healthy will pose 
an awesome force ahead of Kerwin Bell. 

Kansas City prep All-America Sylvester 
Byrd, a tight end-linebacker, tops the ros- 
ter of Jayhawk freshman prospects. 
Fambrough also claimed the state’s best 
running back in Arkansas City’s Harvey 
Fields, who compiled an eye-popping 
4,311 yards rushing and scored 65 touch- 
downs in three prep seasons. Fields is seen 
in the mold of Robert Miller, whose versa- 
tility and durability overcome any short- 
comings in speed. 

Said Fambrough: “This year was not as 
glamorous as last year with the Kerwin 
Bells and Frank Seurers. But it is a solid re- 
cruiting year and gives us back-to-back 
solid years.” 

Boxed out on most of the Oklahoma 
blue chips, Oklahoma State stormed into 
Texas and came away with 11 recruits -- 
more than any other non-Texas school, in- 
cluding Oklahoma and Arkansas. Johnson 
relieved the pain of losing Cockrell and 
Gulley by signing Fort Smith, Ark., quarter- 
back Ike Jackson. The Pokes’ top finds in 
Texas were Midland noseguard Keith 
Brown, Houston lineman John 
Washington and Dallas defensive back 
Dirk Davis. The Cowboys also signed the 
best kicker in Craig Benson of Sallisaw. 

Kansas State copped two top in-state 
defensive line prospects in Barnard’s 
Wayne Loy and Linn’s Randy Voelker. The 
Wildcat outlook improved considerably 
with the late signing of Cowley Junior 
College defensive tackle Reggie 
Singletary, who'll arrive in Manhattan with 
sophomore standing. 


Colorado counted eight Californians 
and seven Texans among its recruits. 


Brown will be joined by Muir teammates 
Wayne Carroll, a linebacker, and Shawn 
Danzler, a tight end. 

In Dallas, the Buffs found a flashy wide 
receiver-kick returner in Loy Alexander 
and a promising quarterback in David 
Johnson. Alexander, a 4.5 flyer, caught 75 
passes for 837 yards the past two seasons. 
Johnson, a 6-4, 200-pounder, has already 
drawn comparisons from Fairbanks to New 
England Patriots quarterback Steve 
Grogan. 

Two late signees which will help the be- 
leaguered defense were Villanova trans- 
fers Chris Yurkow (DB) and DE/LB Jim 
McCarthy. Both have two years of eligi- 
bility remaining. 

All comparisons, including Switzer’s 
warning of a possible reincarnated Class 
of ’75, must still stand the cruel test of time 
in the tradition-rich Big Eight. “The impor- 
tant thing about recruiting is that nobody 
really knows what these players can do,” 
Fambrough says. “They could fall flat on 
their faces. Or they could be something.” 
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ROSTERS 


IOWA STATE 


ACKERSON, TOM OL, 6-4, 220, Bettendorf, IA 
ANDERSON, KENT RB, 6-0, 175, Bloomingfield 
(Davis County), IA 

COFFER, ROBERT DB, 6-0, 180, St. Louis (Sum- 
mer), MO 

COLEMAN, TONY OL, 6-3, 225, Chicago (Young), IL 
CONNER, RALPH OL, 6-3, 208, Kansas City (Hick- 
man Hills), MO 

Dav TOM RB, 5-10, 180, East St. Louis (Assump- 
tion), 

EAGLESTON, KEVIN DL, 6-8, 290, Memphis (Scot- 
land Conty), MO 

ENGLISH, JON QB, 6-4, 210, Birmingham (Rice), MI 
GILYARD, DWAYNE LB,6-1, 225, Jersey City, NJ 
HEDGESPETH, TODD,TD, 6-4, 225, Princeton, IL 
HOLLEY, DAVE WR, 6-0, 160, Pompanda Beach 
yy re 

HOOD, ALAN QB, 6-1, 190, St.Louis (Sumner), MO 
IVERSON, TIM LB, 6-3, 195, Sioux City (Heelan), IA 
JOHANNS, JOE RB, 6-2, 190, Osage, IA 
LAMBERT, JEFF OL, 6-6, 225, Sioux City (East), |A 
LEEKS, FRANKIE WR, 5-11, 175, Memphis, TN 
LUEBBERS, JIM DE, 6-5, 210, Waverly-Shell Rock, IA 
McCUE, BILLY QB, 5-11, 185, Aurora (East), IL 
MAMIM, BILL FB, 6-3, 230, Stewart-Menlo, JA 
MOORE, BARRY TE, 6-4, 240, Quincy (Notre 
Dame), IL 

PERRY, MARK FB, 6-2, 202, Grandview, MO 
RADOSEICH, ROB DL, 6-4, 230, Ottumwa, IA 
REIMERS, STEVE DL, 6-2, 215, Haumboldt, IA 
ROBERTS, MIKE OL, 6-6, 245, Eldon (Cardinal), IA 
THOMAS, KURT RB, 5-11, 187, Springfield (South 
East) 

VAN SOLTEN, DOUG OL, 6-4, 220, Sioux Falls (Lin- 
coln}, SD 

WATSON, AL RB, 6-1, 190, Omaha (Benson), NB 
WESTEMEXER; BRUCE DL, 6-6, 228, Geneseo (Dar- 
nell), IL 

WILLIAMS, LESTER DL, 6-1, 226, Ceader Rapids (Jef- 
ferson), 1A 

WADKA, JEFF RB, 6-5, 205, Des Moines (Dowling) IA 


OU 


BERRYHILL, DARIN TE, 6-5, 235, Tulsa (Jenks), OK 
BRADLEY, DANNY QB, 5-10, 170, Pine Bluff, AR 
BROWN, DONALD BB, 6-1, 195, Annapolis, MD 
CARTER, DAVID SE, 6-1, 180, Altus, OK 
CASILLAS, TONY L, 6-0, 250,Tulsa (East Central), OK 
CLEWIS, PAUL SE, 6-1, 180, Oklahoma City (Mill- 
wood), OK 

DOUGLAS, RODNEY QB, 5-11, 185, Lawton, OK 
FERRER, PAUL C, 6-1¥2, 220, Midwest City, OK 
GANN, MARK TE, 6-2, 220, Lakewood, CO 
GRAVES, TYRONE LB, 6-1, 187, LaPorte, TX 
HARDIN, LAWRENCE DB, 6-2, 190, Orange (West 
Orange-Stark), TX 

LEGGETT, SCOTT OL, 6-5, 240, Muskogee, OK 
LITTRELL, BILL OL, 6-6, 215, Marlow, OK 
MARTIN, RANDY LB, 6-4, 205, Roland, OK 
MILLS, RONALD RB, 5-9, 185, Altandena (Muir),CA 
MURPHY, KEVIN LB, 6-2, 200, Plano (Berkner), TX 
ROSS, ALVIN RB, 6-1, 195, Aurora (West), IL 


ria STEVE RB, 6-4, 190, San Francisco (Riordan), 


SIMS, FRED RB, 5-10, 202, Tucson (Sunny Side), AZ 
ones SIMS OT, 6-5, 265, Los Angeles (Manual Arts), 


SMITH, PAUL OT, 6-4%, 225, Sperry, OK 
STANBERRY, KEITH DB, 6-1, 193, Mt. Pleasant, TX 
TIMS, TODD DB, 5-11, 175, Altus, OK 
TUPPER, JEFF OL, 6-5, 220, Joplin (Parkwood), MO 
UHLES, RIC C, 6-3, 210, Norman, OK 
WATTS, WLBERT DB, 6-2%2, 196, Culver City (Ven- 
ice), CA 

WHITE, KEVIN RB, 6-1, 185, Lubbock (Estacada), TX 
WOOD, DAVID QB, 6-0, 180, Oklahoma City (Put- 
nam City), OK 

CARTER, CURTIS DB, 6-0, 190, Weimer (Ranger TX 
Junior College), TX 


MISSOURI 


ALPOUGH, DAVID DL, 6-3, 215, Kansas City (Rock- 

hurst), MO 

AVERY, RON OT/DT, 6-5, 250, St.Louis (Central)MO 

BLACKBURN, DAVID OT/DT, 6-3, 220, Columbia 

Hickman), MO 

BRUNS, WALTER OT/DT, 6-2, 220, St. Clair, MO 

KEARNEY, TIM OT/DT, 6-4, 225, Rolla, MO 

KLOHMAN, RICK DL, 6-5, 240, Ballwin (Parkway 

West), MO 

KNIPTASH, DAVID OT/DT, 6-5, 235, Chesterfield 

(Parkway West), MO 

LOCKWOOD, DAL OT/DT, 6-5, 230, Colorado 

Springs (Air Force Academy High), CO 

PENNY, MIKE OT/DT, 6-3, 235, St. Charles, IL 

RUNYAN, STEVE DL, 6-4, 225, Colorado Springs (Air 

Force Academy High), CO 

SIMS, ERIC LB, 6-3, 194, Maywood (Provso East), IL 

STACHOVIC, BILL DT, 6-6, 250 LaPorte, IN 

STINSON, TOM TE/DE, 6-4, 210, Morton, IL 

SVEZIA, JOE DT/OT, 6-3, St. Louis (Lindbergh), MO 

bt ey PAT DE/TE, 6-5, 190, Kansas City (Park 
ill), Mi 

TOTSCH, BOB LB/DL, 6-31, 245, Belleville (Althoff 

Catholic High), IL 

TITUS, MARK LB, 6-2, 215, Moorpack (J.C.), CA 

BROWN, NEIL WR/DB, 6-2, 185, Colorado Springs 

(Air Force Academy High), CO 

CARRUTHERS, ANTHONY WR, 6-1, 177, Bronx 

(Whitney M. Young), NY 

DOBY, RICKY WR, 6-0, 160, Waukegan (West), IL 

KINDRED, BOB WR/DB, 6-3, 185, Morton, IL 

LITTLE, SCOTT DB, 6-12, 185, Scott City (II]mo-Scott 

City), MO 

OPEL, BRAD DB, 6-1, 175, Edwardsville, IL 

ERICKSON, CHRIS QB, 6-2, 205, Kansas City (Park 

Hill), MO 

SEITZ, WARREN QB, 6-4, 195, Topeka (West), KS 

MALVERN, GLENN RB, 6-0, 190, Manchester (Park- 

way West), MO 

MILLER, MICKEY RB/DB, 6-2, 185, Kansas City (Rock- 

hurst), MO 

SNODEN, WALLACE RB, 5-10, 190, Colo. Spr., CO 

SCHMIDT, ERIC P, 6-1, 185, Saddleback, CA 


Second Team 
OFFENSE 


Darin Berryhill 6-5 
Dal Lockwood 6-5 
Kevin Eggleston 6-7 
John Kline 

John Washington 6-5 
Mike Roberts 6-6 
Paul Clewis 6-3 
Chris Erickson 6-2 
Kelvin White 6-1 

Mark Perry 

Roscoe Horne 5-11 
Glenn Malvern 6-0 


Mike Knox 
Tavie Hampton 6-2 
Wayne Loy 6-6 
Joe Suezia 6-3 
Doug Van Solten 6-4 
John Hayes 6-4 
Ralph Partida 6-3 
Sylvester Byrd 6-3 
Greg Strahm 6-4 
Billy McCue 5-11 
Keith Stanberry 6-1 
Ricky Doby 6-1 
Harvey Fields 6-0 


NEBRASKA 


BAWDON, JEFF DE, 6-2, 219, Williston, ND 
CAMPBELL, GRANT P, 6-1, 185, Rexburg (Ricks Jr. 
College), ID 

COLE, KEVIN DB, 5-10, 165, Lincoln (East), NE 
CONNOR, PAT OL, 6-3, 235, Blue Springs, MO 
DAVIS, MARK RB, 6-1, 190, Ikauchee (Oconomo- 
woc), WI 

FISHER, TODD DB, 6-0, 185, Omaha (Burke), NE 
FRAIN, TODD TE, 6-3, 226, Treynor, IA 
HAYS, JOHN 6-4, 195, Omaha, NE 
HORNE, ROSCOE RB, 5-11, 208, Minneapolia (Cen- 
tral), MN 

KLINE, JOHN OL, 6-2, 235, Arvada (Pomona), CO 
KNOX, MIKE LB, 6-2, 215, Castle Rock (Douglas 
County H.S.), CO 

LARSCHELD, DOUG RB, 6-1, 195, Green Bay 
(Preble), WI 

LEWIS, BILL C, 6-5, 240, Sioux City (East), IA 
MADISON, SAM RB, 6-0, 195, Omaha (South), NE 
MILES, PAUL RB, 5-10, 187, Princeton, NJ 
NEWTON, TONY DE, 6-2, 195, Pasadena (Blair), CA 
RATHMAN, TOM RB, 6-0, 208, Grand Island, NE 
ROZIER, GUY RB, 6-0, 190, Camden (Woodrow Wil- 


son), NJ 
ROZIER, MIKE DB, 5-11, 205, Coffeyville (Jr. Col- 
lege), KS 


SHEAD, KENNETH OL, 6-%, 227, Plano, TX 


SKOW, JIM OL, 6-3, 220, Omaha (Roncalli), NE~ 


SWANSON, SHANE DB, 5-101, 195, Hershey, NE 
WADE, STANLEY LB, 6-4, 210, Jersey City (Ferris), NJ 
WAECHTER, KEVIN DL, 6-3, 245, Forest City (Wal- 
dorf Jr. College), 1A 

WHITE, JOHN RB, 6-2, 208, Lincoln (Southeast), NE 
WINGARD, DAN DB, 6-2, 185, Omaha (Westside)NE 


235 
240 
290 


245 
250 
190 
200 
188 
202 
208 
190 


DEFENSE 
6-2 


215 
231 
230 
245 
220 
215 
225 
220 
206 
185 
193 
163 
195 


Jenks, OK 

Colo. Springs, CO 
Memphis, MO 
Denver, CO 
Houston, TX 
Eldon, |JA 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Kansas City, MO 
Lubbock, TX 
Grandview, MO 
Minneapolis, MN 
Manchester, MO 


Castle Rock, CO 
Little Rock, AR 
Lincoln, KS 

St. Louis, MO 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Omaha, NE 
Dallas, TX 
Kansas City, KS 
Hiawatha, KS 
Aurora, IL 

Mt. Pleasant, TX 
Waukegan, IL 
Arkansas City, KS 


Oklahoma 
Missouri 
|-State 
Nebraska 
O-State 
|-State 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Oklahoma 
|-State 
Nebraska 
Missouri 


Nebraska 
O-State 
K-State 
Missouri 
|-State 
Nebraska 
O-State 
Kansas 
K-State 
|-State 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Kansas 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


BARRE, MARK QB, 5-10, 196 (Tulsa Washington) 
BENSON, CRAIG QB, 5-9, 160 (Sallisaw) 
BLAIR, PAUL OG/T, 6-4, 230 (Edmond) 
BROWN, KEITH NG, 6-0, 230 Midland (Lee High), TX 
BROWN, ROD DB, 6-3, 184, Gainsville, TX 
CARROLL, PAUL OT/DT, 6-2, 230, Dallas (White) TX 
COMBS, JIM LB, 5-11, Joplin (Parkwood High), MO 
COOK, KELLY RB, 5-11, 200, Midwest City, OK 
CURTIS, ANTHONY QB, 6-2, 195, Stillwater, OK 
DAVIS, DIRK WR/DB, 5-11, 175, Dallas (White), TX 
GOODLOW, EDDIE RB, 5-10, 204, Altus, OK 
AAR TAVIE DL, 6’2, 231, Little Rock (McCle- 
jan), 
HOOKS, TIM RB/FB, 5-9, 194, Tulsa Washington 
JACKSON, IKE QB, 6-3, 195, Ft. Smith (Nrthsd), AR 
KIRKPATRIK, ALFRED OL, 6-4, 236, Houston (Forest 
Park), TX 
KRUSHE, RON WR, 6-1, 180, Hominy, OK 
LEE, JEFF, FB, 6-0, 225, Muskogee, OK 
MANUEL, RONNIE RB/DB, 6-2, 184, Gainsville, TX 
MARITAN, DOUG TE/DE, 6-3, 210, Tulsa Memorial 
PARTIDA, RALPH LB/C, 6-3, 225, Dallas (Kimball) TX 
STOREY, DAVID C, 6-4, 235, Altus, OK 
THOMPSON, P.W. DB/RB, 5-11, 175, Plainview, TX 
THORNTON, DAVID DE/LB, 205, Oklahoma City 
(Douglas), OK 
TUCKER, DAVID TE/DE, 6-2, 245, Childres, TX 
dats alee JOHN DL, 6-5, 245, Houston (Sterl- 
ing), 
ene TERRY WR, 6-0, 175, Joplin (Parkwood), 
M 


WILLIAMS, DON DL, 6-4, 220, Hurst (Bell), TX 


COLORADO 


ALEXANDER, LOY WR, 6-0, 175, Dallas (Pinkston) TX 
ARNOLD, RICK, B, 6-1, 190, Downey (Pius), CA 
BABBIT, TERRY, L, 6-3, 240, Lawton (High), OK 
BROWN, RON B, 6-0, 175, Pasadena (Muir), CA 
CARROLL, WAYNE LB, 6-4, 200, Pasadena (Muir) CA 
DANTZLER, SHAWN TE, 6-3, 217, Pasadena 
(Muir), CA 
DUDICK, LEE L, 6-5, 245, Wilkes-Barre (GAR), PA 
ELIZONDO, FELIPE L, 6-2, 250, Lubbock (Coro- 
nado), TX 
FRANCIS, OLEN Te, 6-4, 215, Baytown (Sterling), TX 
GULLEY, WILLIAM L, 6-1, 255, Houston (Forest 
Brook), TX 
HESTERA, DAVE Te, 6-312, 255, Arvada (Pomona)CO 
ILL, JUNIOR, L, 6-1, 258, LaPuente (Nogales), CA 
JOHNSON, DAVID QB, 6-4, 200, Dallas (White), TX 
JOHNSON, RICHARD B, 5-9, 195, Los Angeles (Har- 
bor), CA 
JOHNSON, ROBERT B, 5-9, 175, Tucson (Eastern 
Z 


AZ), 

JONES, ELTON LB, 6-2, 215, Dallas (South Oak 
Cliff), TX 

LANDRUM, LaMARR B, 5-11, 175, Winston-Salem 
(PkInd), NC 

LEWIS, BRIAN L, 6-3, 235, Greensboro (Page), NC 
MADISON, CLIFF QB, 6-1, 185, Los Angeles (Creh- 
shaw), CA 

MARSHALL, DEREK QB, 6-2, 190, Novato, CA 
MILES, BRIAN B, 5-11, 175, Downey (Pius X), CA 
MUNCIE, DONALD L, 6-2, 242, Washington 
Trinity), PA 

Shere HUGO WR, 5-11, 175, Downey (Pius 
X), CA 

PATRICK, NEAL LB, 6-2, 207, Aurora (Gateway), CO 
RETTIG, TONY B, 6-0, 198, Los Angeles (West LA) CA 
SMITH, CLYDE LB, 6-3, 210, Midland (Lee), TX 
WILLIAMS, MIKE LB, 6-1, 195, Odessa (Permian), TX 


KANSAS STATE 


SMITH, DAVID RB, 6-2, 200, Fredonia, KS 
NICKERSON, NELSON FB, 5-11, 180, Dallas (South 
Oak Cliff), TX 

CRAWFORD, CHARLES DB, 6-1, 190, Hominy, OK 
UNDERWOOD, TODD OL, 6-3, 230, Colby, KS 
FARAIMO, ISOFATU RB, 6-2, 212, Vista, CA 
WALLACE, MIKE WR, 6-2, 186, Ft. Worth (Wyatt), TX 
SHANNON, STUART C, 6-3, 240, Aliquippa, PA 
BROCK, LONNIE FB, 6-2, 205, Emporia, KS 
DAGEFORDE, GREG B, 6-1, 195, Clay Center, KS 
PEARL, MAURICE RB, 6-1, 175, Kansas City (Pius 
X), MO 

PLANK, GREGG L, 6-3, 230, Gardner, KS 
POOLE, JERRY L, 6-4, 235, Fredonia, KS 
RATCLIFF, KELLY L, 230, Emporia, KS 
LOY, WAYNE L, 6-6, 230, Barnard, KS 
VOELKER, RANDY L, 6-4, 238, Linn, KS 


KANSAS 


PENNY, ANTHONY L, 6-3, 250, Bronx (Hutchin- 
son), NYFAIRCHILD, PAUL L 6-4, 240, Glidden 
(Ellsworth), 1A 
MARSHALL, BOB L, 6-6, 260, Covina (Mt. San 
Antonio), CA 
DAVIS, DARYL L, 5-11, 185, Greenville (Eastern 
AZ), MS 
ALEXANDER, CEDRICK L, 6-9, 295, Chicago (Sulli- 
van), IL 
SCHONWISE, QUINTIN L, 6-5, 230, Beatrice, NB 
LONCAR, JOHN L, 6-2, 225, Chicago (Mr. Carmel) IL 
MURPHY, IRA L, 6-3, 220, Chicago (Harper), II 
MUELLER, KURT L, 6-4, 235, St. Louis (McClure) MO 
JOHNSON, BOB L, 6-1, 175, East St. Louis (Inde- 
pendence), IL 
HARRELSON, BRYAN L, 6-3, 210, Olathe, KS 
EMERSON, CHRIS B, 250, Mesa (Scottsdale), AZ 
ELDRIDGE, VICTOR B, 6-2, 195, Tucso (Eastern Ari- 
zona), AZ 
COLTER, JEFF B, 5-11, 185, Tucson (Eastern AZ), AZ 
FIELDS, HARVEY B, 6-0, 195, Arkansas City, KS 
SEURER, TROY B, 5-11, 185, Huntington Beach (Edi- 
son), CA 
FREDRICK, MIKE B, 6-1, 165, Miami (Killian), FL 
BROWN, JEFFREY B, 6-1, 170, Miami (Killian), FL 
at DINOB, 5-9, 180, Hunington Beach (Edison), 
A 


FENLON, ANDY 8B, 6-1, 190, Leavenworth, KS 


homa and Nebraska for the Big 8 Championship, while Missouri was 

seen as a possible breakthrough. The vision of the scribes should be ap- 
plauded. Although the Sooners extended their string of Conference Champion- 
ships to 8, they were extended once again by the Cornhuskers toreach for a 
game-saving miracle. With three minutes remaining in the contest few in the 
stadium, including the bipartisan Sooners, thought there was any hope. It was 
a toss up who had the better team, even when the dust settled. 

198] will have a similar look, if the writers be the judge. Only two journalists 
voted against a Sooner rerun although most indicated the odds of breaking 
the drought were clearly favoring the Huskers. But no other conference team 
was capable of dislodging the Big Red Duo. The Huskers received every 2nd 
place vote, save the two for 86 points out of a possible 96. lowa State garnered 
60 points for third and Missouri edged Kansas by one point for 4th with 57. 
Rounding out the pre-season poll were the Cowboys in 6th with 40, followed by 
Kansas State (23) and Colorado (16). The poll would seem to suggest that the 
real race will be between the Cyclones, the Jayhawks and the Tigers for third 
place with Oklahoma State a possible dark horse. 

Each year we alternate between the head coaches and writers in selecting 
the pre-season All Big 8 Team. This year the scribes had their way and the re- 
sults are described by Chris Ruscha on page 17. When asked to predict the ulti- 
mate National Champion, most favored Oklahoma, however their bias was 
understandable. Southern Cal, Notre Dame and Michigan all have the horses 
to win, which casts a long shadow on the Sooners’ showdown with the Trojans in 
Los Angeles on Sept. 26th. If the contest was at the end of the season, it would 
be billed as the Game-of-the-Year. As it is, both teams sport an uncertain look 
at quarterback which will favor the Trojan I-formation over the high risk, preci- 
sion wishbone which traditionally doesn’t gel until after the Texas encounter. 

Ironically, the 10th Anniversary edition of the 1-2-3 National finish by Big 8 
teams may have unearthed a bit of nostalgia with prophetic significance. In re- 
examining the Titanic clash between the nation’s most explosive offense (OU) 
and its stingiest defense (NU), the similarities became profound. The Cornhus- 
kers will have another version of that impregnable defensive line of ‘71 which 
will see Jimmy Williams finish ahead of Ricky Young for the conference Player- 
of-the-Year barring injuries. He dominates a game in the same way Rich 
Glover man-handled opponents of yester-year. And brother Toby is almost in 
the same class as Willie Harper, although at different positions. The ‘81 line- 
backing tandem of Damkroger and McWhirter are superior in ability to Bill 
Sloey and John Pitts. Joe Blahak and Jim Anderson, remembered as two of the 
Huskers’ finest defensive backs and Dave Mason was a real strong man at 
monster, giving Nebraska 3 All-Big 8 backs in 1971. This year’s backfield has 
three pro prospects which may compare favorably with the ‘71 group. The 
"black shirts” look awesome. In 1971, the Cornhuskers held 10 of 13 opponents 
to 2 touchdowns or less. The same fascinating potential is present in 1981. 

The Sooners of the 80's have an offensively high octane look mindful of the 
Mildren-Pruitt, Wylie bunch which promises to lead the nation in land acquisi- 
tions. If Willis Mackey fulfills expectations, Oklahoma will have three starting 
thoroughbreds who will be the best group of runners in college football. Quar- 
terback Kelly Phelps adds another jet afterburner at the corner pitch which 
places the same pressure on defenses as Mildren of old. The '71 edition prompt- 
ed Barry Switzer to make this analogy: "Pruitt and Wylie were like .45's; they 
killed people outside. Jack (Mildren) was like o .38; if they made him keep the 
ball, he killed them anyway.” And the trenches are manned in ‘81 by the best 
Sooner line since 1971-72 when Chandler, Unruh, Brahaney and Jonesled the 
conference and many All-American teams. 


A: AGO THE WRITERS FORESAW a two-team shootout between Okla- 


On the other side of the ball, both schools will be impressive. Nebraska has a 
tailback (Craig) in the Jeff Kinney mold with more spectacular speed. The of- 
fensive line has a junior center (Remington) and senior tackle (Hurley) who 
intimidate like Carl Johnson and Doug Dumler of the 70's. But the comparisons 
come to an abrupt halt at wingback and quarterback. Few are comparing 
Mark Mauver-Turner Gill to Tagge and Van Brownson. Yet the possibility of an 
alternating tandem has been admitted in order to allow the sophomore sensa- 
tion (Gill) to mature. Dave Humm was allowed to redshirt under similar circum- 
stances in ‘71 because of this exceptional talent at QB. And at wingback, 
Anthony Steels has game-breaking tendencies like Johnny Rodgers but he is 
not as consistently prolific. But whoever will? Nevertheless, the ‘81 offense will 
finish in the top 5 nationally, although should not be considered on a par with 
the best of the Devaney era. 

The Sooner defense will also be formidable but the inexperience of its talent- 
rich youngsters may prevent a bullet-proof look at least until late November. 
End Raymond Hamilton and tackle Derland Moore were All-Conference as jun- 
iors in 1971 and later excelled as pro players. Lucious Selmon showed flashes 
of brillance at the other tackle but didn't emerge asa star until shifted to nose- 
guard in ‘72. In 1981, Mike Reilly will be an All-Conference end if the switch 
from linebacker is made and sophomore Ricky Bryan is the next Outland candi- 
date for Oklahoma at tackle. Johnny Lewis has a chance to be the league's 
best noseguard. So the trenches are comparable. Shipp and Benson are ona 
par with Cumby and Shoate, and haven't been blooded. By November they 
should surpass the ‘71 linebackers which featured Steve Aycock. The secon- 
dary will be seasoned, if not spectacular, with 3 future All-American freshmen 
waiting in the wings. 

The key to a rematch with "Decade Dimensions” hinges on Oklahoma. The 
Sooner wishbone, which was born in 1971, has a tendency to sputter and pop 
in the first four games which will encounter USC and Texas. An indecisive 
spring may have made matters worse for a fast start. If a National Champion- 
ship is at stake in November, Oklahoma must defeat the Trojans and probably 
the Longhorns. Otherwise, Notre Dame, Michigan and USC will corner the 
National press and there will be no tomorrow for the Big 8. 

Other similarities? Frank Seurer and Kerwin Bell loom as the heirs apparent 
to Davie Jaynes and Delvin Williams’ record setting seasons at Kansas in ‘71 
and '72 and Cyclones will remember the human juggernaut, George Amund- 
son, who rushed for 1260 yards as a tailback--a mark well within Dwayne 
Crutchfield’s grasp this year. Dennis Morrison suddenly found the range at QB 
for the Wildcats that year which may portent well for Darrell Dickey, and a 
young sophomore, Isaac Jackson, burst out of the backfield to add balance to 
the running game, which is hoped for this year. Barry Price and Cleveland 
Vann gave the Cowboys of the 70's two stellar-stoppers in the same mold as 
Young-Green today but can a Brent Blackmon be found? Colorado has only 
one thing in common with its predecessor of 1971 which finished 3rd in the 
land. Eddie Crowder and Chuck Fairbanks, who co-authored the 1-2-3 finish 
are now combining forces, but the reclamation is still a year away. And 
Missouri of old was struggling to find the right combination of starters to con- 
tend with the big 4. Most did not see them asa factor in the 1971 race and it 
resulted in a bitterly disappointing 1-10 flop. Most again see 1981 as a dis- 
appointment, but the Tigers will surprise. 

Oh, Yeah! There was a Damkroger on that 1971 Cornhusker National 
Champion. Maury, a sophomore, alternated with Bill Olds, a junior, to give 
Nebraska great talent at fullback. Brother Steve Damkroger will start on the 
other side of the ball in 1981 and make this a year for Nebraskans to 
remember. 


BOB HENTZEN 
Topeka Capital-Journal 


1. Oklahoma 2. Nebraska 3. Missouri 
4. Kansas 5. lowa State 6. Oklahoma State 
7. Kansas State 8. Colorado 


Such institutions as General Motors, the 
New York Yankees and gold may have 
their sinking spells, you can still count 
on Oklahoma and Nebraska--usually in 


that order--in the Big Eight. There’s no 


reason to believe the 1981 season will be 
any different. An interesting race looms 
for the other spots in the first division 
and the bow! bids that figure to go with 
‘em. 


Top offensive player: Kerwin Bell, KU. 
Top defensive player: Jimmy Williams, 
NU. Top sophomore player: Kerwin 
Bell, KU, National championship: Okla- 
homa. 


MIKE BABCOCK 
Lincoln Journal & Star 


1. Nebraska 2. Oklahoma 3. Missouri 


4. Kansas 5. lowa State 6. Oklahoma State 


7. Kansas State 8. Colorado 


Common sense in the form of nine loss- 

‘es in the last 10 games with Oklahoma 
dictates that Nebraska be picked second 
to another Sooner first . . . but on any 
given Saturday, the Cornhuskers could 
pull off the big upset. If the “given” Satur- 
day is Nov. 21 in Norman, Nebraska will 
be the Big Eight champion. For the other 
six teams in the conference, that’s an im- 
possible dream. 


Top offensive player: Roger Craig, NU. 
Top defensive player: Jimmy Williams, 
NU. Top sophomore player: Buster 
Rhymes, OU. National championship: 
Southern Cal. 


_ JOHN AKERS 
Ames Daily Tribune 


1. Oklahoma 2. Nebraska 3. lowa State 
4. Missouri 5. Kansas 6. Oklahoma State 
7. Kansas State 8. Colorado 


Oklahoma should be awesome this year 
with Nebraska right behind. The rest of 
the league levels off between lowa 
State, Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma 
State--with the Cyclones getting the nod 
because of experience, something they 
haven’t had in three years. Kansas State 
didn’t help itself with its recruiting, and 
Colorado’s talented sophomores need 
still more developing. 


Top offensive player: Dwayne Crutch- 
field, ISU. Top defensive player: Ricky 
Young, OSU. Top sophomore player: 
Kerwin Bell, KU. National champion- 
ship: Notre Dame. 


THE WRITERS’ 
POLL 


1971 THE YEAR 


THE BIG & 
BECAME THE 
UPER CONFERENCE 


By BILL CONNORS, Sports Editor, Tulsa World 


U.S.A. In the third year of the Nixon Presidency, 

"peace with honors” remained an unfulfilled 
campaign promise. Dissent over the war in Vietnam left 
emotional scars that healed more slowly than some of those 
suffered in battle. The country bled over double-digit 
inflation, buried Louie Armstrong and braced for wage and 
price controls. 

But, 1971 was a uniquely utopian year for the Big Eight 
Conference’s football prestige. It was culminated by a historic 
1-2-3 national sweep by Nebraska, Oklahoma and Colorado. 
It was the first and only time teams from the same conference 
occupied the top three spots in a season-ending poll. The 
trampled victims included the elite likes of Alabama, 
Southern California, Texas, Ohio State, Louisiana State and 
Auburn. 

The national championship was Nebraska’s second in a 
row. The Cornhuskers compiled a 13-0 record with an all- 
purpose excellence that made them distinctive. From a 34-7 
victory over Oregon in the opener through a 38-6 wipeout of 
unbeaten Alabama in the Orange Bowl, the Cornhuskers out- 
classed every opponent except Oklahoma. Nebraska’s 
average score against its other 12 victims was 40-6. 

Oklahoma, with the most prolific rushing offense in 
college history, lost only to Nebraska, 35-31, in a classical 
showdown that surpassed its billing. The Sooners’ sleek, swift 
Wishbone set NCAA rushing records by averaging 472 yards 
per game and gaining 711 yards against Kansas State. 

Colorado may also have made history by winning 10 games 
despite road games with Louisiana State, Ohio State, 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and Houston. 

Colorado was beaten decisively by Nebraska and 
Oklahoma. There was no doubt about the Buffs being a 
distant third in the Big Eight. But, the final ranking by 


N INETEEN-SEVENTY-ONE was not a happy time for the 
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Associated Press voters was a consoling message that, in effect 
said, Nebraska and Oklahoma belonged on a pedestal and 
Colorado was the best of the rest. 

“In all likelihood, we will never see this happen again,” said 
Colorado athletic director Eddie Crowder, who coached the 
'71 Buffs. “Even before scholarship limitations, the odds 
against any conference having the No. 1, 2and 3 ranked teams 
were overwhelming. We just happened to have the right 
blend of outstanding experienced players and outstanding 
inexperienced players plus fine coaching in the conference at 
a time when we were able to give more scholarships than 
most conferences. It was an incredible achievement.” 

The number of superlative players in the Big Eight in 1971 
was also incredible. Nebraska had five No. 1 draft choices; a 
Heisman-to-be in wingback Johnny Rodgers; the Outland 
Trophy winner in tackle Larry Jacobson, and the following 
year’s winner of that award, nose guard Rich Glover. 

Nebraska’s I-formation offense was smooth and unerring. 
It featured quarterback Jerry Tagge, a 60 per cent passer and 
the Big Eight leader in total offense, tailback Jeff Kinney, 
powerful and unexcelled at the goal line, and the breathless 
Rodgers, a home run threat every time he caught a pass or a 
kick. 

But the monument to Bob Devaney’s team was a fortress- 
like defensive line that had Jacobson and Glover in the 
middle, Willie Harper at right end and tackles John Dutton 
and Monte Johnson on the second unit! 

There were five 1,000-yard rushers, a conference record. 
The leader was Oklahoma halfback Greg Pruitt, who set 
records by gaining 1,665 yards (since broken) and averaging 
9.4 yards per carry. Jack Mildren of Oklahoma set a rushing 
record for quarterbacks by gaining 1,140 yards. Mildren and 
Pruitt finished 1-2 in Big Eight scoring, and 6-3, respectively, in 
the Heisman Trophy voting. The silky execution and speed of 


DETERMINATION: SLASHING, CHURNING AND DRIVING, Jeff Kinney would not be denied and in five waning minutes, 


gave Nebraskans their finest hour. . . the National Championship and the Game of the Cénturysthis 
picture best characterizes the Will to Win which was gallantly displayed by both teams in 1971. 
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Mildren and Pruitt prompted Kansas State Coach Vince 
Gibson to say, “Oklahoma runs like they came down froma 
higher league.” 

Tailback Charlie Davis of Colorado rushed for the fourth 
highest total in Big Eight history (1,386 yards) and set a record 
by gaining 342 yards against Oklahoma State, but failed to 
make All-Conference. Most any other year Davis would have 
been the Big Eight’s player of the year. But in 1971 the 
presence of Pruitt and Kinney crowded Davis to second team 
status. 

Flanker Cliff Branch, Davis’ teammate, had a similar 
frustration. Branch, college football’s fastest player (.2 in the 
100), had five punt returns ranging from 59 to 85 yards and 
averaged 26 yards on nine reverses. But in 1971 had the 
luckless fate to play the same position as the nonpareil 
Rodgers. 

Record and near-record performances were not confined 
to backs and linemen. John Carroll of Oklahoma set a record 
for kick scoring with 80 points and John Benien of Oklahoma 
State averaged 45.5 yards per punt, fourth highest in 
conference history. 

Nebraska had nine consensus all-conference selections. 
Oklahoma had seven. Colorado had two. 

The success of the top three overshadowed Iowa State, 
which had its most successful team in history with an 8-3 
record (since equalled) and played in its first bowl. The 
Cyclones had the Big Eight’s No. 4 rusher in George 
Amundson (1,260 yards) and such talents as tight end Keith 
Keepfle and linebacker Matt Blair. But they lost to the big 
three by a margin of 78 points. 

"It was frustrating to have such fine team and finish fourth,” 
former lowa State Coach Johnny Majors said. “But it was not 
embarrassing. Nebraska and Oklahoma beat the best teams 
from the best conferences the same way they beat us.” 

True. Oklahoma defeated Texas, 48-27; Southern 
California, 33-20; and led Auburn 31-0, at halftime of the 
Sugar Bowl before winning, 40-22. Nebraska led Alabama, 28- 
0, at halftime in the Orange Bowl. Eight of the Cornhuskers’ 
victims did not score until the second half, and only three 
scored more than one touchdown. 

Nebraska’s superiority had been developing since Devaney 
rebuilt his 1969 team around the Tagge-Kinney sophomore 
class. The Cornhuskers won their last seven games of 69 and 
looked very much like a contender for the summit by the time 
they blew Georgia away in the Sun Bowl. In 1970 they added 
Rodgers and the only blemish was a tie with Southern 
California. Still, it took bowl upsets of No. 1 Texas and No.2 
Ohio State on Jan. 1 for the Cornhuskers to be awarded the 
national championship. Many thought Notre Dame was more 
deserving. 

Prior to the start of the 1971 season Devaney made two 
moves that strengthened his team significantly. He 
discontinued alternating Tagge with Von Brownson and 
moved Glover, a reserve tacke, to nose guard. Suddenly, 
Nebraska had a bullet proof look. 

In contrast, the success of Oklahoma and Colorado 
surprised most observers. 

Oklahoma saved Chuck Fairbanks’ job in 1970 after boldly 
switching to the Wishbone after three games. For much of 
1970 halfback Joe Wylie was Oklahoma’s only threat. But 
Mildred bloomed and an injury opened the door for Pruitt, 
recruited as a wide receiver for the Veer, to start at halfback in 
the eighth game. Pruitt ran the Sooners to a salvaging 7-4 
record anda tie with Alabama in the Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl. 

Nevertheless, there were no forecasts of a new dynasty. A 
perilous nonconference schedule was expected to preclude 
much, if any, improvement in the Sooners’ record. 

Colorado, coming off a 6-5 record, had an even more 
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difficult schedule awaiting its sophomoric team. The Buffs 
figured to be taxed to equal their 1970 record. Because 
Colorado went on to have its best team ever and Oklahoma 
had its best-ever offense, Nebraska’s domination was more 
noteworthy. The Cornhuskers led the Big Eight in every 
defensive category. They set a conference record by 
intercepting 27 passes and, despite having to face the 
thundering machines of Oklahoma and Colorado, restricted 
opponents to an average of 85 yards rushing per game. 

Ten years later Devaney, who retired following the 1972 
season but remains as Nebraska athletic director, is discreet 
with his evaluation of the 1971 Cornhuskers. He said 
Oklahoma’s 1973 defense may have been better overall, 
because of an edge in backs and linebackers. He said 
Oklahoma had "several fine offensive teams that had more 
speed” than Nebraska had in 1971. 

"But on balance, | have not seen a better team than our 1971 
team,” Devaney said. “| have seen a lot of teams that did one 
thing or two things better than we did. But | haven’t seen a 
team that could run the ball, throw the ball, catch the ball and 
play defense and return kicks as well as our team. And, we 
had the best defensive line, all the way across the line, I’ve 
seen.” 

Tackle Bill Janssen and end John Adkins joined Jacobson, 
Glover and Harper as starters. But as Oklahoma discovered, 
the 6-7 Dutton, a sophomore, played more than Janssen in 
critical situations. When Jacobson needed relief the 
Cornhuskers could call on the 6-6 Johnson. Amazingly, 
Johnson started for two Super Bow! champions at Oakland 
(which drafted him on the second round), But he never 
started at Nebraska. 

With that kind of depth and muscle, Nebraska simply 
smothered first class offenses. Colorado gained only 160 
yards, 34 ona broken play for a touchdown. The Cornhuskers 
had another asset: Pride. They seemed sure to record their 
fourth straight shutout when Oklahoma State scored twice on 
the reserves in the final 1:52. Defensive coordinator Monte 
Kiffin and the starters tongue lashed the reserves. 

How good was this team? 

Johnny Majors, lowa State coach at the time, said before 
the Nebraska-Oklahoma game: 

"Nebraska has the most complete football team I’ve ever 
seen. They are overwhelming on defense; they have great 
offensive balance, and they have great depth and poise. Asa 
coach, you dream about having the perfect team that can do 
everything. That’s what Nebraska is--the perfect team.” 

But, Majors added, “| don’t know if Nebraska will beat 
Oklahoma. Oklahoma looks like they might score on every. 
snap. They make you question what you believe in, because 
by doing one thing (run) better than anybody ever has 
Oklahoma just might beat the ultimate football team.” 

Majors moved to Pittsburgh, where he produced the 1976 
national champion, and is starting his fifth year at Tennessee, 
where his opponents have included Alabama’s national 
champions of 1978 and 1979 and Georgia’s 1980 national 
champions. Majors’ update on Nebraska’s 1971 team: 

"It is a moot question. | don’t want to sound like an 
authority. Personally, | think our 1976 team at Pittsburgh had 
the best balance | have ever seen ona college team. Nebraska 
had great balance, but | don’t remember their kicking as 
being outstanding. We had an outstanding kicking game. 

"But, without question, Nebraska in 1971 was a great team, 
It was the best team | ever competed against. At Pittsburgh, 
we played a national championship team at Oklahoma (1975) 
and Notre Dame’s 1977 national championship team, and at 
Tennessee we’ve played several fine Alabama teams. But 
none of them was as good as Nebraska in 1971.” 

Was Nebraska the best team in Big Eight history? 

“lam not prepared to go that far,” Crowder said. “Nebraska 
was an excellent team. But we have had an awful lot of fine 


teams in the conference and | am not sure it is a sound thing 
to suggest Nebraska was the best.” 

As if they did not have enough going for them, the 
Cornhuskers were also long on intelligence. They placed 
seven on the All-Big Eight Academic Team, includng three of 
their four defensive backs: Cornerback Jim Anderson, strong 
safety, or monster, Dave Mason, and free safety Bill Kosch. 
Anderson, Kosch and cornerback Joe Blahak were all- 
conference. 

“Our defensive backs didn’t measure up to our linemen,” 
said Kiffin, now head coach at North Carolina State. "But they 
were a smart group and didn’t make mistakes. They played 
zone coverages very well. But the line was the strength of our 
defense.” 

Kiffin said Devaney was solely responsible for moving 
Glover to nose guard. "Glover didn’t impress me as a backup 
tackle,” Kiffin said. “Coach Devaney said maybe we ought to 
move him to nose guard. | didn’t know if he had the 
quickness to play there. But from day one he was sensational. 
We walked off the practice field the first day knowing it was a 
great move.” 

Kiffin thought Harper, despite making All-America, was 
underrated. “He had tremendous quickness and fantastic 
feet,” Kiffin said. “He was almost impossible to knock off his 
feet. And, we were in the perfect scheme for him.” 

Perhaps the most underrated phase of Nebraska’s 1971 
team was the offensive line. Guards Dick Rupert and Keith 
Wortman, tackles Carl Johnson and Daryl White and center 
Dog Dumler were superb blockers. So were fullbacks Bill 
Olds and Maury Damkroger. 

As Majors noted, Nebraska was not superior in all phases of 
kicking. Jeff Hughes averaged only 36 yards punting. But Rich 
Sanger set an NCAA record with 60 extra points. He 
converted on 92 per cent of his attempts. 

Of course, the best thing about Nebraska’s kicking game 
was Rodgers. He returned four punts for touchdowns, 
including a 92-yarder against Oklahoma State and a 62-yarder 
against lowa State. He returned a kickoff 98 yards against 
Texas A&M. 

In addition, Rodgers caught 57 passes for 956 yards and four 
touchdowns, and averaged 6.7 yards per rush. He was the 
super player on a super team. 

Bear Bryant, whose Alabama team passed Oklahoma for 
the No. 2 spot in the polls prior to the bowl games, recalled 
Bud Wilkinson warning “me that Nebraska had more great 
players than any team he had ever seen. After they 
embarrassed us | decided Bud was right.” 

Whether Oklahoma in 1971 had great players or a novel 
offense that opponents did not understand is debatable. But 
Chuck Fairbanks suspected in spring practice the Sooners 
might be special, because of Pruitt. The final week of spring 
practice the cautious Fairbanks said, "| don’t want to say much 
yet, but Pruitt looks like a great back.” 

Barry Switzer, then offensive coordinator, said, “we got our 
whole Wishbone package together in the spring of ’71. With 
Mldren’s execution and Pruitt’s speed, it was obvious we 
could be a great offensive team.” 

Larry Lacewell, former defensive coordinator at Oklahoma, 
pointed OU’s defense dominated the Sooner offense in the 
springs prior to 1971. “But all of a sudden we couldn’t stop 
them in ’71,” said Lacewell, now head coach at Arkansas State, 
“And, we knew something about the Wishbone from playing 
Texas. But Pruitt ran wild on us. | thought our defense must be 
terrible or our offense was great.” 

Gary Gibbs, Oklahoma’s current defensive coordinator, 
was in his first spring practice in 1971, as a defensive end. 

“It began to dawn on me that Pruitt, not Wylie, was our best 
back,” Gibbs said. "I didn’t realize until that spring what a 
competitor Pruitt was and how he would back up his words 
with deeds. | remember a scrimmage when the defense 


stopped him three times in a row and guys were needling him 
by saying ’what’s the matter Greg?’ On the next play Pruitt 
went 80 yards, spiked the ball and let the defense know we 
couldn’t stop him. | don’t think we were surprised when he 
ran wild the next season. 

Nevertheless, Mildren said he thought the Sooners were 
running scared until their 500-yard games against Southern 
California and Texas. Even after Wylie’s 85-yard kickoff return 
ignited a 55-29 slaughter of Pittsburgh (which upset UCLA the 
preceeding week), in game two, Mildren was unconvinced. 

"But after beating Southern Cal and Texas, | figured we 
must be pretty good,” Mildren said. Pruitt had touchdown 
ruins of 75, 42 and seven yards and 205 yards on 16 carries 
against USC. He gained 216 yards on 20 carries against Texas, 
but Mildren’s deft pitchouts and toughness were more 
impressive. 

Former Arkansas Coach Frank Broyles called Mildren’s 
performance against Texas “the greatest | ever saw by an 
option quarterback. Texas tackled him 45 times and 13 of 
them were slobber knockers. For Mildren to keep playing so 
well was amazing.” 

Many of Texas’ punishing tackles on Mildren would not be 
legal under today’s rules. Switzer said the only time an OU 
quarterback called his own play “since we’ve been here” 
occurred against Texas in ’71, when Mildren was so groggy 
from pain “he called a play without knowing what he was 
doing.” Said Lacewell: “Mildren was the most physical player 
| have ever seen.” 

After Texas, the Sooners blitzed Colorado for 670 yards and 
a 45-17 victory. Pruitt gained 190 yards. The next week Pruitt 
gained 294 yards and the Sooners scored on 11 straight 
possessions in their 711-yard, 75-28 track meet at Kansas State. 

Wylie’s disabling ankle injury, suffered on a punt return 
against USC, did not slow the Sooner Wishbone. Roy Bell 
filled in admirably. Fullback Leon Crosswhite also reeled in 
some of the slack, behind the blocking of a line led by center 
Tom Brahaney, guard Ken Jones, tackle Dean Unruh and tight 
end Albert Chandler. 

Don Breaux, Washington Redskins backfield coach, 
specialized in developing all-star quarterbacks at Florida 
State, Arkansas, Florida and Texas in offenses that varied from 
the Wishbone to pro-type passing. Breaux preferred passing 
attacks. Hence, his comment about Oklahoma’s 1971 offense 
is significant. 

“| think Oklahoma’s offense in 1971 was the best in the 
history of college football,” Breaux said. “People did not 
know how to defend the Wishbone then, and Oklahoma 
scored a lot on alignment errors by the defense, But 
Oklahoma refined the Wishbone and Mildren was super. | 
doubt that what they did will ever be equalled.” 

Oklahoma’s defense had all-conference linemen in end 
Raymond Hamilton and Derland Moore, and |.ucious Selmon 
was a comer but uncomfortable at tackle in the 4-3 alignment 
the Sooners dropped the next year. What made Oklahoma’s 
offense continue to run scared were the linebackers and 
secondary, which were experienced but blessed with only 
average ability. 

If Oklahoma had reason to run scared, Colorado was 
justified in being terrified at the outset. 

"On our traveling squad of 50, we took 20 sophomores to 
LSU,” Crowder said. Two of the sophomores were the 
catalysts of the Buffaloes’ rise, tailback Charlie Davis and 
quarterback Ken Johnson. 

“Johnson was a redshirt and we felt he would be a fine 
player as a sophomore,” Crowder said. “And, we knew Davis 
was a wonderful talent. Still, playing at Baton Rouge does not 
inspire confidence.” 

LSU, which finished 10th in one poll and 11th in another 
with a 9-3 record, may have taken Colorado lightly. The Buffs 

Continued on the following page. 
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THE MENACING FIGURE of Rich Glover (79) is gone and the wonderous wishbone at Oklahoma 
with Pruitt, Wylie, Crosswhite and Mildren is broken. The Big Eight’s No. 1 pro draft choice after 
1971, George Amundson of ISU, has departed; so also the “artful dodger”, Johnny Rodgers 
with Heisman in hand. A decade has passed but we will never forget the likes of these. 
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were beaten by LSU’s struggling neigh- 
bor, Tulane, in the 1970 Liberty Bowl. 
LSU had drubbed Tulane. 

Whatever, LSU failed to cope with the 
triple option Colorado ran from its I- 
formation. Davis consistently got out- 
side LSU’s crashing ends to take 
Johnson’s pitchouts. Davis rushed for 
174 yards in his college debut. He ran 47 
yards for the touchdown that clinched 
the Buffs’ most important opening vic- 
tory in history. Branch scored on a 75- 
yard punt return in the 31-21 shocker. 

"That game gave us tremendous confi- 
dence which our team sustained going 
into Ohio State,” Crowder said. “Our 
team felt they were mature when we 
went to Ohio State. The Buckeyes, re- 
building, fell, 20-14, as Johnson scored 
on runs of 39 and six yards and Branch re- 
turned a punt 68 yards for a touchdown. 

The Buffs had alerted the nation and 
made it impossible to slip up on anyone 
else. But they avoided the pitfalls of 
several Colorado teams by not allowing 
themselves to be ambushed. They had a 
difficult game with lowa State and had to 
come from behind against Kansas State. 
They were knocked out early by Okla- 
homa and Nebraska. But they finished 
strong. 

Johnson, despite 39 per cent comple- 
tion record, passed for 1,126 yards, sec- 
ond highest in school history. Defensive 
tackle Herb Orvis was all-conference 
and nose guard Bud Magrum was Big 
Eight newcomer of the year. Branch’s 
punt return figures were only a fraction 
off those of Rodgers. Offensive tackle 
Jake Zumbach was all-conference. 

Cornerback Cullen Bryan, safety John 
Stearns and offensive tackle Greg 
Horton were steadying influences for 
such sophomores as tight end J.V. Cain 
and fullback Bo Matthews. 

“We obviously had a lot of good 
players,” Crowder said. “But, we had 
one shortcoming that worried me from 
the start. We had so many sophomores 
there was a question they would be con- 
sistent throughout the year and against 
teams like Nebraska and Oklahoma. 
And, it was sophomore mistakes that 
took us out of our games with Nebraska 
and Oklahoma.” 

While some at Nebraska and Okla- 
homa expressed surprise by Colorado’s 
third-place selection in the final AP poll, 
there are six players from Colorado’s 
1971 team still active in the NFL, com- 
pared to five from Oklahoma and four 
from Nebraska. Colorado would surely 
have a seventh had Cain not died in 
1979. In addition, Johnson is the only 
quarterback from the big three still ac- 
tive as a professional-in the Canadian 


League, with Calvary. Stearns is a catcher 
with the New York Mets. 

“| know there was a lot of talk about 
whether Colorado really deserved to be 
ranked ahead of Alabama after the 
bowls,” Kiffi said. “But, | believe if you 
check it out, you will find Colorado had 
better athletes than Alabama. 

After Colorado was smashed by 
Nebraska there was nothing to keep the 
Cornhuskers and their fans from look- 
ing ahead, one month, to the Thanksgiv- 
ing Day showdown in Norman. 

Actually, the countdown had begun 
the week after Oklahoma’s rout of Texas 
vaulted the Sooners to No. 2in the polls, 
behind Nebraska. So, for seven weeks 
the nation waited. For Oklahoma, out of 
the top 10 rankings since 1967 and conse- 
quently a hungry team, there was no 
danger of complacency. 

In contrast, Nebraska’s defending 
national champions had not lost in 29 
games, or lost to Oklahoma since 1968. 
Yet, the Cornhuskers seemed as hungry 
as the Sooners. They methodically 
destroyed one opponent after another. 
They out-gained Missouri, 603 yards to 
113, in a 36-0 mauling. 

"Oklahoma kept us motivated,” Kiffin 
said. “As Oklahoma kept rolling up 
those big scores our players realized 
‘ve had to do the same thing to hold our 
No. 1 rating. And Coach Devaney was 
very good at keeping things in 
perspective.” 

Finally, game day arrived. Nov. 25, 
1971. Nebraska was favored by one to 
three points. The Orange Bowl demon- 
strated its confidence in the Corn- 
huskers by extending them a bid to play 
Alabama. Sugar Bowl officials selected 
Oklahoma and drew Devaney’s wrath 
by publicly predicting the Sooners 
would defeat Nebraska decisively. 

The ABC telecast beamed the game 
live via satellite around the world, thus 
assuring the largest viewing audience of 
any college game in history. A record 
crowd of 63,385 jammed into Owen 
Field. A record number of newsmen 
covered the event. Taking no chances 
gamblers might attempt to torpedo his 
team with food poisoning, Devaney had 
Nebraska’s food flown from Lincoln. 

In the last 50 years only three No. 1 vs. 
No. 2 confrontations rivaled Nebraska- 
Oklahoma for ballyhoo. Two--Army- 
Notre Dame in 1946, and Michigan State- 
Notre Dame in 1966--were dull ties. 
Texas’ 15-14 comeback over Arkansas in 
1969 was a thriller. 

Nebraska-Oklahoma was the Mona 
Lisa of showdowns. The level of perfor- 
mance as high as the stakes. 
Devaney and Fairbanks, an end at 
Michigan State when Devaney was the 
Spartans’ end coach, emptied their po- 
tent guns on each other. The lead 


changed hands four times. Mildren, 
Rodgers, Glover, Kinney and Tagge 
were brilliant. 

Oklahoma outgained Nebraska, 467 
yards to 362, because of Mildren’s 
resourcefulness. But Nebraska prevailed 
because the Cornhuskers excelled in 
their specialities and clamped down on 
Oklahoma’s. They kept Pruitt from get- 
ting outside and Glover smashed Okla- 
homa’s inside running. They had only 
one fumble; Oklahoma had three. 

The Cornhuskers were staggered by 
Mildren’s passing bombs to split end 
John Harrison and Mildren’s 130 yards 
rushing on a new option wrinkle. But, 
they overcame Mildren by doing the 
things they did all year. Rodgers got his 
punt return touhdown and receptions; 
Kinney had a career high 174 yards rush- 
ing and scored four touchdowns, and 
when the game was on the line, Tagge 
directed a typical Nebraska drive of 74 
yards in 12 plays for the winning 
touchdown. 

A decade later it is known as THE 
GAME. Its impact on the Big Eighti is very 
visible. Six men who coached in that 
game are head coaches in the Big Eight: 
Fairbanks, Colorado; Switzer, Okla- 
homa; Tom Osborne (Cornhusker 
aide), Nebraska; Warren Powers 
(Nebraska aide), Missouri; Jimmy 
Johnson (Oklahoma aide), Oklahoma 
State; and Jim Dickey (Oklahoma aide), 
Kansas State. Devaney is athletic direc- 
tor at Nebraska. 

It was 49 degrees, dry and overcast at 
kickoff. The wind was 16 miles an hour 
from the north. 

In less than four minutes Oklahoma 
gave up what it knew it could not af- 
ford to give up: A72-yard punt return by 
Rodgers for a touchdown. Pruitt, who 
boasted that Rodgers “won’t get past 
me,” fled downfield and was in position 
to make the tackle almost as soon as 
Rodgers caught Wylie’s high kick. 

A normal player would have signaled 
fair catch. But not Rodgers. He faked 
Pruitt off his feet. Wylie might have 
made the tackle but was erased by 
Adkins on what Fairbanks thought was a 
clip. So did Wylie. But Rodgers was such 
a captivating, elusive runner, he gave 
the impression he would have scored, 
regardless, 

“We weren’t very good at tackling 
ghosts,” Lacewell quipped. 

Carroll’s 30-yard field goal cut 
Nebraska’s lead to 7-3 at the end of the 
first quarter. Nebraska converted a 
Pruitt fumble into a 14-3 lead. Mildren, 
doing most of the running, moved Okla- 
homa 80 yards to shave the deficit to 14- 
10, then 78 yards in 46 seconds for the 
lead. His 24-yard touchdown pass to 
Harrison, his teammate from Abilene, 
Texas, came with five seconds in the half 


and gavae OU a 17-14 lead. It was the 
first time all year Nebraska had been 
behind. 

But Mildren’s fumble at midfield in 
the third quarter set the stage for 
Nebraska to regain the lead on a 53-yard 
drive, then widen it to 28-17 on a 61-yard 
drive. Kinney’s bullish runs featured and 
concluded both drives. Mildren’s sec- 
ond touchdown ended a 72-yard drive 
that reduced Nebraska’s lead to 28-24 
after three quarters. 

Nebraska’s only turnover, a fumble by 
Tagge, gave the Sooners an opportunity 
to drive 68 yards and take the lead on 
Mildren’s 17-yard pass to Harrison. 

There was 7:10 left when Nebraska, 
trailing 28-31, received. Tagge trotted 


‘onto the field in a poised, confident, 


businesslike manner that was the hall- 
mark of the team he led. Oklahoma’s 
goal line was 74 yards away. He remem- 
bered Devaney telling him, “let’s have 
no mistakes.” And so the relentless Corn- 
huskers gave a clinic on fundamentals. 
Their blockers blasted Oklahoma’s de- 
fenders off the line of scrimmage and 
Kinney slashed and dragged them in pre- 
dictable plays that Oklahoma could not 
stop. 

With Moore handicapped by a knee 
injury and Hamilton slowed by an ankle 
injury that bothered him all year, the 
Sooners could not cope with what 
Fairbanks called “all that blocking and 
power.” 

However, the Sooners had Nebraska 
facing third and nine at its 46. Hamilton 
was a step short of sacking Tagge as he 
threw a low pass that Rodgers made a div- 
ing catch of for an 11-yard gain. Kinney 
then ran 13 yards. The rest was slow, sure 
death for Oklahoma, which did notstop 
Nebraska in four-down territory all day. 
From the 15 Kinney ran on four consecu- 
tive plays. On third down it appeared 
Kinney might have fumbled at the two- 
yard line. Selmon had the ball. Okla- 
homa partisans rejoiced. But, the film 
confirmed an official was correct in 
ruling Kinney did not fumble. On the 
next play he scored from the two with 
1:38 left. Sanger’s fifth extra point meant 
Oklahoma could not tie with a field 
goal. 

Mildren gave Nebraska a final scare. 
On first down, following the kickoff, he 
barely overthrew Harrison, who was 
open at the 50. But on third down 
Jacobson threw Mildren for an eight- 
yard loss and Glover battled down his 
fourth down pass. The game ended with 
the classy Cornhuskers choosing to let 
the clock run out, rather than try to 
score a meaningless touchdown from 
the two. 

It was an emotional sight as the teams 
left the field. Devaney and Fairbanks re- 
ceived telephone calls from President 
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Nixon at the Western White House. 
Oklahoma linebacker Mark Driscoll, 
run over by Kinney on the winning 
touchdown, tearfully pounded his fist 
against the Tartan Turf and had to be 
assisted to the dressing room. But, as a 
team, Oklahoma was not shattered. 

“| think we all felt we had been a part 
of the greatest football game ever 
played,” Switzer said. “We gave it our 
best shot. We just couldn’t stop 
Nebraska.” He added, “wasn’t Mildren 
something!” 

Orvile Henry, veteran sports writer 
from Little Rock, Ark., wrote that had 
the Heisman Trophy vote been taken 
after the game, Mildren would surely 
have won. If not Mildren, then Glover, 
or Rodgers, or Kinney or Tagge, or... 
But the vote had been taken weeks ear- 
lier and quarterback Pat Sullivan of 
Auburn won. Sullivan’s selection was an- 
nounced a few hours following 
Nebraska’s 35-31 victory. 

Both teams made tactical mistakes in 
their preparation. The nature of Okla- 
homa’s Wishbone tended to eliminate 
nose guards from the action. OU offen- 
sive line coach Bill Michael speculated 
Glover would not make five tackles. He 
made 22 and “shut our base (fullback) 
play down,” Switzer said. - 

Nebraska was so intent on making cer- 
tain Pruitt “did not beat us,” the Corn- 
huskers used a defense that invited 
Mildren to run and pass. 

“We had respect for Mildren,” Kiffin 
said. “But | admit! didn’t think he could 
carry the ball 30 times and stay in the 
game. And, | never dreamed he would 
almost kill us with his passing. He proved 
to us that day that he was a great player. 
We contained Pruitt (53 yards on 10 
carries) and shut down every option 
Oklahoma had success with going into 
our game. But Mildren ran an option 
that we hadn’t seen and, though he 
didn’t make any long runs, he just kept 
those four and five-yard gains.” 

Powers said, “we figured our pursuit 
would punish Mildren to the point 
where he would either have to leave the 
game or wear down and not be effec- 
tive. But he was some horse.” 

Mildren’s passing success (5-for-10, 
137 yards and two touchdowns) also sur- 
prised Oklahoma coaches, who expect- 
ed Nebraska to cover Harrison with its 
crack cornerback, Joe Blahak. But 
Blahak was also Nebraska’s best open 
field tackler and Kiffin moved him to 
safety “to get all the pressure we could 
on Pruitt.” Safety Bill Kosch was assigned 
to cover Harrison. 
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Blahak caused Pruitt to fumble and set 
up Nebraska’s second touchdown. But 
Kiffin admitted Kosch “couldn’t handle 
Harrison. It wasn’t the kid’s fault; it was 
my fault for moving him out of position. 
We made Harrison famous.” 

Both teams had unfinished business 
before the bowls. Nebraska went to 
Hawaii for a 45-3 slaughter. Oklahoma 
crushed Oklahoma State, 58-14. 

Meanwhile, Crowder was miffed 
upon learning Colorado’s opponent in 
the Astrodome would be Houston. 
Auburn Coach Shug Jordan complained 
the previous year the Bluebonnet Bowl 
was just another home game for 
Houston and a visiting team had no 
chance. 

Associate athletic director Fred 
Casotti remembers Crowder forcing 
Bluebonnet officials to permit Colorado 
to be the home team, thereby making it 
possible for three of the five officials to 
be from the Big Eight. 

Davis and Branch needed no incen- 
tive. They were from Houston. Branch 
enrolled at Houston for four days in 
1967, just long enough for the junior col- 
lege transfer to have his picture appear 
in the Cougars’ brochure. He then 
returned to junior college and spent a 
redshirt year at Colorado to become 
eligible. 

But a team that had been to Baton 
Rouge, Columbus, Norman and Lincoln 
did not figure to be awed by the Astro- 
dome, anyway. Davis ran for 202 yards 
and a glorious 24 hours for the Big Eight 
began on New Year’s Eve with a 29-17 
victory. 

The following afternoon Oklahoma 
ravaged Auburn, ranked No. 5 and 
runnerup to Alabama in the South- 
eastern Conference. With Oklahoma 
ahead, 31-0, at halftime, Switzer said, 
"imagine how Alabama must feel; 
they’ve got to play Nebraska tonight.” 

Alabama, 11-0 and also a Wishbone 
team, was advertised as a threat to 
Nebraska in its second game of the cen- 
tury. But, as Monte Johnson said, the 
Cornhuskers knew better. “After Okla- 
homa, Alabama was anti-climatic,” 
Johnson said. “We knew we had already 
won the game of the century. Alabama 
was a breeze.” 

The victory completed a 22-game win- 
ning streak for Nebraska and a span of 31 
games without defeat. Nebraska 
became only the sixth institution to win 
back-to-back national championships. 

The 1-2-3 poll and euphoria followed. 

Suddenly, 1971 was over; amemory to 
cherish for a conference accomplish- 
ment that was unprecedented and not 
likely to ever be matched. 
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Football Weekend Getaway 
$120.00 


Stay with us at the Skirvin Plaza Hotel and be @ Children under 16 stay free (with parents in 


pampered with hassle-free comfort on your Football same room). 

Weekend Getaway, only $120.00 double occupancy. @ All taxes and gratuities. 

Here’s what’s included: @ Special rates on suites. 

@ Two nights at the Skirvin Plaza (one-night Football Weekend Getaway dates are listed below. 
package available). So mark your calendar, call toll-free for reservations 

@ Full pre-game brunch with complimentary Bloody and enjoy college football excitement with the luxury 
Marys or Screwdrivers. of the Skirvin Plaza Hotel. 

@ Transportation to and from the Spt: IOWA STATE vs. OU October 3 
game. KANSAS vs. OU October 17 


COLORADO vs. OU October 31 
NEBRASKA vs.OU November 21 


Toll-Free Reservations: 1-800- 
ca) 654-4500. (In Oklahoma call: 
d 1-800-522-3333). 

HO ie. 3. 
One Park Avenue/ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102/ (405) 232-4411 


“15 miles from the University of Oklahoma football stadium” 


@ Complimentary cocktail in our 
Lobby Bar after the game. 

@ Free parking in the Skirvin 
Motor Plaza. 


THE STRENGTH 


OF A WINNING 


programs of America, consider that the following schools 
currently have or have had head strength coaches who 
worked under Epley at Nebraska: 

Oklahoma, Notre Dame, Missouri, Ohio State, UCLA, Texas 
A&M, Stanford, Arkansas, Miami, Wyoming, SMU, Arizona State, 
Washington State, Kansas State and Oregon. 

If those credentials don’t impress you, consider also that the 
head strength coaches for the Detroit Lions, the Minnesota 
Vikings and the New York Giants also are former Epley pupils. 

The Lions’ coach is Gary Wade, a native of Weeping Water, 
Neb. 

The Giants’ coach is Jim Williams, a native of Lincoln. 

The Ohio State coach is Steve Bliss, a native of Omaha. 

The UCLA coach is Donn Swanborn, a native of Gering, Neb. 

The Notre Dame coach is Bill Allerheiligen, a native of 
Holdrege, Neb. 

ee Missouri coach is Dave Redding, a native of North Platte, 
Neb. 

Nebraska athletes grew up under Epley. As his influence has 
spread to national levels, it’s no wonder young men interested in 
learning Epley’s philosophy are willing to serve apprenticeships 
at Nebraska. 

It’s also no wonder that last summer in Dallas, Epley received 
the first Paramount Cup, the Heisman Trophy of the National 
Strength Coaches Association (NSCA). 


T: MEASURE BOYD EPLEY’S IMPACT on the football 


JIMMY 
WILLAMS 


me | By RANDY YORK, 
Ei NS Lincoln Journal 


eet & Star 


The Paramount Cup is awarded to the NSCA’s National 
Coach of the Year. The inauguration of the award in 1980 went to 
the obvious choice -- Boyd Epley. 

Last summer, a crowd of 200 gave him a standing ovation at 
the North Park Inn in Dallas. 

After all, who deserved it more than Epley, the NSCA’s 
founder, executive director, president and chairman of the 
board? 

“No one,” replied George Dostal, Clemson’s head strength 
coach who was voted Region II honors at the group’s national 
convention. “Boyd Epley gave strength coaches in this country 
credibility. He brought us from nowhere.” 

Keith Kephart, former lowa State assistant football coach and 
now head strength coach at Kansas, said: “Boyd’s success didn’t 
just happen. He worked for it. He’s been very consistent across 
the board. He should reap the benefits.” 

There are times when it almost embarrasses Epley to do so 
because it’s his publication, headquartered in Lincoln, that 
trumpets the news of the association. 

Epley admitted he was thrilled with the honor, but he felt a 
little awkward about it. 

He shouldn’t. His expertise in the field of strength training 
was nationally recognized before the Paramount Cup was 
publicized. He’s on the staff of AMF as a consultant. He’s helped 
develop 28 All-Americans at Nebraska in the last 11 years. 
Epley is sincere, however, when he says the honors pale in 


comparison to the strides strength coaches have made in athletic 
programs across the country. 

“I’m just glad strength coaches have become an essential 
component in our athletic programs,” he said. “| remember, 
even in my first years here, no one thought we were important. 
One coach even asked why recruits should visit me when they 
visited our campus.” 

Credibility. It’s an important word. Epley strived for it, 
achieved it, and spread the word to the rest of the country like an 
evangelist. 

He is a believer, particularly in the character of the athletes 
recruited by Nebraska. 

"They do the work,” he said. "I just design it and organize it. 
In the earlier days, we were almost strictly football-oriented. 
Now, we’re more a part of the total picture. Every sport can and 
does use us. 

"We're interested in being national football champions,” 
he said. “But we also want the NCAA championship in gymnastics 
and the College World Series in baseball. Our goal is the total 
strength of Nebraska. When we won the 1979-80 Big Eight all- 
sports championship, | couldn’t have been happier. We’ve come 
a long way. It wasn’t that long ago when we were last.” 

Epley has been known to take a marginal athlete and turn 
him into a great athlete through long hours of blood, sweat and 
tears in the weight room. 

While Nebraska has been home for such celebrated walk- 
ons as I.M. Hipp and Jarvis Redwine, Epley has made NU the 
walk-on capital of the football world by developing lesser- 
known athletes into solid performers. 

In 1978, two fast-finishing juniors, center Kelly Saalfeld and 
defensive tackle Bill Barnett, credited Epley for giving them the 
strength to upset Oklahoma. 

| followed Boyd’s program for four straight summers,” 
offered Saalfeld, a Nebraska native who walked on without even 
making an all-conference team in high school. Saalfeld came to 
Nebraska weighing 190 pounds. He left for the Green Bay Packers 
and New York Giants a deceivingly massive 256 pounds. 

“1 think | can honestly make a rather dramatic statement,” 
Saalfeld said. “Without Boyd’s program, | never would have 
made the team, let alone do what I’m able to do now. I’d say his 
program puts us three games ahead of everyone else before the 
season even starts.” 

Barnett, an All-American prep player from Afton, Minn., was 
big, strong and heavily recruited. But he still insisted Epley’s 
program forced him to turn the corner and realize his potential. 

“If everybody on the team followed Boyd’s program, | don’t 
think anybody in the United States would have beaten us,” 


* ff 


y+. 


“a 3 ad i 


= 


_ 2 -". 
S » BOYD EPLEY AND 


ASSISTANT HEAD COACH 
MIKE ARTHUR 


Barnett said. “I’m not just saying that either. | really mean it.” 

Barnett, now a member of the Miami Dolphins, 
remembers coming to Nebraska “and sitting on my rear for two 
years. | thought | could play on my natural ability. | started the 
first game my sophomore year, but that didn’t last forever... 
because physically | couldn’t last forever.” 

Perhaps Epley’s prize pupil of all-time was Andy Means, 
considered the longest shot to ever finish first in a Nebraska 
uniform, Means, recently accepted into Nebraska’s law school, 
started three years for the Cornhuskers. 

Means was not among the top 200 prospects within 
Re eneanorsers after his senior year at Holdrege (Neb.) High 
School. 

Means started only one year there and reported to college as 
a 153-pound defensive back with a life time best of :04.9in the 40. 
Epley quickly added 32 pounds to his frame and improved 
Means’ speed to :04.4. He developed into one of the three fastest 
players on the team. 

This year, Epley is proudest of center Dave Rimington and 
defensive end Jimmy Williams. Not coincidentally, they happen 
to be the Huskers’ two best prospects for All-American honors. 

In March, Rimington set Nebraska records in the bench 
press (375 pounds) and hip sled (830 pounds). He also lifted 650in 
the squat, power-cleaned 308 and ran a lifetime best of :05.05 in 
the 40. His quickness, however, is best measured by the ball. 
Rimington resembles former Outland Trophy winner Greg 
Roberts of Oklahoma in that capacity. His strength has multiplied 
his quickness. 

Williams, a walk-on from Washington, D.C., was timed in 
:04.34 in one of his three 40-yard dashes at the conclusion of 
winter conditioning. His overall 40-yard average was :04.4...an 
amazing statistic for an athlete who weighs 223 pounds. 

Last year, Williams was a second-team All-Big Eight selection 
and named the Defensive Player of the Game in Nebraska’s 31-17 
win over Mississippi State in the Sun Bowl. 

Epley and the rest of the Nebraska coaching staff expect big 
things from Williams this fall. If he stays healthy, he’s almost a 
cinch to be first-round 1982 NFL draft material. 

Jimmy Williams is just one more product off Boyd Epley’s 
assembly line. 

“Coaches can no longer rely on the natural size and speed of 
athletes,” Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne said. “It’s absolutely 
necesary for athletes to get bigger, stronger and faster through a 
strength training program.” 

Osborne realized that long before he became a head coach 
eight years ago. 

It could be said the rest of the country realizes it, too. 
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HIGH OCTANE OFFENSE 


If the Sooners escape early encounters with USC and Texas, the Nation 
will hold its breath for another Titanic Collision with Nebraska. 

The Showdown in Norman will match the Number 1 Offense 

and the Number 1 Defense in one of football’s Finest Hours! 


By BILL CONNORS, Sports Editor, Tulsa World 


CHET WINTERS 
Oklahoma 
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HIS MIGHT BE Oklahoma’s best 

team since the Sooners last con- 

tended seriously for the national 
championship in 1978. But, the pieces 
will have to fall in place during 
preseason practice. They did not fall in 
place during spring practice. 

The Sooners have not had so many 
unanswered questions going into a 
season since Barry Switzer’s first year as 
head coach. Switzer would be fortunate 
if they were solved as nicely as 1973 
(when Waymon Clark, recruited after 
spring practice as a backup defensive 
end, became a 1,000-yard fullback and 
Wayne Hoffman, reserve defensive end, 
elevated tight end from a crisis to a 
strength). 

There are similarities to 1973. Tight 
end is a problem again and the Sooners 
play the second game at Southern 
California again. The ’73 Sooners used a 
7-7 tie with the Trojans as a springboard 
to an unbeaten season. 

The 1981 Sooners do not approach 
their 1973 alumni brothers in defensive 
muscle. But their potential is fascinating. 
If Kelly Phelps or Darrell Shepard 
blooms at quarterback . .. if they settle 
on an acceptable tight end .. . if Ricky 
Bryan and Johnnie Lewis, their best 
defensive linemen, have sound knees... 
the Sooners might repeat their 
73 success. Because of their 
junior- sophomore flavor, 
they figure to be one 
year from reaching 
vintage form. 


. 


WITH A 


Whatever, talent is not an issue. 
Getting it positioned and honed is the 
issue. 

The new quarterback will 
command a wishbone with swift, 
seasoned running backs. Halfback 
Buster Rhymes, a hollow-chested 195 
last year when he broke Nebraska’s 
heart but couldn’t block, plans to play at 
220 this year without compromising his 
speed. Stanley Wilson figures to be the 
Big Eight’s best fullback. Rhymes and 
Wilson will run behind a deluxe line. 
The defense will depend on several 
sophomores, but they are extraordinary 
prospects. 

"I’m not concerned about our 
ability,” Switzer said. "| don’t know if we 
have any great players, yet. But we have 
a lot of good players and | think we will 
have a good team. 

“But we have to do more 
scrimmaging in fall practice than we 
have ever done, because we did not 
accomplish the things we set out todoin 
spring practice.” 

A shortage of able-bodied running 
backs resulted in minimal spring 
scrimmages. This precluded Phelps an 
opportunity to demonstrate, as a starter 
and under fire, what OU staffers 
envisioned. Under limited practice 
conditions, Shepard, heretofore 
considered no threat to Phelps, 
improved his mechanics and wishbone Ney 
awareness so much Switzer flipped a 
coin to determine the starter for the 


Varsity-Alumni game. 4 


Phelps won the toss and out- 
performed Shepard decisively in the 
climactic spring exercise. But Switzer 


said he considered the position “wide 
open” and did not anticipate selecting a 

starter until September. 
It is the first time in 15 years Oklahoma 
came out of spring practice without a 
Continued on page 114. 
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ORGET ABOUT THE FOUR All-Ameri- 
can candidates on Nebraska’s high oc- 
tane offense for awhile. Move over to 
the other side of the football. Take a good 
look at No. 96 flanking the left and No. 97 
standing next to him. They aren’t the Sel- 
mon Brothers, but they aren’t the Doobie 
Brothers either. They’re the Williams Bro- 
thers and you better learn all you can 
about them because they’re the best bro- 
ther act college football has seen since the 
Selmons. Nebraska coaches believe Jimmy 
Williams (6-3, 227, Sr) should be the na- 
tion’s best collegiate defensive end this 
fall. They also believe Toby Williams (6-3, 
250, Jr) should be one of the nation’s best 
defensive tackles. All-Big 8 may not cover 
their skills. All-America is more like it. The 
two who walked on from Washington, D. 
C. could walk off as first-round draft 
choices. They’re that good. 
“I’ve heard a lot of nice things about Wil- 
lie Harper. But if Jimmy plays like he can 


play, he should be numbered with the 
greatest defensive ends this school’s ever 
had,” offers Nebraska defensive end coach 
George Darlington. “Jimmy doesn’t rattle 
your brain like Derrie Nelson, but he has a 
lot more speed. | think it’s realistic to ex- 
pect a first-team All-American season. | 
don’t see any better candidates. | also 
think Jimmy has a legitimate chance to win 
the Outland Trophy. “Jimmy knew no one 
was going to beat him out. He could have 
jacked around, but he didn’t. He just kept 
pushing himself. | have to think he’ll con- 
tinue to push himself,” Darlington say 
Jimmy first burst into prominence with 

quarterback sacks and a fumble recovery 
in Nebraska’s 21-7 nationally-televised win 
at Penn State last year. In the 31-17 Sun 
Bowl win over Mississippi State, he walked 
off the field squeezing the Most Valuable 
Lineman Award like he squeezed quarter- 
backs with nowhere to run. He recovered 
2 Mississippi State fumblers and forced 2 


TODD BROWN 
Nebraska 


By RANDY YORK, Lincoln Journal & Star 


pass interceptions. If Jimmy didn’t light up 
the nation’s eyes with a team-leading 53 un- 
assisted tackles last year, he will this year. 
Last March, he zipped a :04.34 in the 40. 
His average for six 40's was :04.40, 2/100ths 
of a second slower than Jarvis Redwine’s 
school record average of 38. “Jimmy 
can outrun almost any back in the in- 
country,” points out Nelson, NU’s 1980 
All-American defensive end. “No way are 
backs going to get outside on him, not 
even the great ones. He knows his stuff, 
too. He knows it better than | knew it and 
he’s never redshirted. I’d like to see a bet- 
ter defensive end than he is.” 

There may be better defensive tackles 
than brother Toby, but none with more 
potential, according to Husker defensive 
line coach Charlie McBride. “| put Toby in 
the Selmons’ category. He has all the natur- 
al ability--the stuff you don’t coach. You 
just hope you can coach enough techni- 
que to go with all that ability. In my mind, | 

Continued on page 106. 


A REPLAY OF 
THE '71 GAME 
OF THE DECADE 


This cast of Black Shirts is reminiscient of the Harper, Dutton, 

Blahak, Glover group which carried the Huskers to the National Crown. 
Barring injuries or a collapse of the Sooners against USC or Texas 

the stage will be set for another shootout of Decade Proportions 


STEVE DAMKROGER (35) will spear- 
head the black-shirts to a nation- 
leading defense. The last time a 
Damkroger played for Nebraska, they 
won the National Championship as well . 

as the "Game of the Century”. Be sure —~s ) , Oy + “4 
and read the Writers’ Poll about the ‘ ’ ) ec r 
possible Instant Replay of this game in : 

1981. DEFENSE WILL BE THE 
KEY TO WATCH ! 
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ONNIE DUNCAN WOULD LIKE 
D: believe in the Law of Aver- 

ages. He thinks he’s due for a lot 
of good breaks to offset the bad. 

In his first two years as lowa State’s 
head football Coach, Duncan encoun- 
tered more misfortune than he cares to 
remember, talk about, or experience 
ever again. 

His debut with the Cyclones in 1979 
was an injury-riddled disaster -- eight 
losses in 11 games. Last year began with 
five straight victories before quarter- 
back John Quinn injured his passing 
shoulder in the sixth game. 

Shorn of any semblance of a passing 
attack, and forced to rely almost entirely 
on the running of powerful Dwayne 
Crutchfield, a promising season sud- 
denly disintegrated. Five straight losses 
followed before the ledger ended 
above .500 with a closing triumph over 
Oklahoma State. 

But before you shed too many tears 
for Duncan, let’s hasten to point out that 
he may be about to reap some dividends 
from all the misery. 

A great many young players were 
pressed into service ahead of their time 
two years ago. They became battle- 
hardened veterans last season. 

Now most of them are back, not only 
for this year but next year as well. 

Eighteen starters return, more than 
any team in the Big Eight, and it will be 
a bitter disappointment to lowa State fol- 
lowers if the Cyclones aren’t in the thick 
of the conference title race and headed 
for a bowl game come late November. 

"If we stay in decent health,” said 
Duncan, ever mindful of the injury buga- 


A SUPER STAR 
BOUYS 
FIRST DIVISION FINI 


By BUCK TURNBULL, Des Moines Register 


boo, “we are going to be a physically 
strong football team capable of compet- 
ing with everybody we play.” 

By everybody, of course, he means 
Oklahoma and Nebraska. The Cyclones 
still might not have the talent to beat 
those two perennial powers, but they'll 
be competitive, and it shouldn’t come as 
a surprise if they knock off their other 
nine opponents. 

"We started eight sophomores on 
defense last year,” points out Duncan, 
“and they ought to be better as juniors.” 

"So | have to feel good about our 
defense. On offense, any time you have 
a back like Dwayne Crutchfield around, 
you know you're going to be able to 
move the football. One of the keys for us 
will be to keep Crutchfield healthy.” 

There’s that word again, but the man 
is understandably gun shy. He’ll never 
get over losing 18 starters with injuries 
for one or more games the way he didin 
1979. 

Perhaps the real key, though, is com- 
ing up with a passing game that will take 
some of the burden off Crutchfield’s 
brawny shoulders. 

“That was our objective in spring prac- 
tice and we feel good about what we 
accomplished,” explained Jim Williams, 
Duncan’s chief assistant and his offen- 
sive line coach. 

“We made a few changes designed to 
give us a more sophisticated offense. We 
should be a more dangerous team, 
better balanced between running and 
passing, and this will take some of the 
pressure off Crutchfield.” 

Last year the 230-pound Crutchfield 
transferred to lowa State after two years 

Continued on page 99. 
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Four-get the rumors. 
Kerwin is confirmed 
to ring the bell 

for flights to 

New Heights in ’81. 


By CHUCK WOODLING, Sports Editor, 


Lawrence J ournal-W orld 


N THE EARLY PLANNING stages, the 
[ idea was to call them Big Thunder 

and Little Thunder. But when Kansas’ 
spring football practice ended, there 
wasn’t a cloud in the sky. 

Little Thunder would, of course, be 
Kerwin Bell, the pony-sized but mercu- 
rial tailback who took the Big Eight by 
storm last fall, rushing for 1,114 yards 
and earning a spot on a bushel of all-this 
and all-that team. 

Big Thunder, on the other hand, wasa 
new face -- a fast-for-his-size 6-2, 250- 
pound fullback out of Scottsdale, Ariz., 
Junior College named Chris Emerson. 

Together, with Bell wearing No. 4 and 
Emerson No. 44, the Jayhawks would -- 
in theory, anyway -- have opposing 
defenders wishing they could four-get 
they’d ever seen such a demoralizing 
ball-carrying tandem. 

Whether Bell or Emerson would ever 
suit up for the Jayhawks this fall was hard- 
ly a certainty, however, as the spring 
ended. Bell was dismissed from the team 
by coach Don Fambrough just five days 
before the spring game. The boot, how- 
ever, may have been just temporary. 

“Kerwin Bell must prove to me,” 
Fambrough said, “that he wants an 
opportunity to get an education and to 
play football for the University of 
Kansas.” 

Bell, beset by some family problems 
back home in Huntington Beach, Calif., 
missed some spring workouts and cut 
some classes, leaving the KU coach with 
no choice. 

Quarterback Frank Seurer, Bell’s high 
school teammate and college room- 
mate, was confident Kerwin would re- 
solve things, however. 

Continued on page 78. 
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By BILL BECK, St. Louis 


F THERE IS A SINGLE IDEA upon 

which Big Eight coaches are agreed, it 

is that the conference has more 
balance than has been the case for years. 
Perhaps ever? 

This would appear to diminish the 
prospects of the 1981 Missouri Tigers 
who lost 14 starters and 25 lettermen 
from the 8-4, third-finishing Liberty 
Bowl team of 1981. 

Certainly, Oklahoma and Nebraska 
seem likely to remain atop the heap 
even though both seek quarterbacks. 
So, if lowa State and Kansas (providing 
spring problems with dazzling tailback 
Kerwin Bell are resolved) rise to the 
status of outright powers and Oklahoma 
State lives up to expectations, it would 
appear there is no direction for Missouri 
to head but down. On paper, the Tigers 
figure to skid into the second division, 
maybe as deep as sixth or seventh. 

Not so, averse Warren Powers, head- 
ing into his fourth season at Missouri 
and fifth as a head coach. 

"Balance will work in our favor,” said 
Powers. “When the conference is 
stronger, top to bottom, things can 
happen. And remember this. Anybody 
who wants to get anywhere has still got 
to beat Oklahoma. 

"We're faster, bigger and more 
physical than we have been. I’m excited 
about the kind of competition we had in 
spring practice. It was wide open. All we 
need is to have a couple of things drop 
into place for us next fall, and we can 
step on the field with anybody.” 


CAT IS 


LEANER AND MEANER 
-- AND GREENER 


The Tigers have an unseasoned look, 
but they’re faster and stronger 
and promise to be a spoiler in November. 


Missouri’s problems are not so much 
the number of starters lost, but the key 
areas in which highly efficient players 
completed their eligibilities; the 
problems with replacements have less to 
do with size or speed than with that 
bottom-line commodity, experience. 

These are the reasons constructive 
critics of the Tigers contend they are at 
least a year away from resuming their 
traditional role as Big Eight contenders: 
(l) In 20 days of spring practice, no 
quarterback stepped foward to take 
charge of the job laid down by record- 
setting All-Big Eight Phil Bradley when 
he graduated in May. 

(2) Missouri has no running back in the 
system in the mold of Tony Galbreath or 
Curtis Brown to replace the departed 
James Wilder; that promising 
youngsters Tracey Mack and George 
Shorthose will be only pedestrian at the 
Big Eight level. 

(3) You can’t rebuild an offensive line 
(the Tigers have only tight end Andy 
Gibler and center Brad Edelman 
returning) in one season. 

(4) You can’t wipe out a defensive 
secondary (the Tigers return only strong 
safety Kevin Potter) and hope to prosper 
right off the bat in this day of 
complicated, combination coverages. 

Powers and his staff barely 
acknowledge criticism No. 1. Yes, the 
coaches would have been happy if one 
of five candidates who were given the 
opportunity had taken charge in the 
spring. 

“But nobody really dominated,” said 
Powers. “We'll find our quarterback in 
the fall. He might even be a freshman.” 

As for the other three points, Powers 
finds them invalid. 


“We've got good running backs,” he 
insisted. "Bobby Meyer and Terry Hill 
are experienced seniors. Shorthose and 
Mack are great prospects.” 

Meyer, 5-10, 195-pounder from St. 
Louis with 4.6 speed (at 40 yards) is a 
complete player who in three previous 
seasons has astonished his coaches with 
his virtually errorless performances. 
Meyer almost never misses a hole or a 
block and never drops the football. He 
turns the ball upfield instinctively and 
led the Tiger running backs last year 
with 6.7-yard average. 

Hill, 5-8, 180, 4.6, is more the 
breakaway, scatback type whose sure 
hands ranked him third among Tiger 
receivers with 22 catches--one a 68-yard 
touchdown strike. A starter with Wilder, 
he netted 425 yards mostly on counter 
plays. But Hill’s average gain was only 3.8 
yards. 

Though Meyer and Hill go into the 
autumn as starters, the faithful see Mack 
and Shorthose as the runners of destiny- 
-the explosive horses Missouri must 
have to rise above mediocrity. 

Ordinarily, you would go to running 
back Bill (Thunder) Thornton to 
inquire into the potential of Mack and 
Shorthose. But the enthusiastic 
Thornton loves ’em all, the long and the 
short and the tall. Objectivity be 
hanged, there is nota horse in his stable 
who could not, given the opportunity, 
win the Kentucky Derby. 

So, you look to a cgach once 


removed. Dick Beechner coaches the 
tight ends and specialty teams and itis in 
the latter role that he gets a first look at 
all of Missouri’s more promising football 
players. 

"Mack and Shorthose are just 


beginning to show the brightness we 
knew was there,” replied Beechner. 
"Can Mack and Shorthose be premier- 
type running backs? | got a hunch they'll 
be pretty good before they’re through. 
You’ve got to remember you’ve only 
seen two freshmen at work. They’re so 
good already that we tend to forget 
that.” 

Mack, 6-0, 210, 4.4, is the fullback 
type. The sophomore-to-be from St. 
Louis played brilliantly in Missouri’s pre- 
conference schedule a year ago and was 
named the outstanding offensive back 
in the spring game. 

"Tracey has the power to go inside 
and the speed to go outside,” said 
Powers. “Mack didn’t play a lot in Big 
Eight games last year because when you 
have a Wilder and a Meyer and they’re 
reasonably healthy, you want them to 
see as much action as possible.” 

Shorthose, 6-0, 200, 4.36, isthe broken 
field runner of the pair. Given daylight, 
he is extremely dangerous. The prep All- 
American from Jefferson City, Mo., is 
cool and sure-handed and became 
Missouri’s No. 1 punt returner in the 
spring. 

In trying to explain the learning 
process confronting Mack and 
Shorthose, Beechner put it this way: 

“Football is like a dance in which the 
offense moves and the defense moves 
right with it. And football is like 
basketball in that occasionally, a 
defender overplays his man. When that 
happens, the offensive player goes the 
backdoor on him. 

“On every running play in football, a 
crack opens up somewhere. Mack and 
Shorthose have to learn to see that 
backdoor and go through it when the 

Continued on page 92. 


THE YEARLINGS 
MUST MATURE 


A healthy leader Directs 
A return to Low-keyed running 
to brighten the out-look for the Cowboys. 


ONTRARY TO WHAT YOU may 
{ have heard, or read, things have 

not changed all that much around 
the Oklahoma State football complex. 

Jimmy Johnson, launching his third 
season at the Cowboy helm, hasn’t 
suddenly grown horns and fangs. There 
aren’t any whips or chains strewn 
around his office either. 

Johnson’s assistants, despite 
reports, have been seen in_ public 
regularly since that final game in 
Norman last year. Whatever story you’ve 
been told about bread and water being 
shipped into their offices is not true. 

And, the Cowboy players even have 
smiles on their faces. As yet none have 
been told to bench press Lewis Stadium 
or run from Stillwater to Guymon as 
punishment. 

Basically, this is the same bunch that 
went to work following OSU’s honor- 
filled, 7-4 season in 1979. The only 
difference has been intensity and one 
only has to look at last year’s 3-7-1 
showing to understand why. 

OSU has gone about its business ina 
quiet, professional manner during the 
off-season. Hours haven’t been 
increased as much as the concentration 
that goes on during each practice. 

When Johnson announced his 


By TOM DIRATO, Stillwater 


spring drills would be closed to the 
public, there were whispers heard that 
this ever-optimistic advocate had 
soured somewhat. “You won’t hear 
much from him anymore,” one cynic 
predicted. 

Well, those close to the program 
have failed to notice a change. “I’m still 
the same person,” Jimmy offered, still 
looking like he did when accepting Big 
Eight Coach Of The Year awards two 
campaigns ago. “We just had a lot of 
work to do.” 

Much has already been made of 
Johnson’s enthusiastic approach to last 
season. The critics claim all the words of 
praise came back to haunt him. But, 
Jimmy defends the charge that he “over- 
sold” the Pokes in ’80. 

"| said what | believed,” he offered. 
“| felt that we had an excellent chance to 
be a good football team. No, it wasn’t 
over-sell by any means.” 

If one looks at only a record, then 
some questions naturally surface. But, as 
is usually the case, numbers only tell part 
of the story. 

Injury, especially at quarterback, 
helped do the Cowboys in. And, those 
fortunate bounces of the previous year, 
simply weren’t there one season later. 

But, what about 1981? That’s the 


only thing Johnson and his staff are 
concerned about now. 

"I’m very optimistic about our 
team,” he says. “The only reservation in 
the back of my mind is that we have very 
few seniors and have a lot of 
sophomores. 

“Many people don’t realize that the 
probation OSU was given has an effect 
later on down the line. First, you have 
number problems with a cut in 
scholarships, then upperclassmen 
problems three years later. 

"This type of team normally doesn’t 
have great success in the Big Eight. But, | 
feel with hard work and a couple of 
breaks we can be successful in 1981.” 

Now, does that sound like a 
different Jimmy Johnson? No, not really. 
He’s still as outspoken, optimistic and 
honest as he’s ever been. 

Unlike spring drills at some schools, 
this one perhaps gave Johnson a true 
feeling for what could be in store this 
year. It was a physical affair with 14 of the 
first 18 workouts featuring one to three 
hours of scrimmage. 

That pace eventually took its toll asa 
host of players sustained various injuries 
and forced OSU to scrub the annual 
intrasquad game. 

"After looking at the large list of 

Continued on page 71. 


ARMED ON OFFENSE 


E OFFICIALLY HAD BEEN a 

member of the University of 

Colorado football staff for only a 
few hours, but on a cold March evening 
Carl (Buck) Nystrom already was busy es- 
tablishing a new image for the Buffs. 

"I’ve been studying the schedule al- 
ready,” Nystrom roared, “and | like it. 
We get a few breaks early with three 
straight home games (Texas Tech, BYU 
and Washington State). We’re going to 
win some games this year with this team. 
There’s no reason this can’t be a good 
program again.” 

A month later, after Nystrom had re- 
established himself as a coaching legend 
at CU, the 46-year former Michigan 
State All-American still was whistling a 
positive tune. 

"| don’t mean to be looking down on 
anybody,” Nystrom said. “But I think we 
have enough talent right now so there 
should be no reason we can’t be compe- 
titive with many of the teams on our 
schedule. And if we learn our techni- 
ques we can maybe nick the good ones, 
like Missouri, and the other. Dammit, 
we’re gonna get it done.” 

Nystrom came aboard the CU ship for 
the second time (he began his college 
coaching career in Boulder 23 years ago 
on Sonny Grandelius’ staff and molded 
the offensive line that carried the Buffs 
to their only outright Big Eight title ever 
in 1961) when Chuck Fairbanks re- 
vamped his staff ahead of his third 
season here. 

Twice before Fairbanks had tried to 
hire the man who was his offensive line 
coach in 1967-68-69 at Oklahoma. But 
family ties and business commitments 
ekpt Nystrom in Marquette, Mich., until 
he finally agreed to help his former col- 
lege teammate get the 1-10 Buff pro- 
gram turned around. 

Exceedingly competent as an offen- 
sive line coach, Nystrom brings, more 
than anything else, a breath of positive 
fresh air to a program reeling from back- 
to-back losing seasons, a long and 
drawn-out NCAA investigation which re- 
sulted in one-year bowl and TV- 
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BUT CAN DEFENSIVE 
LEAKS BE PLUGGED? 


Pies ent ‘Tins san ee be PO eee 


DEREK SINGLETON 
al Colorado 


By DAN CREEDON, 
Sports Editor, Boulder Camera 


sanctions and severe financial problems. 

“| sure as hell didn’t come 1,300 miles 
out here to get my butt beat,” Nystrom 
said as he settled in. 

The first Colorado team Nystrom will 
be associated with in the 20 years figures 
to be vastly improved over ’80 team that 
beat only lowa State. 

Even the staid, cautious Fairbanks 
admits as much. 

“| think there’s a good chance for this 
team to show significant improvement,” 
Fairbanks said. “But this squad still is very 
young. They may not seem so young to 
us, but that’s because we asked so many 
of them to play so much for us already.” 

When you count up the Buffs’ plusses 
they look this way, starting with enough 
positive signs to indicate Fairbanks’ third 
team might be far offensively than the 
veteran coach is willing to admit: 

-- A sophomore quarterback with a 
feathery touch who also has the ability 
to zing the football and throw it deep in 
6-3, 205-pound Randy Essington; 

-- The speed and skill among the run- 
ners to get outside, a missing ingredient 
during the early Fairbanks’ years, with 
sophomore Derek Singleton and red- 
shirt freshman Lee Rouson, both cap- 
able of contributing game-breaking 
plays; 

-- A group of receivers with the basic 
skills who still must prove they can make 
the tough catches, including holdovers 
Reggie Harden, Vic James and Ricky 
Ward plus sophomore Walter Stanley, 
who was shifted from running back; 

-- A potentially outstanding offensive 
line which appeared to make great 
spring strides under Nystrom, although 
late April knee surgery to senior tackle 
Brandt Thurston did dim the picture; 
-- And, oh yes, the new enthusiasm. 

“It seems everybody was a lot more en- 
thusiastic with Buck around,” a long- 
time observer of CU football said. “He’s 
noisy and gung ho, and it’s affected 
everybody, not just the players. Even the 
other assistant coaches seem more 
excited.” 

“Hey, these kids went through hell last 

Continued on page 85. 
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THE WILDCATS 
ARE OUT-FITTED FOR 


A NEW RED UNIFORM 


Jim Dickey admires Nebraska’s blueprint for success. 
A promising future dictates a “redshirt” program. 


Kansas State: In the decade of the 
60’s, the Wildcats averaged 1.8 vic- 
tories per season. Embarrassing. 

In the 70’s, the figured doubled to 3.6. 
But that mediocre success was tainted by 
two probations. 

The 80’s began with a 3-8 record. 
Thank goodness South Dakota, 
Arkansas State and Colorado appeared 
on the schedule. 

Anybody who wasn’t aware of the 
facts of football life at Kansas State, how- 
ever, could drop in at Manhattan and 
conclude that the program was at least 
semi-successful. The facilities -- the 
dressing rooms, weight rooms and 
offices -- are as good as anybody’s, and 
better than most. KSU Stadium got a 
new cover of artificial turf a year ago and 
is functional with 42,500 seats. The athle- 
tic department is again on sound finan- 
cial footing -- not everybody can say that 
-- and the penalties from the last proba- 
tion have been paid. 

Too, Kansas State has long been 
known for its corps of loyal, patient and 
optimistic fans. Certainly they are the 
salt of the earth considering the dreary 
succession of losing teams they’ve had 
to follow and support. But those teams 
were sort of fun to pull for. The Wildcats 
are known for playing with enthusiasm. 
Few K-State teams have folded their 
tents in the many seasons when the 
losses mounted. 

Kansas Staters also have a coach they 
like, native Texas Jim Dickey. Tom 
Osborne may hear some grumbling 
when Nebraska loses to Oklahoma. 
Ditto for Barry Switzer when Oklahoma 
loses to Texas. But nary a discouraging 
word has been uttered about Dickey in 


Te FACTS OF FOOTBALL LIFE at 


It’s time to bite the bullet. 


By BOB HENTZEN, Topeka Capital-Journal 


his three seasons (4-7 and two 3-8s) as 
head man. 

But Dickey, no surprise, isn’t content 
with counting the victories in a particu- 
lar season on one hand. He darn sure is 
aware that the coaches who preceded 
him at K-State felt the same way. But it 
didn’t happen for them and it isn’t 
happening for Dickey, so he’s been try- 
ing to analyze why. 

“We need to get to a situation where 
we go on the field as good as six or seven 
of our opponents,” Dickey says. “You 
can’t win every game on enthusiasm. 
You have to give your opponents credit. 
Sometimes you have to be better than 
the other teams to beat ’em.” 

Dickey has an idea how Kansas State 
might reach that status. It’s been in his 
mind a couple of years. He’s talked to his 
staff about it. He’s thrown the pros and 
cons at wife Inez over countless cups of 
coffee at home. 

What Dickey is thinking about doing 
is redshirting several of his best players 
for the 1981 season. Not promising but 
untested players, but guys who have 
been or would be starting. 

“It’s exciting to think about, but scary 
to do,” he says. “Il might be back in 
Houston selling cars.” He realizes that, 
in effect, he would be risking writing off 
the 1981 season in a bold gamble to 
build the numbers, maturity and physi- 
cal talent in his program for the future. 

No doubt about it, Dickey is an ad- 
mirer of the way Nebraska does things. 
He is about convinced K-State can get 
over the hump only by following the 
Huskers’ blue print for success -- a pro- 
ductive redshirt program and a produc- 
tive walk-on program (K-State had 38 
walk-ons in uniforms last spring). 


“| really feel like how quickly we can 
get into a fifth-year situation will deter- 
mine our success,” says Dickey. “We 
have to try to get our numbers up.” 

Dickey did redshirt 15 players last sea- 
son, but in most cases they weren’t 
potential starters. He admits he almost 
bit the bullet then, but decided to wait 
because of ahome schedule dotted with 
Big Eight teams he felt the Wildcats hada 
chance to beat (they didn’t, except for 
Colorado). 

"“We’re talking about the same 
number of redshirts this year, but we’re 
talking about juniors instead of sopho- 
mores,” he says. “If we do it, we will not 
approach it like it’s a give-up season. 
You never want to go into a season feel- 
ing you don’t have a chance. But we 
would look at it as something to get 
more numbers in the program.” 

Chances are Dickey will agonize on 
the redshirt option right up until. the 
opening game. “In practice, we’ll put 
some guys behind the potential red- 
shirts on the depth chart,” he explains. 
“If there isn’t that much difference, we'll 
probably go ahead. We’re not going to 
go with a kid incapable of doing some 
good playing for us. 

“| don’t know. You get the band play- 
ing and the people out there, | might put 
the best people out. I’m anxious to see 
what I'll do.” 

If Dickey goes ahead with the redshirt 
scheme, he’ll have the support of his 
staff. "I'll coach as hard as 1 can whatever 
he decides to do,” says new offensive co- 
ordinator Jerry Boyce. “It’s like putting 
10 percent in the church plate,” says 
defensive coordinator Gary Darnell. “It 
might hurt a little, but it’s necessary.” 

Dickey believes the potential red- 

Continued on page 64. 


THE BIG EIGHT 63 


i KANSAS STATE 
pe Continued from page 62. 


Ne / 


shirts will support sitting out aseason for 
the good of the program. “The thing I’m 
most concerned about is the players 
who'll go on the field and perform for 
us,” he says. “| wouldn’t want them to 
think we weren’t giving them a chance 
to be successful.” 

Keeping in mind that some of the 
names you read here and in the pre- 
season depth chart may spend 1981 
pumping iron instead of wearing agame 
jersey, let’s take a look at Kansas State’s 
prospects. 

The strength of the 1981 team appears 
to be on the offensive side, which was 
the weakness in 1980. Potential vic- 
tories slipped away against Tulsa (3-0), 
Missouri (13-3) and Oklahoma State (10- 
0) because of lack of scoring punch. The 
Wildcats managed as many as three 
touchdowns in only one conference 
game, Oklahoma. 

Heavy emphasis was placed on the 
running game last season for a couple of 
reasons. One is that Dickey felt a more 
balanced attack would help the passing 
game. And the second is that there are 
Saturdays in KSU Stadium when the 
wind sweeping across the prairie makes 
it folly to rely on passing. But K-State fin- 
ished dead last in the Big Eight (131.4 
yards per game) in rushing. And the pass- 


ing suffered, too (only 115.8 yards a 
game). Those numbers add up to K-State 
and the end zone being strangers, plus 
putting a bunch of heat on the defense. 

But in spring ball this year, the offense 
dominated. “That’s a little bit of a sur- 
prise,” says Dickey. “But we worked 
both sides of the game (passing and rush- 
ing) this spring. And we’ve got a little 
more experience on offense. People 
have done it more and have better 
techniques.” 

Dickey’s son, Darrell, will be the No.1 
quarterback, although he didn’t really 
blossom last season as so many thought 
he might after coming off a couple of 
spectacular games late in his freshman 
season. “He’s had a good spring,” says 
Jim. “1 do think he’s much better than he 
was last fall.” 

Quarterback is one of Kansas State’s 
deepest positions. Doug Bogue, who 
took over when Dickey was hurt last sea- 
son, returns. Transfer Rusty Hill, he 
played at Arkansas, is available. Then 
there’s strong-running 6-2, 185-pound 
Stan Weber, a wishbone quarterback in 
high school who is a good enough 
athlete to have seen action at safety as a 
freshman. 

Weber threw three interceptions in 
the spring game, but Dickey loves his 
potential. “He can improve the passing 
part of it,” he says. “I’d like to get him 
some playing time. But if injuries are 
kind, we’ll probably redshirt either 
Doug or Stan.” 


WILL COKELEY (58) AND DAN RUZICH (59) have this young freshman Cowboy (Shawn Jones) cornered and are about to give him a friendly Big 8 welcome. 
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The quarterbacks will be throwing to 
inexperienced receivers. “I think they’ll 
surprise people in the league,” says 
Dickey, who is particularly high on 6-3, 
215-pound former tight end Eric Mack. 
“He’s one of our best athletes (4.6 speed 
for 40),” says Dickey. “He can’t catch as 
good as John Liebe, but once he catches 
it he’s hard to get on the ground. He’s 
got a lot of running skills.” 

Ernie Coleman, switched from run- 
ning back; veteran Roman Bates and 
regular tight end Mike Cox also will be 
pass targets. 

The offensive line is headed by pro 
prospects Doug Hoppock (6-4, 250) and 
Amos Donaldson (6-1, 255). “Both havea 
chance to really be good,” says Dickey. 
Center Jim Kennedy is also solid. 

L.J. Brown, with a modest 52.2-yard 
average, was Kansas State’s best rusher 
last season -- and he’s gone. But several 
backs rumbled and roared in the spring 
starting with fifth-year senior fullback 
Jeff Meyers. “He worked hard and really 
improved his quickness,” says Dickey. 
"He’s thick-legged and every other year 
has been bothered by pulled muscles. 
He’s been very impressive. 

Ivan Pearl, a175-pound former defen- 
sive back, can cover 40 in 4.4. And 205- 
pound Samoan sophomore Masi Toluao 
was tough inside in the spring game, 
leading all runners with 94 yards on 13 
carries. Other likely-to-play backs are 
sophomores 6-4, 205-pond Mark 
Hundley and 185-pound Brad Heinrich. 


* 
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But Dickey promises the Wildcats 
won't be obstinate in trying to estab- 
lish a running game as they were, often 
unsuccessfully, in 1980. “We’ll throw 
more than we did last year,” he pro- 
mises. “| believe we’ve worked enough 
to be better throwing it even with the 
element of the wind.” 

That’s fine with Boyce, who moved in 
as offensive coordinator when Carl 
Selmer left for Canadian football. "I do 
believe strongly in throwing the foot- 
ball,” says Boyce, who was head coach at 
Cowley County Juco. “Every quarter- 
back I’ve ever had threw the ball.” 
Among passers Boyce has coached are 
Sam Adkins, now in the NFL; Scott 
Berger, now in Canada; and Keith 
Bonney, now at Indiana State. 

One of Kansas State’s most touted re- 
cruits played for Boyce at Cowley 
County. He’s Reggie Singletary, a 6-1, 
268-pounder, who can dunk a basket- 
ball and run 4.8. He’ll play in the defen- 
sive line, probably as nose man in the 
basic 3-4 defense. 

But Singletary won’t arrive on campus 
until August. And the defensive line, in 
particular, struggled all spring until put- 
ting a stop to the offensive fireworks in 
the spring game, which ended 13-7. 

“We're very young and small, particu- 
larly in the critical areas (the interior),” 
says Darnell. “We have to have large 
amounts of patience right now. In the 
front end, we’re totally rebuilding. It’s 
going to be hard for us to shut out any- 
body’s offense, but our goal is not to 
beat ourselves. 

“Our objective is not to lose games 
because of us. We don’t want to give up 
the easy touchdown. We want to get the 
ball back for the offense at unexpected 
times at a decent rate, two or three turn- 
overs a game. We want to get off the 
field at a respectable rate and give the 
offense an equal chance with the oppo- 
nent’s offense. But it’s going to be 
tough. What we’ve got is a real chal- 
lenge, a magnificant challenge.” 

The K-State secondary, though, is a 
strong area with the crew that led the 
nation in pass defense (91.4 yards aver- 
age) returning. It’s made up of corners 
Gary Morrill and Greg Best, strong safety 
Jim Morris and free safety Mike Kopsky. 
"This is their third year together and 
they know how to fit together to get the 
job done,” points out Darnell. 

The linebacking corps of Vic 
Koenning, Dan Ruzich and Will Cokeley 
appears solid enough, but up front only 
end Stu McKinnon, tackle Mike Simeta 
and end Wade Wentling have much 
starting experience. Sophomore Kyle 
Clawson could be a plus based on spring 
practice. 

One of the busiest Wildcats last 
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season was Don Birdsey, who punted a 
whopping 72 times -- more than any- 
body in the conference -- for a 41.5 aver- 
age. The bad news is that he was a senior. 
The job probably will go to either Scott 
Fulhage or Rick Kuhlman. 

The place kicker also will be new, but 
Dickey calls Steve Willis “a big league 
kicker.” The coach wasn’t surprised 
when Willis bombed a wind-aided 56- 
yard field goal in the spring game. ”He’s 
been kicking ’em 60 yards all year,” said 
Dickey that day. 

Willis was brought in last year to solve 
the place-kicking problem that had 


DOUG BOGUE (13) is a capable quarterback who has given the Wildcats another option behind Dickey. 


plagued Dickey’s first two teams. But a 
week before the opener, the freshman 
from Shawnee, Kan., was struck by a hit- 
and-run driver in front of his dorm and 
suffered a broken arm that had to be im- 
mobilized until late in the season. 
With Willis, the Wildcats figure to put 
more threes on the board in 1981. Unless 
the spring offensive showing was a 
mirage, they ought to put more sixes 
there, too. But history tells us -- besides 
the question marks defensively -- that it 
won’t be easy for Kansas State to win 
many in 1981. Even with the players 
Dickey is squirming over red-shirting. 


T’S A CRITICAL YEAR 


headed youngster that afternoon in 

Columbia, MO., the day he played 
the leading role in a scenario surely pull- 
ed from one of Clair Bee’s novels. 

He was a freshman selected by his 
coach--who also happened to be his 
father--to start in a college football 
game for the first time. The opponent 
was one of the toughest teams in the 
league. 


[: ALL SEEMED SO EASY for the curly 


Bee’s ficticious hero, Chip Hilton, 
would have stepped into that setting 
and led his team to a big upset victory, 
probably throwing a game-winning 
touchdown pass as the final seconds tick- 
ed off. 

Darrell Dickey did the next best thing. 

No late dramatics were needed in 
Dickey’s debut as a starting college quar- 
terback. Displaying the coolness of a sen- 
ior, Dickey had steadily picked apart Mis- 


By PETE GOERING, Topeka Capital-J our 


souri throughout the game, tossing a 
pair of TD passes to lead Kansas State toa 
stunning 19-3 upset. 

That 1979 victory, which still ranks as 
head coach Jim Dickey’s biggest at K- 
State, propelled the younger Dickey in- 
to an immediate spotlight. But unlike 
the storybooks, there has yet to be a 
happy ending. 

In fact, most of the chapters since that 
sunny October day in Missouri have 


Darrell Dickey had a story-book debut 
which exaggerated expectations and made 
his own act hard to follow. 


been unpleasant. The lofty expectations 
were dampened by a disappointing 
sophomore year in 1980. Disappointing 
because K-State won only three games; 
disappointing because for the first time 
in career, Dickey missed a game because 
of an injury; disappointing because his 
mediocre play forced his father on sever- 
al occasions to bench Darrell in favor of 
walk-on quarterback Doug Bogue. 

Then, there were the rumors that Dick- 
ey saved his best performances for night- 
time parties, reports both he and his fath- 
er downplayed. 

All things considered, 1980 wasn’t par- 
ticularly enjoyable for the out-going 
youngster who began playing with a 
football amost before he learned how to 
walk. 

"Without any question, it was discour- 
aging for him,” Jim Dickey remarked. “| 
think all of our offense was discouraged. 
Morale-wise, we had a tough time on of- 
fense because we accomplished so 
little.” 

In the highly visible position of quar- 
terback, Dickey took much of the blame 
for the Wildcats’ inept offense. Much of 
it wasn’t deserved. He operated in back 
of a young, inexperienced line and a- 
long side the most unproductive collec- 
tion of running backs in the Big Eight. 

Dickey, though, wasn’t making ex- 
cuses. “When you don’t score points, 
the quarterback takes it personally,” he 
said. 

Worse yet, the Wildcat sophomore 
started taking some of the things he read 
and heard personally, too. “That’s one of 
my weaknesses,” he acknowledged. “I 
hear things and start believing them. 
Then it affects me. 

“But late last year, | finally decided | 
wouldn’t worry about it. | know Darrell 
Dickey is a good quarterback when he 
concentrates and plays.” 

Occasionally, however, Dickey had 
trouble concentrating. After his impres- 
sive freshman season, Dickey was hand- 
ed the No. 1 quarterback spot and with 
Bogue, a talented but totally untested 


sophomore, the only competition, he 
didn’t work as hard as perhaps he should 
have. 

It will be different this year. “I’ve tried 
to work hard ever since I’ve been here,” 
he explained, “but when the guys out 
there tend to be average, you subcon- 
sciously let up at times. I’m aware this 
year that other guys can come in and do 
the job.” 

So is new offensive coordinator Jerry 
Boyce. "I’m working with seven quarter- 
backs,” Boyce said during the spring 
“and there’s not a whole lot of differ- 
ence between the top four. Each one has 
his strengths. | feel our quarterback situa- 
tion is a good one.” 

Dickey’s strength is that he has ice 
water in his veins. Nothing seems to 
bother him. On the contrary, he seems 
to save his best for pressure situations. 

Jim Dickey used an example from his 
son’s high school days in Chapel Hill, N. 
C., to emphasize that point. “His coach 
tells about the time they went up and 
played the best team in Virginia. Accord- 
ing to his coach, Darrell played his best 
game that night,” Jim Dickey stated. 
"Some people,” adds Boyce, “get their 
switches turned on in different ways. | 
feel like Darrell maybe reacts better in 
pressure situations.” 

Darrell agrees. "I’ve been through it, 
good and bad. Nothing is going to shock 
me anymore,” he said. “Also, every day 
since I’ve been here I’ve gotten better 
physically. I’m faster, bigger and 
smarter.” 

“He’s smart enough to realize that 
many of his -- and the team’s -- prob- 
lems last year were a result of playing so 
many young players. “The thing that hap- 
pened was that we were a young team 
and we had no success early,” he remark- 
ed. "That tended to get our confidence 
down. But that’s something everyone 
has to go through and learn from.” 

And, if anything, Dickey’s sophomore 
season was a learning experience. He 
learned that there is no substitute for ex- 
perience. “It’s a lot easier to be a quarter- 


back on a team with senior players,” he 
exclaimed. 


He also learned that the spotlight does- 
n't turn off once he steps off the football 
field. His off-the-field activities were 
well documented. One writer labeled 
him the disco king of Manhattan. “That’s 
a little exaggerated,” he said about his 
partying image. “There’s a time to do it 
and a time not to do it. We have rules 
during the season, and | follow them. 
During the winter, it’s fun, so | do it. 

"| don’t let the talk bother me. 
Rumors start and you have no control 
over them.” 

"His personality is very open,” says his 
father. “He likes to get around and visit. 
If there’s a party going on, he’ll be at the 
party. We’ve had some discussions a- 
bout this... .” 


Partying or not, the younger Dickey 
worked harder during the past off-sea- 
son than he ever has before, partly be- 
cause he wasn’t satisfied with last year’s 
figures (80 of 168 passes for 1,004 yards 
and 4 TDs, but also 10 interceptions), 
and partly because of the competition 
he is receiving this year. 


“| think he knows there are a lot of 
good quarterbacks there,” Jim Dickey 
stated. "He’s experienced in reading dif- 
ferent coverages and throwing to the 
right spots, but he’s not as good a runner 
as some of the others.” 


But he is experienced. He has proven 
he is capable of being a fine quarter- 
back, like that afternoon two years ago 
in Missouri, or a few weeks later when 
he riddled the Kansas defense for 303 
yards passing. 

When he plays like that, he makes his 
father’s job a lot easier. “Coaching your 
son is tough, no doubt about it,” Jim 
Dickey says. “Are you loyal or prejudi- 
ced? 

"This year, he'll have a little better of- 
fensive line and faster receivers, but 
more will be expected of him. It’s a very 
critical year for him and me.” 


WILL COKELEY 


a 
GREG BEST 


NO. PLAYER 


37 Bailey, Robert 
84 Bates, Roman 
86 Bentley, Hal 
15 Best, Greg 
13 Bogue, Doug 
34 Brown, Pete 

11. Campbell, Donnie 
18 Cashion, Dennis 
71 Catloth, Doug 
38 Chandler, John 
71 Clawson, Kyle 
58 Cokeley, Will 
45 Coleman, Ernie 
80 Cox, Mike 
44 Dearring, Keith 
4 Dickey, Darrell Ray 
64 Donaldson, Amos 
95 Elder, Lynn 
26 Gale, Darren 
23 Groom, Neil 
48 Head, Murray 
22 Heinrich, Brad 

1 Hill, Rusty 

17 Hoppock, Doug 
42 Hundley, Mark 
74 Johnson, D.L 
56 Kennedy, Jim 
22 Kerr, Bob 
24 Koenning, Vic 

8 Kopsky, Mike 
67 Koyl, Jeff 

5 Lauridsen, Scott 
81 Lewis, Rick 
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POS. 


JEFF MEYERS 


CLASS 


HOMETOWN 


Manhattan, KS 
Baton Rouge, LA 
New Brighton, PA 
Beaver Falls, PA 
Wichita, KS 

San Bernardino, CA 
Lyons, KS 
Kansas City, KS 
Lawrence, KS 
Newton, KS 
Ellinwood, KS 
Topeka, KS 
Wichita, KS 
Wichita, KS 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Manhattan, KS 
Norton, KS 
Seneca, KS 
Phillipsburg, KS 
Kansas City, KS 
Topeka, KS 
Oakley, KS 
Grandview, MO 
Wichita, KS 
Lyons, KS 

Fort Worth, TX 
Uper St. Clair, PA 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Owasso, OK 

St. Louis, MO 
Carlsbad, CA 
Baldwin, KS 
Wichita, KS 


VIC KOEN 


rit 
NING 


= 


NO. PLAYER 


88 
17 
89 


Mack, Eric 
Mackey, Mark 
Manning, Rick 
McClintock, Lyndon 
McKinnon, Stuart 
McMurray, Craig 
Menas, Tom 
Madison, L.E. 
Meyers, Jeff 
Michenko, David 
Morrill, Gary 
Morris, Jim Bob 
Morrissey, John 
Murray, Tim 
Newton, Mark 
Northcutt, Jim 
Orr, Mike 

Pearl, Ivan 
Pemberton, Greg 
Pierson, Mike 
Robinson, James 
Ruzich, Dan 
Sedlacek, Kent 
Simeta, Mike 
Sparks, Dan 
Stevens, Jeff 
Switzer, Phil 
Walker, Don 
Weber, Stan 
Wentling, Wade 
Wild, Darrell 
Williams, Rawn 
Willis, Steve 


MIKE KOPSKY 


DOUG CATLOTH 


CLASS HOMETOWN 
So. Covington, VA 


Jr. Olathe, KS 

So. Oklahoma City, OK 
Jr. Simpson, KS 

Jr. Topeka, KS 

Jr. McPherson, KS 

Jr. Warren, MI 

So. Manhattan, KS 


Sr. Olathe, KS 

So. Pittsburgh, PA 
Jr. Manhattan, KS 
Sr. Virgil, KS 

So. Kansas City, MO 


Sr. lowa City, IA 
So. Bonner Springs, KS 
So. Tulsa, OK 


So. Ulysses, KS 
So. Parksville, MO 


So. Shawnee, KS 

Jr. Minneapolis, MN 
Sr. Atlanta, GA 

Jr. Hometown, IL 
Jr. Hanover, KS 

Sr. Oceanside, CA 
So. Great Bend, KS 
Sr Colo, 1A 

Jr. Hill City, KS 


So. Ft. Valley, GA 
So. Goddard, KS 


Sr. Beloit, KS 

Jr. Manhattan, KS 
Jr. St. Louis, MO 
Fr. Shawnee, KS 


Mark Hundley 
(6-4, 210, So) 
Ivan Pearl 
(5-11, 178, So) 


JEFF MEYERS 
(6-0, 196, Sr) 


UY Y\ Kilisimasi Toluao 
+) (6-0, 212, Sr) 
=) fs 


DARRELL DICKEY 
(6-2, 192, Jr) 
Doug Bogue 
(6-1, 195, Jr) 


Jeff Stevens 


MIKE COX DOUG HOPPOCK Doug Catloch JIM KENNEDY AMOS DONALDSON 
(6-2, 225, Jr) (6-4, 250, Sr) (6-5, 225, Jr) (6-1, 228, Jr) (6-1, 255, Sr) (6-3, 254, Sr) 
John Morrissey David Michenko — Jim Northcutt Tim Murray Tom Menas Greg Pemberton 
(6-3, 215, So) (6-4, 250, Jr) (6-5, 255, So) (6-3, 247, Sr) (6-4, 260, Jr) 


(6-4, 250, So) 


Danny Sparks 

(6-1, 232, So) 
Lyndon McClintock 

(6-1, 204, Jr) 


MIKE SIMETA 
(6-4, 260, Sr) 
Mark Newton 
(6-3, 235, So) 


Stu McKinnon 
'(6-1, 22, Jr) 
Kyle Clawson 
(6-5, 210, So) 


. 
VIC KOENNING 

(6-2, 220, Sr) 
Mike Orr 

(6-3, 222, Jr) 


WILL COKELEY 
(6-3, 215, Sr) 
Rick Lewis 
(6-1, 210, Jr) 


Dan Ruzich 

(6-2, 211, Jr) 
L.E. Madison 
(6-0, 210, So) 


Garry Morrill 
(5-11, 177, Jr) 
Phil Switzer 
(5-10, 185, Sr) 


MIKE KOPSKY 
(6-2, 202, Jr) 
James Robinson 
(6-0, 185, Sr) 


DEPTH CHART 


(CAPS indicate returning starters) 


WADE WENTLING 
(6-7, 235, Sr) 
D.L. Johnson 
(6-3, 220, Sr) 


Rick Manning 
(6-0, 180, So) 
Eric Mack 
(6-4, 22, So) 


Roman Bates 
(6-1, 158, Sr) 
Ernie Coleman 
(5-10, 175, Sr) 


JIM MORRIS 

(6-2, 188, Sr) 
Darren Gale 
(5-10, 190, Jr) 


GREG BEST 
(5-10, 180, Jr) 
Murray Head 
(6-0, 180, Jr) 
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“Freshman Harvest” 


Wildcats win 
recruiting battle 


against Jayhawks 


By PETE GOERING, Topeka Capital-Journal 


but if losefatu Faraimo is as good as advertised, he’ll be 
a dream for Kansas State. 

Described by one recruited as a Franco Harris type (good 
size and speed), the 6-2, 212-pound running back is the 
Wildcats’ catch of the year for a couple reasons. 

One, head coach Jim Dickey calls Faraimo “the most highly 
publicized and widely recruited prepster” K-State has gone 
after since Dickey replaced former coach Ellis Rainsberger 
four years ago. 

Two, Faraimo is a running back, supposedly a good one. 
The Wildcats need running backs, as anyone who watched 
their meager ground game last year would attest. 

In a year when K-State went heavy for small-town Kansas 
kids, Faraimo from Vista, Calif., headed the recruiting list. 

"| think we had a good year,” Dickey remarked. “I’m not 
sure we could classify it as a great year. A lot depends on 
Faraimo. He’s a great prospect. | know everyone feels like 
he’s in the big league. | hope he wants to be there.” 

Faraimo, a Samoan, romped for 2,657 yards during his last 
two years in high school. Among the schools impressed 
enough by those fancy figures to recruit him were Sothern 
Cal, Washington State, Brigham Young, Nebraska, Kansas and 
Kansas State. “He could have gone about anywhere,” 
exclaimed one coach. 

He picked K-State on the recommendation of his cousin, 
Malo Eteuini, an offensive lineman who played for the 
Wildcats three years ago. Another friend, Masi Toluao, is a 
running back at K-State. 

Considering K-State returns only one running back who 
gained more than 102 yards a year ago (fullback Jeff Meyers 
with 303), it is easy to understand why Faraimo figures 
prominently in the Wildcats’ 1981 plans. 

The other recruit expected to step in quickly is nose guard 
Reggie Singletary asophomore transfer from Cowley County 
(Kan.) Junior College. The 6-1, 255-pound Tampa, Fla., native 
has the build and speed (4.75 in the 40) to anchor K-State’s 
new 3-4 look on defense. 

"He really looks like he can come in and help a lot,” 
exclaimed Dickey, who didn’t have the luxury of working 
with Singletary during the spring. Being a freshman last year, 
Singletary couldn’t transfer at mid-year. His coach at Cowley 
did, however. Jerry Boyce left the Arkansas City school to 
become Dickey’s offensive coordinator. 

While Boyce was instrumental in delivering Singletary (K- 
State’s only juco recruit), the rest of the Wildcat staff spent 
most of the recruiting season traveling the backroads of 
Kansas. 

"| think we know every truck stop and small-town cafe in 
Kansas,” quipped Dickey after visiting such obscure ports of 
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call as Linn, Barnard, Fredonia, Hiawatha and Clay Center. 

The trips, however, paid off. K-State signed 11 in-state 
prospects -- most of them big linemen -- while winning the 
numbers battle against intrastate rival Kansas. 

The best of the home-grown kids could be the player 
closest to Manhattan. Randy Voelker, a 6-4, 238-pound all- 
stater from nearby Linn, picked K-State over Kansas, primarily 
because of the agricultural program at K-State. 

Voelker, projected as a defensive lineman, is proof that 
farm boys can be quick, as well as big and strong. At a track 
meet last spring, Voelker put the shot 57 feet, then ripped off 
a 10.8 100. 

“You can look all over America and not find a much better 
athlete,” declared one coach who wanted Voelker. 


Joining Voelker at the top of in-state crop are a couple of 
big, fast (4.6) running backs -- Greg Strahm, a 6-4, 206- 
pounder from Hiawatha, and David Smith, a 6-2, 200-pounder 
from Fredonia -- plus another lineman, 6-6, 230-pound 
Wayne Loy from Lincoln. All three picked K-State over KU. 

Strahm, who may end up at linebacker, authored some 
fancy stats while carrying Hiawatha to the Class 4A state 
chamiponship. The consensus all-stater racked up 1,714 yards 
and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 

Smith was equally impressive, although his team lost to 
Hiawatha in the state title game. Smith, another consensus all- 
stater, rushed for 1,645 yards and 22 TDs... while notching a 
4-point in the classroom. 

“| really like those four because of their size and what the 
potentially can be,” said Dickey. “But we’re excited about all 
the state kids.” 


Perhaps a notch below that quarter are running backs 
Lonnie Brock (6-2, 205) from Emporia and Greg Dageforde (6- 
1, 195) from Clay Center. Additional bulk comes from a 
handful of big linemen -- Todd Underwood, 6-3, 230, from 
Colby; Kelly Ratcliff, 6-3, 230 from Emporia; Gregg Plank, 6-3, 
230 from Gardner; Andy Harding, 6-3, 210, from Kansas City 
Ward; and Jerry Poole, 6-4, 235 from,Fredonia. 

The Wildcats took a gamble on running back Maurice 
Pearl, a 6-1, 175-pound speedster from Kansas City Pius X. 
Pearl had a brilliant junior year but was slowed by a knee 
injury as a senior. He'll take awhile to heal. 

Additional speed was found in the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
where the Cats landed 4.5 runner Nelson Nickerson from 
Dallas South Oak Cliff, 4.6 Mike Wallace, a wide receiver from 
Fort Worth Wyatt, and 6-5, 220-pound tight end Eric Bailey 
(4.8) from Fort Worth Dunbar. 

Rounding out the scholarship class are Oklahoma all-stater 
Charles Crawford, a 6-1, 190-pound back from Hominy, and 
6-3, 240-pound center Stuart Shannon from Aliquippa, Pa. 
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Continued from 

page 58. 
injuries and realizing that we couldn’t 
put on a first-class spring game we 
decided to cancel it. It wasn’t an easy 
decision but it was the right one,” 
Johnson explained. 

The players knew there would be 
endless hours of head-knocking as the 
Pokes tried to find talent and leaders on 
both units. One of those who answered 
the call was defensive end Louis 
Blackwell, who turned down an athletic 
scholarship because he was able to pay 
his own way. 

“You can scrimmage us all you want 
to coach,” Blackwell, a senior from 
Putnam City West said. “We didn’t have 
a very tough spring last year, but the 
disappointment we all felt was awful. 
There is no price too great to pay to 
avoid that feeling.” 

While contact was the order of most 
days, there were some experiments and 
many questions were answered. 

Blackwell and Butch Crites showed 
coach Pat Jones that they were ready 
and able to hold down defensive end 
and also the role of emotional leaders. 

Ricky Young and Mike Green 
continued to show why they are 
considered to be the best linebacking 
tandem in the nation. 

And, the secondary, which has 
frankly been a thorn in the Cowboys’ 
side for years, finally came together. 
Johnson calls it the “best we’ve had since 
I’ve been here.” 

At spring’s end, senior Pete 
DiClementi and sophomores-to-be 
Chris Rockins, Ray Polk and Roderick 
Fisher had come to the front. 

Oklahoma Cityan Gary Lewis, who 
coaches had predicted “would be a 
good one in time,” took charge of the 
noseguard spot, while 6-6, 242-pound 
Kerry Graham grew into one tackle slot. 

The offense, which had its troubles 
moving the ball last year, also 
underwent something of an overhaul. 
O-State installed the |-formation and 
worked almost exclusively on the set 
during scrimmages. 

"The offensive line is where we 
made the greatest improvement this 
spring,” Johnson beamed. “It’s tough to 
single out any one player, but there’s 
depth and it’s the most physical bunch 
we’ve had.” 

John Cegielski (6-2, 250) and Russell 
Graham (6-4 1/2, 255) were listed at 
tackle; Jody Tillman (6-5, 244) and Mark 
Granger (6-3, 245) at guard and Doug 
Freeman (6-1, 240) at center when the 
spring drew to a close. 

Sticky-fingered Mark Cromer, who 


RON INGRAM (86) displays his aerial acrobatics with this leeping reception against the Wildcats. 


added 15 pounds to his 6-1 frame, 
proved that he can take over where Mel 
Campbell left off at wide receiver. 
Cromer improved his speed and turned 
out to be the only starter to play every 
day in spring practice. 

"We didn’t get the results we were 
looking for at flanker, however,” 
Johnson warned. “It looks like we'll be 
looking for some freshmen help there in 
the fall.” 

Many feel an offense is only as good 
as its quarterback. OSU might want to 
add the word “healthy” to that 
observation. 

John Doerner’s broken leg in ’80 
led to many of the offense’s woes. But, 
he is back, healthy and improved, much 
to Johnson’s satisfaction. 

"It’s a shame John didn’t get a 
chance to show what we knew he could 
do last year,” Jimmy recalled. “He was 
never the same after breaking the leg, 
and we seemed to struggle at that 
position the rest of the year.” 

Rusty Hilger, a relative unknown 
from Southeast High School in 
Oklahoma City, is tough and 
competitive, “but green as a gord,” said 
Johnson. Yet, Jimmy and aide Bob Leahy 


are feeling more and more like Hilger 
could add some quality depth to 
quarterback this season. Highly- 
regarded freshmen Anthony Curtis, Ike 
Jackson, and Mark Barre will apply fall 
pressure without a doubt. 

The kicking game really brings a 
smile to Johnson’s face and rightfully so. 
“Few people will be able to match our 
kicking game,” he says flatly. 

Punter J. T. Neal and placekicker 
David Hull had solid spring drills. 
Johnson is eagerly awaiting freshmen 
specialists Craig Benson and Larry Roach 
to see which one of the four can take 
over the job. 

“A solid kicking game is a necessity 
to survive in football,” the Poke skipper 
grinned. “An excellent kicking game 
alone can win a couple of games for you 
each year. And, | think we will have an 
excellent kicking game.” 

Another thing that could work in 
the Cowboys’ favor this year is the 
schedule. After stumbling against West 
Texas in the ’80 opener, the Pokes could 
never recover against powers like 
Arkansas, Washington, Missouri and 
Nebraska (all bowl teams). 

Continued on the following page. 
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biggest problem would seem to be 
where the games are played, especially 
early in the schedule. Following home 
games against Tulsa and San Diego State, 
they visit North Texas State, Kansas and 
Colorado in order. 

How well Johnson’s youngsters 
mature may very well be the real key to 
1981. While depth is getting better at 
most positions, playing time is still a 
problem. 

Let’s look at the offense first: 

Gone are people like Campbell, the 
Big Eight’s leading receiver in 1980, 
linemen Roy Hackett, Drew Hetzler, 
Kevin Bennitt and Roger Taylor, tight 
end Jimmy Cowins, plus running backs 
Ed Smith and Worley Taylor. 

But, as mentioned, Cromer could 
be the answer at split end, with 
Cegielski, Graham, Tillman, Granger 
and Freeman making up for 
inexperience with more muscle. 

Fortunately, the Cowboy running 
back stable has been full for sometime. 
Shawn Jones, swift Ernest Anderson, 
relocated Jimmy Evans, injury-plagued 
Darryl Mitchell, plus veterans Steve 
Hammond (who redshirted last year) 
and Vince Orange should provide 
talented replacements. 

The Pokes also will give in-coming 
MIKE GREEN (68) OF PORT ARTHUR, TE 
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freshmen Eddie Goodlow, a Parade All- 
American, tough I-back Jeff Lee, 
versatile Kelly Cook and Tim Hooks a 
look-see at that spot, too. 

While you can never be sure of 
anything before that first game, it would 
appear the Pokes are well-stocked at 
running back this season. 

Terry Young, who was plagued by a 
hamstring pull last year, and Kerry 
Franks, who displayed great hands and 
running ability as a freshman, are listed 
as the front runners at flanker. Yearling 
Dirk Davis may make some noise at this 
spot before everything is said and done. 

Speedster Ron Ingram, the Pokes’ 
second-leading receiver last year, 
missed spring drills to run track. He'll 
have his work cut out for him in the fall if 
he expects to gain a starting berth. 

Now, the defense: 

Graduation also took some valuable 
people on this side of the ball. Gone are 
end Dexter Manley, tackles Dean Prater 
and Curtis Bonne plus noseguards 
Steve Heinzler, and Jerry Winchester, as 
well as four-year secondary standout 
Gregg Johnson. 

But, Crites and Blackwell matured 
during the spring to anchor the ends, 
Lewis controlled the middle, while 
Graham let it be known he'll be 
reckoned with at tackle. 

A question not answered 
concerned Gary Chachere, who has 
been regarded as the best pass rusher on 
the Poke defense for the past several 


years. “Satch” had knee surgery and 
missed the spring. There is still some 
discussion as to where he'll finally end 
up--at noseguard or tackle. 

OSU’s second line of defense of 
Young and Green appears to still be 
nonpareil. The duo accounted for 266 
tackles last year and earned post-season 
honors in the process. 

DiClementi took over the 
leadership in the secondary and the 
progess predicted for Polk, Rockins and 
Fisher when they were recruited one 
year ago, seemed to surface in the 
spring. 

There is also quality depth in each 
position for coach Larry Holton. Junior 
Greg Hill and freshmen Rod Brown and 
Ronnie Manuel could provide some 
interesting competition for a secondary 
job before the year is over. 

Colin Ankersen, the side-wheeling 
Dane, has departed the OSU kicking 
scene, but Johnson has high hopes that 
one of the aforementioned candidates 
will rapidly assume the starting spot. 

So, where does that leave the Pokes 
in 1981? Will they earn that post-season 
bowl trip predicted by so many one 
season ago? 

You won’t get any definite answers 
from Johnson, his staff or players. Yet, 
one does get the feeling that a quiet, 
confidence has taken hold. 

One thing’s for certain--Jimmy 
Johnson hasn’t stopped smiling. And, 
that’s usually a pretty good sign. €> 


XAS made life miserable for the Wildcats and particularly L.J. Brown (34) as he shut down the running game all day. 
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Rodney Harding 
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(6-0, 178, Jr) 
RON INGRAM 
(5-10, 172, Sr) 
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on the football career of Mark 
Cromer. But, unfortunately the 
shadow has already grown too long. 

Cromer, who has but 19 major college 
receptions to his credit in two sparsely- 
used seasons, has been predicted to fill 
some famous shoes during the 
remainder of his stay in Stillwater. 

On the surface, there’s nothing wrong 
with that, particularly. You could do 
much worse than be mentioned in the 
same breath with Mel Campbell, who 
turned out to be the walkon’s walkon 
over a pair of inspiring campaigns at split 
end. 

And, lest this story go any further, it 
should be pointed out that Cromer and 
Campbell have been--and still are-- 
close acquaintances both on and off the 
field. 

So, what’s the problem, you ask? Well, 
Mark Cromer would like to be thought 
of as Mark Cromer, if that’s all right with 
everyone. He’s not Mel Campbell. 

"| don’t mind the comparison,” said 
the Broken Arrow product. “And I’m 
not really tired of hearing it. | just hope it 
doesn’t continue for the next two years, 
however. | don’t want to be 
remembered as another Mel Campbell, 
but rather have people say Mel used to 
play like Mark Cromer plays now.” 

That would seem to be a fair request. 
Yet, the media has not accepted the 
individuality angle just yet. “Heir- 
apparent to Mel Campbell,” has been 
mentioned in most every story written 
about Cromer since it was determined 
that he would likely hold down astarting 
berth in the fall. In all honesty, writers 
and broadcasters have given Cromer a 
tough act to follow. 


T:: SUN IS JUST BEGINNING to rise 


Comparisons are inevitable, but eventually 


Mark Cromer will be remembered 
For his own Heroics 


Consider this, if you will. Campbell 
led the Big Eight Conference in 
receiving last year with 39 receptions 
good for 536 yards and five touchdowns. 
He was 58th nationally in this 
department and gained post-season 
honors in the process. 

Cromer, meanwhile, spent most of 
1980 on the sideline. He had more 
downfield knockdowns (blocks) than 
catches (2). It was a frustrating 
campaign, one that took Mark the 
longest time, “to find out what my role 
would really be.” 

Neither Campbell or Cromer are 
blessed with blazing speed. Neither 
make a rolled up cornerback fear that 
he’ll be burned deep. Neither are very 
large, or imposing, in stature. But, that’s 
where the negatives end. 

Both have a burning desire to catch 
the ball no matter where it is thrown. 
Both possess a strong concentration 
level and not even a brutal tackle can 
break it. Both wade into areas on the 
field that are hazardous to one’s health, 
but both always seem to exit in one 
piece. And, both have the ability to out- 
think his opponent, which is one of 
those intangibles never found on a 
typed roster. 

It took Campbell two years before he 
could find the answer. The one-time 
walkon coincidentally had 19 catches 
after his first two seasons. He doubled 
that total as a senior. 

The start for each man is perhaps the 
only glaring difference in this uncanny 
pattern. While Campbell had to wait for 
success, Cromer exploded onto the 
scene. He made a five-reception (good 
for 88 yards) debut against North Texas 
State. But, a shoulder separation in that 
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same outing, might have set the stage for 
what followed. 

“My first thought after that game was 
how could | keep that up for four years?” 
Cromer recalled. “I knew | could catch 
the ball, but wasn’t sure how | would 
hold up under the wear and tear.” 

The nagging shoulder and perhaps 
some hesitancy on the part of the 
coaching staff to use Cromer against 
tougher competition, answered that 
question. Mark managed to catch only 
12 passes in ’79. 

“It wasn’t all the shoulder because | 
did get into several games,” he said. “1 
don’t think the coaches felt | could play 
Big Eight football at that time. | thought | 
could do it, but | had to prove it.” 

Cromer had the unfortunate chore of 
playing behind OSU’s fleet, Ronnie 
Ingram last year. Ingram was the Pokes’ 
second leading receiver as he hauled in 
16 passes for 246 yards and provided that 
constant homerun threat. 

| knew before the season began that 
I'd be playing behind Ingram and that 
Mel would be our main man,” Cromer 
offered. "| quickly saw my role being 
changed, from that of a pass catcher to 
that of a downfield blocker. | had 
something like 13 knockdowns in my 
first game. It’s funny, but | remembered 
the knockdowns more than the two 
passes | caught.” 

Cromer, naturally, was disappointed. 
He felt as if he was “being phased out” at 
the start of the ’80 season. “It was so 
disappointing after being used to 
receiving some of the attention. 

"Yes, the thought of leaving for 
another school crossed my mind several 
times. | was beginning to wonder why 


they even recruited me--to catch the 
ball or block. 

“But, | decided there wasn’t anywhere 
else I’d rather go. | felt comfortable here 
and | knew the system. Once the 
coaches explained to me what my role 
would be it was easier to accept.” 

Roles, however, do change. While 
he’ll still be required to throw that 
downfield block, Cromer, whose father 
John is vice president of the Illinois 
College of Optometry, is one of John 
Doerner’s favorite targets during spring 
drills. 

The Pokes worked extensively on the 
|-formation, but the likeable, 6-1, 180- 
pounder, does not think that will cut 
down on the number of passes he sees 
once the bell rings. 

"Since they threw so few times to me 
last year anything would be an 
improvement,” he joked. “But, | was 
getting five or so passes a scrimmage and 
that’s fine. 

"From what I’ve seen thus far | feel 
confident that they will throw to me. 
But, | also know my blocking will still be 
important.” 

Cromer paused for a minute when 
asked to play the part of a defensive 
back.” What would you think if No. 87 
lined up at split receiver?”, he was asked. 

“At first | wouldn’t consider him a 
threat,” Cromer laughed. “But, by the 
time the game was over | would likely 
change my mind.” 

Cromer’s secret is not very secret at 
all. Oh, good hands and anticipation 
have much to do with catching a pass, 
but for the former all-stater there’s 
something else. 

“A lot of times a reception is made 
because of how you go for the ball. You 
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have to want it--want it bad. When the 
ball is in the air, | simply feel as if | have 
to catch it. If it is anywhere close I'll go 
get it. When you think that way, nine 
times out of 10 you'll make the catch. 

“That is something you can’t defense. 
Concentration on the ball--that’s the 
key.” 

Cromer, of course, watched the 
Cowboys’ 3-7-1 showing in ’80 from the 
sideline. “I guess it was better that way, 
for me anyway.” 

"But, I’m very excited about this 
coming year. With our schedule we 
should be able to win some early games 
before getting into the tough 
conference. That will help. 

"As far as my new role, well, | don’t 
know for sure how I'll fit into the 
offense. But, hopefully | can help the 
offense get going by catching the balls 
thrown to me -and blocking.” 


Some would think it ironic that one of 
Cromer’s coaches this spring was 
Campbell. Mel is a graduate assistant, 
trying to learn the tricks of the coaching 
trade under Jimmy Johnson. 


It’s still a little awkward for Campbell. 
“He doesn’t tell me what to do, rather 
gives his opinion on various things,” 
Cromer said. 


While both Cromer and Campbell 
would like to put an end to all the 
comparing, it’s a certainty only time will 
take care of the situation. 

Cromer’s still flattered to be 
mentioned in the same conversation 
with Campbell, who finished seventh on 
the all-time school single-season 
receiving chart. But, he’d still prefer his 
identity. 

A good year on the receiving end of 
the football will make that a reality. 
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LOUIS BLACKWELL 


SHAWN JONES 


STATE 
ROSTER 


MARK CROMER MARK GRANGER JOHN DOERNER 
NO, PLAYER POS. HT. wT. CLASS HOMETOWN NO, PLAYER POS. HT. wT. CLASS HOMETOWN 
66 Adams, Tom Cc 6-3 230 So. Tulsa, OK 61 Igo, Kevin OG 6-0 220 So Plainview, TX 
34 Anderson, Ernest FB 5-11 191 So. Orange, TX 86 Ingram, Ron SE 5-10 172 Sr Dallas, TX 
31 Barnett, Reggie FB 5-10 202 So. Houston, TX 46 Jefferson, Travis OL 6-0 232 So Houston, TX 
98 Benson, Allen LB/DE 6-3 230 Sr. Ardmore, OK Jones, Shane LB 6-0 206 So. Harlingen, TX 
57 Blackwell, Louis DE/LB 6-3 215 Sr. Putnam City, OK 3 Jones, Shawn RB 6-1 205 So. Little Rock, AR 
21 Bonik, Devin DE 6-2 198 So. Corning, NY Keith, Kelly RB 5-9 185 So. Collinsville, OK 
84 Bragg, Rodney TE 6-3 193 So. Arkadelphia, AR 89 Kilmer, Mike FL 6-1 185 So Del City, OK 
Bridges, Edward OL §-10 220 So. Colorado Springs, CO LaDuke, Shane FL 5-9 180 So Amarillo, TX 
19 Budler, Tom TE 6-2 188 So North Platte, NE Langham, Kelly SE 5-8 165 Sr. Okla. City, OK 
53 Burdge, Mike DT 5-11 215 Jr. Texhoma, OK 94 Lewis, Gary OT 6-4% 250 Jr Okla. City, OK 
Byler, Bill OL 6-3 225 So. Okla. City, OK 28 Lowe, Carl DB 6-1 195 So Little Rock, AR 
71 Causey, Wade LB 6-0 218 So. Edmond, OK 80 Majors, Sean DE 6-3 205 Fr Washington. DC 
71 Cegielski, John OG 6-2 250 So. Claremore, OK Marker, Mike DE 6-1 210 So Seminole, OK 
91 Chachere, Gary oT 6-5 255 Je Houston, TX 20 Mitchell, Darry! RB 5-11 195 Fr Ft. Worth, TX 
88 Chesley, John TE 6-5 223 So. Washington, DC Monger, Matt EE 6-2 215 So. Miami, OK 
21 Chrisman, Randall FS 6-3 194 Jr. Dallas, TX Montgomery, Raymond FL 5-11 175 So Sapulpa, OK 
56 Combs, Jim LB §-11 190 Fr. Joplin, MO Murray, Gary QB 6-3 180 Jr North Miami, FL 
Conner, Steve DB 5-9 175 So Tahlequah, OK 16 Neal, J.T P 6-2 180 Sr Quapaw, OK 
Copeland, Greg 0B 6-0 180 So. Kingfisher, OK 48 Orange. Vincent RB 5-8 202 Sr Tulsa, OK 
52 Coshow, Jerry Cc 6-1 220 So. Pauls Valley, OK Parsiow, Keith RB 5-11 178 Jr Putnam City, OK 
69 Crites, Butch DE 6-0 205 Sr. Tulsa, OK Patrick, Dennis DL 6-0 240 Jr Wagoner, OK 
87 Cromer, Mark SE 6-0 178 Jr. Broken Arrow, OK 97 Patton, Chris OT 6-5 243 So. Chickasha, OK 
51 Dickerson, Michael DE 6-0 186 So. Ft. Smith, AR 92 Poindexter, Mike NG 6-4 230 So. Tulsa, OK 
24 DeClementi, Pete ss 5-11 190 Sr. Wilmette, IL 45 Polk, Raymond OB 6-0 205 So. Sherman, TX 
5 Doerner, John QB 6-2 185 Sr. Duncan, OK Presley, Tony FB 6-0 185 So Hartshorne, OK 
8 Evans, Jim FL 5-8 170 So. Tulsa, OK Randle, Garry OL 6-1 232 So Dallas, TX 
4 Fisher, Roderick LC 5-10 192 So. Dallas, TX 54 Ratliff, Gregory NG 6-0 239 So Shawnee, OK 
Fourkiller, J.C. OB 6-0 180 So. Stilwell, OK Reese, Dary! Reese LB 6-0 214 So Bartlesville. OK 
36 Franks, Kerry FL 6-0 195 So. Orange, TX 64 Reeves, Tim OT 6-4% 230 So. Enid, OK 
55 Freeman, Doug OL 6-1 240 Jr Collinsville, OK Reid, William OT 6-4 220 So Putnam City, OK 
Frye, Allen DE 6-2 208 So. Olathe, KS 41 Roark, Eric OB 6-1 187 Je Pawhuska, OK 
Funderburgh, Jim 0B 5-10 170 So Choctaw, OK 37 Rockins, Chris FS 5-11% 185 So. Sherman, TX 
Godfrey, Kevin PLC 6-2 170 So. Ponca City, OK Rosenthal, Harry QB 6-3 195 Jr Orange, TX 
79 Graham, Kerry DT 6-6 242 Sr. Edmond, OK Runels, Jeff DB 5-10% 180 So Del City, OK 
73 Graham, Russell OT 6-442 255 Jr Borger, TX 78 Sheffey, Darry! OL 6-3% 272 So. Washington, DC 
70 Granger, Mark OG 6-3 245 So. Port Arthur, TX South, John 0B 6-0 185 So. Hurst, TX 
83 Green, Erick LB 6-3% 215 So. Lenapah, OK 62 Speight, Paul OL 6-4 242 Jr. Midland, TX 
68 Green, Mike LB 6-2 223 Jr. Port Arthur, TX 85 Spencer, James LB 6-4 210 So Garland, TX 
13 Guy, Brent DE 6-1 189 Jr. Booker, TX 60 Stead, Mike c 6-2 225 Je Del City, OK 
35 Hammond, Steven FB 5-11 215 Sr. Del City, OK Steward, Toby K 5-10 185 So Mannford, OK 
42 Harding, Rodney LB 6-1% 200 Fr. Okla. City, OK Talley, Tony 0B 5-9 175 So Del City, OK 
38 Headspeth, Valda TE 6-2 202 Sr. Houston, TX Thomas, Ricky RB 6-1 195 Jr Sperry, OK 
99 Henley, Mike OT 6-3% 222 So. Tulsa, OK 75 Tillman, Jody OT 6-5 244 Jr Fairfax, OK 
77 ‘Hicks, David OL 6-6 245 So. Tulsa, OK 49 Tolleson, Jim DE 6-2 202 So Hurst, TX 
12 Hilger, Rusty QB 6-4 190 So. Okla. City, OK 10. Traber, Jim OB 5-11 200 Jr Columbia, MD 
11 Hill, Greg RC 6-1 184 Jr. Orange, TX Vana, Jim OL 6-3 231 Jr. Bellevue, NE 
Hilton, Sidney DB 6-1 168 So. Mannford, OK West, Paul PLC 6-0 185 Sr Del City, OK 
40 Howard, Tom EE 6-1 216 So. Tulsa, OK 59 Young, Ricky LB 6-1 217 Sr. E. Chicago Hts., IL 
Hull, David PLC 5-6 162 So. Tulsa, OK 30 Young, Terry SE 5-10" 177 Jr. Shawnee, OK 
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“Freshman Harvest” 


Cowboy Yearlings: 
short on smoke 
long on fire 


By TOM DIRATO, Stillwater 


Quarterback Away From a Great Class!” Not even the Big Eight 

Magazine could predict how true that evaluation would turn 
out to be for Oklahoma State in 1980. Not only did the Pokes fail to ini- 
tially sign a signal-caller in Jimmy Johnson’s second recruiting season, 
but also ran into an unbelievable string of injury and bad luck at that 
position once the campaign rolled around. 

The result was a 3-7-1 showing, almost a complete turnaround from 
1979, when Johnson led the Pokes toa7-4 effort and garnered the Big 
Eight Coach of the Year honors in the process. 

As one might expect, quarterback was high on the Cowboys’ 
priority list as the staff hit the recruiting trail in 81. And, from all indi- 
cations, the Pokes have taken a giant step toward reaching their goal. 

"We recruited our needs and signed some class, talented athletes,” 
said Johnson, who will put a rete young team on the field this 
year. “And, these student-athletes will be here for the duration.” 

O-State signed three quarterbacks and came close to inking two 
more as Johnson looked to add depth to such a crucial position. 

Anthony Curtis, an all-stater who rushed for 515 yards and passed 
for 939 more, played within a few miles of Lewis Stadium. The Still- 
water native, who owns 4.6 speed to go along with 6-112, 190-pound 
frame, completed 52 percent of his passes and turned aside offers 
from both Oklahoma and Arkansas before becoming a Cowboy. 

"His ability to run and throw fit perfectly into what we want to do 
offensively next year,” said quarterback coach Bob Leahy. “He’s a 
very talented young man.” 

From Arkansas, came Ike Jackson, a 6-4, 200-pound blue-chipper. 
Jackson, who also has 4.6 speed, led Ft. Smith Northside to the 5A 
State Championship as he hit 37 of 78 passes for 841 yards and eight 
touchdowns as a senior. He rushed for 563 yards. 

Jackson, courted by Arizona State, Houston and Tulsa, was a state 
high jump champion with a leap of 6-102 and also averaged 22.1 for 
his basketball team. 

"He’s a great quarterback prospect who can run and throw as good 
as any ‘high school athlete I’ve ever seen,” said aide Butch Davis. 

The third quarterback signed this year was Mark Barre, a 5-10, 196- 
pounder from Tulsa Washington. Barre, who also can run the 40 in 
4.6, was lured by OU, Tulsa, and Houston. 

"He's the best all-around athlete to come out of Washington in the 
last two years,” said assistant Dave Wannstedt. “Mark was definitely re- 
cruited as a quarterback, but can also play in the secondary, too.” 

Statistically, the Pokes have signed 28 at this writing and will likely 
save the final two spots for walkons as Johnson continues to strength- 
en that phase of the squad. Twelve signees hail from Oklahoma, 
while I6 are from out-of-state. Of that number, 12 players call Texas 
home and two each are natives of Arkansas and Missouri. 

Aside from the three quarterbacks, OSU added six defensive and 
three offensive linemen; four running backs; three receivers, three 
defensive backs; two kickers, one defensive end, two linebackers, 
plus one center and one tight end to the fold. 

With the graduation of Colin Ankersen, the Pokes needed imme- 
diate help in the place-kicking department and it apnea they’ve 
found it in Sallisaw’s Craig Benson and Larry Roach of Dallas. 

Benson hit 108 of 120 career extra points and averaged 42.7 per 
punt. While attending a Wisconsin kicking camp last summer, the 5-9, 
160-pounder was rated second among the 257 on hand. He was selec- 
ted Tulsa World Player Of The Year and was heavily recruited by 
Arkansas and Tulsa. “The ball seems to explode off his foot,” beams 
Davis. “He gets great height and seems at ease kicking placements soc- 
cer or conventional style.” Benson, also a state 157-pound wrestling 
champion, had a 50-yard field goal to his credit. 

Roach was the 28th player signed. The 6-0, 175-pounder who was 
courted by Texas, SMU and Missouri, to mention a few, kicked 44 of 
45 extra points and 14 of 19 field goals over his career. His longest was 
52 yards. He averaged 41 yards a punt for St. Mark’s High School and 
was listed in several publications as one of the nation’s top kicking 
specialists--along with Benson. 

With the addition of the I-formation this spring, the Pokes also 
shored up the running back slot. Parade All-American Eddie 
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Goodlow of Altus, all-stater Kelly Cook, who had a career rushing 
mark of 3,835 yards at Midwest City, 6-1, 225-pound I-back Jeff Lee of 
Muskogee, who averaged 8.4 yards a crack and gained 700 as asenior, 
and 5-9, 190-pound Tim Hooks, who averaged 10 yards a carry as a full- 
back in Tulsa Washington’s wishbone, all inked with the Cowboys. 

“Goodlow has great speed, tremendous strength and definitely has 
the potential to play his freshman year,” said Leahy. The state’s top 
running back owns 4.5 speed and rushed for over 900 yards as a 
senior. OSU had to battle OU, Nebraska and Texas for his services. 

Cook rolled up 1,236 yards and 15 touchdowns his final prep sea- 
son. “He has a great combination of speed and power and when you 
toss in his toughness and desire, you've got to figure he'll help us 
somewhere this year,” said Leahy. 

Lee is very strong for a running back. He won the state junior power 
lifting title and can bench Eras Bate than 400 pounds. He’s equally 
talented at linebacker, but was considered to be the top I-formation 
fullback in the state. “He’s an excellet fullback prospect,” offered 
Wannstedt. “He’s probably the hardest worker among the 
freshmen.” 

Hooks also won the state 168-pound wrestling title as a junior and 
190-pound crown the next year. “An excellent football player,” says 
Wannstedt. 

The offensive and defensive lines were in need of help and the 
Cowboys seemed to do well in those areas, too. 

John Washington (6-5, 245), a 4.7 all-state Houston (Sterling) pro- 
duct and David Tucker (6-2, 251), who was an all-district basketball 
player in Childress, Tex., are two of the youngsters who could find 
immediate playing time in the trenches. 

The “sleeper” of this year’s recruiting class might also be found 
among the linemen. Tavie Hampton, a 6-2, 231-pounder from Little 
Rock, Ark. (McClellan), has “perhaps the best raw athletic talent 
we've spned in three years,” claims Davis. Hampton has 4.7 speed, 
throws the shot put 54-9 and is the reigning state long jump champion 
with a leap of 22-434. 

Other linemen signed include highly-regarded Texans Keith 
Brown (6-212, 225, noseguard), Don Williams (6-4, 220), Paul Carroll (6- 
2, 230), and Alfred Kirkpatrick (6-4, 241) in addition to Edmond’s Paul 
Blair (6-4, 235), “who should easily fill out to 260,” said Leahy. David 
Storey (6-4, 235), who played with Goodlow at Altus, was the only 
center corraled. 

Johnson is also excited about the three defensive backs lured to O- 
State. Ronnie Manuel, a 6-2, 184-pound rocket with 4.5 speed, hails 
from Gainesville, Tex. “He is probably the fastest defensive back we 
recruited,” said assistant coach Paul Jette. 

Rod Brown, another Gainesville product, and P.W. Thompson, 
who hails from Plainview, Tex., SBuind out the secondary finds. Brown 
(6-2%, 175) has 4.6 speed and was rated one of the top 100 players in 
Texas last year. Thompson (5-11, 175) is a versatile sort who “can play 
in three different areas,” said coach ron Wise. 

Linebacker and defensive end help is also plentiful. Jim Combs (5- 
11, 190) graduated from Parkwood High School, Joplin, Mo., at mid- 
term and spent his time in spring drills with the Cowboys. Dallas 
Kimball product Ralph Partida (6-3, 225) was the only player on the 
Dallas Morning News’ all-metro list to appear on both offense and 
defense. “He’s a heckuva player who will get a shot at linebacker 
first,” predicted defensive aide Pat Jones. 

Doug Maritan, Tulsa Tribune city Lineman of the Year, and Okla- 
homa Cityan David Thornton, an honor roll student with 4.8 speed 
were listed at defensive end. Maritan, 6-3, 220 has a nose for the ball 
and made 108 tackles as a Tulsa Memorial senior. Thornton (6-4, 205) 
was a starter on Douglass’ basketball team, 

Not to be overlooked were three receivers, who might provide 
freshman help. Dirk Davis, a 5-11, 175-pond Dallas native, Terry 
Wemer, 6-0, 175 from Joplin, Mo., and Hominy’s Ron Krushe (6-2, 
Ga) were signed by the Pokes. Krushe will also get a look at free 
safety. 

Both Davis and Wemer can fly with 4.5 speed, while Krushe is close 
behind at 4.6. All three are considered to be durable performers and 
all have great hands. 

“We've got an outstanding group of freshmen,” offered Johnson. 
“athletically and academically they were just what we were looking 
for. Of course, we won't know for sure how good they are for two 
years, but that is true with any freshman class.” Most of this edition 
sports a grade point of 3.0 or better. That is in keeping with Johnson’s 
emphasis on the student-athlete. In fact, 44 of Johnson’s first 48 re- 
cruits are still in school, including all 29 that signed last year. 

The OSU coaching staff does not get involved in blowing the horns 
of recruits either before or after they sign. This has become a mode of 
operation since Johnson arrived. As a result, some of the so-called “ex- 
perts” have not given OSU a glowing post-recruiting grade. But, this 
does not bother Johnson. “Many times how strong a recruiting class is 
supposed to be is directly related to how much horn blowing goes 
on inthe press. We don’t even begin saying much atall until the name 
is on the dotted line. 

"But I'll compare an Eddie Goodlow or Keith Brown with any 
running back or defensive lineman recruited in the country. We just 
want our players to prove themselves first. 
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“I’m prtty sure he’ll work it out,” said 
Seurer, “and things will be all right.” 

Final disposition of the Bell situation 
was not expected until sometime this 
summer. 

Emerson’s case, however, may not be 
determined until fall. The tank-sized full- 
back showed up for the spring semester 
with a sore knee. He reported to the first 
spring session and couldn’t run. 

Subsequent examination showed the 
necessity of knee cartilage surgery, and 
no football player coming off knee sur- 
gery can be relied on. 

"We were counting on Emerson to 
step in and help immediately,” 
Fambrough confirmed, “but he’s way be- 
hind now. | do feel a little better, 
though, because the word from the 
doctors has been encouraging.” 

If Fambrough has to field a team this 
fall without Bell and Emerson, so be it. 
The replacements aren’t as good, but 
they’re not shabby, either. 

Tailbacks Walter Mack and Garfield 
Taylor both saw some duty last season 
when Bell was out (he missed one game 
and most of another with injuries). Both 
Mack and Taylor are fast, but neither 
possesses Bell’s explosiveness. 

“Mack is experienced,” Fambrough 
pointed out, “and Taylor is an out- 
standing athlete. If he ever... what I’m 
trying to say is he can be as good as he 
wants to be.” 

Fullback fill-ins are junior Brad Butts 
and sophomore E.). Jones. Neither is an 
electric horseman. “E.J. Jones can get 
that hard two and three yards,” said 
Fambrough. "He gets the job done on 
desire and strength, and Butts is the 
same kind of individual.” 

Obviously, the possibility exists the 
Jayhawks will be throwing more this fall 
than Fambrough would really like. Not 
that the Jayhawks’ aerial game 
resembles a flea circus. 

Sophomore quarterback Seurer, who 
wet his feet with six starts as a yearling, 
can throw ... no doubt about it. Learn- 
ing when to throw and when not to 
throw is the earmark of a good quarter- 
back, however, and Fambrough sees the 
maturity coming. 

"He’s impressed me in every cate- 
gory,” the KU boss emphasized after 
spring work. “Of course, we started with 
a good product, but Frank has made 
very, very few mistakes. What’s more, 
I’m impressed with his leadership.” 

In reserve is senior Steve Smith, who 
doesn’t throw that well and doesn’t run 
that well, but has always seemed to 
possess a knack for moving the team. 

So quarterback causes Fambrough 
little loss of sleep. Perhaps a little 
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surprisingly, neither does wide receiver 
even though flankers David Verser and 
Lester Mickens were the only Jayhawks 
selected in the NFL draft. 

In juniors Wayne Capers and Russ 
Bastin, Kansas shouldn’t have that much 
of a drop-off at the wide-outs. “Ob- 
viously, we lost an outstanding player in 
Verser,” Fambrough stressed, “and that 
can give you sleepless nights. Then you 
see Capers and Bastin in the spring and 
you don’t worry so much.” 

Kansas is also stocked at tight end 
with returning starter Jeff Schleicher 
and sophomore Ernie Wright, a lanky 
6-5, 210-pounder who is projected as a 
future great. 

So far, then, it would appear Bell and 
Emerson are the only offensive question- 
marks. Ah, but not at Kansas. Not where 
rebuilding the offensive line is as mucha 
tradition as basketball. 

"It seems,” Fambrough conceded, 
“we've been rebuilding the offensive 
line for the last 25 years.” 

When you have just one starter back, 
what else can you call it? That starter, 
incidentally, is guard David Lawrence 
who did not scrimmage in the spring be- 
cause of off-season shoulder surgery. 

With Lawrence out, Fambrough had a 
sophomore and two juco transfers mann- 
ing the two guard posts. The soph is mas- 
sive 6-6, 260-pound K.C. Brown, a 
comer. The jucos are Paul Fairchild and 
Anthony Penny, hardly household 
names but what offensive guards are? 

"Fairchild and Penny,” said 
Fambrough, "proved they can come in 
and play.” 

Greg Roach, a red-shirt senior, and 
junior Dave Wessling will probably be 
the tackles, although Fambrough is high 
on a pair of sophomores, Reggie Smith 
and Renwick Atkins. Centers Ed Bruce, 
Grant Thieolf and John Prater have been 
around, although Prater has bad knees. 

“We just have to pray,” confirmed the 
KU head man, “that we’re as lucky with 
injuries as we were a year ago.” 

While Bell received most of the pub- 
licity, Kansas was able to climb into the 
Big Eight’s first division equally on the 
strength of a versatile offense and an 
injury-free defense. 

Down linemen Jeff Fox, Stan Gardner 
and Gregg Smith, for example, played in 
every game ... and in almost every 
minute of them, at that. 

All three survived the incessant 
pounding in the trenches, but two of 
them have departed. Only Smith, a hulk- 
ing 6-3, 280-pounder, returns and he’s 
been switched from tackle to nose 
guard, 

Was the Smith move a success? An un- 


qualified yes. “I’d have to say,” 
Fambrough underlined, “that his move 
ranks right at the top of the bright spots 
this spring.” 

The new defensive tackles are Guy 
Neighbors and Mark Wilbers, seldom- 
used back-ups last season, and red-shirts 
Ken Powers and Broderick Thompson. 
None are exactly tiny. Neighbors is 6-7, 
270; Wilbers 6-4, 255; Powers 6-6, 230; 
and Thompson 6-6, 265. 

At defensive end (called outside line- 
backer in KU terminology) there is utter 
confusion. But a pleasant kind of con- 
fusion . . . trying to tell identical twins 
Carky and Marky Alexander from one 
another. 

The Alexanders, sophomores from 
Topeka, were battling veterans Todd 
Bertsch and Bryan Horn for starting jobs 
during the spring. When it was over, 
Marky had won and Carky (he has a 
mole on his nose and Marky doesn’t) 
was closing the gap. 

"Marky came along real fast,” smiled 
Fambrough, “and in the last two weeks 
Carky was making his move.” 

Of all the Kansas assistants, the one 
most envied has to be linebacker coach 
Mike Sweatman. Is he ever loaded with 
talent. For starters, there are bookend 
seniors Kyle McNorton and Chris 
Toburen -- two of the most underrated 
backers in the league. Behind them are 
three sophomores Fambrough gets 
excited about -- Eddie Simmons, Mike 
Arbanas and Bill Malavasi. 

"They've really impressed me,” Don 
gushed. “They’re another bright spot. | 
feel so good about having that kind of 
depth.” 

Fambrough, nor anyone else, can 
make such claims about the secondary -- 
an area with more questions than Tic Tac 
Dough. Gone are three starters, includ- 
ing All-Big Eight free safety Joe 
Tumpich. 

Speed is a crying need among KU’s 
defensive backs. So pressing, in fact, that 
Fambrough tried a defensive end there 
in the spring. 

He’s Gary Coleman, a junior who, 
Fambrough felt, was wasting his 4.6 
speed up front. Consequently, Coleman 
was shifted to strong safety. “Coleman 
has a ton of ability,” noted the KU boss, 
“and physically-he’s perfect for the posi- 
tion, but it’s gonna take time.” 

Hopefully, not too much time 
because senior cornerback Tony 
McNeely is the only returning starter. At 
the other corner is injury-prone Dan 
Wagoner (he missed the spring with a 
knee injury) and raw sophomores Rod 
Demerritte and Elvis Patterson. 

At free safety, Roger Foote began to 


JEFF SCHLEICHER 


show some of the promise this spring 
that he brought with him as an all-stater 
in high school. 

Kansas has the All-Big Eight punter 
back in left-footed Bucky Scribner, plus 
sophomore place-kicker Bruce 
Kallmeyer who tied the school record 
with seven field goals in ’80. 

KU would seem well off in the foot 
department, yet Fambrough admits he 
would like more consistency out of 
Kallmeyer. “I was disappointed in the 
place-kicking,” he confirmed. “I’m talk- 
ing about the ones he (Kallmeyer) 
missed.” 

Pressure on Kallmeyer is coming from 
pint-sized 154-pound soph walk-on 
Dodge Schwartzburg who kicked a 52- 
yard field goal in the spring game. 

Looking at the Jayhawks overall, it’s 
really impossible to make a genuine 
assessment because of the uncertainty 
on Bell, and to a lesser extent Emerson. 

With Bell, the Jayhawks were able to 
run a ball-control offense in ’80 which 
took the pressure off the defense, the 
league’s worst in ’79. 

Too, there is the hypothetical prob- 
lem of being the incumbent conference 
surprise team. Oklahoma State wore 
that label in ’79 and took a nosedive last 
year. 

Obviously, the same thing could 
happen to the Jayhawks this autumn. 
Not as many teams, for instance, will 
overlook Kansas. 

"Sure, you hope a team takes you light- 
ly,” Fambrough said, “but I’m not sure 
that many teams did last year. Maybe at 
the start of the year a few teams did, but 
after they started looking at films, they 
find out what you’ve got.” 

Anymore, itseems, a team must havea 
theme in its public relations attempt to 
sell tickets. At Kansas this year, it’s "One 
Step Closer” and the ingredients seem 
to be there to make that step a real pos- 
sibility. 

For starters, there are seven home 
games on KU’s schedule and the non- 
league array of Tulsa, Oregon, Ken- 
tucky and Arkansas State can’t be called 
frightening. 

"Our goal is to improve,” Fambrough 
says, “and we certainly expect to im- 
prove. I’m not sure what difference 
having seven home games will make, 
but | like it. 

“Plus we’re playing some teams where 
we'll at least have a 50-50 chance. | don’t 
think we’re overmatched in any of our 
non-conference games.” 

Definitely not if you-know-who is 
back in Kansas togs again this fall. Who? 
Well, it’s not Alexander Graham. It’s not 
Taco. And it’s not Ma. 3) 


KERWIN’S OBSESSION: 
TO OUTLEG A WALKER 


Kansas backfield coach Ivy Williams’ 

office hangs a sign with the words of 

one of the Jayhawks’ more illustrious 
graduates engraved on it. 

“Not to be masochistic or anything, 
but if a running back is not hurting, he’s 
not getting the job done,” preached 
Delvin Williams of the Miami Dolphins. 

Williams, a shifty 6-0, 200-pound 
eight-year pro, would be the first to 
admit KU’s Kerwin Bell “got the job 
done” last season. The Jayhawks’ 5-9, 
185-pound sophomore tailback lugged 
his often battered body a Big Eight 
freshman record 1,114 yards, third-best 
total in the conference. 

Bell, the Big Eight offensive 
newcomer of the year, also scored eight 
touchdowns, and likely would have 
totaled more had not his celebrated case 
of turf toe kept him from missing the 
Oklahoma game and all but eight plays 
in the season-ending Missouri struggle. 

“A lot of people didn’t think Kerwin 
would be as tough as he was,” said 
Williams. “It’s a credit to him.” 

Bell was the Jayhawks’ bread and 
butter man of offense, topping the 100- 
yard mark six times and earning 
conference player of the week honors 
twice--once for his 143-yard effort 
versus Syracuse and also for his 216-yard 
gem against Kansas State. 

The Bell tolled often for Kerwin, who 
carried the football 38 times against K- 
State, 35 versus lowa State and 32 versus 
Syracuse. No wonder he spent many a 
Sunday morning licking his wounds. 

"Like they say, ’life is rough in the Big 
Eight’,” smiles the affable Bell, 2 
consensus first-team all-conference 
player. “I’ve been through it one year. | 
know what to expect now. | look for 
better things to come.” 

Bell figures--if he stays healthy--he’s 
bound to get off to a better start in ’81. 
Kerwin gained 69 yards on 20 carries in 
the season-opening 7-7 tie at Oregon 
and followed with 27 yards on 14 totes in 
the 18-3 loss against Pitt. He then topped 
the 100 plateau with 103 yards on 21 
carries in the Jayhawks’ demeaning 17-9 
loss to Louisville, then finally exploded 
for his 143 yard total in KU’s surprise 23-9 
victory over Syracuse. 

Sure, Kerwin was disappointed with 
his first three games, just like the Kansas 
fans who expected a miracle from the 
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Js: ABOVE THE ENTRANCE of 


By GARY BEDORE, Lawrence Journal-World 


highly recruited frosh who spurned 
USC, Oklahoma, Nebraska (the list goes 
on) -- for Kansas. 

"lI guess you could say | was 
discouraged,” said Bell. "| figured we’re 
not Oklahoma or Nebraska; we’re 
Kansas, and we had a lot of problems the 
year before (in 3-8 season). | didn’t 
expect a 3-0 start, but | was discouraged 
with our team play. 

"There was a meeting of the linemen 
after the Louisville game, and | got up 
and said a few words to pep them up. 
Then we had a big team meeting. It set 
us off.” 

Yes, the Jayhawks and Bell began to 
roll, the team rallying for a respectable 
fourth-place finish. The little guy, 
however, didn’t break a long run until 
the seventh game, when he sped 80 
yards in KU’s 14-14 tie against Oklahoma 
State. 

"| think the difference was the turf,” 
said Bell. “It was the first year I’d ever 
played on it. If | was playing on grass, | 
felt | could break eight to 12 runs. You 
go so fast on the turf. When you’re going 
down, it’s hard to keep your balance. | 
finally got used to it. 

"My senior year in high school, | had 
30 touchdowns, and more than half 
were jaunts of 30 yards or more. | didn’t 
think | could get that many in college. 


"| think I’ll break more this year; | 
really do,” he added. “In college, you 
say, ‘| can’t break ’em anymore.’ It 


makes you work harder to try and doit.” 

Bell has another reason he wishes to 
try and bust more 50-yard and up 
scampers. It would be a good way to 
challenge Georgia sophomore 
sensation Herschel Walker for national 
rushing honors. 

Bell is obsessed with topping Walker. 
Herschel won Round One, gaining 1,616 
his frosh season for the national 
champion Bulldogs. Walker also topped 
Bell their senior seasons in high school-- 
Herschel totaling 3,167 yards to Kerwin’s 
not-so-shabby 2,223. 

“I’m after him, | guess because in high 
school, we were the top two running 
backs in the country,” said Bell, who 
attended Huntington Beach, 
California’s Edison High. “He playedina 
smaller class in high school than me, and 
I’d get jealous. I’d hear that he got the 
ball every down. 

"| figured if we didn’t have Frank 
(Seurer, quarterback who threw for 


2,163 yards his senior year at Edison, now 
with Bell at KU), I’d have gained 3,000 
yards myself. 

“In college, things started slow for me 
and Herschel did well. | said, ’l guess he 
really is great.’ But if | didn’t miss two 
games, I’d have been right there with 
him.” 

Don’t think Bell merely casually 
glanced at Walker’s weekly totals. He 
studied and grimaced at them. 

“Oh yeah, I’d see what he did every 
week,” said Bell. “I had 216 against K- 
State. Then | see he got 240 or 250 in his 
game. It would hit me -- boom. 


"This will help me though. | know 1’ll 
become a better player keeping track of 
him. I’m just gonna go off what he 
does.” 

Bell and Walker, being highly touted 
prepsters, received a deluge of 
questions all last year. For Bell, the 
obvious question was, “Why pick 
Kansas? KU’s football program 
seemingly lacked the glamor of an 
Oklahoma or USC. 

"That question doesn’t stop,” said 
Bell. "I figured it would by now. Right 
now, even on the Big Eight skywriters 
tour, everybody’s going to ask me, after 
your first year, are you still sure of your 
decision?’ I’ll just answer it for the two 
millionth time.” 

Bell, in short, came to Kansas to play 
with teammate Seurer (who USC didn’t 
recruit), for a program he figured was 
headed in the right direction. 


Many people ripped Bell for 
attending Kansas, including an 
unidentified coach, who in one 
publication called him a “thug”. 

"That shocked me,” said Bell. “Maybe 
it was one coach, two, three or four. 
With the Nebraska deal, they signed Jeff 
Smith (halfback out of Wichita) and said, 
’we’re not recruiting Kerwin Bell 
anymore,’ | wasn’t going to call them 
and say, ’why have you stopped 
recruiting me?’ 

"That didn’t bother me. | guess they 
were mad | left them hanging for so long 
(Bell inked several weeks after the 
signing date). But it was my decision to 
make. | didn’t promise Nebraska I’d go 
there like some guys who say they’re 
going to Texas A&M and end up 
somewhere else. 

"The L.A. Times wrote | was coming to 
Kansas to experience college football 


Herschel won Round One by gaining 1,616 yds. 
as a freshman to 1,114 for Bell. 
"I’m after him... if | didn’t miss two games, 
I'd have been right there with him.” 


as aad then leave,” Bell continued. “I looked at 
f ° a Re that and said, what?’ 
‘ 3 


; Is Kerwin staying? ls Kansas known for 
+ Auntie Em? 

Kerwin’s brother Dino will be joining 
him at KU next year, plus Bell says he’s 
looking forward to upcoming battles at 
UCLA in 1982 and USC in ’83. 

Kerwin says he’s confident he and his 
brother (tailback who gained 1,600 yards 
for Edison his senior year) will be playing 
on a collegiate winner soon. 

He sees the Jayhawks improving on 
their 4-5-2 mark of a year ago. 

“| think we can go toa bowl,” said Bell. 
“Our schedule is tough but not that 
tough (non-conference foes Tulsa, 
Oregon, Kentucky and Arkansas State). | 
think it will help us prepare for the Big 
Eight. 

"| think we’ll surprise a lot of people. 
All my life I’ve been on a winning cause. 
Always a championship team whether it 
be baseball, basketball or football. 

"Considering KU’s previous year, | 
don’t consider last season a losing cause. 
When you get picked eighth and finish 
fourth, that’s a big improvement. 

"You see people are getting excited 
about the program. Even with Dino. Last 
year he asked me, ’why are you going 
there?’ I’d say, ’it’s the future. 
Something’s gonna happen there.’ He 
realized it too. He sees we’re on the 
uprise.” 

Will Bell move up the rushing charts, 
up from his 13th finish nationally? KU 
coach Don Fambrough thinks so. 

"Kerwin has a fantastic career in front 
of him,” said Fambrough. "I’ve said that | 
could count on one hand the people 
I’ve seen that | would bet my life on they 
would make it. When | saw Kerwin on 
film, | knew he belonged on that list 
along with Gale Sayers, John Hadl and 
John Riggins. 

“And Kerwin is even better in person. 
| look forward to watching him develop 
over the next three years.” 

So does Bell’s high school coach, Bill 
Workman. “Can you imagine what he 
would have done with an established 
line and if he didn’t get hurt?” asked 
Workman. “People would never have 
heard of Herschel Walker. He’d be the 
guy behind Bell. 

"With KU’s program on the rise, he'll 
get to that stage,” Workman added. 
"There’s only one Kerwin Bell.” 
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NO. PLAYER 


37 
70 
47 
97 
48 
72 
23 


39 

3 
62 
59 


Alexander, Carky 
Alexander, Cedric 
Alexander, Marky 
Amerine, Randall 
Arbanas, Mike 
Atkins, Renwick 
Bastin, Russ 
Bell, Dino 

Bell, Kerwin 
Bertsch, Todd 
Bohn, Mike 
Booker, J.C. 
Boushka, Jim 
Brown, Jeffrey 
Brown, K.C. 
Bruce, Ed 
Bruno, Kerry 
Butts, Brad 
Byrd, Sylvester 
Capers, Wayne 
Coleman, Gary 
Colter, Jeff 
Connors, Scott 
Davis, Dary! 
Davis, Tim 
Demerritte 
Eldridge, Victor 
Emerson, Chris 
Evans, Ray 
Fairchild, Paul 
Fenlon, Andy 
Fields, Harvey 
Foote, Roger 
Fredrick, Mike 
Friess, Tim 
Gentry, Robert 
Green, Darren 
Harrelson, Bryan 
Haus, Joe 
Hines, Jeff 
Hoag, Chuck 
Horn, Bryan 
Johnson, Bob 
Jones, E.J. 
Kallmeyer, Bruce 
Lawrence, David 
Loncar, John 


MIKE ARBANAS 


POS. 
OLB 


OLB 


ILB 


OLB 


ILB 


sce 


Sly 


K.C. BROWN 


KANSAS 


CLASS HOMETOWN 


So. 


Fr. 
So. 


So. 


So. 


So. 


Jr. 
Fr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr 

Jr. 
Fr. 


So. 


Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Fr 

Jr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Fr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 


Topeka, KS 
Chicago, IL 
Topeka, KS 
Ellinwood, KS 
Grandview, MO 
Chicago, IL 
Emporia, KS 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Dodge City, KS 
Boulder, CO 

Hot Springs, AR 
Wichita, KS 
Miami, FL 
Shawnee, KS 
Lee's Summit, MO 
Houston, TX 
Mulvane, KS 
Kansas City, KS 
South Miami, FL 
Lawrence, KS 
Tucson, AZ 
Joplin, MO 
Greenville, MS 
Aurora, CO 
Miami, FL 
Tucson, AZ 

Mesa, AZ 

Kansas City, MO 
Glidden, IA 
Leavenworth, KS 
Arkansas City, KS 
Peabody, KS 
Miami, FL 

Lyons, KS 

Hot Springs, AR 
Lawrence, KS 
Olathe, KS 

Lee's Summit, MO 
Littleton, CO 
Lawrence, KS 
Pratt, KS 

East St. Louis, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Overland Park, KS 
Parsons, KS 
Chicago, IL 


DAVE WESSLING 


NO. PLAYER 


29 
34 
31 
96 
68 
78 
35 
81 
38 
V1 
57 
58 


Luster, Gary 
Mack, Walter 
Madden, Rod 
Malavasi, Bill 
Marshall, Bob 
McAdam, Jay 
McNeely, Tony 
McNorton, Kyle 
Mehrer, Dave 
Messner, Marc 
Modie, Tom 
Mueller, Kurt 
Murphy, Ira 
Neighbors, Guy 
Parrish, Walter 
Patterson, Elvis 
Paulsen, Mark 
Pearl, Mike 
Penny, Anthony 
Phipps, Mike 
Powers, Ken 
Prater, John 
Roach, Greg 
Schleicher, Jeff 
Schonewise, Quint 
Schwartzburg, Dodge 
Scribner, Bucky 
Seurer, Frank 
Seurer, Troy 
Simecka, Bennie 
Simmons, Eddie 
Smith, Greg 
Smith, Reggie 
Smith, Steve 
Sneed, Jeff 
Spears, Doyle 
Swenson, Paul 
Taylor, Garfield 
Thierolf, Grant 
Thompson, Broderick 
Toburen, Chris 
Vignatelli, Brad 
Wagoner, Dan 
Wessling, Dave 
Wilbers, Mark 
Wright, Ernie 


POS. 


ILB 


ILB 


RUSS BASTIN 


5-10 


CHRIS TOBUREN 


& 


CARKY ALEXANDER 


CLASS HOMETOWN 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Fr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
So. 


So. 


Jr 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
So. 
Jr. 
So. 
Fr. 
So. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 
Fr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
So. 


Saugus, CA 

San Francisco, CA 
Osawatomie, KS 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Covina, CA 
Milwaukee, WI 
Kansas City, KS 
Topeka, KS 
Kansas City, MO 
Wichita, KS 
Marietta, OH 

St. Louis, MO 
Chicago, IL 
Tempe, AZ 
Philadelphia, PA 
Houston, TX 
Verndale, MN 
Kansas City, MO 
Bronx, NY 
Ardmore, OK 
Moscow, KS 
Canyon, TX 
Thousand Oaks, CA 
Overland Park, KS 
Beatrice, NE 
Ocala, FL 
Lawrence, KS 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Rossville, KS 
Miramar, FL 
Chicago, IL 
Chicago, IL 
Emporia, KS 
Wellington, KS 
Osborne, KS 
Osawatomie, KS 
Miami, FL 

Beloit, KS 
Cerritos, CA 
Pittsburg, KS 
Topeka, KS 

High Point, NC 
Wichita, KS 

St. Louis, MO 

San Diego, CA 


a 
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Jeff Schleicher Greg Roach K.C. Brown 
(6-4, 230, Jr) (6-6, 260, Sr) (6-6, 260, So) 
Ernie Wright Renwick Atkins Anthony Penny 
(6-5, 210, So) (6-5, 265, So) (6-3, 250, Jr) 


eo 


Guy Neighbors 


Ed Bruce 
(6-1, 230, Sr) 
Grant Thierolf 
(6-3, 235, Jr) 


GREG SMI 


g Walter Mack 
i (5-10, 185, Sr) 
Garfield Taylor 
(6-1, 205, So) 
KERWIN BELL 
(5-9, 180, So) 


Brad Butts 
(6-1, 200, Jr) 
E.J. Jones 
(6-1, 210, So) 


Wayne Capers 
(6-2, 200, Jr) 
Jim Boushka 
’ FRANK SEURER (6-3, 205, Jr) 
(6-2, 185, So) 


Steve Smith 
(6-0, 180, Sr) 


DAVID LAWRENCE 
(6-5, 240, Sr) 
Paul Fairchild 
(6-4, 240, Jr) 


Dave Wessling 
(6-5, 255, Jr) 
Reggie Smith 
(6-4, 255, So) 


m (720 


TH Mark Wilbers 
(6-7, 270, Sr) (6-3, 280, Sr) (6-4, 255, Jr) 
Marky Alexander Ken Powers Dave Mehrer Broderick Thompson Bryan Horn 
(6-3, 215, So) (6-6, 230, So) (6-2, 210, Jr) (6-6, 265, Jr) (6-2, 210, Sr) 
Chuck Hoag 
(6-3, 200, So) 


KYLE McNORTON 
(6-1, 230, Sr) 

Mike Arbanas 

(6-4, 220, So) 


3 Rod Demerritte 
(5-10, 170, So) 
Dan Wagoner 
(5-10, 175, Sr) 


Ray Evans 
(6-1, 195, Jr) 
Gary Coleman 
(6-1, 210, Jr) 


Carky Alexander 
(6-3, 215, So) 


CHRIS TOBUREN * 

(6-2, 220, Sr) 
Eddie Simmons 
(6-2, 205, So) 


TONY McNEELY & 
(6-1, 200, Sr) 
Elvis Patterson 
(5-11, 185, So) 


Roger Foote 
(6-3, 205, Jr) 
Robert Gentry 
(6-2, 190, Jr) 


Russ Bastin 
(6-2, 205, Jr) 
Darren Green 

(5-10, 175, So) 


DEPTH CHART 


(CAPS indicate returning starters) 
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“Freshman Harvest” 


A crop failure in Kansas 
sent Jayhawks into a tailspin 


By CHUCK WOODLING, Lawrence Journal-World 


severe drought withered fields, parched livestock and 
had farmers wringing their hands in despair. 

Don Fambrough could empathize with those men of the 
soil. The Kansas football coach experienced a drought, too. 
The Sunflower State produced about as many college football 
prospects as the Australian Outback. 

Well, maybe it wasn’t THAT bad, but Fambrough has been 
connected with Kansas football for umpteen years and called 
the prep talent resources “the worst... but I’m talking about 
number-wise.” 

As of late spring, Fambrough had filled just 22 of the 30 
scholarships he is allotted by NCAA decree and eight of those 
were junior college transfers. 

How many Kansas preps did he sign? Four. That’s all. 

"This year was a crop failure,” the KU head man conceded. 
“It was one of the poorest I’ve been around. At Kansas 
University, in order for us to have a great recruiting year, we 
have to get half of them from the state.” 

Wichita is the state’s largest city. The Air Capitol has beena 
prime hunting ground over the years. But Wichita was a 
wasteland in ’80. Not one of the state’s major schools -- 
Kansas, Kansas State or Wichita State -- offered a single 
scholarship to a Wichita prep. 

"Out of the five major cities in the state,” noted 
Fambrough, “there was one kid being recruited.” That was 
Topeka quarterback Warren Seitz who signed with Missouri. 

Of the four Kansas schoolboys Fambrough landed, three 
were consensus all-staters. At the head of the pack was two- 
time all-stater Harvey Fields of Arkansas City, a Parade 
Magazine All-American who rushed for more than 4,000 
yards and scored 49 touchdowns during his career. 

Fields, a 6-0, 195-pounder, does not possess blazing speed, 
but does a lot of things nicely and is an honor student. 

"| think he reminds me of Robert Miller,” said Fambrough, 
noting a former Jayhawk ball-carrier now with the Minnesota 
Vikings. “He does everything pretty well -- block, run, catch 
the ball. When | first saw ‘lin on film, Miller is who he 
reminded me of.” 

The two other all-staters are tight end-linebacker types -- 
Sylvester Byrd of Kansas City Ward and Bryan Harrelson of 
Olathe. Both stand 6-3 with Byrd 10 pounds heavier than 
Harrelson at 220. 

Andy Fenlon, a 6-1, 190-pound back from Leavenworth was 
the fourth in-state signee. 

With only a quartet coming out of the Kansas well, 
Fambrough had to try several other sources. The most proven 
was Edison High in Huntington Beach, Calif., which sent three 
players, including Kerwin Bell and Frank Seurer to Mount 
Oread last year. 

The pipeline is still open and only the first names have been 
changed. Dino Bell and Troy Seurer, younger brothers of the 
two freshman sensations of 1980, joined the KU fold. 

Dino took over at running back for his brother at Edison last 
fall, but it was strictly a one-shot deal. Dino wants to be a 
defensive back. Or as he said: “I’ve never had to compete 
against Kerwin, and I’m not going to start now.” 

Both Dino, who is actually two years younger than Kerwin 
because he skipped a grade in school, are about the same 
size. But Dino doesn’t possess Kerwin’s upper body strength. 

Remarked Edison coach Bill Workman when asked to 
compare the two: “How do you compare a 16-year-old to his 
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18-year-old brother? Dino’s not quite as big and not quite as 
fast as Kerwin, but he’s the fastest 16-year-old I’ve ever seen.” 

Young Bell’s speed certainly could be used in KU’s less- 
than-fleet secondary. “He could play cornerback or safety,” 
said Fambrough of Dino, “and it’ll probably be corner.” 

Troy Seurer is also a defensive player. A 5-11, 185-pounder 
he was a linebacker at Edison. "We don't feel he has the size 
for linebacker,” Fambrough said, “so we'll probably move 
him to strong safety.” 

Another familiar well was Killian High in Miami, Fla. the 
school that produced tailback Garfield Taylor, Kerwin Bell’s 
backup in 1980, and defensive back Rod Demerritte. Kansas 
landed two Killian products -- quarterback Mike Fredrick and 
defensive back Jeffrey Brown. 

Fredrick, a 6-1, 165-pounder has been called a speus 
Williams type” by one Florida observer, although Fredric 
pevieaely doesn’t have the size of the Tampa Bay Bucs signal- 
caller. 

So far there’s been no mention of offensive and defensive 
linemen, That’s an oversight, because beef is what 
Fambrough sought and beef is what he got. 

"The type of player we were looking for,” he confirmed, 
“was not the glamor player.” 

Indeed, the emphasis was on linemen -- mainly offensive 
linemen like juco transfers Anthony Penny, Paul Fairchild and 
Bob Marshall. 

Fambrough landed some sizable preps, too, like Quint 
Schoenwise (6-5, 230), Kurt Mueller (6-4, 235), John Loncar (6- 
2, 225), Ira Murphy (6-3, 220) and the daddy of them all -- 
Cedrick Alexander, a 6-9, 295-pounder out of Sullivan High in 
Chicago. 

Unfortunately, it didn’t appear Alexander would qualify for 
a scholarship, and would have to start his career in a junior 
college. “He’s a tremendous athlete,” Fambrough said of 
Alexander. 

Perhaps KU’s most highly-touted juco recruit was Chris 
Emerson, a 6-2, 250-pound fullback from Scottsdale, Ariz. A 
blockbuster with 4.6 speed, Emerson figured to combine with 
Kerwin Bell to provide perhaps the Big Eight’s most potent 
running back duo. 

Emerson, however, had knee problems in the spring and 
his status for this fall was clouded. 

Three more juco transfers came from Arizona, all of them 
from Eastern Arizona at Thatcher. Jeff Colter and Victor 
Eldridge are defensive backs. Daryl Davis, the third is a wide 
receiver who caught 35 passes for 734 yards last season. 

Bob Johnson, a wide receiver from Independence, Kan., 
Juco, is the eighth juco transfer and the only one who didn’t 
participate in spring drills. He’s expected to enroll in the fall. 

It doesn’t take a genius to see KU’s recruiting was closer toa 
dry hole than a gusher. Yet this group, however good or bad, 
couldn’t possibly have stood up when compared to last year’s 
ae which is generally regarded as one of the best in school 

istory. 

No coach likes to bring in as many juco players as 
Fambrough did, but in the final analysis he had no choice. 
That’s how bare the cupboard, especially in linemen, was 
when he resumed head coaching duties in 1979. 

"We're still a couple of years away,” Fambrough 
underlined, “and that’s why next year is a must year for 
recruiting. We have to do that so we can eventually start a 
redshirt program. 
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year,” Nystrom said. “They have to start 
believing in themselves. Losing is like a 
disease, you gotta wipe it out of your 
system.” 

The debits: 

--Well, there’s still a long way to go to 
rebuild a defense, which, in all honesty, 
couldn’t be described as anything but 
terrible a year ago. 

“It’s hard to measure, but there has 
been some defensive improvement,” 
Fairbanks said. “I know for us to be suc- 
cessful, we’ll have to have a good defen- 
sive team. You’d like for that to be a 
dominant part, but we were such a poor 
team a year ago that we have to make 
enormous strides just to be successful.” 

“| can’t say how good we’re going to 
be,” adds Doug Knotts, the defensive co- 
ordinator and the sole remaining 
member of the coaching staff Doug 
Dickey brought on during the time 
Fairbanks’ status was in limbo two years 
ago while CU and the New England 


Patriots battled in court for the head 
coach. “But I’m encouraged. We’re still 
not deep at a lot of critical areas. We’ve 
only got five linemen I’m not afraid to 
play. And at inside linebacker, we’ve got 
two and two. But that’s like a running 
back. | feel you need five ready to play.” 

--Fears that Essington could be bother- 
ed by a hemophiliac condition, which 
first surfaced when he developed asize- 
able bruise on his throwing arm after 
starting the Missouri and Nebraska 
games last year. There is talk he may 
occasionally take shots in the fall that 
would help the blood coagulate in case 
of injury. 

Essington admits he has been told it’s 
"not advisable” for him to play football 
because the potential bleeding prob- 
lem. “It was kinda up to me,” he told 
writers after ending along silence on the 
subject in the spring. “And | didn’t feel 
like giving up. There are people in the 
pros with the same thing. There are 
pros with the same thing. I’ve been in 
three car accidents where the cars were 


ELLIS WOOD (46) OF BOULDER makes a dramatic save of this pass to Darryl Black (2) of Kansas State to blunt a touchdown drive- 
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demolished, but nothing’s happened to 
me.” 

Essington, brash at times, and senior 
Scott Kingdom, who quarterbacked 
CU’s lone victory last fall, engaged ina 
fierce battle for the quarterbacking job 
all spring, although Californian 
Essington, a transfer from U.S. Inter- 
national, always seemed to have an edge 
on the one-time walk-on. 

It enraged Essington that the No. 1 
label was never bestowed on him. 

“Not knowing who is No. 1 is a bunch 
of bull,” Essington said. “Being No. 1 
makes you feel on top of the world. You 
get to practice with the first unit every- 
day. You get more repetitions.” 

Fairbanks, though, keeps challenging 
Essington. 

“We don’t know for sure if he can run 
the team,” the coach said at one point. 
"He’s like a golfer on the practice tee. 
He looks great out there, but you don’t 
know if he can do it in a game.” 

“| want both of them to compete for 

Please turn the page. 
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the job,” Fairbanks said. “| want both of 
them to work to get better. We’ve 
worked hard on the passing game and | 
think we have the ability to do some 
pretty good passing in the fall.” 

Kingdom, discouraged and feeling 
Essington was getting the favored treat- 
ment the young quarterback is demand- 
ing, threatened to give up football, but 
was talked back out by Fairbanks. 

Fairbanks wants more improvement 
from the receiving cast, even though 
Ward, more relaxed in the CU system 
after a year on campus following his 
transfer from Oregon, and Stanley, who 
had a 100-yard kickoff return against 
Oklahoma, seems to have significantly 
bolstered CU’s striking power deep. 

“I’m not sure right now our receivers 
have shown me the dependability that’s 
necessary. They’ve got to become more 
aggressive, make more tough catches 
and catch those ones that are easy to 
catch.” 

Colorado’s cast at tight end will be 
new with sophomore transfer Dave 
Hestera (6-4, 225, via Wyoming) the 
heir-apparent for the job left vacant by 
the switch of Greg Willett to an outside 
linebacking position. Basketballer Brian 
Johnson (6-8, 235) spent the spring as 
Hestera’s backup, with sophomore 
Mark Hirsch also in the picture. 

Singleton (Santa Monica, Calif.) and 
Rouson (Greensboro, N.C.) came in 
Fairbanks’ heralded first recruiting 
class. Neither had a full chance to 
develop last fall. 

Singleton broke a hand in the second 
game at LSU, but did return to put 100- 
yard games back-to-back against Okla- 
homa State and Kansas and the son of 
former UCLA tailback Ezell Singleton 
clearly was entrenched as the Buffs’ No. 
1 running back at the close of spring. 

Rouson missed all of his first college 
year, following minor knee surgery 
shortly after he arrived in August. In the 
spring, though, Rouson showed not 
only excellent speed and moves plus an 
aggressive, reckless style. 

Charlie Davis, forced out of the quar- 
terbacking role by a shoulder injury 
early last fall, likely will be the fullback, 
although he had no spring contact 
following surgery. Willie Beebe, a starter 
on-and-off the last two years and sopho- 
more Guy Egging also will battle for the 
starting role at fullback. 

Let Nystrom analyze the interior line: 

"Greg Jones and Bruce Alison did a 
good job (at right tackle) after we lost 
Brandt Thurston. Bob Sebro, at the other 
tackle, is a good smart player, but needs 
to improve his technique. Rich 
Umphrey can be a damn good center. 
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CHARLIE DAVIS (19) has played wherever the Buffs needed help and at times they needed two of him in ‘80. 


He and Doug Krahenbuhl (right guard) 
are fluid-kind of kids. And Guy Thurston 
(left guard) really came along at the end 
of spring.” 

There also are some young talents, 
who will get normal development be- 
cause of the abundance of veterans with 
starting experience -- sophs like Mike 
Sylvester (6-3, 245) and Mike Berk (6-4, 
280) at tackles and Vince Rafferty (6-3, 
245) at guard. 

The Buffs hope to have Brandt 
Thurston healthy again in the fall. 
Another knee problem, but not to the 
knee injured in April, forced the older 
of the two brothers in the Buffs’ line to 
miss the ’80 season. 

Defensively, Knotts points to four 
areas of improvement: 

--Senior Pete Perry’s emergence into 
“an outstanding defensive end.” 

--The development of the secondary, 
with the arrival of sophomores Clyde 
Riggins at left cornerback (he’ll battle 
veteran Ricky Bynum for the job in the 
fall) and Jeff Donaldson at strong safety 
as Big Eight-calibre players. “We've gota 
chance to be a pretty good secondary,” 
Knotts said. Another soph, Victor Scott 
at right cornerback, and junior Ellis 
Wood at free safety are very solid 
players. 

--The overall improvement of the 
defensive line is encouraging, in Knott’s 
eyes, with Perry’s progress, the shift of 
Graham Harrison to nose tackle and the 
bid for a starting job by soph Mark 
Washington at the other end lending 
some hope. The only depth comes from 


a 


junior ends Mark Shoop and Stan 
Hornung, though. 

--The ability of Willett to make the 
shift from tight end to outside line- 
backer and the continued improvement 
of Junior Kevin Hood has eased con- 
cerns in the linebacking department. 

Senior Mark Remington and sophs 
Sandy Armstrong, Alan Chrite and Scott 
Hardison will battle for the inside line- 
backing roles. Two other sophs, Terry 
Irvin and Dave Alderson, are challeng- 
ing on the outside. 

The thing to remember about the 
young linebackers is that they were con- 
sidered the class of Fairbanks’ first full 
recruiting year in 780 that yielded a 
group some recruiting services had rank- 
ed in the Top Ten nationally. If the Buffs’ 
defense is to make a turnabout in ’81, it’s 
likely the young backers will figure 
prominently. 

Colorado may have picked up a bonus 
for the beleaguered defensive platoon 
when Villanova dropped collegiate foot- 
ball in mid May. The Buffs quickly 
signed two defensive players with the 
potential to be starters in DB Chris 
Yurkow and DE/LB Jim McCarthy. Both 
will be juniors eligibility wise. 

A definite plus in Fairbanks’ third year 
could be the punting of sophomore 
Arthur Woods, who averaged 41.4 on 47 
kicks a year ago. He hangs the ball up 
high and appears capable of improving 
on the average. Place-kicker Tom Fields 
never got untracked as a field goal 
kicker last year (2-for-7) after a good 
start as a freshman in ’80. €> 


Dave Hestera Bruce Alison 


(6-4, 225, So) (6-3, 234, Sr) 
Mike Hirsch Greg Jones 
(6-3, 212, $0) (6-6, 229, Sr) 
Brian Johnson Brant Thurston 
(6-8, 235, Sr) (6-5, 249, Sr) 


Mark Shoop 
(6-6, 230, Jr) 


Greg Willett 
(6-4, 227, Sr) 
Terry Irvin 
(6-1, 202, So) 


} 

~~ RICKY BYNUM 
[Ae (6-0, 194, Sr) 
Cam Clyde Riggins 
(5-10, 178, So) 


(6-4, 223, So) 


Derek Singleton 
(5-11, 193, So) 
Lee Rouson 
(6-1, 192, Fr) 


PPM RB, 
DOUG KRAHENBUHL RICH UMPHREY 
(6-1, 243, Sr) (6-3, 253, Sr) 
Ray Cone Mark Hasart 
(6-2, 221, Jr) (6-4, 238, Jr) 


(6-2, 276, Sr) 
Ken Jones 
(5-10, 255, So) 


(6-2, 220, Sr) 
Sandy Armstrong 
(6-3, 230, So) 


Jeff Donaldson 
(6-0, 189, So) 


Romano Robinson 
(5-10, 185, So) 


DEPTH 


Willie Beebe 
(6-0, 209, Sr) 

Guy Egging 
(5-11, 189, So) 
CHARLIE DAVIS 
(5-11, 211, Sr) 


GRAHAM HARRISON 


Randy Essington 
(6-3, 205, So) 
SCOTT KINGDOM 
(5-11, 193, Sr) 


Guy Thurston 
(6-4, 249, Jr) 
Vince Rafferty 
(6-3, 245, So) 


Vic James 
(5-11, 190, Sr) 
Walter Stanley 
(5-9, 169, So) 


BOB SEBRO 
(6-4, 255, Sr) 
Mike Sylvester 
(6-3, 263, So) 


PETE PERRY 
(6-5, 250, Sr) 
Stan Hornung 
(6-3, 242, Jr) 


Alan Chrite 
(6-2, 215, So) 
Scott Hardison 
(6-2, 224, So) 


ELLIS WOOD 


(6-0, 183, Jr) 


Larry Lillo 


(6-0, 191, Sr) 


CHART 


(CAPS indicate returning starters) 


Ricky Ward 
(5-10, 170, Sr) 
Reggie Harden 
(6-0, 170, Sr) 
Kelley Johnson 
(5-8, 152, So) 


KEVIN HOOD 
(6-0, 194, Sr) 


Dave Alderson 
(6-4, 218, So) 


VICTOR SCOTT 
(5-11, 186, So) 
Robert Johnson 
(5-10, 170, Jr) 
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DEREK WILL IGNITE AN 


By FRANK HARAWAY, Denver Post 


THLETES WHO ACHIEVE pro- 
Aree will have all kinds of 

things written about them before 
they’re through. But come what may, it’s 
an odds-on bet that never will it be 
written about Colorado’s Derek 
Singleton that he’s a front runner. 

Consider these three comments by 

the Buffaloes’ sophomore halfback in 
the course of this interview: 
--"One of the main reasons | came to 
Colorado was because the program was 
down and out and | wanted to help turn 
it around.” 
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--”Missing those six games after | broke 


my hand in the second game of the 
season might have been the best thing 
for me. Maybe it just wasn’t my time to 
perform.” 
--"Last year overall was a great 
experience. We didn’t win (CU was 1-10) 
but we learned how to take a loss. That’s 
for sure.” 

Taken out of context, these comments 
could easily be misunderstood. So let’s 
examine them more closely. 


Singleton’s underdog complex 


started in his childhood days. He comes 
from good football bloodlines and those 
bloodlines were strictly UCLA. His 
father, Ezell Singleton, and his 
mother’s brother, Kermit Alexander 
(Derek’s uncle) were backfield stars at 
UCLA in the early 1960’s and played 
together on the Bruins’ team that lost to 
Minnesota in the Jan. 1, 1962, Rose Bowl 
game. 

Alexander was the No. 1 draft choice 
of the Denver Broncos, who play just 
down the road from Boulder, but opted 
to sign with the San Francisco 49ers. He 


OFFENSIVE RECLAMATION 


was a defensive backfield star for them 
and later the Los Angeles Rams. 

Derek says that when he was younger, 
he dreamed of playing for UCLA. “But as 
| grew older,” he said, ”| began to root 
for USC because the Trojans were the 
underdog in the family. Nobody could 
believe it.” 

So young Singleton’s mind probably 
wasn’t focused on UCLA when 
Fairbanks and staff came a-courtin’ after 
Derek wound up his prep career at Santa 
Monica, Calif., High School. It didn’t 
take him long to decide on Colorado 
after listening to Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Oregon and Washington. 

"| knew they (the Buffaloes) were 
going through a lot of adversity but | 
really believed in Coach Fairbanks and | 
still do. When they came to my home, 
they caused something | can’t really 
explain. It just hit my heart.” 

You have to admit Singleton knows 
the right things to say. But you also come 
away from talking to him warmed by his 
sincerity and forthrightness. 

It would be hard to imagine any 
freshman playing his first college 
football game under tougher 
circumstances than did Singleton. CU’s 
offensive situation was its lowest ebb in 
more than 15 years. And as luck would 
have it, the Buffs’ first game took 
Singleton back home to play UCLA. 

“It was a big game for me, to have my 
father and uncle watch me play against 
the same team they played on and on 
the same field.” 

Singleton had “about 25 relatives and 
lots of friends” screaming for him on 
that early September afternoon. But 
Singleton and his teammates needed a 
lot more than the screaming of his 
delegation of rooters in the Los Angeles 
Coliseum as the Bruins ran rougshod 
over the Buffs, rolling up a 56-0 halftime 
lead and coasting to a 56-14 triumph. 

The Bison did better in their second 
game at LSU, losing by only three points. 
That was the game in which Singleton 
broke his hand and was out of action for 
the next six games. Fairbanks intended 
to seek a certain hardship year for 
Singleton which would have given him 
four more years of eligibiity. But the CU 
halfback corps was decimated by late- 
season injuries to Lance Olander and 
Walter Stanley and Fairbanks reluctantly 
had to call on Singleton. 

Derek has a super outlook on life and 


the ability to adjust to situations and 
recalled something in his father’s life 
which helped him accept the loss of a 
year’s eligibility. 

“When Dad was sophomore at UCLA 
and Billy Kilmer was a senior, they were 
pushing Kilmer for All-American. But he 
got hurt one week and Dad started in his 
place,” Derek said. "He had a good 
game but the coaches put him back on 
the bench. The next week UCLA was to 
play Washington and their (Washing- 
ton’s) coaches said they were more 
afraid of my father than they were of 
Kilmer. 

"They changed their defense all 
around because of him, and then he didn’t 
play. My father cried after that game.” 

Derek had a 120-yard game when he 
returned to action at Oklahoma State 
but also lost four fumbles as the Buffs 
were beaten 42-7. Singleton carried the 
ball 25 times, the most for any CU back 
since Fairbanks became coach in 1979. 

The game films showed that two of 
Derek’s four fumbles were primarily the 
responsibility of the quarterback. And 
Singleton did admit he was "mentally 
tired more than physically” carrying the 
ball so much after being out of action six 
weeks. 

But Derek wasn’t any happier about 
the fumbles than the coaches. “I think | 
fumbled only about five times in my 
whole high school career,” he said. 

Singleton followed up with another 
plus-100 game the next week against 
Kansas, getting 109 on 21 carries at 
Boulder. It was the only game, 
incidentally, CU fans got to see him as 
his other four appearances were on the 
road. 

Singleton didn’t get much action in 
the season finale at Kansas State as 
Olander returned to carry the load in his 
final collegiate game. Despite missing 
six games, Singleton wound up as CU’s 
third leading rusher with 285 yards anda 
4.2 average. But his 57 yards per game 
topped the team. 

The CU halfback is confident he can 
be a plus-100-yards man per game if all 
goes well, which it hasn’t for some time 
at CU. "I think every running back, given 
the opportunity, thinks he can go for 100 
yards day in and day out if he gets his 
hands on the ball enough and the blocks 
are there,” he said. "A lot depends on 
the back, but then again, a lot depends 
on the guys up front, too. 


"Any back in America that has ever 
played football and had a 100-yard day 
has to give a lot of respect to his 
linemen. If it isn’t for them, you'll never 
get it.” 

Singleton was quick to add that 100- 
yard days are no good if you're not 
winning. | know how it was on those two 
| had against Oklahoma State and Kansas 
because we got beat pretty good in both 
games and | didn’t enjoy it much.” 

Now about that remark the broken 
hand might have been a blessing in 
disguise for Singleton. He explains it this 
way: “Nothing was going right. We 
weren’t winning. | think everything 
happens for a purpose. It just wasn’t my 
time to perform. | took it in stride. | think 
in the long run | got in enough time to 
learn a lot and then | got a chance to 
evaluate a lot of things from the sideline, 
watching the other guys go out there. | 
tried to pick up the things they -- the 
guys who played my position -- didn’t 
do right, things that might help me some 
in the future.” 

The normally reserved Fairbanks can’t 
say enough about Singleton’s potential. 

"| think he’ll be a real fine running 
back,” he said. “He’s a great attitude 
player, a team attitude player. Very 
unselfish. He’s a 100 per cent practice 
player all the time. He’s had very good 
high school training. He knew how to 
practice every day that he stepped onto 
the practice field. 

"He’s a complete back. Fine runner, 
very fine blocker, very fine pass 
receiver. He has all the parts that you’re 
looking for. He’s above average in speed 
(4.5) and is in high gear right now. Fora 
coach, he allows you to play without 
having to compensate for a 
shortcoming. He’s larger now too. He'll 
play at about 190 pounds this season. 
And it’s all muscle. The only think | hope 
he’ll change is to try to avoid tacklers 
instead of running over them.” 

Singleton has his head screwed on 
right and all of his priorities in order. 
He’s majoring in computer science at 
Colorado. 

“It’s a great field and it’s opening up 
right now. It’s a little tough at times but | 
have alot of people influencing me right 
now and helping me. It’s a good field for 
anybody and in the next 10 years it’s 
going to be great.” 

And so, Colorado followers believe, is 


Singleton. © 
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RANDY ESSINGTON 


NO. PLAYER 


58 Alderson, Dave 
30 Alexander, Greg 
73 Alison, Bruce 
54 Armstrong, Sandy 
42 Beebe, Willie 
68 Berk, Mike 

2 Braun, Allan 
98 Braun, Cleon 
95 Bubak, Mike 
20 Bynum, Ricky 
87 Campbell, Greg 
47 Chrite, Alan 
50 Cone, Martin 
60 Cone, Ray 
33 Curry, Darryl 
26 Davis, Charlie 

8 Davis, Kent 
31 Donaldson, Jeff 
39 Dunn, Pat T. 
37 Eggling, Guy 

16 Essington, Randy 
3 Field, Tom 
23 Foster, Lawayne 
75 Gunter, Roger 

1 Hamilton, Jerry 
84 Harden, Reggie 
55 Hardison, Scott 
96 Harrison, Graham 
69 Hassart, Mark 
86 Hestera, Dave 
83 Hirsch, Mark 
53 Hood, Kevin 
92 Hornung, Stan 
29 Hunter, Derek 
49 Irvin, Terry 

18 James, Vic 
85 Johnson, Brian 

4 Johnson, Kelly 
41 Johnson, Richard 
36 Johnson, Robert 


DEREK SINGLETON 


BOB SEBRO 


GUY THURSTON 


ELLIS WOOD 


RICH UMPHREY 


GREG WILLETT 


COLORADO ROSTER 


Ss 


QB 


CB 


ILB 
NT 


OLB 


OLB 


CB 


wT. 


218 
198 
234 
230 
209 
280 
180 
212 
245 
194 
170 
215 
213 
221 

170 
211 

189 
189 
180 
189 
205 
170 
168 
250 
150 
170 
224 
276 
238 
225 
212 
190 
242 
167 
202 
190 
235 
152 
195 
170 


CLASS HOMETOWN 


So 
Jr 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
So. 
So 
Jr 
So 
Sr 
So. 


So. 


So 
Jr 
So 
Sr 
So 
So 
So 
So 
So 
Jr 
Jr 
Sr 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So 
Sr. 
Jr 
So 
So 
Jr 
Jr 
Jr. 
So 
Sr 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
Jr 


Mankato, MN 
Atlanta, GA 
Arvada, CO 

Los Angeles, CA 
Eureka, CA 

Van Nuys, CA 
Boulder, CO 
Corvallis, OR 
Lanstord, PA 
Miami, FL 
Greenwich, CT 
Detroit, MI 
Edgewater, CO 
Edgewater, CO 
Rancho Cordova, CA 
Tulsa, OK 
Miami, FL 

Fort Collins, CO 
Elkhorn, NB 
Broomfield, CO 
Whittier, CA 
River Falls, WI 
Bellevue, WA 
Pueblo, CO 
Arvada, CO 
Miami, FL 
Pamona, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Battle Ground, WA 
Arvada, CO 
LaJunta, CO 
Lakewood, CO 
Stratton, CO 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Los Angeles, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Englewood, CO 
Carisbad, NM 
Los Angeles, CA 
Tucson, AZ 


NO. PLAYER 


70 Jones, Greg 

93 Jones, Ken 

81 Kentera, Jay 

12 Kingdom, Scott 

66 Krahenbuhi, Doug 

17° Lillo, Larry 
McCarthy, Jim 

82 Maxedon, Dave 

91 Morgan, Mark 

79 Nery, Ron 

99 Nickels, Dave 

15 Parker, Brad 

90 Perry, Pete 

63 Rafferty, Vince 

21 Reed, Dalton 

59 Remington, Mark 

38 Rettig, Tony 

44 Riggins, Clyde 

17 Robinson, Romano 

48 Rouson, Lee 

10 Salvatore, Steve 

22 Scott, Victor 

74 Sebro, Bob 

94 Shoop, Mark 

43 Singleton, Derek 

32 Stanley, Walter 

77 ‘Sylvester, Mike 

72 Thurston, Brant 

62 Thurston, Guy 

14 Trimble, Mark 

51 Umphrey, Rich 

13 Vogel, Steve 

80 Ward, Ricky 

97 Washington, Mark 

88 Willett, Greg 

45 Williams, Mitch 

46 Wood, Ellis 

9 Woods, Art 

Yurkow, Chris 


POS. HT. 
OT 6-6 
HB 5-10 
OLB 5-11 
QB 5-11 
OG 6-1 
ws 6-0 
DE/OLB6-4 
OLB 6-2 
OT 6-5 
OT 6-6 
OG 6-1 
WB 5-11 
DE 6-5 
OG 6-3 
FB 5-10 
ILB 6-2 
ss 5-10 
cB 5-10 
ss 5-10 
HB 6-1 
ss 6-0 
CB 5-11 
OT 6-4 
DE 6-6 
HB 5-11 
WB 5-9 
OT 6-3 
oT 6-5 
OG 6-4 
Ws 6-1 
oc 6-3 
QB 6-4 
SE 5-10 
DE 6-4 
OLB 6-4 
cB 5-10 
WS 6-0 
P 5-6 
OB 6-1 


WT. 


229 
255 
210 
193 
243 
191 
230 
206 
240 
242 
247 
190 
250 
245 
195 
220 
185 
178 
167 
192 
193 
186 
255 
230 
182 
169 
263 
249 
249 
178 
253 
192 
170 
223 
227 
172 
183 
164 
170 


CLASS HOMETOWN 


Sr Littleton, CO 

So Chicago, IL 

So Tempe, AZ 

Sr Plymouth, MN 

Sr DeKalb, IL 

Sr Los Angeles. CA 
Jr Verona, NJ 

Jr San Diego. CA 

So Golden, CA 

So Meridan, ID 

So. Battle Ground, WA 
Jr Mission Viego, CA 
Sr Littleton, CO 

So Longmont, CO 

So Dallas, TX 

Sr Del Norte, CO 

Jr Los Angeles, CA 
So Glen Cove, NY 

So Pacific Palisade, CA 
Fr Greensboro. NC 
Jr Norwood, MA 

So E. St. Louis, MO 
Sr Ontario, CA 

Jr Greeley, CO 

So Santa Monica, CA 


So. Chicago, IL 
So. Aliquippa, PA 


Sr Arvada, CO 

Jr Arvada, CO 

So. Tampa, FL 

Sr Tustin, CA 

So Colorado Springs. CO 
Sr Santa Ana, CA 
So. Compton, CA 
Sr Papillion, NB 
So Chatsworth, CA 
Jr Boulder, CO 

Je Washington, DC 
Jr Philadelphia, PA 
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“Freshman Harvest” 


Better than advertised “: 
Needs support in Colorado \\\\ 
Renewed Texas and California Connectons 


year good, not great. Buff head coach Chuck Fairbanks, in his 

second full year of recruiting since leaving the New England 
Patriots amidst a thunderstorm of bitter feelings, went hard to Texas 
and California and scored big successes. Bug Colorado suffered 
severe losses at home, losing 13 of a possible 15 kids the Buffs tabbed 
as “takes,” 

Fairbanks, of course, scored a big victory in 1980 with a recruiting 
crop recognized as one of the finest in the country. In that year, 
though, Colorado was blanked both in Texas, where it spent bundles 
of time and money, and in California. 

This time, the Buffs brazenly charged back to those two states, send- 
ing, at times, four different coaches (including Fairbanks himself) into 
Los Angeles and Dallas and coming away with armloads of talent. CU 
inked eight players from both Texas and California, plus added two 
more junior college running backs from Los Angeles. 

All tolled, the Buffs gathered 27 players into their fold, not count- 
ing two athletes off the defunct Villanova team -- defensive lineman 
Jim McCarthy and defensive back Chris Yurkow. 

But Fairbanks and his Colorado staff were burned badly in-state, 
where they felt “at least 15” players were strong enough to sign. Of 
those 15, only two, neither of them blue chips, stayed with CU. 
Nebraska rifled the state for two blue chips, Notre Dame came away 
with two, and Missouri took three. 

CU wasn’t helped in-state by a one-year bow! and television ban 
slapped on it by the NCAA during the recruiting rush. And a wave of 
bad press over the past two years has eroded the school’s image con- 
siderably, enough for Colorado high school coaches to be wary of the 
Buff staff. 

“Our in-state recruiting was disappointing,” Fairbanks said. "We 
were interested in the neighborhood of about 15 players. | think four 
or five of those demonstrated the potential to be very fine major col- 
lege players. Maybe as many as 10 others showed the potential to be 
good college players .. . but because of the great amount of negative 
things that surrounded this football program in the past year, they 
didn’t feel this was the right place for them. | regret that.” 

But if skies were gray for the Buffs in their own camp, they brighten- 
ed considerably elsewhere, and Fairbanks was delighted with a group 
that appears strong enough to bolster CU in the skilled positions. 

CU signed three quarterbacks, including much-ballyhooed Dallas 
White signal-caller David Johnson, a 6-4, 200-pound cornerback- 
turned-quarterback who had a phenomenal senior year, throwing 
for 3,117 yards and nine TD's. A standout defensive back, Johnson 
didn’t play QB until that season, but it was enough to impress Fair- 
banks, who compared him favorably with Patriot quarterback Steve 
Grogan. 

If there is a golden goose among Colorado’s recruits, it’s running 
back Ron Brown, who was part of the motherlode CU tapped at 
Pasadena Muir High School. Brown was just one of three Muir pro- 
ducts the Buffs corralled. The coup was pulled off by new CU recruit- 
ing director John Sanders, who turned on a last-minute blitz at Muir, 
and, along with help from Fairbanks, found a payday. 

“| thought he (Sanders) was one of our faculty,” mused Muir coach 
Jim Brownfield, who said the three players made their decision at the 
last moment. "The Colorado staff did a good job recruiting. They 
came in at the end when other schools were out in front. Colorado 
had three, and sometimes four coaches here at once.” 

Brown was one of Southern California’s best running backs, a 6-0, 
175-pound dynamo who totaled more than 2,000 yards rushing and re- 
ceiving as a senior while averaging better than 11 yards acarry. He’sa 
Prep All-American with 9.5 speed in the 100 (4.4 in the 40). Brown was 
not only the team’s MVP, but the league’s. They’re calling him the 
“but all Brownfield can say is”CU gota 
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Buffs’ next “breakaway back,’ 
nugget with him.” 

Brown won't get lonely in Boulder, with linebacker teammate 
Wayne Carroll (6-4, 200) and tight end Shawn Dantzler (6-3, 217) also 
coming. All three of the Muir recruits are 3.0 students. Colorado, a 
school troubled with a high rate of academic failure, nabbed eight 
honor students in its ’81 crew. 

If Johnson is the brightest quarterback hope to emerge from the 
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By RICK REILLY, 
Boulder Camera 


group, then Dallas for Loy Alexander, 6-0 and 175 from Dallas Pinker- 
ton, might as well be his favorite receiver. Tabbed “Quick Six,” 
Alexander caught 75 passes in his final two years, 15 for touchdowns. 
It worked out to an eye-popping 23 yards per catch. His coach calls 
him the best receiver to come of the Dallas area since John 
Jefferson. Alexander runs a 4.6 40. 

Texas was good to Colorado. Ironically, going into the peak re- 
cruiting period, it seemed the Buffs would be hurt there with the 
resignation of linebacker coach Jim Webster, who quit just prior to 
the prime recruiting season. Texas was Webster’s territory, but Fair- 
banks rushed Lanny Julius into the area and Julius was able to harvest 
a very respectable crop. 

Among the Texas signees was Baytown Sterling tight end Olen 
Francis, cousin of another Patriot, Russ Francis. And if Johnson can be- 
come another Grogan, the Buffs are hoping Francis can be as great as 
his relative. At 6-4, 215, he has the size and speed (4.8 in the 40) to 
make a go of it. 

In 1980, the Buffs used three different quarterbacks and none emer- 
ged as the true leader. So in his 1981 recruiting, Fairbanks made sure 
he went after some high school QBs and he got them. Besides 
Johnson, the Buffs snagged two: Cliff Madison (6-1, 185, from Los 
Angeles Crenshaw) and Derek Marshall (6-2, 190, from Novato, 
Calif.). Madison was a high school All-American who completed 62 
percent of his passes for nearly 1,700 yards and 16 TDs. Marshall is 
compared to Atlanta Falcon back-up QB Mike Moroski, another 
Navato grad. Marshall rang up impressive statistics in his senior sea- 
son, completing 22 TD passes and gaining more than 1,500 yards. 
Those three should make the Buffs’ fall quarterback fight a monster. 

Fairbanks personally flew to North Carolina to sign two blue chips, 
one a defensive tackle and the other a defensive back who comes 
highly trumpeted. Brian Lewis, defensive tackle from Greensboro, 
N.C., (Page), prepped two years at Cherry Creek High School in 
Denver and was ready to come home. At 6-3, 235 pounds, Lewis is a 
brute who can move people around. He said "No” to North Carolina 
and Duke to come to Colorado. As for the other player, he’s huming- 
bird-quick LaMarr Landrum, 5-11, 175 pounds, from Winston-Salem 
(Parkland). The Buffs’ secondary could only be described as miser- 
able last season and Landrum could help immediately, although the 
CU staff may also switch him to wingback. An all-state point guard in 
basketball, Landrum may be the purest recruit Colorado found. He 
had 14 interceptions as a senior while doubling as an offensive back, 
where he gained 924 yards. He’ll also be counted on as a return man. 

In Colorado, the Buffs only managed two signees -- quarterback 
Brian Miles out of Pueblo Central. Miles rushed for 1,060 yards as a 
senior and intercepted seven passes doubling as a DB. Impressive 
quickness sold the Buffs on Miles. He runs a 4.4 40. Patrick, large fora 
QB at 6-2 and 207 pounds, may be moved to linebacker. 

Three juco players moved to Colorado, all three running backs -- 
Richard Johnson from Harbor in Los Angeles, Robert Johnson from 
Eastern Arizona in Tucson, and Tony Rettig from West Los Angeles. In 
addition, tight end Dave Hestera, originally from Arvada Pomona 
High School in Colorado, transferred from Wyoming. 

In all, the Buffs strengthened skill positions with what is believed to 
be a solid, if not spectacular, recruiting year. The Buffs took seven 
running backs, three quarterbacks, five receivers, seven linemen, 
and five linebackers. The one weakness the school didn’t fill is defen- 
sive back, even if Landrum is used at that position. The Buffs did get 
help in the backfield, and at linebacker, where only one player has 
starting experience at outside backer and, (gulp) none have experi- 
ence inside. 

Fairbanks said his staff went for "speed and more emphasis on the 
skill areas.” And he added that “skill players, usually backs and re- 
ceivers, contribute faster than others.” 

Colorado is still licking its wounds from the in-state beaing it took, 
but with last year’s 1-10 season starting to fade slightly in memories, 
the NCAA and Big Eight penalties meted out and done with, and the 
school’s financial and academic woes appearing less and less in the 
headlines, the Buffs may be more welcome in hometown Colorado 
living rooms next year. 
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pt Continued from page 57. 
defense overplays. It takes experience 
and patience.” 

Despite the presence of All-America 
candidate Gibler (6-4, 230, 4.6), tight end 
appeared to be a trouble spot going into 
spring drills. Missouri, no longer an 
Arkansas veer team but more nearly a 
San Diego Charger lookalike with its 
pro, pro-slot and double tight end sets, 
needed more than one. 

So how did Beechner make out in his 
spring quest? When spring football 
ended, Beechner was up to here in tight 
ends. Greg Krahl and Tom Anderson, 
No. 2 and 3 going in, wound up 
scrapping to make it as guards. And they 

id. 

Now the depth chart at tight end 
shows: 

--No. 2. Duane Davis, 6-3,225, 4.7 son of 
former Green Bay Packer star Willie 
Davis. As you might expect, Davis can 
block, catch the football and run with it. 
--No. 3, Tony Davis, 6-4, 220, 4.6, from 
Colorado Springs who converted from 
wide receiver and made substantial 
progress. 

--No. 4, Jim Hartung, 6-4, 225, 4.7, from 
House Springs, Mo. who is exceptionally 
hardnosed and proved himself in a 
redshirt year. 

All four are expected to see action in 
Mizzou’s revised offense. 

A discussion of the clouded picture at 

quarterback can’t be postponed. 
Candidates in depth chart order are: 
--Mike Hyde, 6-2, 200, 4.8, St. Louis, who 
was expected to take over in the spring 
after completing 12 of 17 passes for 160 
yards and two TDs in mopping up 
appearances last fall. He has a rifle arm 
but suffers from that contradiction, 
quick feet but slow running. Hyde didn’t 
take over, perhaps because of a toe 
injury suffered before decision time. 
--Forrest Harrell, 5-11, 190, 4.8, of 
Wichita, Kan., who can’t equal--or 
hasn’t equalled--Hyde asa passer butisa 
better runner. 
--Joe Holder, 6-2, 207, 4.7, who 
transferred from Coffeyville (Kan.) JC 
after leading the Red Ravens to the 
national junior college title in 1979. A 
good runner, Holder proved scatter- 
armed in spring drills but Coffeyville 
coach Dick Foster insists, “Holder can 
win for you in the Big Eight.” 

Kerry Holloway, 6-1, 210, 4.7, of Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., is a strong runner anda 
promising passer with a classic by-the- 
ear delivery. He led the jayvees to a 
successful season as a freshman and is 
likely to be redshirted. 

So is Brad Perry, No. 5. The 6-1, 195, 4.7 
sophomore had diamond-in-the-- 
rough qualities that impressed his 


coaches but he also tended to become 
flustered by defensive pressure in the 
spring. 

Powers is not given to talking about 
birds in the bush but he has made it clear 
that outstanding recruits Chris Erickson 
of Kansas City and Warren Seitz of 
Topeka, Kan., will be given a chance 
when they arrive on campus as 
freshmen in August. 

Powers takes exeption to those who 
fault his offensive line by arguing, “We 
have a good No. 1 unit and that’s all we 
started out with a year ago. What we 
need to find is depth.” 

And that takes you back to an August 
day in suburban St. Louis in 1977 when 
the mercury hovered at 104 degrees and 
a man named Elmer Rosen sat in his 
sleek sedan, engine and air conditioner 
running, to watch a high school team 
labor through preseason drills. He was 
shocked and concerned because one of 
those sweat-drenched suckers was his 
grandson. 

Later, at home, he pulled a bill from 
his wallet and tendered it toward the 
freshley scrubbed youngster, saying, 
"Quit that lunacy and you get this.” 

The kid was shaken because it was the 
first $100 bill he’d ever seen. But he 
responded quietly, “No Gramps, | can’t 
take it.” 

That was Brad Edelman, 6-6, 260, 5.0, 
senior center who didn’t lose a battle to 
anybody’s nose guard a year ago and 
who, for that reason, was a unanimous 
selection as All-Big Eight and a Playboy 
choice as preseason All-America in 
April. 

He agrees with Powers’ appraisal 
whole-heartedly. 

"| have all the faith in the world in the 
guys we have now,” said Edelman, who 
missed Missouri’s spring game while 
disporting himself amongst the bunnies 
at Playboy’s announcement party. 
"They've all had to fight for their jobs 
and they’ve earned them. Of course, 
with the line calls and the timing, we still 
have lots to put together next fall. 

The interior linemen Powers 
mentioned were mostly blooded a year 
ago. Andy Ekern, 6-6, 240, 5.1, of 
Mexico, Mo., was kept busy as the No. 1 
substitute at both tackles. Conrad 
Goode, 6-7, 245, 5.0, had an outstanding 
freshman year at tackle, although he 
didn’t start. Guards John Mills (6-1, 230, 
4.9), Tom Hornof (6-5, 240, 4.9) and 
Bernard Laster (6-3, 240, 4.9) saw plenty 
of action in relief of the senior starters. 

So what do you do about Chuck 
Crumbacher (6-7, 265, 4.8), a candidate 
at tackle from Alton, III. Or Jim Kulich, 
(6-5, 255, 5.0) of Berwyn, Ill., who is 
expected to make his presence felt. 

Crumbacher, a 1980 redshirt, has 


never played a down for Missouri. But 
ask Big George Wheeler, who coaches 
Missouri defensive linemen, about him. 

“Nobody blocked us consistently all 
year,” said Wheeler. “No opponent, that 
is. But Crumbacher did on the scout 
team. | finally said, "Chuck, why is it that 
you try and get me fired every day? I’m 
the guy who recruited you, 
remember’?” 

But that leads you back to birds in the 
bush. Crumbacher (pituitary surgery); 
Hornoff (back surgery) and Kulich 
(grades) were not on hand for spring 
drills. 

Powers, however, is confident they 
will be there in the fall. Hornof and 
Crumbacher actually were cleared for 
play in the spring game, but were not 
permitted to suit up. 

The Tigers, despite the loss of both 
starting wideouts--Ken Blair and Ron 
Fellows--have a strong corps of 
receivers. There is tight end Gibler, of 
course, with 26 catches in what was 
considered an off year for him in 1980. 
But the most dangerous is Craig White, 
6-2, 180, 4.5, of Lawrence, Kan. The 
sophomore split end has a great ball 
sense and was named the outstanding 
offensive lineman of the spring game 
after a series of tumbling, circus catches. 

The aforementioned constructive 
critics who predict an off year for the 
Tigers are refuted by a loyal minority of 
experts close to the Missouri scene who 
see light at the end of the tunnel for the 
graduation-riddled squad. They argue: 
(1) The defense is still experienced and 
will be bigger, faster and better than the 
one that was 18th best in the nation in 
total defense and 22nd best in defense 
against scoring a year ago, and 
(2) The watered down Missouri 
schedule will enable the Tigers to build 
momentum and acquire the needed 
game experience before colliding with 
the Big Eight portion of their schedule. 

Indeed, defensive coordinaor Carl 
Reese was the smiling occupant of the 
catbird’s seat during a spring in which 
the defense literally ate the offense alive 
on most afternoons. So you ask how can 
this be possible, considering the loss of 
three key performers from secondary 
and three standout defensive ends? 

"We would be lunatics if we said we 
won’t miss Bill Whitaker, Eric Wright 
(All-Big Eight selections and 1-2 in the 
Big Eight interceptions derby) and 
Johnny Poe,” said Zaven Yaralian who 
coaches the defensive secondary. "But, 
we’re not looking at any disaster. We 
can start four players with experience 
who are pretty darn good. And we’ve 
got a couple of kids who haven’t played 
much who both have a 4.5 speed and are 
really pushing.” 


Kevin (Red) Potter (5-10, 183, 4.5, St. 
Louis) has been the starting strong safety 
since he was a freshman. He is murder 
on the safety blitz and an enthusiastic 
tackler anywhere on the field. But said 
Yaralian, “what he has to work on nowis 
finding the ball a little better and 
positioning himself so that he can 
intercept. We like the way he meets the 
run but we want him a little more pass 
conscious.” 

Steve Crapo (5-10, 185, 4.7) was No. 1 
backfield utility man in 1979 but 
accepted redshirt status in 1980. Now he 
lists as No. 1 right corner and in the 
spring pushed Potter at strong safety, 
too. 

Demetrious Johnson (6-0, 180, 4.7, St. 
Louis) is the left corner who was 
thoroughly blooded in 1980 and about 
whom Yaralian said, ”He’s notso fast but 
he really likes to hit and he’s smart.” 
Johnson is also a ball hawk. 

Raymond Hariston (6-2, 185, 4.6, 
Springfield, Mo.) backed up Poe at free 
safety the last two seasons and really 
took over in the spring. But there is no- 
body behind him and Yaralin hopes a 
freshman can do the job. 

Players who make Yaralian’s dark eyes 
snap with anticipation are Jeff Smith (6- 
0, 180, 4.4, Kansas City), Duncan 
Hoffman (5-10, 180, 4.6, St. Louis) and 
Leo Pelek (5-11, 180, 4.7, Granite City, 
lll.), previously active on the specialty 
teams. 

Smith and Hoffman are backup 
corners pushing hard and Smith is the 
No. 2 punt returner behind Shorthose. 
Pelek is Potter’s relief at strong safety 
when Crapo must play corner. 

Missouri’s linebackers will again be 
small and quick but as Reese pointed 
out, “Last year, we only had one with 
experience (All-Big Eight Lester Dickey). 
This fall, we’ll have three.” 

He meant returning starter Van 
Darkow (6-1, 205, 4.9, Columbia, Mo.), 
Ken Harlan (6-2, 205, 4.6, Colorado 
Springs) and Dave McNeel (6-2, 210, 4.9, 
Greenfield, Mo.). Actually, there is a 
fourth. Tom Suntrup (6-3, 220, 5.0, St. 
Louis) started as a freshman for 
Oklahoma but transferred to Missouri 
after 1977 after serious knee surgery. 
Only this spring did he appear to regain 
full agility and he seemed to have better 
speed than his 40-yard clocking 
indicated. 

Wheeler’s interior line is Missouri’s 
clearest strength. Big George is so deep 
in tackles that 1980 starters Bennie Smith 
(an All-Big Eight candidate) and Randy 
Jostes will be asked to accept redshirt 
seasons. 

This is not because they lost their 
starting jobs in the spring (which they 
did) but more nearly because the 


players who are pressing them (Rod 
Skillman, James Lockette, Elijah 
Blackwell and Jeff Gaylord) have already 
been redshirted and cannot sit out 
another season. 

Then at noseguard, 1980 starters 
Jerome Sally (6-3, 255, 4.8, Maywood, 
Ill.) and Tom Woodland (6-1, 245, 4.8, St. 
Louis) return. Woodland, who won and 
lost the starting job in 1980 competition 
with Sally, emerged from the spring with 
the position temporarily, at least, in his 
grasp. 

Wendell Ray was rated with the 
greatest ends ever to play at Missouri 
but sophomore Taft Sales (6-2, 205, 4.8, 
Kansas City) is potentially better, his 
coaches say. Ray Stephens and Tony 
Green proved they could play with 
anybody before laying aside the black 
and gold but Steve Hirlinger (6-2, 200, 
4.8, Moberley, Mo.), Kendall Ponder (6- 
2, 205, 4.8, Iberia, Mo.), lvan McGhee (6- 
2, 207, 4.6, St. Louis) and Bobby Bell (6-2, 
205, 4.6, Lee’s Summit, Mo.) will do just 
as well, say the coaches. Yes, Bell is the 
son of former Minnesota All-America 
Bobby Bell who later starred in the NFL 
for the Kansas City Chiefs. 

“We may have good quarterbacks, but 
the pass rush was so great and the 
defensive pressure so strong that none 
of them were able to prove it,” said 
Yaralian of a spring tribute to the ends. 

Wheeler, meanwhile, became tough 
to live with. Not only were his defensive 
linemen superb but he was coach of the 
Black team that posted a 16-7 victory in 
the spring game. How could the Blacks 
lose? 

Certainly not after Wheeler rode onto 
the field on what was either a large 
Dalmation or a small Appaloosa, 
George’s bulk being such that the 
overburdened animal was obscured and 
not clearly identified. 

And what of the schedule that 
presents Rice instead of Penn State and 
features Louisville in the slot where 
previou Mizzou teams faced Ohio State, 
Alabama or Southern California? 

Missouri coaches are careful not to 
downgrade Army, Rice or Louisville, the 
first three opponents, and certainly they 
respect Mississippi State, a team that has 
many returning stars who remember 
upsetting Alabama last year. 

Even so, with any kind of luck, the 
Tigers could be off to a 4-1 start this fall 
without upsetting anyone before 
encountering the meat of the Big Eight 
season in the person of lowa State at 
Ames, Oct. 17. And Missouri has seven 
home games. 

Missouri coaches call future 
schedules “realistic” although purists 
point to tradition and shout, “tilt.” 
Instead of national powers, the Tigers 


will face East Carolina, Utah State and 
Colorado State. 

"People don’t remember that you 
beat Alabama, Ohio State or Southern 
California in September if you have a 
poor record in November,” pointed out 


ahletic director Dave Hart. “What 
counts is if you finish the season 8-3, 9-2 
or 10-1.” The unknown factor: Will 
Missouri fans continue to turn up 75,000 
strong against the Louisvilles, East 
Carolina’s, and Colorado States, even if 
great records are forthcoming. 

But what’s the bottom line for the 1981 
Tigers: Said Yaralian: “Writers look at 
graduation losses and returning experi- 
ence and that is what! would do if! were 
an observer trying to predict the Big 
Eight finish. But what they don’t see in 
ranking us in the second division is the 
terrific competition we’ve had at all posi- 
tions in the spring. If the defense can 
carry us until we can move the football 
with confidence, we can be fine.” 

Said Wheeler: “What we really are is 
close knit. We have no names. No 
superstars. It’s a family grouping in 
which every member of the squad is 
trying to prove himself and, at the same 
time, trying to improve his opposite. 
This was the ninth year of spring football 
for me and it was, by far, the most 
competitive. 

“If it reminds me of anything, it 
reminds me of coaching with Lou Holtz 
his first year at Arkansas. We had no 
names, no superstars. They picked us 
sixth. But we went 10-1.” 

For Powers, it is THE year. For one 
thing, he will no longer be playing with 
talent assembled by former Coach Al 
Onofrio. Aside from the redshirt seniors 
still on hand, Powers and staff recruited 
everybody. Secondly, for the first time 
since he came to Missouri, his team is 
rated nearer the bottom of the 
conference than the top. A good finish 
could bring him coach of the year 
honors. 


He has not been oblivious to the fact 
that Missouri’s failure to move the ball 
on the ground consistently or to force 
the enemy out of stacked defense by 
passing has cost him big games the last 
couple of years. Penn State, Oklahoma, 
Nebraska and Purdue were monuments 
to this failure in 1980. 

Powers helped the defense also by 
installing a 4-3 along with his basic 50 
and its eagle variations. 

“Il suppose you can say it will be the 
greenest team | have ever put on the 
field as a head coach,” admitted Powers. 
“But I’d rather have this team than the 
one | found here when | came in 1978. 
We're bigger, faster, more physical and 
overall deeper than that one. | expect us 
to do well.” C$) 


NO. PLAYER 


73 Alpough, Dave 
64 Anderson, Tom 
79 Avery, Ron 
96 Bell, Bobby 
50 Blackburn, Dave 
53 Blackwell, Eli 
80 Brown, Neil 
54 Bruns, Tony 
43 Bruns, Walter 
9 Carruthers, Anthony 
35 Carruthers, Tom 
82 Caver, James 
3 Caver, Jerome 
13 Crapo, Steve 
14 Cross, Kip 
75 Crumbacher, Chuck 
66 Curry, Robert 
48 Darkow, Van 
86 Davis, Duane 
88 Davis, Tony 
4 Doby, Ricky 
70 Downey, Denis 
55 Edelman, Brad 
78 Ekern, Andy 
15 Erickson, Chris 
79 Evans, Craig 
25 Fletcher, Keith 
61 Gaylord, Jeff 
83 Gibler, Andy 
76 Goode, Conrad 
58 Green, Stan 
53 Greenfield, Phil 
6 Hairston, Raymond 
52 Hamby, Kip 
41 Harlan, Ken 
12 Harrell, Forrest 
81 Hartung, Jim 
85 Hemsley, Bob 
84 Hill, Andy 
22 Hill, Terry 
93 Hirlinger, Steve 
27 Hoffman, Duncan 
7 Holder, Joe 
11. Holloway, Kerry 
68 Hornof, Tom 
16 Hyde, Mike 
63 Jeffrey, Jerry 
71 Jennings, Tony 
29 Johnson, Demetrious 
99 Jostes, Randy 
39 Judd, Ken 
66 Kearney, Tim 
2 Kindred, Bob 
71 Klohman, Rick 
72 Kniptash, Dave 
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OT/OT 
WR 
RB 
FL 
CB 
CB 
ss 
DT 
NG 
LB 
TE 
TE 
WR 
OT 
Cc 
OT 
QB 
OT 
CB 
OT 
TE 
OT 
DE 
Cc 
Ss 
Cc 
LB 
QB 
Tic 
SE 
SE 
FB 
DE 
FS 
QB 
QB 
OG 
QB 
OG 
OG 
CB 
DT 
DE 
OT 
WR 
OT/DT 
OT/DT 


6-1 
5-9 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-0 
6-5 
6-2 
6-4 
6-3 
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CLASS HOMETOWN 


Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 


So. 


Fr 
Fr 


So. 


Jr 
So. 
Sr 
Fr 
Jr 
So 
Sr 
Jr 
So 
Fr 
Jr 
Sr 
So. 
Fr 
So 
Jr 
Sr. 
Jr 


So. 


Jr. 
Fr. 
Jr 


So. 


Sr 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr 
So 
Sr 
Jr 

Jr 

So 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr 
Jr 
Jr 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 


Kansas City, MO 

St. Louis, MO 

St. Louis, MO 

Lee’s Summit, MO 
Columbia, MO 

St. Louis, MO 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Danville, IL 

St. Clair, MO 

Bronx, NY 

Joliet, IL 
Waynesville, MO 
Waynesville, MO 
Laguna Niquel, CA 
Edwardsville, IL 
Alton, IL 

Arlington, TX 
Columbia, MO 
Rancho Palos Verde, CA 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Waukegan, IL 
Stewartsville, MO 
Maryland Heights, MO 
Mexico, MO 

Kansas City, MO 
Lebanon, MO 
California, MO 
Overland Park, KS 
Grandview, MO 
Chesterfield, MO 
Jefferson City, MO 
St. Louis, MO 
Springfield, MO 
Cape Girardeau, MO 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Houston, TX 

House Springs, MO 
Washington, D.C 
Trenton, MO 

East St. Louis, IL 
Moberly, MO 

St. Louis, MO 
Kansas City, MO 
Cape Girardeau, MO 
Creve Coeur, MO 

St. Louis, MO 
Moberly, MO 
Stanberry, MO 

St. Louis, MO 
Omaha, NE 

St. Louis, MO 

Rolla. MO 

Morton, IL 

Ballwin, MO 
Chesterfield, MO 


NO. PLAYER 


60 Krahl, Greg 

77 ~Kulich, Jim 
67 Laster, Bernard 
30 Little, Scott 
98 Lockette, James 
74 Lockwood, Dal 

1 Lucchesi, Bob 
70 McDowell, Steve 
91 McGhee, Ivan 
94 McNeel, Dave 
36 Mack Tracey 
38 Macoubrie, Dave 
32 Malvern, Glenn 
19 Matichak, Terry 
20 Meyer, Bobby 
62 Milla, John 
31 Miller, Mickey 
10 Opel, Brad 
28 Pelek, Leo 
65 Penny, Mike 

5 Perry, Brad 
97 Ponder, Kendall 
18 Potter, Kevin 
24 Richards, Mike 
57 Roweton, Kendall 
77 Runyan, Steve 
95 Sales, Taft 
56 Sally, Jerome 
26 Scott, James 

8 Seitz, Warren 
65 Sheldon, Dennis 
73 Shockley, Scott 
46 Shorthose, George 
90 Sims, Eric 
51 Skillman, Rod 
92 Smith, Bennie 
23 Smith, Jeff 
40 Snowden, Wallace 
63 Stachovic, Bill 
57 Stephenson, Lee 
33 Stinson, Tom 
49 Suntrup, Tom 
69 Svezia, Joe 
85 Thetford, Pat 
17. Thomas, Curtland 
47 Totsch, Bob 
89 Wagner, Lee 
45 White, Bill 
87 White, Craig 
33 Weinrich, Curt 
43 Weiss, Rex 
21 Wilson, Darryl 
34 Wilson, Jay 
59 Woodland, Tom 


TERRY HILL 


POS. 


OT/DT 


OT/DT 


OT/DT 


OT/DT 


OT/DT 


VAN DARKOW 


ROSTER 


CLASS HOMETOWN 
So St. Louis, MO 


Jr Berwyn, IL 

So. Marshall, MO 

Fr Scott City, MO 

Jr St. Louis, MO 

Fr Colorado Springs, CO 
Jr Colorado Springs, MO 
So Friendswood, TX 

Jr University City, MO 
Sr Greenfield, MO 

So Rock Hill, MO 

Jr. Chillicothe, MO 

Fr. Manchester, MO 

So. Joliet, IL 

Sr Florissant, MO 

Sr St, Louis, MO 

Fr Kansas City, MO 

Fr Edwardsville, IL 

Jr Granite City, IL 

Fr St. Charles, IL 

So Trenton, MO 

Jr Iberia, MO 

Jr St. Louis, MO 

Jr Jacksonville, IL 

Jr Bolivar, MO 

Fr Colorado Springs, MO. 
So. Kansas City, MO 

Sr Maywood, IL 

Jr Rochester, NY 

Fr Topeka, KS 

So. Arlington, TX 


So St. Peters, MO 
So Jefferson City, MO 


Fr Maywood, IL 

Jr Dalton, MO 

Sr East St. Louis, IL 
So Kansas City, KS 
So Hot Springs, AR 
Fr LaPorte, IN 

Jr Mission Valley, KS 
Fr Morton, IL 

Sr St. Louis, MO 

Fr St. Louis, MO 

Fr Kansas City, MO 
So. St. Louis, MO 

Fr Belleville, IL 

Sr Wilmette, IL 

Sr Rock Hill, MO 
So Lawrence, KS 


So Kansas City, MO 
So. St. James, MO 


Fr Chicago, IL 
So. Decatur, IL 
Sr St. Louis, MO 


ee 
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Pn RB, 
ANDY GIBLER Conrad Goode Bernard Laster BRAD EDELMAN 
(6-4, 230, Jt) (6-7, 245, So) (6-3, 240, So) (6-6, 253, Jr) 
Duane Davis Scott Shockley Jerry Jeffrey Tony Bruns 
(6-3, 225, Jr) (6-5, 255, So) (6-2, 235, So) (6-1, 225, So) 


i) 


Tom Woodland 


(6-2, 205, So) (6-2, 253, Jr) (6-1, 245, Sr) 
Ivan McGhee RANDY JOSTES JEROME SALLY 
(6-2, 207, Jr) (6-5, 255, Jr) (6-3, 253, Sr) 


VAN DARKOW 
(6-1, 205, Sr) 
Dave McNeel 
(6-2, 210, Sr) 


fm 


: 


Demetrious Johnson 
(6-0, 180, Jr) 
Jeff Smith 
(6-0, 180, So) 


«(KEVIN POTTER 
ws (5-10, 183, Jr) 


Steve Crapo 
(5-10, 185, Sr) 


DEPTH 


Forrest Harrell 
(5-11, 190, So) 


Bobby Meyer 
(5-10, 195, Sr) 


Tracey Mack 
(6-0, 205, So) 
TERRY HILL 
(5-8, 179, Sr) 
George Shorthose 
(6-0, 200, So) 
Curtland Thomas 
(5-11, 185, So) 
James Caver 
Mike Hyde (5-11, 170, Jr) 
(6-2, 200, Jr) 


John Milla Andy Ekern 


Andy Hill 
(6-1, 225, Sr) (6-6, 248, So) (5-9, 165, So) 
Tom Hornof Denis Downey Craig White 
(5-9, 180, Jr) (6-6, 253, Jr) (6-2, 187, So) 


% 


Jeff Gaylord 


(6-3, 230, Sr) (6-2, 205, Jr) 
BENNIE SMITH Steve Hirlinger 
(6-3, 250, Sr) (6-2, 200, Jr) 


Ken Harlan 
(6-2, 205, Sr) 
Rex Weiss 
(6-1, 208, So) 


Steve Crapo 
(5-10, 185, Sr) 
Duncan Hoffman 
(5-10, 188, Jr) 


Raymond Hariston 
(6-3, 188, Jr) 
Duncan Hoffman 
(5-10, 188, Jr) 


me 


CHART 


(CAPS indicate returning starters) 
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$100 FOR THIS 


By JIM BAER, St. Louis Suburban News 
1m = es 
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RANT TEAFF, COACH AT Baylor 
Give doesn’t know much 

about Missouri center Brad 
Edelman. But if he did, he’d be bursting 
wth pride over the Tiger lineman. Teaff, 
mind you, is the kind of coach who can 
motivate an athlete. That’s if the athlete 
has all the right qualities. 


Edelman, unlike the majority of 
modern athletes, is goal oriented. His 
goals are simple, direct, believable, and 
reachable. 


As Teaff says: “Most of our freshmen 
come here, and when | ask ’em what 
they want to become, they respond by 
saying they want to be All-Americans. 


That’s not the realistic first step for a 
youngster playing the game with the big 
boys. At the collegiate level, E-V-E-R-Y- 
B-O-D-Y has talent. Guys who could 
turn a corner as a prep with a 4.6, 40 are 
struggling for a yard or two now. 
Linemen at 220 pounds are looking 
down the barrel of a 280-pounder’s 
breach. Just like Edelman says, around 
here (at Missouri) you move up the 
ladder, one rung at a time.” 
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So when Edelman hit the Columbia, 
Mo. campus in 1978 and wished solely to 
make the travel squad, he was reaching 
for a realistic goal. 

Edelman’s always been goal 
oriented. When he was in grade school, 
all he wanted to do was play little league 
baseball. In junior high he wanted to 
play football, but he was too big for the 
other youngsters his age and he was 
forced to sit out. 

By the time he reached high school, 
his goals were to be a contributor at 
Parkway North High in St. Louis. 

Now let’s go back to Parkway North, 
to one of those dusty-hot-dog-days of 
August, 1977. Edelman and his 
teammates were toiling under a broiling 
late summer sun. The kind of day when 
Gatoraid hardly quenches the thirst. 
Each drill produces a cloud of dust that 
coats the players from helmet to laces. 

One person wasn’t a bit happy. That 
was Brad’s grandfather. He was passing 
by school, enroute to the Edelman 
house for dinner. When he saw the boys 
sweating to their socks, he shook his 
head and waited for Brad to arrive 


ALL AMERICAN CENTER 


home. He offered his grandson $100 on 
the spot if he’d quit football. 

Five years later, Edelman is about to 
embark on the biggest year yet of his 
career; his senior season at Mizzou. 

It is a long way from third team All 
Conference to first team All America, 
but already, the six-foot-six, 255 
pounder has traveled that route. 

"My goals have always been the 
same,” claims the unassuming senior. “I 
want to help Missouri get to the Orange 
Bowl. | want to light a spark of 
enthusiasm with this team. | don’t care 
that much about the Senior Bowl or 
other post-season play. | just want to be 
in the best shape | can be in.” 

Not unlike his freshman goal of 
traveling or his sophomore goal of 
contributing, it was in his sophomore 
year that he moved ahead of older 
teammates Jeff Stokowski and Fred 
Leiding to replace Pete Allard as 
Missouri’s center. 

Since that time, he’s been firmly 
entrenched although he missed one 
game and parts of two others with a 
severe ankle injury last fall. Today, 
Edelman runs a 4.9, 40 and boasts a 26- 
inch vertical leap. Not bad for a player 
his size. 

Edelman’s left a lot of his sweat on that 
practice turf at Missouri and in the 
weight training rooms. He’s helped 
weight boss Dave Redding to inspire 
younger less-developed athletes to shift 
forward their interests. 

Warren Powers is glad he recruited 
Edelman away from Kansas, 
Northwestern, Nebraska and others. 

"He’s a block of granite, he’s very 
durable,” explains Powers. "He gives our 
offense a lot of stability. You know, 
between Brad and Phil Bradley (the 
quarterback), they didn’t mishandle the 
ball once during the entire season.” 
Consistency is one of Edelman’s strong 
suits. 

Making grades is another one. He isa 
student in the school of education, 
combining a degree in both public 
relations and advertising. Now that 
sounds like a curriculum for the 
journalism school. 

"1 take a lot of journalism courses, but 
| don’t want to be tied down toa desk all 
day,” says Edelman, talking about his 
academic side. “I take courses in 
advanced philosophy, marketing, 
management, and distributive 
education. I’m working in the area of 
education and merchandising.” Last 
semester, he achieved a 3.6 average (on 


a 4.0 scale), bringing his overall accume 
to about an even 3.0. That’s another one 
of his goals--to finish up over the 3.0 
mark. 

Should he go professional, he can 
maintain his position at center, or move 
back to his natural position as an 
offensive tackle. 

"He may be a little too tall to play 
center in the pro’s,” reports Joel 
Buchabaum, expert analyst for Pro 
Football Weekly. “You know those 
noseguards he will be up against are 6-1 
and they could get under him.” 
However, Buchabaum almost 
guarantees that Edelman will be a first 
round selection in the 1982 professional 
talent draft. 

"He only needs to improve his 
quickness and flexibility,” claims 
Buchabam from New York. “He’s 
strong . . . he’s intense . . . he’s 
coachable, and at times last year, he 
graded out higher than Missouri All- 
America tackle Howard Richards,” he 
says. 

About all Edelman needs to do to 
assure himself a berth in the NFL is to 
develop some deep-snapping skills. 
Teams don’t like to carry an extra player, 
just to do that. 

Last year, he earned first team All 
Conference honors on both the AP and 
the UPI teams. “Sure, I’d love to play pro 
ball, that’s if the opportunity comes 
along. That’s a tangible goal to shoot for. 
But | have an obligation to this team 
(Missouri). | hope to make 90-95 percent 
of my blocks. | hope | can do plenty to 
help this team win.” 

He’s making it clear that all star games 
and the pro draft can take care of 
themselves. 

Now, he’s deemed a pre-season, All- 
American by Football Weekly. Missouri 
is working hard to win him the 
recognition of other services including 
all the national wires. He’s a strong 
candidate for Playboy Magazine’s All- 
American team. 

He takes his recognition in stride. 
He’d rather talk about team goals than 
individual honors. He’d rather lead, 
spark a team and give direction than 
follow. He’s nearly a sure bet to be 
named a Tiger captain by his teammates 
this fall. 

He’s rather amazed to see his name 
projected up in the klieg lights with 
Herschel Walker, George Rogers and 
other dazzling NCAA stars. 

Amazed or not, he was in Phoenix last 
May to take part in the Fiesta Bowl Drug 
Rehabilitative Education program with 
some of the brightest stars in the NCAA 
sports galaxy. Ten athletes were 
summoned to Phoenix to help promote 


a drug education program. They were: 


there to tape television commercials. In 
addition to Edelman, the ranks included 
basketball stars Sam Bowie, Rod Foster 


and Ralph Sampson--football notables 
Herschel Walker, Anthony Carter of 
Michigan, Notre Dame’s Bob Crable, 
John Elway of Stanford, Jim McMahon 
from Brigham Young, Ken Sims of Texas, 
and Ron Starks of Florida State. 

One person, favorably impressed 
while at Columbia has been Missouri’s 
long-time recruiting coordinator Clay 
Cooper. Cooper has been assessing 
talent since the Don Faurot era of the 
”40’s at Missouri. 

“Most pro scouts say (Brad) Edelman is 
the premier center in the country. They 
just kinda’ drool over him, watching him 
improve,” says Cooper. Edelman has 
drawn the respect of opposing Big 8 
coaches. 

Jimmy Johnson of Oklahoma State 
says the action begins from the center 
spot on the offensive line. “That (Brad) 
Edelman is a dominating center. It’s not 
hard to pick out one as good as him,” 
says the Oklahoma State coach. “I think 
he’s a fine player,” claims Kansas State 
Coach Jim Dickey. “| know offensive 
players don’t get the recognition they 
deserve. You never notice offensive 
linemen until you realize you’re not 
moving the ball. | know coaches, all 
around the league think he’s really a fine 
player.” 

Four years ago the Missouri staff was 
attracted to Edelman, notso much by his 
football honors, as by his overall athletic 
abilities. He was recruited by Powers just 
days after the former Washington State 
coach arrived in Columbia. Powers 
watched Edelman play basketball, and 
his court dexterity had the coach 
sufficiently impressed. 

"We recruit height and speed. We try 
and develop our linemen as much as we 
can,” says Powers. “And I’m the one who 
developed him.” John Faiman, offensive 
coordinator had a hand with his 


development of technique and 


fundamentals. 

"You know, it’s ironic that I’m at 
Mizzou,” says the towering lineman. “I 
almost picked Kansas when the signing 
date came along. I’ve never been one to 
watch sports on television too much. | 
guess | was just a restless youngster. I’d 
rather go outside and play than sit inside 
and watch television. | didn’t know that 
much about Missouri.” 

Four years ago, he visited the 
campuses at Northwestern, Minnesota, 
Colorado, Tulsa, Kansas as well as 
Missouri. | finally realized | didn’t have 
to goa thousand miles from home to get 
a good education and get the chance to 
play football.” 

Most of the recruiting insight was lost 
in the critical stretch between the 
Thanksgiving firing of Al Onofrio and 
the Christmas hiring of Warren Powers. 
Surprisingly, when Edelman broke the 
starting lineup, it wasn’t as tough as he 
had perceived. 


"My first game | started was my 
sophomore year against San Diego 
State. | was mentally prepared. Once we 
got playing, | realized that practicing 
against our defense was tougher than 
theirs.” The first season, Edelman 
teamed on the line with All-America 
tackle Howard Richards, plus tackle 
Dave Guender; Stan Lechner and Mark 
Jones at the guards. Edelman was 
honorable mention, All-Conference his 
sophomore season. 

Graduation reshaped last year’s line. 
The changes included replacing 
Guender and Jones with Wayne 
Washington and Kevin Sadler. “At 
Missouri, we compete hard for starting 
positions. There are guys just crawling to 
take away your job. | never compare 
myself to other athletes,” says Edelman, 
“except when I’m competing for a 
position.” 

Edelman explains the nuances of the 
Tiger’s offensive line scheme. ”We don’t 
blast block that much in the Veer. We 
emphasize technique, skill and foot 
movement more. We cut off the 
linebackers and double team 
noseguards. Finesse often means getting 
the job done simply by getting in the 
way of say, linebackers in the flow.” 

Edelman says the toughest linemen 
he’s faced were Laval Short and Reuben 
Vaughan of Colorado, and Kerry 
Winemaster of Nebraska. 

Edelman enjoys playing for the 
Missouri coaching staff. “(Warren) 
Powers is an honorable--personable 
guy, | really respect him,” says the senior 
lineman. “You know, things have 
changed at Missouri. At first, we had a 
bunch of young coaches who were too 
fired up. They’ve made some changes, 
and | like them. We always dwell on the 
positive here. We just don’t have room 
for negative thinkers.” 

The Tigers try to make things happen 
during weight training in the off-season. 
Powers says it takes a dedicated effort at 
that time to set the right mental 
framework for the fall. 

While most seniors are pre-occupied 
with the pro draft, Edelman’s thinking 
about opening day. While most players 
are concentrating on honors and 
recognition, Edelman’s placing special 
emphasis on team effort. Some want a 
trophy, he wants to execute his blocks. 

"Our football team is an internal 
combustion machine, we just need to 
get hyped up to get going,” claims the 
senior lineman. 

Grant Teaff may enjoy his attitude, but 
he plays for Warren Powers and the 
Missouri fans couldn’t be happier. 

And oh, about his grandpa. He makes 
all the games . . . he attends all the St. 
Louis Quarterback Club meetings. He’s 
anxious to go to another bowl game. 
That $100 offer; that’s been long 
withdrawn. 


“Freshman Harvest” 


Tigers make it 


a three-ring Circus 


By JIM BAER, St. Louis Suburban News 


don’t want? They don’t want to see Missouri football 

I succeed. Missouri's been recognized as a sleeping 
giant. Too much change; the giant will roar ferociously. 
Warren Powers thinks some of his opponents are obsessed. 

"That’s the way Nebraska is,” says Powers flatly. “They just 
don’t want to see Missouri move ahead of them.” 

Ditto that for Oklahoma. There are several conference 
members with State attached as a surname that aren’t going 
anywhere. Now with Colorado’s problems, should Missouri 
succeed, the conference power base shifts. 

Besides, what’d you expect from Powers when he arrived 
30 days before the signing date four years ago? Do you think 
Woody Hayes, Joe Paterno or Bear Bryant were recruiting 
giants at first? 

All Powers promised Mizzou was hard effort and a chance 
to stabilize a recognized program. 

That he’s done. Each recruiting effort has gotten better. 
This one is better than the last, and far better than the first. 
Measure it by the schools that jockeyed for his talent. 

For example, look at Anthony Carruthers, the brilliant 6-1, 
178 pound (4.5) wide receiver from DeWitt Clinton in the 
Bronx. Carruthers, actually is a product of Whitney Young 
H.S. in Chicago. He earned All-State honors as a junior, he 
reached age 19 and lost his eligibility as a senior. So he 
uprooted and ran track for the prestigious Pioneer Track Club 
of New York City. 

Michigan had a spot reserved for Carruthers, so too did 
UCLA, and Michigan State. Carruthers earned that attention. 
As a high schooler, he caught 24 passes for 590 yards in his 
junior season, he scored 16 TD’s, played defensive back, 
returned punts and kickoffs, and was the punter and kicker. 

Not impressed? Try Rick Doby, a 6-1, 163 pound jet from 
Waukegan, III. Doby, a wishbone halfback rushed for 693 
yards on 93 carries, averaging 32 yards on kickoff returns, 20.4 
yards on punt returns and has a 38-inch vertical jump and 4.4 
speed. The competing schools: Michigan, Purdue, 
Wisconsin, Auburn and Missouri. 

The Tigers needed someone to heave the pigskin. Their 
quatietnach signing tandem caught some Big Eight observers 
flat-footed. They landed two super-stars. First is All-America 
Warren Seitz, a 6-412, 200 pounder from Topeka (West) Kan., 
and Chris Erickson, a strong-armed 6-2, 200 pounder (4.6) 
from Kansas City Park Hill. Will Missouri go airborne--to rival 
Stanford as the airforce of the Midwest? 

"We will throw the balla lot,” calculated Powers, “We won't 
be strictly a running team a.k.a. Oklahoma, you will see us 
strive for more balance with a strong emphasis on passing.” 

All told, Missouri netted four All-Americas; seven Big-Eight 
Magazine stars; and 22 All-Staters. A number of those signed 
reached Silver Chip recognition with Blue Chip publications. 
The Silver Chippers include: Seitz and Erickson, Carruthers 
and Doby, plus All-America tackle David Kniptash (6-5, 235 
from St. Louis Parkway West); Joe Svezia, a spirited 6-3, 245 
pound noseguard from St. Louis (Lindbergh); Ron Avery, a 6- 
3, 240 pound defensive tackle from St. Louis (Central) who 
also earned All-America recognition; and Tim Kearney, a 6-4, 
230 pound tackle from Rolla, Mo. 

In addition, the Tigers picked up Wallace Snowden, a 
transfer from U.S. Air Force Academy Prep (formerly of Hot 
Springs, Ark.) who at 5-10, 190 was a Carnation High School 
All-America in 1979. 

Kniptash is the darling of the linemen. Nebraska made a 
special effort, along with Arizona, Michigan, and Stanford. 
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Ye KNOW WHAT PEOPLE in the Big Eight territor 


"(David) Kniptash is one of the top linemen in the country, 
he has tremendous size and speed,” says his former high 
school coach Jack Wells. 

It was a three-way signing at Parkway West that Powers 
terms “a great victory for Missouri followers.” 

In addition, the Tigers penned Big Eight selectee Rick 
Klohman, a 6-5, 220 pound two-way tackle and 190 pound first 
team All-State runningback Glenn Malvern, all from Parkway 
West. 

Malvern stood St. Louis on its ear in 1980. The Globe- 
Democrat Player of the Year tallied 32-touchdowns for a team 
that reached the state semifinals--undefeated. He rushed for 
1,269 yates on 158 carries for a per rush mark of 8.0 yards. He 
also had 24 receptions for 493 yards and was almost 
unstoppable in the open field. He netted 270 yards in just one 
game. "He’s a game breaker, no doubt about that,” says Wells. 

Missouri made it a threesome at Air Force Academy High in 
Colorado Springs. That brings to seven, the number of USAF 
high schoolers at Mizzou. There’s a connection. Gary Barnett, 
a native St. Louisan once quarterbacked for Missouri. In a 
Colorado newspaper article, Barnett reported that “he tells 
his athletes about Missouri . . . he doesn’t guide anyone 
anywhere.” 

The creme de creme of that group is Dal Lockwood, 
selected the Colorado 4A Lineman of the Year. Lockwood, a 
6-5, 240 pound offensive tackle was All-State, All-league, and 
All-Region. Lockwood spurned Arizona State, BYU, Stanford, 
Wyoming and New Mexico. Ascending down the Rocky 
Mountain slopes will be teammates Steve Runyan and Neil 
Brown. Runyan, a 6-4, 220 All-State tackle played on the team 
that also went to the state semifinals--undefeated, along with 
Brown, a 6-3, 170 pound wide receiver. 

In all, Missouri signed 12 linemen, or as Clay Cooper, the 
recruiting coordinator says “about a two year supply.” 

Cooper swears that no team can ever have enough quality 
linemen. “You play two deep at each position, you're playing 
both sides of the line... yourunintoinjuries...and you’rein 
trouble,” says Cooper. 

A couple of those linemen: 

Bill Stachovich, a 6-6, 250 (5.0) tackle from LaPorte, Ind. He 
was All-State; he bench presses 300 pounds. 

Mike Penny, a 6-3, 240 pound tacke from St. Charles, Ill. 

The Tigers filled other needs. They added two outstanding 
defensive backs in Scott Little, a 6-0, 180 pounder from tiny 
IIlmo-Scott City, Mo. He was rated Southest Missouri’s top 
prospect. The other is hard-hitting 180 pound Brad Opel from 
Edwardsville, III. 

They also acquired several linebackers, none of the All- 
America variety. The steadiest, likely will be Bob Totsch, a 6-3, 
215 pounder from Belleville, Ill. (Althoff). Althoff captured 
the Illinois Class 5A title. They also got Walter Bruns, a 220 
pound linebacker from St. Clair, Mo.; and Eric Sims, a 6-3, 190 
pounder from Maywood, III. (Proviso East). 

"We recruited size and speed at every position. We gave 
ourselves several good combinations at skill positions, that 
gives us a good foundation to improve our program,” 
predicts Powers. His judgment, like Cooper's is guarded. 
Powers says all that talent still is on paper. “If we can control 
the state of Missouri, and continue to do well in Illinois, we 
can make our move to dominate the conference, we feel like 
a positive attitude is swinging our way.” 

"We haven’t arrived yet, but we’re getting there,” says 
Powers. 

if Powers has an obsession, then it is to build a better team. 
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Continued from page 52. 
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of stardom in the junior-college ranks. 
Great things were expected from him, es- 
pecially after his coach at Garden City, 
Kansas, said he was another Earl 
Campbell. 

It was a tough billing to live up to, but 
the Crutch came through admirably. 

He stormed to 1,312 yards rushing in 
284 carries, setting an lowa State record, 
making the All-Big Eight team, and 
being selected on the second All- 
America team by United Press Inter- 
national. 

And he did it while nursing numerous 
ailments -- a calf pull, a hip-pointer, 
bruised ribs, a sore knee and a wrist 
injury. 

“After some games | ached all over,” 
recalls Crutchfield, who endorses the 
idea of throwing the ball more and 
giving it to him fewer times as the path to 
success. 

“I'd like to see us throw the ball 25 
times a game,” he says. “I know | 
wouldn’t get to carry it as much, but it 
would help open up the running game.” 

Quinn returns for his fifth year at quar- 
terback and much will depend on the re- 
covery of his throwing arm. He suffered 
an injury to the rotator cuff in his right 
shoulder that made it extremely painful 
for him to pass in the second half of last 
season. 

He rested it most of the winter and 
appeared to be back in good form 
during spring drills. 

The Cyclones also have been bolster- 
ed by the addition of quarterback Jon 
English, a transfer from Michigan State 
who was highly touted coming out of 
high school in Detroit two years ago. He 
piloted his prep team to 24 straight vic- 
tories and two state championships. 

English did not play at Michigan State 
as a freshman in 1979, then transferred 
to a junior college that didn’t have a foot- 
ball team while preserving three years of 
major-college eligibility. 

So the rangy 6-foot 4-inch, 205- 
pounder is a little rusty after a two-year 
layoff. It’s doubtful if he can dislodge 
Quinn but he’ll be a valuable backup 
while waiting his turn in 1982. 

Duncan and his staff made three 
important lineup changes on offense 
during spring practice. Two were ex- 
tremely successful but the third must 
await a further look this fall, because 
Dan Johnson dislocated a shoulder 
while being given a shot at the fullback 
job. 

If there is a major question mark 
about the Cyclones, it’s finding a runn- 
ing mate to go with Crutchfield. That’s 
why the 230-pound Johnson was moved 
from tight end, where he’d been the 
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JOHN QUINN (18) is highly regarded by Coach Duncan and successfully held off English at quarterback 


starter, in the search for a replacement 
to fill the shoes of graduated Jack 
Seabrooke. 

“Johnson is still a strong possibility,” 
said Duncan. “But he lost a lot of work 
time in the spring, which is what he 
really needed.” 

Also in the fullback picture are Tom 
Roach, Seabrooke’s backup; Jerry 
Lorenzen, a converted split end who 
was a running back in high school, anda 
promising 210-pound freshman with 4.6 
speed, Mark Perry from Grandview, Mo. 

The other two major personnel shifts 
probably produced two new starters -- 
Rocky Gillis at flanker and 275-pound 
Bruce Reimers at offensive guard. 

Gillis was a waterbug tailback starter 
two years ago before Crutchfield’s arri- 
val, but at 5-8 and 180 pounds he wasn’t 
built to knock people down. Given 
room, however, he could terrorize 
enemy secondaries as a pass receiver. 
He snared four passes for 64 yards in the 
spring game. 

“Moving Rocky has been a real plus,” 
declared Jim Williams. 

But no more so than bringing sopho- 


more Reimers over from the defensive 
line. That was the biggest hit of spring 
practice. 

lowa State lost Tim Stonerook at one 
tackle but the rest of the offensive line 
returns -- and it will be enormous. The 
addition of Reimers means it will aver- 
age 260 pounds from tackle to tackle. 

Ted Clapper (6-5, 270) has been shift- 
ed from guard to Stonerook’s old posi- 
tion. The other tackle will be Karl Nelson 
(6-7, 270), who was rested in the spring in 
an effort to heal a chronic back ailment. 

Greatness is stamped all over Nelson, 
incidentally, if he can conquer the 
physical problem. 

At the guards are Brian Neal (6-2, 255), 
who returned last year after being one 
of the many standouts Duncan lost by 
injury in 1979, and the burly Reimers (6- 
6, 275). Veterans Jim Meyer (6-2, 240) 
and his backup, Chuck Meyers (6-1, 
255), both return at center. 

Nobody should push this outfit 
around, and there seems to be more 
than adequate depth -- something the 
Cyclones seldom have -- with the likes 

Please turn the page. 
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of Ned Rasmussen (6-7, 240), Scott 
Nelson (6-4, 265) and Ben Musgrave (6-6, 
260). 

The move of Dan Johnson from tight 
end was made possible with the arrival 
of Doran Geise (6-5, 230), a junior who 
transferred from the University of North- 
ern lowa. Remember the name. 
Cyclone coaches do nothing but smile 
when they talk of his potential. 

Sophomore reserve Brett Blaney will 
contend for playing time at tight end, 
too, based on what he did in the spring 
game. He caught seven passes for 53 
yards. 

Split end is a bit up in the air. 
Lorenzen, last year’s leading receiver, 
figures to stay at fullback, and lanky Jim 
Knuth sat out spring practice because of 
a nagging thigh injury. 

Vinny Cerrato, an oft-injured veteran, 
and Darryl Hobson, a converted corner- 
back, alternated on the starting unit in 
the spring game. Another possibility is 
junior-college transfer Frankie Leaks, 
who has 4.5 speed. 

lowa State’s defense ranked 22nd 
nationally last year, a solid showing for 
the 4-3 alignment installed by Larry 
Coyer, the team’s defensive co- 
ordinator. 

With nine regulars returning, it 
should be even tougher, but the enthu- 
siasm is tempered by the fact that two of 
the best players on that unit are gone -- 
all-conference cornerback Larry 
Crawford and end Kenny Neil. 

Then midway through spring drills 
starting linebacker Joel Johnson banged 
up a knee and went out for surgery. 

It didn’t help that middle linebacker 
Mark Carlson was already absent due to 
a corrective shoulder operation in the 
off-season. And John Less, another line- 
backer, dropped off the squad after 
knee and wrist injuries. 

Until the status of Jenson and Carlson 
is known come September, this is ob- 
viously a tender spot. George Jessen and 
Chris Washington performed well in the 
spring but they’ll need reinforcements. 

Duncan didn’t say it, but if he could 
have one player back from last season, it 
would probably be Neil. Kenny’s loss 
leaves a large void on the defensive 
flank. 

James Ransom, the right end in 1980, 
has been moved to Neil’s slot on the 
other side -- since most teams are more 
dangerous running to their right, 
making defensive left end a critical 
position. 

Rodney Hutchins and Clint Loy will 
duel for the other starting job, and if 


Chris Boskey has recuperated from his 


JAMES RANSOM (92) showed flashes of brillance as a sophomore. Here he pressures Frank Seurer of KU 


old knee injury, that would be a made- 
to-order spot for him. 

The two veteran tackles are both big 
and excellent players -- Shamus 
McDonough (6-4, 275) and Marc Butts 
(6-2, 260). No worries there except for 
depth behind them. 

No worries in the secondary, either, 
despite Crawford’s departure. John 
“Land Shark” Arnaud will be one of the 
league’s best safeties, and swift Joe 
Brown and Ronnie Osborne are two 
other returning veterans. 

That trio will be joined by either 
Terron Rogers or Darren Longshore, a 
pair of transfers from the junior-college 
ranks last year. 

lowa State returns all-conference 
placekicker Alex Giffords, who has 
accounted for 100 points in two seasons, 
and senior Rich Miller, who blossomed 
as a strategic punter last fall. So the kick- 
ing game will be good to excellent. 

This is a landmark year for the 
Cyclones in one important respect. On 
Sept. 19 they will entertain arch-rival 
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lowa of the Big Ten for the first time in 47 
years. 

The intrastate series was halted after a 
1934 game in Ames and didn’t resume 
until 1977, with the first four meetings all 
being staged in lowa City. The renewal 
has seen each school win twice. 

Duncan, for one, can’t wait. He was a 
jubilant 10-7 winner over the Hawkeyes 
last fall and thinks he’s even better forti- 
fied now. 

"We had he best spring in my three 
years at lowa State,” said the former 
Oklahoma assistant. “We have an experi- 
enced team and we’ve got some depth, 
so we won't have a devastating dropoff 
at most positions. 

"1 can’t help but be optimistic. Now, if 
we just stay healthy .. .” 

Ah, yes, that’s the rub. But then, 
Donnie deserves a break or two. 

If the football gods finally decide to 
smile on him, he’s got the ingredients 
for a smashing success. 

You can count on Dwayne 
Crutchfield to supply the smash. > 


© DWAYNE CRUTCHFIELD 
(6-0, 229, Sr) 
Michael Wade 
(5-9, 187, So) 


@ Tom Roach 

ai"! (6-0, 207, Sr) 

7\ DAN JOHNSON 
4 (6-3, 231, Jr) 


) JOHN QUINN 

(6-0, 188, Sr) 
John English 
(6-4, 204, So) 
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JIM MEYER 
(6-2, 237, Jr) 
Chuck Meyers 
(6-1, 241, Jr) 


Doran Geise 
(6-5, 230, Jr) 
Brett Blaney 
(6-5, 228, So) 


KARL NELSON 
(6-6, 263, Jr) 
Benn Musgrave 
(6-6, 267, So) 


BRIAN NEAL 
(6-2, 250, Sr) 
Ned Rasmussen 
(6-4, 249, Jr) 


Bruce Reimers 
(6-6, 274, Jr) 
Walt Schneiter 
(6-2, 243, Sr) 


TED CLAPPER 
(6-5, 270, Jr) 
Dan Martin 
(6-4, 268, Jr) 


JAMES RANSOM SHAMUS McDONOUGH MARK BUTTS 


(6-1, 222, Jr) (6-4, 272, Jr) (6-2, 265, Sr) 
Mark Angelloti Thaddeus Watkins Bill Hambrick 
(6-4, 230, So) (6-2, 264, So) (6-4, 243, So) 


Chris Washington | 


Rocky Gillis 
(5-8, 180, Jr) 
Frankie Leaks 
(5-8, 162, Jr) 


Rodney Hutchins 
(6-1, 215, Jr) 
Dave Smoldt 
(6-3, 227, So) 


Dwayne Gilyard 


(6-2, 203, So) GEORGE JESSEN (6-1, 217, Jr) 

Doug Fischer (6-1, 215, Jr) JOEL JENSON 

(5-11, 213, So) Mark Carlson (6-2, 230, So) 
(6-1, 218, Jr) 


JOE BROWN 
(5-11, 174, Sr) 
Dwayne Johnson 
(5-11, 181, Jr) 


“3, RONNIE OSBORNE 

(5-9, 183, Jr) 
Jim Laska 

(6-2, 191, Fr) 


DEPTH CHART 


(CAPS indicate returning starters) 


’ JOHN ARNAUD 


(5-11, 178, Jr) 


Tony Carlson 
(5-10, 189, So) 
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Vinny Cerrato 
(6-0, 185, Sr) 
Darryl Hobson 
(6-0, 187, Jr) 


Darren Longshore 
(6-1, 194, Jr) 
Terron Rogers 
(6-1, 194, So) 
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ON A COLLISION COURSE 
TO RE-WRITE 


CY CLONE STANDARDS 


Now that Dwayne is back on home cooking, 
his lofty goals have returned which spells misery 
for the rest of the league. 


much of his time in deep 

thought. It’s often in his rented 
house, with the stereo turned up and a 
pen and paper nearby. Sometimes he 
constructs the thoughts in his mind and 
savors them; other times he takes his 
pen and makes note of them. 

And as he daydreams, big Dwayne 
must at times visualize the many 
contrasts he represents. His 31-inch 
thighs are capable of flattening and 
dragging opponents; he hopes to spend 
much of his life helping the 
underprivileged and retarded. He gave 
Oklahoma linebacker Mike Coast “a 
bruised ear and a headache” when the 
Sooner tried to tackle him; Crutchfield 
is not above crying in the emotion of a 
hard-fought win or loss. Crutchfield 
talks softly, is sensitive and likes the 
privacy of his house; he is open with 
reporters and answers their questions as 
honestly and thoroughly as he can. 

At other times, as he contemplates, he 
must picture a rainbow called the NFL 
with a pot of gold waiting nearby. Given 
the right circumstances, the 220-pound 
tailback could make millions of dollars 
as a high first-round draft choice who, 
many feel, could step right into some 
team’s starting lineup. 

"He has a great opportunity,” said his 
coach, Donnie Duncan. “He’s big, 
strong, elusive and can catch the 
football. If he continues to improve, | 
think he’ll be one of the top prospects in 
the country.” 

When Crutchfield first arrived at ISU 
in the spring of 1980, he was a highly- 
publicized 248-pound junior college 
transfer beginning life at his third 
college in three years (following stints at 
Waldorf, la., and Garden City, Kan., 
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junior colleges, where he beefed up his 
grades), not knowing whether he would 
play tailback or fullback. 

ISU fans had been reading about him 
ever since Earle Bruce, the present Ohio 
State coach who was then at ISU, tried to 
recruit him, but when he got to ISU 
Crutchfield did not even know if he 
would start. Senior Mike Payne played 
ahead of him all last spring and Rocky 
Gillis started ISU’s opening games 
against Northeast Louisiana at tailback, 
ahead of Crutchfield. 

Duncan said Crutchfield did not crack 
the starting lineup early because of 
indecision whether to play him at 
fullback or tailback, and not because he 
was ever less talented than any of the 
other Cyclones. “We never viewed him 
as a second-teamer,” Duncan said. "We 
just weren’t settled on where he was 
going to play.” 

But second fiddle was a tune 
Crutchfield wasn’t used to hearing, and 
though he wasn’t publicly complaining, 
he thought of shucking football before 
his 121-yard performance in the opener, 
coming off the bench, vaulted him into 
the starting lineup for good. 

"| had never been second team in my 
life . . . football, basketball or baseball,” 
Crutchfield said. “It was more or less 
embarrassing. It was hard, because | had 
gotten so much publicity. | wanted to 
impress the people who had heard 
about me. 

“| got me a guy in Des Moines to talk 
to, a psychologist. | did think about 
giving it up, but after talking to him 
everything was straightened out.” 

The rest -- All-America and All-Big 
Eight honors, the ISU single season 
rushing record, and 160-yards or more 
rushing against Oklahoma, Kansas State 


and Missouri -- is history. At times he 
lived up to previous comparisons to 
former Heisman winner and present 
Houston Oiler great Earl Campbell ("1 
have seen Earl Campbell play since he 
was a junior in high school, and Dwayne 
is better,” once said Garden City coach 
Ray Sewalt). Duncan, who was an 
assistant at Oklahoma before taking the 
Cyclones’ reins, compares him favorably 
to former Sooner great Elvis Peacock. 

| would seem all was going swell, but 
Crutchfield had another adjustment to 
make in his life. Both he and Shelly 
Duncan were having problems handling 
his success, Crutchfield said, and since 
she is the woman he hopes to marry, it 
caused big problems. In November, she 
returned to Garden City, Kan., Junior 
College, where they met, but in March 
they decided she would return to 
Ames again this fall. Crutchfield missed 
the first week of conditioning drills to 
help make the decision. “It really did 
hamper my performances,” Crutchfield 
said. “When she gets back, my life will be 
complete. It’s experience now, and I'll 
know how to handle it. Football’s going 
to be first, but then it’s going to be 
Shelly.” 

Donnie Duncan also feels Crutchfield 
will be improved, primarily because of 
his familarity with ISU practices, 
teammates and coaches. 

"At this time last year, Dwayne was 
being encouraged and told he could 
play at the Big Eight level,” Duncan said. 
"Today he not only knows he can be, but 
he is, and that adds confidence to his 
game. This spring, he’s done the little 
extra things to help his game and he 
knows everyone, knows the system, and 
knows what’s expected of him. 

"One of the areas that’s a good 


indication of his improvement is that he 
came in much lighter than last spring, 
when he didn’t know whether we'd play 
him at an I-back or fullback.” 

Crutchfield will still be in pursuit of 
some lofty goals he made before his 
junior season but did not reach. Not the 
least of the goals is to become the 1981 
Heisman Trophy winner. 

"| haven’t given up on that,” 
Crutchfield said. “It’s hard to keep on 
saying that, because much of it will 
depend on our offensive linemen. They 
don’t get the publicity they deserve; 
they’re huge. Seventy-five percent of 
what | do will be on the offensive line’s 
head. The offensive line has made it 
their goal to improve their downfield 
blocking. More power to them, because 
it’ll be a lot more work for them.” 

Duncan also thinks Crutchfield could 
be considered for Heisman honors, 
though he realizes that no lowa State 
player has ever seriously challenged for 
the trophy and that it is usually awarded 
to a national power, so an excellent 
season will be needed by the Cyclones 
as well. 


"Along with that goes the role of 
leadership,” Duncan said. “This spring, | 
think he’s been positive in his work 
habits, and it’s important to him that the 
team does well. He’s aware that the 
better the team does, the more 
opportunities he has.” 

It’s Crutchfield’s improved attitude 
that has had him lifting weights, 
something he has avoided in the past, 
and taking his classwork and practice 
more seriously. 

"1 still dislike weights but like school, 
weights go with football,” Crutchfield 
said. “But | still don’t like ’em. | feel 
myself getting a lot stronger physically. 
For the first time in my life, I’m really 
serious about football.” 

If that’s true, Crutchfield will be 
nearer another goal, to play in the 
National Football League. It’s one of 
those things he spends time dreaming 
about. 

"I’m counting on it, and I’m hoping 
for it,” he said. “It’s a way out financially. 
| don’t want to worry about where my 
next meal is coming from and how to 
pay the bills.” 


Crutchfield worries about things like 
meals and bills because he had to as a 
youngster growing up in Cincinnati. His 
father left him and his five brothers and 
sisters when he was a sixth grader. He 
plans to buy his mother a house, 
whether or not he makes the pros, and 
vows his wife will never have to work. If 
he makes the NFL, he would also like to 
provide 500 to 1,000 seats a game for 
underprivileged youths. 

"That’s not something you can think 
of overnight,” he said. “It’s something 
you think of from day one. It’s not a tax 
benefit or anything, it’s from the 
goodness of my heart. 

| love to think about things and have 
foresight,” he said. “I'll think about what 
| can do next year that | didn’t last year, 
what kinds of cuts | could have made 
that I didn’t. I’ll sit down with a paper 
and pencil and write things down.” 

Softly, so softly, he will write those 
thoughts on paper. But on the football 
field he plans to be ona collision course 
that will re-write the record books at 
lowa State and, possibly, the team that 
picks him up in the 1982 draft. r 3) 
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MARC BUTTS ROCKY GILLIS 


JOHN QUINN DWAYNE GILYARD VINNY CERRATO JOE BROWN 


NO. PLAYER POS. HT. WT. CLASS HOMETOWN NO. PLAYER POS. HT. WT. CLASS HOMETOWN 
50 Abbas, Brad Cc 6-2 252 So Hampton, IA 32 Lorenzen, Jerry FB 6-2 195 Jr Reinbeck, IA 
84 Allen, Doug TE 6-5 215 So. Urbandale, IA 59 Loy, Clint DE 6-2 214 So. Kansas City, MO 
97 Angellotti, Mark DE 6-4% 230 So. Elk Grove, IL 53 McDonough, Shamus DT 6-4 272 Jr Corning, 1A 
20 Arnaud, John Ss 5-11 178 Jr Sioux City, |A 71 Martin, Dan OT 6-4% 268 So. Williams Bay, WI 
86 Blaney, Brett TE 6-5 228 So Prospect Hts., IL 56 Meyer, Jim Cc 6-2% 237 Jr Wichita, KS 
78 Boskey, Chris DE 6-3 258 Jr Riverdale, IL 58 Meyers, Chuck c 6-1 241 Jr. Omaha, NB 
19 Brown, Joe CB 5-11 174 Sr Pahakee, FL 3 Miller, Rich P 5-11% 206 Sr Urbandale, IA 
99 Butts, Marc OT 6-2 265 Sr Des Moines, |A 67 Musgrave, Ben OT 6-6 267 So. Missouri Valley, IA 
95 Carlson, Mark LB 6-1 218 Jr. Lytton, 1A 76 Neal, Brian OG 6-2 250 Sr. West Des Moines, IA 
25 Carison, Tony ss 5-10% 189 So Roland-Story, |A 69 Nelson. Karl OT 6-6 263 Jr DeKalb, IL 
28 Cerrato, Vinny WR 6-0 185 Sr Albert Lea, MN 74 Nelson, Scott OT 6-4 254 So. Almena, WI 
64 Clapper, Ted OT 6-5 270 Jr Ankeny, IA 98 Niemann, Jay LB 6-0 217 Jr Avoca, IL 
45 Crutchfield, Dwayne RB 6-0% 229 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 13 Nunez, Brian QB 6-1% 198 So. Kansas City, MO 
15 English, Jon QB 6-4 204 So. Birmingham, MI 16 Osborne, Ron FS 5-9% 183 Jr Pahokee, FL 
61 Fischer, Doug LB 5-11 213 So Massillon, OH 47 Pick, Mark RB 5-10 217 Jr. Kiron, lA 
87 Geise, Doran TE 6-5 230 Jr Ames, IA 18 Quinn, John QB 6-0 188 Sr. West Des Moines, IA 
10 Giffords, Alex KS 5-8 162 Jr Tucson, AZ 92 Ransom, James DE 6-1% 222 Jr. Riviera Beach, FL 
8 Gillis, Rocky WS 5-8% 180 Jr. Pompano Beach, FL 57 Rasmussen, Ned OT 6-7 249 Jr. Parkridge, IL 
40 Gilyard, Dwayne LB 6-1 217 So Jersey City, NJ 72 Reimers, Bruce OG 6-6% 274 So. Humboldt, 1A 
2 Goodburn, Kelly P 6-2 197 So. Correctionville, |A 27 Roach, Tom FB 6-0 207 Sr. Rock Rapids, IA 
65 Hambrick, Billy DT 6-4%2 243 So Chicago, IL 5 Rogers, Terron Ss 6-1% 194 Sr. Chicago, IL 
Hawley, Nate OT 6-1 256 So Hillside, NJ 68 Schneiter, Walt OG 6-2 243 Sr. Wilmington, IL 
17. Hobson, Darryl! WR 6-0% 187 Jr Kansas City, KS 51 Shindelar, Mike OT 6-3% 246 So. Hudson, IA 
96 Hutchins, Rodney DE 6-1% 215 Jr Joliet, IL 82 Smoidt, Dave DE 6-3 227 So. Grundy Center, IA 
34 Ingram, Michael RB 5-9% 203 So Chicago, IL 29 Stallworth, Jeff ss 5-9 174 Jr Omaha, NB 
66 Jensen, Mike OG 6-3 254 Sr Manhattan, KS 21 Summers, Lamar WR 6-0% 193 Jr Chicago, IL 
48 Jenson, Joel LB 6-2 230 Jr Armstrong, IA 43 Treinen, Tom RB 5-10 166 So. Crofton, NB 
85 Jessen, George LB 6-1% 215 Jr New Richland, MN 90 Troyan, Ron LB 6-0 214 Jr Loveland, OH 
38 Johnson, Dan FB 6-3 231 Sr Crystal, MN 46 Wade, Michael RB 5-9 187 So North Chicago, IL 
39 Johnson, Dwayne ss 5-11 181 So Omaha, NB 89 Walker, George WR 6-3 194 So Chicago, IL 
70 Key, James DE 61% 235 Jr Washington, DC 1 Warne, Roger PK 6-1% 201 Sr Atlantic, IA 
24 Knuth, Jim WR 6-7 222 Jr State Center, IA 54 Washington, Chris LB 6-2 203 So. Chicago, IL 
44 Laska, Jim FS 6-2 191 Fr Franklin, WI 77 Watkins, Thaddeus OT 6-2 264 So. Chicago, IL 
4 Leaks, Frankie WR 5-8 162 Jr Memphis, TN 11. Williams, Scott QB 6-2% 189 So. Urbandale, IA 
73 = Little, Steve DT 6-3 277 Fr Peoria, IL Winnikens, Wes OG 6-2'% 237 So. Freeport. IL 
26 Longshore, Darren cB 6-1 194 Jr Massillon, OH 
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“Freshman Harvest” 


Cyclones needed 


quality numbers; 


Color it deep blue 
By JOHN AKERS, Ames Daily Tribune 


enough to feel comfortable calling this the best re- 

cruiting class in the school’s history but, having coach- 
ed at Oklahoma, he knows a good class when he sees one. 
And he likes this one very much. 

Other coaches and recruiters around the conference were 
impressed by it, too, comparing Cyclone recruits favorably 
with Missouri and Nebraska and behind only Oklahoma in 
most reports concerning conference recruiting. 

"| know it’s the best recruiting class we’ve had,” Duncan 
said. “| would think the quality and numbers of quality players 
would have to make this one of the better recruiting classes 
lowa State has had. | have only been at lowa State three years, 
$0 I can’t place much more of a historical value on it than 
that.’ 

But Duncan can compare it to the last recruiting class by 
former ISU mentor and current Ohio State coach Earle Bruce, 
one that was considered among the best in ISU history. 
Several athletes from that class Le for Duncan now. 

“"I’d put this class in that category,” Duncan said. 

It is a group noted for its depth rather than its individual 
pient players, though it includes a few who Duncan feels may 

e headed for stardom. Among them are quarterback Jon 
English, a transfer from Michigan State, defensive back Billy 
McCue, defensive lineman Bruce Westemeyer, linebacker 
Doug Van Sloten, fullback Mark Perry, offensive lineman 
Kevin Eggleston and wide receiver Kent Anderson. 

"| believe that somewhere in this class will emerge 
someone who will become an All-American,” Duncan said. “1 
don’t know who that will be, but we have several athletes who 
have the credentials.” 

English could make the greatest immediate impact. Two 
years ago, out of Brother Rice High School in Birmingham, 
Mich., English was considered among the four or five best 
quarterbacks in the nation. Some people thought he was as 
good or better than John Elway of Stanford and Dan Marino 
of Pittsburgh. 

English had been a “name player” around the Detroit area 
while his father, Wally, was an assistant coach for the Detroit 
Lions, but he transferred from MSU when he did not take a 
snap his freshman season. Wally, now with the Miami 
Dolphis, had moved on to the University of Pittsburgh so Jon 
joined the family there and attended Alleghenny Community 
College, which had no football program, to work out 
occasionally with Marino and study game films with his dad. 

He will still have to beat out incumbent quarterback John 
Quinn, highly-regarded but injury-prone quarterback who 
remained the Cyclones’ starter fast year despite the tendinitis 
in his throwing arm. Quinn’s arm had healed some by spring, 
and ISU coaches are expecting a healthy battle between the 
two in the fall. 

Anderson, David Holly and junior college transfer Frankie 
Leaks, of Golden Valley, Minn., could also make an 
immediate dent in the Cyclone lineup at wide receiver, as 
Perry could at fullback. Both are positions where ISU needs 
improvement and among those where Duncan feels 
newcomers can best step in and play right away. 

Poy from Grandview, Mo., is a fleet 202-pounder who 
could be the fullback the Cyclones have needed since Danny 
Goodwin did not report back last fall. Anderson, Holly and 
Leaks, all speedsters, will be among the many who will vie for 
a starting spot at wide receiver this fall. Anderson, of 


D2: DUNCAN HASN’T BEEN AT IOWA STATE long 


Bloomfield, la., was recruited heavily by Oklahoma, and 
Holly, of Pompano Beach, Fla., came to ISU despite 
Michigan’s efforts. Another juco who could start is 
linebacker Dwayne Gilyard of Highland, Kan. 

The fact ISU brought in only two jucos, compared to the 11 
recruited last year to help balance out a program heavy in 
freshmen ana sophomores, indicates Duncan feels his 
recruiting has been on track in his three years here. "We'll 
have more seniors on the field this year than in the last two 
years, and with our junior class as heavy in numbers as it is, 
we’ll have more next year,” Duncan said. "I see our (future) 
situation being as it was this year. We'll recruit predominantly 
freshmen, except when junior college players can come in 
and play the next year.” 

Among the Cyclones to look for in two or three years are 
Van Sloten, Westemeyer, McCue, Eggleston and Barry 
Moore, all of whom play at positions where Duncan is either 
loaded with good players or would rather not test a freshman. 

Van Sloten, a linebacker from Sioux Falls, S.D., was named 
to the 100-member prep All-America team by National Coach 
magazine. He stands 6-4, weighs 220 and runs a 4.8 40. 

Westemeyer and McCue, a pair of consensus all-staters 
from Illinois, chose ISU over Notre Dame. Westemeyer, who 
is 6-6 and 228, is an offensive lineman from Geneseo, and 
McCue, a defensive back with 4.6 speed, is from Aurora. 

Eggleston is a 6-7, 290-pound giant, agile enough to stuff a 
Bascetball: who hails from Memphis, Mo. He was also 
recruited by Michigan and Missouri. 

Moore made some Illinois all-state teams as a tight end- 
defensive lineman at Quincy. He was recruited by Alabama, 
among other schools, but chose ISU early because of its 
engineering program. 

Duncan said each of his new running backs, all of whom 
have 4.6 speed or better, could make good. They are Kirk 
Thomas of Springfield, IIIl., Tommy Davis of East St. Louis, Ill., 
King Green of Opalocka, Fla., and Al Watson of Omaha, Neb. 

In lowa, Duncan came away with a mnalority of the players 
he wanted, though he lost a pair of highly-touted players to 
lowa and Nebraska. Duncan signed all but seven of the 
lowans he wanted and again claimed an in-state recruiting 
victory over lowa coach Hayden Fry. 

"We got more good players,” Duncan said. “Treye Jackson 
(an lowa sprint champion and prep All-American who went 
to lowa) was the best name player, but in Anderson I’m 
pleased with who we got.” 

There are lowans besides Anderson who have a chance at 
stardom. One is Mike Roberts, of Eldon, who chose between 
ISU and lowa. Other big in-state signings were of linebacker 
Lester Williams of Cedar Rapids, offensive lineman Jeff 
Lambert of Sioux City, and receiver-defensive back Jeff 
Wodka of West Des Moines. 

Other in-state signings included Bettendorf tackle Tom 
Ackerson, Sioux City linebacker Tom Iverson, Osage 
defensive back Joe jovanng: Waverly-Shell Rock defensive 
end Jim Luebbers, Stuart-Menlo defensive end Bill Marnin, 
Ottumwa lineman Rob Rodasevich and Humboldt lineman 
Steve Reimers. 

Out of state, a pair from Sumner High School in St. Louis -- 
defensive back Robert Coffer and quarterback Alan Hood -- 
as well as Kansas City area defensive end Ralph Comer and 
Princeton, Ill., linebacker Todd Hedgespeth, could help 
make this the most impressive class in ISU history. 
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don’t know where there'll be a better 
defensive tackle this year. He is as good an 
All-American prospect as I’ve seen in the 
defensive line at Nebraska. This isn’t a 
sports information case either. Our offen- 
se just gives up on Toby like we do on Dave 
Rimington. Toby has the speed, strength 
and quickness. He gives 100% all the time. 
When the ball’s snapped, he’s smoking. 
What else can you ask for?” 

A great defense to go with the Williams 
Brothers isn’t a bad place to start. With 8 re- 
turning regulars from the nation’s No. 3 
NCAA—ranked total defense, Osborne 
just may have the No. 1 outfit this time a- 
round. It all depends on injuries and how 
well the coaching staff functions without a 
defensive coordinator. This is a rare year 
when the Huskers can ill afford an injury. 
For the first time in a long time, there is a 
noticeable gap between 1st and 2nd team 
players. 

Although he worries about that, Os- 
borne doesn’t worry about fielding a de- 
fense without a coordinator. “We didn’t 
have a defensive coordinator when we 
won our 2 national championships,” he 
says. "1 don’t see any need for it. | don’t 
care about titles. I just care about the work 
getting done.” 

With the departure of Lance Van Zandt 
for New Orleans, Osborne will oversee the 
defense. McBride, former defensive co- 
ordinator at Wisconsin, will call the defen- 
sive signals from the field. Whatever he 
calls, McBride expects results from his in- 
terior linemen. Not only does he return 
Williams at left tackle, he also returns 
Henry Waechter (6-6, 267) at right tackle 
and Curt Hineline (6-2, 233) at middle 
guard. 

"Hineline isn’t a Kerry Weinmaster, but 
he’s a good, solid, steady player,” McBride 
says. "He really played well last year. He 
may be the best middle guard in the 
league.” Waechter isn’t a Toby Williams 
either, but he’s “a good, solid, steady play- 
er,” who also could challenge for post-sea- 
son honors. Last year, Waechter had 36 un- 
assisted tackles. Toby and Hineline each 
had 33 solo stops. 

McBride has equal confidence in sec- 
ond-team middle guard Jeff Merrell (6-3, 
255) and second-team right tackle Dave 
Stromath (6-4, 242). "Merrell can play with 
anybody in the league,” McBride says. 
"Stromath was the biggest surprise of 
spring ball. He did a great job. He'll swing 
to both sides like Toby did last year. That 
hurt Toby a little. He should bea lot more 
devastating staying on the same side.” 

Once Darlington finds the right end 
opposite Jimmy, Nebraska’s defensive line 
will be ready for lights, camera, action and 
respect. Right now, the job belongs to red- 
shirted sophomore Dave Ridder (6-1, 202). 
After 29 fall practices, it could fall into the 
hands of any one of five aspirants -- Eric 
Buchanan, Tony Felici, Todd Spratte, 
Wade Praeuner or Bill Weber. “In all 
honesty, we won’t know who'll start until 
the week before we play lowa,” Darlington 
says. “I’m not scared from the standpoint 


of good players. We just need somebody 
to come out of the background.” 

Physically, Praeuner is the best speci- 
man. He bench presses 335 pounds and 
runsa :04.6. Buchanan needs more streng- 
th, Felici more repeition, Spratte more 
health and Weber more seasoning. Rid- 
der, the youngest in a farm family of 12 
children, doesn’t really have a liability. 
That’s why he’s leader of the pack. 

Nebraska’s defense should overcome oc- 
casional mistakes from Nelson’s successor 
at right end. Returning linebacker starters 
Steve McWhirter (6-2, 227) and Steve Dam- 
kroger (6-1, 226) give coach John Melton 
that luxury. “I'll match those two as a pair 
against anyone in the league. They both 
had great sophomore years. They’re big, 
strong and aggressive. If they’re banged 
up, they just put more tape on and keep 
coming at you. You can flip a coin. One’s as 
good as the other. You should try to grade 
“em on film. They’re built and look alike. 
Put a stopwatch on either one of ‘em and 
they’re not that fast. But they always get to 
the ball carrier. When they run, they re- 
mind me a lot of Jerry Murtaugh and he 
was an All-American. They never time well 
until they have to make the play. It’s not at 
all unusual to see them run down I-backs 
in the flat.” 

Both are exceptionally quiet and Dam- 
kroger is always the least satisfied. “He 
never thinks he does as well as he did,” 
Melton says. “Even if he made every tackle, 
he’d want more.” In the 21-17 loss to Okla- 
homa, Damkroger was credited with 17 
tackles and played on a weak ankle. He’s 
the type who would break both legs be- 
fore asking for a spot on the sidelines. 

When that happens, Brent Evans (6-2, 
220) will be the first linebacker in. Depth, 
though, is a definite problem, just as it is 
for Ist year secondary coach Bob Thorn- 
ton. “Our 1st team defensive backs are as 
good as any I’ve ever coached. | couldn’t 
have beaten any of the 4 out,” says Thorn- 
ton, a secondary starter on Nebraska’s na- 
tion-leading pass defense in 1973. 

Thornton inherited cornerback starts 
Ric Lindquist (5-9, 180) and Rodney Lewis 
(5-11, 190) and monster starter Sammy Sims 
(5-11, 195) from Van Zandt. Jeff Krejci (6-0, 
175) was Russell Gary’s understudy for 2 
years at safety before finally moving up 
when Gary became a second-round draft 
choice. "I came into a pretty good situa- 
tion,” Thornton admits. “Lindquist is in his 
3rd year as a starter. Lewis and Sims both 
have pro potential. Krejci might have 
potential, too. He’s not as strong against 
the run as Gary, but he’s a little better a- 
gainst the pass. Nobody completed a deep 
pass on this group all spring. Now, if they 
ell just overcome coaching, they'll be 
ine. 

Thornton also likes what he’s seen in Kris 
Van Norman (6-1, 193), the back-up mons- 
ter, and Allen Lyday (5-10, 181), the No. 2 
left cornerback. "| wouldn’t be afraid to 
send either one into the Big 8,” he says. 
“They both have all the qualities it takes ex- 
cept experience. | consider Van Norman 
just like a Black Shirt and Lyday isn’t far off. 
He can cover.a lot of ground.” So can Ne- 
braska’s offense, which led the nation last 


year in rushing (378.3 yards a game) and 
ranked 2nd in total offense (506.9) behind 
Brigham Young. 

The Huskers lost a lot of the big names 
from that unit -- Jarvis Redwine, Andra 
Franklin, Jeff Finn, Randy Schleusener -- 
but Osborne envisions having a better of- 
fensive line and an attack that can profit 
accordingly. 

In a rare burst of pre-season fervor, Os- 
borne believes his offense has 4 bona fide 
All-America candiates -- center Dave 
Rimington, tackle Dan Hurley, I-back 
Roger Craig and split end Todd Brown, 
The endorsements are surprising because 
all but Hurley are juniors. 

Mention of Craig is even more surpris- 
ing because he’s moving up from third 
team to first team. Osborne, however, is 
not without a yardstick. Playing in the sha- 
dows of Jarvis Redwine and Craig Johnson, 
Craig rushed for almost 7 yards a carry and 
782 yards last season. His 15 touchdowns 
ranked 6th among the national scoring 
leaders. 

"| know you hear a lot about Herschel 
Walker,” Osborne says, “but | think Roger 
could be right in there. He looks like he’s 
going to be a great player.” 

Offensive backfield coach Mike Corgan 
would be the last in the world to dish out 
pre-season All-American propaganda, but 
even he can’t hide his enthusiasm for 
Craig. “He had 2 pretty sound football play- 
ers ahead of him, yet there were times last 
year when he looked like the best of the 
three,” Corgan says. “There were other 
times when he looked like he was. where 
he belonged.” 

Corgan sw the good at Colorado, where 
Craig came off the bench to rush for 176 
yards. He saw the bad at lowa State, where 
a nervous Craig was forced to start and did- 
n't exactly look like he needed a passport 
to the NFL. “Roger’s bigger, stronger and 
more mature,” Corgan says. “He looks like 
he might be able to play at 215 pounds and 
still run :04.5. He’s got good legs and good 
balance. That makes him a tough man to 
bring down.” 

Nebraska’s offensive line will make it 
even tougher. The Huskers knew they had 
quality returning at center in Rimington (6- 
2, 265) and at both tackles, where starters 
Randy Theiss (6-3, 259) and Hurley (6-2, 
217) return. They just didn’t know what to 
expect filling in the question marks at 
guard. Fortunately, Tom Carlstrom (6-5, 
265) and Mike Mandelko (6-1, 250) ans- 
wered with exclamation points. 

“We're much stronger physically at 
guard than we have been,” says NU offen- 
sive line coach Milt Tenopir. “We thought 
about moving Hurley to guard, but we did- 
n’t want to and we didn’t have to. Riming- 
ton has to be the best center in the coun- 
try. He’s the best we’ve had around here 
because he’s so quick, strong and can 
operate so low to the ground. We have 
hundreds of coaches watch our film and 
he sticks out like a sore thumb. They all 
comment how they could do so many 
more things with a center like him. Well, 
he’s the reason we can do so many things. 
He’s so physical, so smart, so crafty... and 
he has so damn much pride.” 
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Clete Fischer, Nebraska’s senior offen- 
sive line coach, says “If Rimington isn’t 
an All-American, we need a new sports 
information office.” 

Fischer doesn’t beat the drums quite as 
hard for Hurley, but he feels just as strong- 
ly. “He’s got to be one of the best tackles in 
the country,” he says. 

"Hurley lacks Rimington’s motivation, 
but he has similar tools,” Tenopir says. “His 
footwork and speed make hima top-notch 
pro prospect. He’ll run with people. In the 
7 years I’ve been here, he’s as good a tackle 
as we've had. He knows he’s a good player. 
He’s just very strong willed on some 
things.” 

As talented as Hurley is, he can never 
take his foot off the accelerator. The Husk- 
ers have too many other good tackles. 
Theiss just edged Jeff Kwapick (6-2, 254) for 
No. 1 on the left and sophomores Scott 
Raridon (6-3, 265) and John Sherlock (6-1, 
aay gave Hurley impressive pushes on the 
right. 

Carlstrom was the most pleasant offen- 
sive surprise of the spring. He’s the newest 
entry on a long list of Nebraska linemen 
who paid their dues before finally starting 
as seniors. 

No one has paid more dues, though, 
than Mark Mauer (6-1, 191), Nebraska’s 
heir apparent at quarterback. After back- 


ing up Quinn and Tim Hager as a sopho- 
more and Quinn as a junir, Mauer fin- 
ished the spring of his senior season No. 1. 
In a spirited race, he emerged ahead of jun- 
ior Nate Mason, sophomore Turner Gill 
and junior Bruce Mathison. Mauer finish- 
ed ahead of them because, as one coach 
said, “he’s a tough cookie, a great leader 
and the most knowledgable quarterback. 
He makes everyone feel comfortable 
when he’s in there.” 

Cognizant that Mauer doesn’t have the 
physical assets possessed by those chas- 
ing him, Osborne admits he may use Ne- 
braska’s 1st interchangale system of quar- 
terbacks since Jerry Tagge and Van Brown- 
son a decade ago. “That could happen, but 
| don’t want to be pinned down,” Osborne 
says. "We've never been this deep with 
quarterback talent. We could be an out- 
standing offensive team . . . if they come 
through.” One thing is certain. Whoever 
surfaces is blessed with one of the nation’s 
best receiving corps. 

As a sophomore on a running team, 
Brown (6-0, 171) caught 30 passes for 432 
yards and 5 touchdowns. “Todd’s one of 
the best players I’ve ever seen,” says split 
end coach Jerry Pettibone. “He has every- 
thing going for him -- ability, intelligence, 
speed, hands, aggressiveness, intensity 
and heart as big as Memorial Stadium. He 


comes to practice every day with his eyes 
as big as saucers. The only thing he doesn’t 
have is the size to be a physical blocker. 
But he’s made up for it by making 2nd ef- 
fort part of his personality.” 

Pettibone believes he has 3 other split 
ends who can play effectively in the Big 8 -- 
Scott Woodard, Tom Vergith and Ricky 
Simmons. 

Gene Huey also likes his depth at wing- 
back, but worries about reserve strength 
behind tight end starter Jamie Williams (6- 
5, 225). “Jamie’s the most coachable kid 
I’ve ever worked with here,” Huey says. 
"He’s always had the ability. He just hasn’t 
always had it coordinated. He doesn’t have 
the natural strength Junior Miller had, but 
he has the same kind of tools. He’s just 
had to work on ’em a little more. He has 
the height, speed (:04.58) and explosion.” 

Wingback Anthony Steels has the speed 
(:04.45) and the explosion. He just doesn’t 
have the height. He’s only 5-8. “But he’s 
the best wingback I’ve coached here,” 
Huey says. “He’s so multi-talented and has 
such tremendous work habits. Not many 
have the presence of mind to tip the foot- 
ball in the air over someone’s head and 
make a touchdown like he did against 
Oklahoma State. He’s an ideal wingback. 
He can run, catch and block. | think he’s 
All-Big 8.” 

Huey believes Irving Fryar, the brilliant 
talent playing behind Steels, will be even 
greater “when he quits sliding back and 
forth between player and spectator. There 
have been times when I’ve almost had to 
use a cattle prod on Irving, but he’s got all 
the tools and he’s going to play.” 

Nebraska’s fullback starter is Phil Bates 
(6-2, 211). Earlier in his career, he bounced 
around like a beachball before getting seri- 
ous about walking on. “He has the equip- 
ment and the disposition to be a good full- 
back,” Corgan says. "The only thing he 
lacks is experience and | think his poise will 
make up for that.” 

Corgan’s depth problem may be the 
most acute on the team. Sometimes, it look- 
ed like there was a cast of thousands vying 
for back-up roles to Craig an Bates. Tim 
Brungardt, Jeff Smith, Dennis Rogan, Mark 
Moravec and Dan Ripa all had their mo- 
ments. Junior college transfer Mike 
Rozier, however, may be the answer at I- 
back, depending on how well he makes 
the transition. 

It’s almost mandatory that Grant Camp- 
bell make the adjustment. The nation’s 
leading junior college punter with a 49- 
yard average last year, he was recruited to 
solve a glaring 1980 weakness. If he doesn’t 
place-kicker Kevin Seibel will do double 
duty. 

Osborne believes the kicking game 
could be excellent. He sees the same pos- 
sibilities for the offensive line, receivers, 
defensive line, linebackers and secondary. 
If the quarterbacking and the offensive 
backfield range somewhere between 
good and very good, the Huskers will have 
another national championship con- 
tender. 

And if they do, expect the Williams Bro- 
thers to command their share of the head- 
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NO. PLAYER 


43 
85 
58 
29 
32 
87 
24 
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Bates, Phil 
Bess, Donnie 
Brandall, Matt 
Brown, Todd 
Brungart, Tim 
Buchanan, Eric 
Campbell, Grant 
Carlstrom, Tom 
Chandler, Rick 
Craig, Roger 
Curry, Tom 
Damkroger, Steve 
Evans, Brent 
Felici, Tony 
Fischer, Dan 
Fryar, Irving 
Gdowski, Tom 
Gill, Turner 
Glather, Kurt 
Graeber, Ken 
Grimminger, Harry 
Harris, Neil 
Herrmann, Doug 
Hill, Dan 
Hineline, Curt 
Holbrook, Tim 
Johnson, Brad 
Keeler, Mike 
Krejci, Jeff 
Krenk, Mitch 
Kwapick, Jeff 
Larsen, Pat 
Lewis, Rodney 
Lindquist, Ric 


POS. 


SAF 


wT. CLASS 
215 Sr 
222 Jr 
250 Sr 
173 Jr 
205 So. 
202 So. 
185 Jr. 
266 Sr. 
215 So. 
211 Jr 
162 So. 
235 Jr. 
222 Jr 
202 Jr 
175 So 
190 So. 
252 Jr 
190 So 
255 Jr 
234 So 
250 So 
190 So 
259 So. 
225 Jr. 
257 Sr, 
183 Jr. 
243 Jr. 
242 So. 
178 Jr. 
225 Jr 
254 Jr 
185 Jr 
190 Sr. 
180 Sr 


HOMETOWN 


Omaha, NB 

Flatt River, MO 
Humphrey, NB 
Holdrege, NB 
Norfolk, NB 
Overland Park, KS 
Rexburg, ID 
Polk, NB 
Ralston, NB 
Davenport, 1A 
Lincoln, NB 
Lincoln, NB 
Chesterfield, MO 
Omaha, NB 
Lincoln, NB 

Mt. Holly, NJ 
Fullerton, NB 

Ft. Worth, TX 
Lincoin, NB 
Minneapolis, MN 
Grand Island, NB 
Kansas City, MO 
Custer, SD 

Falls City, NB 
Bellevue, WA 
Lexington, NB 
Harvard, NB 
Omaha, NB 
Schuyler, NB 
Neb. City, NB 
Circle Pines, MN 
Fullerton, NB 
Minneapolis, MN 
Plattsmouth, NB 


“ 


STEVE McWHIRTER 


NO. PLAYER 


18 
68 
16 

8 
19 
7 
54 
45 
74 
42 
95 
72 
42 
86 


Lyday, Allen 
Mandelko, Mike 
Mann, Ricky 
Mason, Nate 
Mathison, Bruce 
Mauer, Mark 
McElroy, Mike 
McWhirter, Steve 
Merrell, Jeff 
Moravec, Mark 
Praeuner, Wade 
Raridon, Scott 
Rogan, Dennis 
Ridder, David 
Rimington, Dave 
Seibel, Kevin 
Sherlock, John 
Simmons, Ricky 
Sims, Sammy 
Smith, Jeff 
Steels, Anthony 
Steinkuhler, Dean 
Stromath, Dave 
Theiss, Randy 
Traynowicz, Mark 
Van Norman, Kris 
Vergith, Tom 
Waechter, Henry 
Weber, Bill 
Wilkening, Doug 
Williams, Jamie 
Williams, Jimmy 
Williams, Toby 
Woodard, Scott 


POS. 


CB 
OG 
SAF 
QB 
QB 
QB 
oc 
LB 
MG 
FB 
DE 
OT 
I-B 
OT 
oc 
K-P 
OT 
WB-SE 
MON 
1-B 
WB 
OG 
OT 
OT 
OT 
MON 
SE 
DOT 
DE 
FB 
TE 
DE 
OT 
SE 


wT. 


185 
250 
187 
185 
198 
193 
231 
235 
245 
208 
210 
253 
192 
204 
270 
240 
248 
170 
190 
180 
185 
250 
245 
256 
253 
195 
190 
255 
208 
210 
227 
215 
255 
165 


RODNEY LEWIS 


CLASS HOMETOWN 


Jr. 
Jr 
Jr. 
Jr 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr 
Jr 
Jr. 


So. 


So. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr 


So. 


Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


So. 
So. 


Jr. 
Sr 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Wichita, KS 
Lexington, NB 
Miami, FL 
Greenville, TX 
Superior, WI 

St. Paul, MN 
Grand Island, NB 
Fairfield, 1A 
Huntsville, AL 
David City, NB 
Battle Creek, NB 
Mason City, |A 


Colorado Springs, CO 


West Point, NB 
Omaha, NB 
Vermillion, SD 
Omaha, NB 
Greenville, TX 
Lubbock, TX 
Wichita Falls, KS 
Sacramento, CA 
Burr, NB 
Millard, NB 

St. Louis, MO 
Bellevue, NB 
Minden, NB 
Lincoln, NB 
Epworth, IA 
Lincoin, NB 
Littleton, CO 
Davenport, lA 
Washington, DC 
Washington, DC 
Pappillion, NB 


4 Roger Craig 
(6-2, 211, Jr) 


Phil Bates 
(6-2, 215, Sr) 
4 Mark Moravec 
(6-2, 208, Jr) 


ANTHONY STEELS 
Penieees) (5-8, 185, Sr) 
’ y Irving Frayar 
(e185, 3) ear 
Turner Gill 
(6-1, 190, So) 


Jamie Williams DAN HURLEY Tom Carlstrom DAVE RIMINGTON Mike Mandelko RANDY THEISS 


TODD BROWN 
(6-4, 227, Jr) (6-2, 217, Sr) (6-5, 266, Sr) (6-3, 270, Jr) (6-1, 250, Jr) (6-3, 256, Jr) (6-0, 173, Jr) 
Mitch Krenk = John Sherlock Kurt Glather Brad Johnson Matt Brandl Jeff Kwapick Scott Woodard 
(6-3, 235, Jr) (6-2, 240,S0) (6-2, 255, Jr) (6-2, 243, Jr) (6-2, 250, Sr) (6-3, 254, Jr) (5-9, 165, Sr) 


ex SS 


p a: E iE i & 
JIMMY WILLIAMS TOBY WILLIAMS CURT HINELINE HENRY WAECHTER Dave Ridder 
(6-3, 217, Sr) (6-4, 255, Jr) (6-2, 257, Sr) (6-6, 255, Sr) (6-2, 205, Jr) 
Wade Preauner Tom Gdowski Jeff Merrell Dave Stromath Eric Buchanan 
(5-11, 210, So) (6-3, 252, Jr) (6-4, 245, Jr) (6-4, 245, Sr) (6-2, 202, Se) 


<— J STEVE McWHIRTER 


\ STEVE DAMKROGER Ws apltlBl 

) (6-1, 235, Jr) Brent Evans 
Brent Evans Ser aa se ’ SAMMY SIMS 
(6-2, 222, Jr) (6-0, 290, Sr) 


Kris Van Norman 
(6-0, 195, Jr) 
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(5-10, 185, Jr) 


Rodney Lewis 
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ROGER THE DODGER 


Craig captured more than the hearts of 
Nebraska fans as he followed a long tradition 
of Sophomore Sensations in Lincoln. 


PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL 
Az visiting Nebraska near the 

beginning of fall training camp a 
year ago said Roger Craig was the best 
pro prospect among the many talented 
Cornhuskers who annually draw serious 
attention from the National Football 
League. 

From the scout’s point of view, the 
only problem was that Craig still had 
three seasons of varsity eligibility 
remaining. He was just beginning his 
sophomore year and, consequently, 
wasn’t available to begin working in the 
NFL even if he had been so inclined. The 
proof would have to wait until later. 

It was obvious the scout had a sharp 
eye for talent. His assessment of the 
Husker I-back from Davenport, lowa, 
apparently was based on an awareness 
of qualities which need not have been 
translated into statistics since, at the 
time, Craig’s college varsity career 
included seven carries for a net gain of 
31 yards, an average of 4.4 yards per 
carry. There was nothing special about 
those rushing totals. Nebraska had an 
offensive guard, senior Randy 
Schleusener, who had carried the ball 
once the previous season, gaining 15 
yards and even scoring a touchdown. 

On the pre-fall depth chart, Craig was 
listed third-team, a position he 
maintained throughout the season, 
backing up Jarvis Redwine and Craig 
Johnson, both of whom were seniors 
and had built a statistical base from 
which someone could rightfully 
conclude that they were good running 
backs. But the scout persisted - Craig 
was the best pro prospect of them all. 

That’s why the scout was probably not 
surprised that a_ third-string !-back 
could score 15 touchdowns, to rank 
second in the Big Eight and sixth in the 
nation in scoring, and rush for 769 yards, 
sixth best in the conference. If Craig was 
that I-back, it was believable . . . and, of 
course, last year it happened. 

"Sometimes | think about that, and | 
still can’t believe it,” says Craig. The 
scout, however, could. 

Actually, Craig’s sophomore 
experience is not unique. In recent 
years, Nebraska I-backs have wasted 
little time in gaining national 
recognition. When I.M. Hipp was a 
sophomore, he became the “most 
famous walk-on in college football” 
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after gaining 254 yards against Indianain 
the fourth game of the season. 

Two years ago, Jarvis Redwine was 
one of the country’s most famous red- 
shirt transfers, becoming a favorite of 
Nebraska fans long before he ever 
played in a Cornhusker varsity game; 
and last year, Craig became the most 
celebrated third-team running back in 
the nation, continuously ranking among 
the NCAA leaders after scoring eight 
touchdowns in a three-game, mid- 
season stretch against Kansas, 
Oklahoma State, and Colorado. 

Craig scored two touchdowns in the 
season opener with Utah and added two 
more the next Saturday afternoon 
against his home state university, lowa. 
He carried only twice in the Huskers’ 
next two games, went on the three- 
game, eight-TD spree, and then scored 
one touchdown in each of three games 
with Missouri, Kansas State, and lowa 
State before being shut out in eight 
carries by Oklahoma and Sun Bowl 
opponent Mississippi State. 

His longest touchdown run of the 
season was 32 yards against Kansas State, 
a team against which he rushed only 
nine times and gained a personal varsity 
high of 183 yards. 

Against Colorado, playing in place of 
Redwine and Johnson who were 
injured, Craig carried 21 times for 176 
yards and scored on touchdown runs of 
three, three, and two yards, setting up 
the third TD with a 60-yard run. After 
that game, he had scored 12 
touchdowns for the season, three more 
than the entire Colorado rushing 
offense. Craig was “Mr. Touchdown.” 

Scoring touchdowns with computeri- 
zed regularity is nothig new for Craig, 
who enters his junior season at Nebraska 
no slower than a year ago but weighing 
211 pounds. He scored 27 TDs in his 
senior year at Davenport Central High 
School, rushing for 1,565 yards and 
drawing concerned recruiting attention 
from not only Nebraska but also 
Arkansas, California, lowa State, and 
lowa. 

At one time or another, Craig was 
pursued by every Big Ten school and all 
but Oklahoma and Oklahoma State in 
the Big Eight. 

In top-ranked Davenport Central’s 
29-28 loss to Cedar Rapids Washington 
in the opening round of lowa’s large 


school state football playoffs, Craig’s 
senior year, he scored all of his team’s 
points and rushed 41 times for 353 yards. 
“It was a wild game,” Craig says, proving 
his ability for understatement is no less 
impressive than his ability to run with 
the football. 

The game he prefers to recount from 
his high school career, however, his 
“favorite”, was played against Clinton 
earlier that same year. In it he rushed for 
more than 200 yards, an effort he 
considers appropriate retribution for his 
suffering a broken leg in the opening 
game of his junior year, also against 
Clinton. Not that Craig is vindictive, but 
“that really fired me up,” he says. 

Craig has only been an I-back for 
three years. As a sophomore in high 
school, he was a wingback, trying to 
follow in the steps of his older brother, 
Curtis, who went on to start three 
seasons for Nebraska at that position. 

As a high school junior, Roger was 
shifted to fullback, an ill-fated move 
considering the broken leg, which 
occurred on the first series of the first 
game of the season and sidelined him 
for the year. By the time he was ready to 
play football again, Craig had gotten 
bigger and stronger (6-3, 200), and 
"Coach (Jim Fox) told me | could carry 
the ball a lot” as an I-back in Davenport 
Central’s offense, the same offensive 
philsophy which has kept Nebraska 
among the NCAA leaders in both 
rushing offense and total offense over 
the last decade. 

Craig didn’t argue with Fox; he likes 
running with a football, something that 
shows in the exuberance with which he 
plays the game. 

Craig’s decision to enroll at Nebraska 
upset lowans, who directed their 
criticism at the state’s major universities 
for allowing a player of his ability and 
reputation to leave the state. “Iowa 
wanted him pretty bad,” says close 
friend and NU teammate Jamie 
Williams, a highly-regarded tight end 
who graduated from Davenport Central 
one year before Craig. 

But Nebraska held an attraction for 
Craig which could not be matched by 
the other schools. He was familiar with 
the excitement in Memorial Stadium on 
Saturday afternoons during the fall. His 
brother, Curtis, had made a name for 
himself there and was working in 


~ 


Lincoln. Williams, a high school All- 
American, had chosen the Cornhuskers, 
and Roger’s cousin Wade Harrington 
was recruited for the Nebraska track 
team in the long jump, an eventin which 
he was the lowa state high school 
champion. 

Harrington and Craig also were high 
school teammates in football - 
Harrington was a wingback - and in 
track. Craig was a hurdler, finishing 
second in the state meet his senior year 
to Dean Fogarty, now competing in the 
Big Eight at Missouri. 

Curtis didn’t apply pressure to his 
much-in-demand little brother. “He 
told me to go where I’d be happy,” says 
Roger. “But | always liked Nebraska 
football because he played here. That 
and Nebraska’s tradition are what sold 
me. The fans really turned me on, and | 
liked Lincoln a lot. Even if Curtis hadn’t 
played here, | probably would have 
come to Nebraska.” 

When Craig arrived, he was offered 
jersey No. 33, the number his brother 
wore. Roger turned it down and was 
assigned No. 21 instead. “I didn’t want to 
follow directly in his footsteps,” he says. 
He wanted no special treatment. 

Most schools told Craig he could 
come in and start as a freshman. 
"Nebraska was more honest,” he says. 
"Coach (Tom) Osborne said he couldn't 
promise mea position, and | liked that. It 
wouldn’t be fair to the other players. 
You should have to work your way up, 
and that’s the way | wanted it. Starting as 
a freshman could really be tough on 
you.” 

lowa head football coach Hayden Fry 
claimed Craig probably could have 
started for the Hawkeyes as a freshman. 
Before last season’s Nebraska-lowa 


game, Fry said, "We hada guy last season 
(Dennis Mosley) who led the Big Ten in 
six statistical categories, including 
rushing and scoring, and he would have 
been extremely fortunate to beat out 
Roger Craig.” 

Freshman blues, in the form of 
homesickness, caused Craig to consider 
a transfer to lowa during his first 
semester in college. According to 
Williams, who helped talk his teammate 
out of such a move, “Roger thought 
about it for a long time.” 

“That first semester is always tough for 
a freshman,” says Craig, looking at the 
situation in retrospect and with the 
maturity of his two seasons. 

Craig’s signature on a national letter 
of intent ensured Nebraska’s having one 
of its best recruiting seasons since the 
NCAA imposed 30/95 restrictions on 
scholarships. His freshman class was 
much-heralded. 

Few freshmen are promoted to 
regular varsity positions at Nebraska, no 
matter what their credentials. Craig’s 
high school accomplishments may have 
been amazing, but he was no exception. 
During his first year, his primary 
responsibility was to the Husker junior 
varsity, a team comprised almost 
exclusively of freshmen. 

In the JV opener against Wyoming in 
Laramie, Craig served notice of what was 
to come as early as his sophomore year. 
Four plays into the game against the 
Cowboy junior varsity, a team which 
included several sophomores and even 
some juniors, Craig broke loose on a 69- 
yard scoring run. Just into the fourth 
quarter, on a first down from the NU 13- 
yard line, Craig slipped into the 
Wyoming secondary again and sprinted 
away from everyone, only to fumble the 


football out-ot-bounds with the nearest 
defender five yards behind him and 
losing ground with every step. 

Craig gained 70 yards on the play but 
missed a certain touchdown. “I got too 
excited on my run, and the ball hit my 
face mask. When | fumbled, | though it 
was the end of the world,” he said 
afterward. 

Craig finished the game with 196 yards 
on 12 carries. His season totals with the 
junior varsity included 48 carries from 
scrimmage for a net of 447 yards. That 
averages out to 9.3 yards, less than a yard 
short of a first down each time he ran 
with the ball. 

Though he appeared with the varsity 
infrequently as a freshman, Craig did 
not red-shirt last fall the way several of 
those in his recruiting class did. He was 
ready to play in his second year at 
Nebraska. 

Craig’s running style quickly became 
familiar to Husker fans. When he runs, 
he lifts his knees high. He moves 
quickly, and because of his height and 
his long arms and legs, Craig looks like a 
very powerful spider threading his way 
through opposing defenses, displaying 
che artful skills which have earned him 
the nickname “Dodger.” 

"| like the pitch plays best,” he says, 
calling to mind an image of Nebraska’s 
offensive line sweeping over the 
defense like an ocean wave, behind 
which the lanky I-back follows, 
beginning with staccato steps and then 
gliding toward the end zone. 

Nebraska’s fans have adopted Craig, 
whose zest for playing football can’t be 
missed even from the farthest sections 
of Memorial Stadium. “Football is fun 
for me,” Craig says, confirming 
something which is obvious to all who 
watch him perform. 

"I’m trying to keep my perspective 
and not get big-headed. You can’t win 
by being an individual; you’ve got to do 
that as a team,” he says. That’s why Craig 
“tries to work harder than anybody else 
on the team.” On days when there is no 
practice, he still visits the weight room 
and jogs. 

The demands of success weigh heavily 
on a young man so blessed. Already 
Craig has begun to receive fan mail in 
quantity surpassed, perhaps, only by 
that which greeted Redwine almost 
daily throughout his senior season at 
Nebraska. 

Craig is the heir-apparent to the 
adulation with which Redwine was 
showered and by which, at times, he was 
almost drowned. Craig has discussed 
such fame with Redwine, and “Jarvis 
told me to keep a low profile and to do 
things that won’t hurt me or the team,” 
Craig says, adding with a smile: 
“Sometimes that’s real tough.” 

But, he says: “You’ve got to kee 
people happy. You owe them a lot.” 
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“Freshman Harvest” 


Computer Analysts 
Overlook Another 
Stellar Nebraska Crop 


By RANDY YORK, Lincoln Journal & Star 


1981 football class, but Tom Osborne and Jerry Pettibone hard- 
ly felt compelled to slip on dark glasses and face their fans 
wearing disguises. 

NU’s head coach and recruiting coordinator have no ax to grind 
with computerized comparisons. They just know that the com- 
parisons start Nebraska with zero in-state talent. 

"People don’t think Nebraska kids are that good because they're 
not heavily recruited,” Osborne said. “But puta Tom Rathman,a John 
Hayes or a Todd Fisher in Dallas or Los Angeles and you have a dif- 
ferent picture. They might get 30 to 40 scholarship offers instead four 
or five... or one or two.” 

Pettibone sees another major flaw in recruiting comparisons. “I 
don’t know of any school in the top 25 with a situation like we have,” 
he said. “We’re the only major university in a sparsely-populated 
state and the only school without junior college football in the state. 
Our walk-on program is built right into our recruiting. It’s a telltale 
sign no one even bothers to count. They don’t even understand it.” 

While its competition filled 30-scholarship quotas, Nebraska sign- 
ed only 25 athletes to national letters of intent, saving five scholar- 
ships to award later to walk-ons. 

“We make sure we keep those available,” Osborne said. “They're 
the most important scholarships we give because they go to players 
already proven.” 

lf Osborne and Pettibone sound like they're on the defensive, 
they’re not. They are merely explaining why they consider the 1981 
recruiting crop, supplemented by a signed walk-on class of 75, a 
typically solid one. 

The Cornhuskers, indeed, suffered some major individual set- 
backs. But they also believe they signed the top two prospects in New 
Jersey, three of the top four in lowa, two of the top three in Colorado, 
two of the top three in Wisconsin, the top defensive lineman in Texas 
and the most heavily recruited player in Minnesota. 

"We recruited better than most people think we did,” Petti- 
bone said. 

Much of Osborne's belief that the crop is better than the ratings re- 
flect rests in Nebraska's successful talent hunt in New Jersey. The fer- 
tile Big Red recruiting territory of the early 1970's is being plowed 
again, especially after the Cornhuskers landed Mike Rozier in 1980 
and Stanley Wade and Paul Miles this year. 

Rozier (5-11, 205, :04.5) spent the past year getting his grades in 
order at Coffeyville (Kan.) Junior College after signing with NU out of 
Woodrow Wilson High School in Camden. 

“Mike could have gone anyplace in the country,” Coffeyville 
Coach Dick Foster said. “If we’d have run out of the I-formation, he 
probably would have rushed for 2,500 yards.” 

Rozier, a potential “franchise” player, is considered the best back 
to come out of the junior college ranks since Ron Springs went to 
Ohio State. 

Miles (5-10, 190, :04.4) has just as much potential. New Jersey's all- 
class sprint champion as a junior, he’s a :09.5 man in the 100. Last fall, 
he rushed for more than 1,500 yards and scored 17 touchdowns for 
Princeton Day School. “He may have been the best back on the East 
Coast,” offered Pitt Coach Jackie Sherrill. 

Wade (6-5, 210, :04.65) visited Pitt and Ohio State before signing 
with Nebraska out of Ferris High School in Jersey City, N.J.,the home 
of former NU Outland Trophy winner Rich Glover. 

"| used to play against Glover and | think Stanley is just as good, if 
not better,” said Len Anglin, an assistant coach at Ferris. “He’s got the 
flat-out speed and the ability to move laterally. He can pursue all over 
the place and catch people. He roams sideline to sideline.” 
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Although Wade was considered one of the nation’s best linebacker 


P prospects, Nebraska may give him an early varsity trial at defen- 


sive end. 

The Huskers also need an injection at linebacker and the freshman 
most likely to get an early trial is Mike Knox of Castle Rock, Colo. 

Knox (6-2, 215, :04.8) was a prep All-American and Colorado AAA 
state heavyweight wrestling champion at Douglas County High 
School. His backfield coach there was Bill Jennings. Nebraska's head 
football coach (1957-1961) before Bob Devaney. 

“| guarantee he'll make it at Nebraska,” Jennings said of Knox, who 
rejected offers from Arkansas and Missouri. “He’s got everything you 
need -- size, attitude, toughness, coachability, athletic ability, family 
background, objectives. He’ll make it.” 

The Huskers are just as sold on John Kline (6-2, 235, :04.7),a middle 
guard they recruited out of Denver’sPomona High School. Some Big 
Eight coaches said Kline could start for them as a freshman. His final 
two choices were Nebraska and Stanford. Having relatives living in 
and around Lincoln didn’t hurt Nebraska’s cause. 

The signing of another middle guard took the sting out of losing 
Temple, Texas, back Kenneth Davis to TCU on national letter-of- 
intent day. 

Nebraska signed Ken Shead (6-12, 227, :04.9) of Plano, Texas, after 
he signed a Big Ten letter with Ohio State. 

The Greater-Dallas Defensive Player of the Year and first-team 
Texas all-stater was credited with 137 tackles for his state quarterfinal 
team. "He looks like a great player,” Osborne said. 

"Great" also could be used to describe at least two other 1981 re- 
cruits -- Minneapolis running back Roscoe Horne (5-11, 208, :04.5) 
and punter Grant Campbell, a transfer from Ricks Junior College in 
Idaho. Horne was recruited until the 11th hour by Notre Dame be- 
fore deciding to follow Minneapolis Central grads Russell Gary and 
Rodney Lewis to Nebraska. Campbell, who led the nation’s junior 
colleges with an almost 49-yard punting average, was recruited by at 
least a dozen national powers. 

Mark Davis, a 6-1, 190-pound running back-defensive back from 
Oconomowoc, Wis., and Bill Lewis, a 6-5, 240-pound center from 
Sioux City, lowa, are not heavily-recruited players who impress the 
national experts. But both are rated by Nebraska as near-great 
players with more potential than several All-Americans. 

The Huskers also like the potential of Blue Springs, Mo., lineman 
Pat Connor and Todd Frain, a tight end from Treynor, lowa. 

They are also extremely satisfied to have signed fullback-line- 
backer Jeff Bawdon of Williston, N.D.; back Doug Larscheid of Green 
Bay, Wis.; defensive end Tony Newton of Pasadena, Calif.; Kevin 
Waechter, a juniuor college defensive tackle transfer from Epworth, 
lowa; and defensive back Guy Rozier of Camden, N.J. Kevin is a 
younger brother of NU starter Henry Waechter and Guy is the 
younger brother of Mike. 

The top three in-state recruits are probably Rathman, a back from 
Grand Island; Hayes, an Omaha South athlete who thought about a 
basketball career before signing late with Nebraska; and Fisher, a 
defensive back from Omaha Burke who may start his freshman sea- 
son at quarterback. 

The Huskers lost talented Schuyler linebacker Marty Kobza to 
Arkansas, but they kept Omaha Westside end-kicker-punter Dan 
Wingard from signing with Oklahoma and Omaha Roncalli defensive 
tackle Jim Skow from signing with Texas. 

Shane Swanson, a small-school back from Hershey, was a late 
scholarship addition when a few of Osborne’s best laid plays 
went awry. 

Omaha South defensive end Sam Madison was recruited by 
Nebraska, but must walk on and clear scholastic hurdles before he is 
eligible to play. 

Two Lincoln recruits -- wingback Kevin Cole of East and fullback 
John White of Southeast -- fall into the category of players who get no 
national respect, but still have unlimited potential. 

Those kinds of players have been the backbone of the only pro- 
gram in the country with 11 straight top 10 finishes. 
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tude and best movement this spring since he got hurt.” 

If both are fit and join tackle Shamus McDonough, an all- 
conference prospect, end James Ramson and strong safety 
John Arnaud in the starting lineup, “we ought to have 
one of the best defenses in the Big Eight and be 
competitive,” Duncan said. 

The Cyclones’ foremost need on offense is a 
fullback. They shopped this spring at Villa- 
nova, whose players became transfer pros- 
pects with immediate eligibility after that 
school dropped football. 

The addition of junior college quarterback 
Jon English “made Quinn a better passer,” Dun- 
can said. So did the impressive play of Rocky 
Gillis, moved from understudying Crutchfield to 
flanker. The offensive line has 10 lettermen, in- 
cluding a qualified all-conference candidate in tackle 
Karl Nelson. But the best lineman might be Reimers, con- 
verted from defense and who reminds Duncan of 1978 Out- 
land Trophy winner Greg Roberts of Oklahoma. 

The Cyclones have the Big Eight’s best place kicker in Alex 
Giffords. 

“We are not deep enough to survive injuries,” Duncan said. 
“But we feel we are overdue to have a fortunate year with 
injuries. If we do, it should be interesting.” 

The Cyclones’ destiny will probably be determined on four 
successive Saturdays in midseason when they play Missouri, 
Colorado, Kansas State and Kansas. All but K-State at Ames. 

Missouri does not have lowa State’s conference schedule 
advantage, and must replace its quarterback, running back, 


offensive line, wide receivers, secondary and kickers. Never- - 


theless, the always positive, candid Powers said he did not 
consider this a rebuilding year or cause for pessimism. 

“Heck, we didn’t win it (Big Eight) with the bunch we had, 
so why should | say we’re going to fall off,” Powers said. 
"Having new players doesn’t always mean you can’t be 
better.” 


He conceded, “we are going to have problems with so 


many new players starting. But we have ability.” To those who 
did not think Powers had recruited the caliber of talent he in- 
herited three years ago, and must now replace, he said: “We 
are stronger and faster than we’ve ever been.” 

An NFL scout who visited Missouri’s spring practice lent 
support to Powers’ contention. The scout said he was struck 
by how many "6-6 and 6-7 offensive linemen Missouri has and 
they look good.” Thatis the kind of talent Missouri will station 
beside Edelman in a rebuilt line. 

While changes in Missouri’s passing will be necessitated by 
Hyde’s and Forrest Harrell’s lack of speed, compared to 
Bradley’s, Powers is optimistic about the potential because of 
the receiving talents of Gibler and the fleet sophomore pair 
of the best freshmen we've recruited are wide receivers,” 
Powers said. 

Seniors Bob Meyer and Tery Hill are scheduled to start at 
running back, but the optimism is inspired by sophomore 
rockets Mack and Shorthose. A knowledgeable conference 
coach predicted Mack would rise to the same level as Bell and 
Rhymes. 

“Mack and Shorthose can both put the ballin the end zone 
from anywhere on the field,” Powers said. “Their speed and 
the speed of our receivers make us a more explosive team.” 

Defensively, Missouri looked solid in the line with tackles 
Bennie Smith and Randy Jostes and nose guard Jerome Sally 
returning. Then, they were driven to the second unitin spring 
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practice by tackles Jeff Gaylord and Rod Skillman and nose 
guard Tom Woodland. “I don’t know who will start at any of 
the three positions,” Powers said. “But, we will have a good 
line.” 

But strong saety Kevin Potter is all that remains of an all-star 
secondary and the linebacking is considered only average. 
“but our line will keep the pressure off of them,” Powers said. 

Also helping will be a dramatic departure from the back- 
breaking schedule. The first three games are at Columbia 
against Army, Rice and Louisville. 

Kansas does not play its second road game until the sixth 
week of the season, by which time many expect the Jayhawks 
to be flying high behind Bell and Seurer. Fambrough thinks 
Bell “has a chance to be one of the finest backs to play in this 
conference.” 

With Bell suspended, Kansas tended to direct most of its 
praise at Seurer. But it was justified, Fambrough assured. “1 
believe he will be a tremendous passer,” Fambrough said. Al- 
though Seurer will not have the incomparable David Verser 
to catch his passes, Fambrough said sure-handed Russ Bastin 
and speedy Wayne Capers “are more than adequate recei- 
vers.” Fullback Walter Mack is competent. 

The key is a rebuilt offensive line. Guard David Lawrence is 
the only returning starter. “But | am not as worried about the 
offensive line as | was before spring practice,” Fambrough 
said. “The athletes we have there are better than those we lost 
and in time I think we will have a better offensive line.” 

Despite limited experience, KU’s defense is expected to be 
Continued on page 121. 
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No. 1 quarterback. The Sooners also did 
not determine who will play tight end or 
which of their best linebackers would 
start, or where end Mike Weddington 
will play -- or positively that he will play. 

All of which caused Switzer to call it 
“the poorest spring practice” since he 
joined Oklahoma’s staff as an assistantin 
1966. “We are going to have to do things 
in fall practice that we wanted to do in 
spring practice,’ Switzer said. ‘‘It 
doesn’t mean we are a poor team, but it 
means we will be behind.” 

With a history of sluggish starts and 
Southern California to play in the 
second game, being behind schedule is 
a sobering thought. 

These questions, though, are the kind 
most of Oklahoma’s rivals would relish 
having. Especially at quarterback. It is 
believed Phelps or Shepard will be an 
accomplished operative. 

Each must prove his ruggedness to 
withstand the kind of punishment 
inflicted on wishbone quarterbacks. 
And, whether a quarterback has the 
right chemistry for his team is never 
known until he plays and produces. It 
may have been easier for Steve Davis, 
Thomas Lott and J.C. Watts to break in 
with new units. The unit Phelps or 
Shepard takes over has eight members 
who started last year. It is the third year 
to start for five of them. 

But the ability of both Phelps or 
Shepard is unquestioned. 

Phelps, fourth-year junior from 
Oklahoma City, has 4.6 speed in the 40 
and tough, winning traits. At 180, he 
does not have the bulldog build of Jack 
Mildren, Davis, Lott or Watts. But none 
of his predecessors could get to the 
corner of a defense as fast as Phelps. He 
was redshirted last year because 
Oklahoma wanted him to start for two 
years. 

The truth is, Watts started in 1979 and 
1980 mainly because of an edge in 
passing, and Oklahoma’s intention to 
pass more. In the increasingly run- 
oriented wishbone that evolved, Phelps 
might have been more effective than 
Watts. 

Phelps’ passing, while improved, is 
ordinary. As a sophomore, he had a 
tendency to keep the ball when he 
should have pitched, and his pitchouts 
were wild. But that phase of his game is 
expected to be satisfactory. 

Shepard, a senior, has the same size, 
speed, and passing limitations as Phelps. 
In his first year after transferring from 
Houston, Shepard did not impress. But 
as he became familiar with the 
wishbone, Shepard climbed steadily on 
Switzer’s rating chart. 

Assured of improved speed at 
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quarterback, Oklahoma’s backfield 
“could be very good,” Switzer said. 
Rhymes erupted as a late-season star, 
solely because of his speed (4.4 or 4.5). In 
his starting debut, Rhymes scored ona 
55-yard run against Missouri and the 
following week knocked the props out 
from under Nebraska with a 43-yard run 
to set up the winning touchdown, which 
he scored. 

Rhymes averaged 7.7 yards per carry 
while breaking the OU rushing record 
for freshmen with 659 yards. He had a 
quality unfamilar among Oklahoma’s 
great wishbone running backs: he rarely 
fumbled. But because Rhymes did not 
block as OU requires its halfbacks to 
block, or run with authority inside, he 
drew only reserved praise from Switzer. 
After Rhymes gained to 215 in the 
spring, and improved his blocking, 
Switzer said, “Buster is no longer a 
freshman. He has a chance to be very 
good.” 

But Switzer called Wilson "our best 
back.” He said the 195-pound junior “is 
the quickest he’s been.” The other 
projected starter is halfback Chet 
Winters, whose injury last year opened 
the door for Rhymes to start. Winters, 
192, has less (4.7) than breakaway speed. 
But he is a tough inside runner and the 
backfield’s best blocker. 

Willis Mackey, transfer from 
Washington, has the potential to 
challenge Winter. Mackey has 4.5 
speed, fluid motion, and weighs 200. But 
he did not play or practice last year and 
spent spring practice trying to learn the 
wishbone. His blocking must develop. 
But by the end of spring practice he 
looked like the only active backup with 
acceptable ability. 

Fullback Weldon Ledbetter, 205, was 
suspended and Jerome Ledbetter, 191, 
was injured. After that the well was low, 
if not empty. Switzer counts on OU’s 
most heralded class of freshman 
running backs in several years to ease 
the problem. Alvin Ross, Fred Sims, 
Donald Brown, Steve Sewell, Kelvin 
White, and Ronald Mills will be given 
close looks, and lots of scrimmage time, 
in preseason. 

One of them might start at halfback. If 
two or more live up to their 
reputations -- each is in the 195-pound 
class with 4.6 or better speed -- 
Oklahoma might redshirt one or both of 
the Ledbetters (who are not related). 

"| hope they are as good as we think 
they are, and are tough enough to 
scrimmage without getting hurt,” 
Switzer said. "We need them for depth 
this year.” 

If preseason practice does not elimin- 
ate the problem, quarterback Rod 
Pegues, 190, might move to halfback. He 
expressed a desire to remain at QB. 


Split end Bobby Grayson, 170, smooth 
and fast, returns after sharing time with 
Steve Rhodes last year and leading the 
Sooners with 14 receptions. Jimmy 
Rockford,160, is viewed as a dependable 
alternate. Offensive coordinator Galen 
Hall had so much faith in Rockford (a 
freshman) last year that he was 
unshaken when it appeared both 
Rhodes and Grayson would miss the 
Orange Bowl. 

Oklahoma’s backs will have the luxury 
of running behind a line that is the 
strength of the team, according to 
Switzer. There is only one new face in 
the interior: tackle Lyndle Byford, 290. 
Byford was a starter in 1979 before a 
knee injury felled him. He regained his 
form as a much-used reserve last year. 
Assistant head coach Merv Johnson 
thinks Byford “will be one of our best 
players, maybe a great player.” 

Guard Terry Crouch, 275,is due to be 
the line’s leading collector of all-star 
honors. Crouch is deserving, but Switzer 
said, “| am notsure he is better than our 
other linemen. They’re all good. Guard 
Don Key, 250, and tackle Ed Culver, 275, 
start for the third year; center Bill 
Bechtold, 240, for the second year. 
Tackle Elbert Graham, 275, will 
challenge Culver. Steve Williams, 268, is 
an exceptional backup guard. 

The line may be pressed, however, to 
match its overall efficiency of last year, 
because of the hole left by Forrest 
Valora at tight end. A marvelous blocker 
and unmatched competitor, Valora 
played his position in 1980 better than 
anyone at OU. Switzer did not expect to 
have a comparable replacement. But 
spring ended without any replacement 
and the situation more clouded. 

Weddington, 230, was Valora’s 
backup two years ago, as a freshman, He 
started last year at defensive end and, on 
his request, was allowed to remain there 
at the start of spring practice. 

But after his younger brother Darrell, 
a halfback, became disillusioned and 
skipped practice, Weddington and 
Weldon Ledbetter did not report for 
two straight practices the second week 
of spring. When they objected to the 
disciplinary running ordered by Switzer, 
he suspended them indefinitely. 

M. Weddington and Ledbetter were 
academic all-conference selections, 
active in the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and highly regarded; the type 
all schools covet. They quickly asked to 
be reinstated. Switzer has a 
compassionate record in this area. 
Weddington and Ledbetter are 
expected to be back on the team when 
preseason practice opens. 

But where Weddington will play is 
uncertain. Oklahoma has more 
experienced depth at defensive end 


STEVE WHALEY (57) lunges to block a pass by 

Steve Smith of Kansas. 
than any position. In contrast, tight end 
became so desperate Paul Parker, 265- 
pound defensive tackle and considered 
a potential star as an offensive lineman, 
was given a trial the final week of spring 
practice. 

Hand injuries (which handicapped his 
ability to compete on defense) kept 
Parker from demonstrating any hint of 
his ability or inability to catch the ball. 
But he has exceptional possibilities as a 
blocker. He will probably open 
preseason at tight end, Switzer said. 

Johnny Fontenete backed up Valora 


last year, but weighs only 207. 
Weddington is perhaps the best 
prospect. Switzer thinks linebacker 


Mike Reilly could play tight end. Reilly is 
also a possibility at defensive end. 

The 220-pound fifth-year senior, 
dismissed early last year for an off-field 
fight but a leader after being allowed to 
return, is expendable at linebacker, 
because of sophomores Thomas Benson 
(218) and Jackie Shipp (221). They are fast 
(4.6), aggressive and fill out their 
uniforms superbly. At 6-3, each looks 
like a big George Cumby. 

Veteran, conservative linebacker 
coach Warren Harper resisted the 
temptation to rush them into the lineup 
last year. Slowly, and without pressure, 
Harper brought them along, physically 
and emotionally. By the end of spring 
practice Harper said, “they are the two 
best linebackes we’ve ever had come up 
at the same time. | think they will be 
outstanding.” 

Benson was thought to be slightly 


ahead of Shipp and has quicker 
reactions. But he was assigned Reilly’s 
strongside position. Shipp played 
weakside, where Jerry Sanders, 219, also 
had an impressive spring. Reilly could 
play weakside. If OU’s defense starts its 
11 best players, itis agreed a way must be 
found to get Reilly, Benson and Shipp 
into the lineup. 

If Weddington is moved to tight end, 
Reilly will probably move to defensive 
end, where he was recruited to play and 
which some coaches consider his best 
position. 

The defensive line will have a new 
look at tackle, following the loss of Keith 
Gary, first defensive lineman selected in 
the NFL draft, and all-conference and 
more consistent Richard Turner. 

But Bryan, 250, is expected to reel in 
some of the slack. He is the most 
promising sophomore lineman at 
Oklahoma since Lee Roy Selmon. He is 
called a Valora-type competitor, with 
4.8 speed. He had minor knee surgery in 
April. It would be a crippling blow if the 
knee prevented Bryan from playing. 
Scott Dawson (250), fifth-year senior, is 
scheduled to start at the other tackle. By 
his own admission, Dawson (4.9 in the 
40) gets by more on savvy than blue chip 
skills. But line coach Rex Norris said, “we 
can win with Scott Dawson.” 

Lewis, 240, also has 4.8 speed and is the 
Big Eight’s best nose guard, Norris 
thinks. He thinks backup John Blake, 
260, "might be the second best nose 
guard in the conference.” Lewis missed 
the last week of spring practice with a 
knee injury. It did not require surgery. 
Should Lewis be bothered by the knee 
in fall practice, he would probably be 
redshirted and Blake would start. In 
event Bryan is unable to play, Lewis 
would probably move to tackle. 

The Sooners have rarely had such an 
imposing class of inexperienced tackles 
from which to select backups. Bob 
Slater, 245 and witha frame to be 260, isa 
redshirt sophomore who moves like Phil 
Tabor. Tom Flemons, 240, is a true 
sophomore with all-star potential. Eric 
Pope, 255, is a second semester 
freshman with similar potential. 
Incoming freshman Greg Sims, 280, may 
be the best prospect of the group. 

Steve Whaley, 2I6, and Orlando 
Flanagan, 209 return at end. Flanagan, 
1980 junior college transfer, started 
when Weddington was injured and was 
impressive. He has 4.8 speed but appears 
quicker. Whaley, fifth-year senior, is the 
slowest of the ends but compensates 
with intelligence. 

Gary Gibbs, elevated to defensive 
coordinator, coaches the ends and 
thinks his corps needs Weddington or 
Reilly. “We’ve always needed three or 
four ends,” Gibbs said. Daryl Goodlow, 


215, is inexperienced but quick. John 
Truitt, 205, is considered a future. Dewey 
Williams, 208, is a possibility if his 
operated knees are fit. 

There are reservations about the 
secondary. Cornerback Darrell Songy, 
185, though only a junior, gets 
taskmaster Bobby Proctor’s vote as “the 
best practice player I’ve ever had. He is 
super.” No one else is established. But 
Proctor said free safety Steve Haworth 
and strong safety Gary Lowell, plus 
Songy, “give us three good starters.” 

Haworth, 178, was twice knocked out 
by shoulder injuries last year. But he has 
desirable range. Lowell, 188, improved 
his toughness. The other cornerback is 
up for grabs. Byron Paul, 192, the only 
experienced contender, missed spring 
practice because of a back problem. 

Brown Delozier, 181, finished spring 
practice as No. 1. But, Curtis Carter, 190, 
junior college transfer, has the best 
combnation of size and speed. 
Incoming freshmen loom as backups. 

“Overall,” Gibbs said, “we can 
probably run better than we have the 
last few years. We have some positions 
where we have to make decisions. But 
we are dealing with talent. If we come 
up with a few more defensive backs, | 
think we will have a good defense.” 

Michael Keeling returns to punt and 
place kick--if he is not dislodged. 
Switzer was not satisfied with Keeling 
last year (41.5 punting average, but a 
block that almost gave Florida State the 
Orange Bowl, and only three of eight 
field goal hits). Walkon Dwight Johnson 
showed promise as a place kicker. 

Johnson appeared to match Keeling 
in leg strength and be more accurate. 
Keeling figures to do the punting again, 
and perhaps more consistently if 
relieved of place kicking. 

OU does not have anyone who has 
returned a punt in college game. 
Delozier and Songy are the leading 
prospects. Rhymes, who had a 100-yard 
return against Kansas State, and J. 
Ledbetter, who had a 99-yard return 
against Colorado, and perhaps Pegues, 
who had a 95-yard return against the 
Alumni, provide dynamite punch on 
kickoff returns. Freshmen may also be 
considered. 

Switzer, entering his ninth season 
with a nation-leading record of 83-9-2, 
said: 

"| think we will have a good 
quarterback and a tight end who can 
play and good linebackers, whoever we 
start. But | am disappointed that we 
don’t know who our starters are (at 
these positions) going into preseason 
practice. But when we get settled, and if 
we don’t get our best players hurt, | 
think we have a chance to be like we’ve 
been.” 
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NO. PLAYER 


31 Anderson, Allen 
51 Bechtold, Bill 
38 Benson, Thomas 
85 Berryhill, Darin 
10 Bishop, Bobby 
90 Blake, John 
1 Bradley, Danny 
47 Breathett, Sherdeill 
30 Brown, Donald 
80 Bryan, Ricky 
69 Burks, Brent 
11. Byars, Ricki 
79 Byford, Lyndie 
5 Carter, Curtis 
89 Carter, David 
92 Casillas, Tony 
82 Clewis, Paul 
71 Coshow, Larry 
75 Crouch, Terry 
61 Culver, Ed 
78 Dawson, Scott 
24 Delozier, Brown 
59 Dillingham, David 
65 Dodd, Sidney 
17 Douglas, Rodney 
29 Downing, Dwayne 
33 Drane, Dwight 
74 Ferguson, Glenn 
55 Ferrer, Paul 
72 Fields, Troy 
53 Flanagan, Orlando 
93 Flemons, Tommy 
83 Fontenette, Johnny 
87 Gann, Mark 
46 Goodlow, Dary! 
77 Graham, Elbert 
42 Graves, Tyrone 
12 Grayson, Bobby 
21 Hall, Brian 
18 Hardin, Lawrence 
6 Haworth, Steve 
67 Hubble, Rocky 
62 Jones, Jim 
99 Keeling, Michael 
60 Key, Don 
20 Ledbetter, Jerome 
43 Ledbetter, Weldon 
70 Leggett, Scott 
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6-4 


CLASS 


. 


os 


HOMETOWN 


San Bernardino, CA 
Midwest City, OK 
Ardmore, OK 
Tulsa, OK 
Farmersville, TX 
Tulsa, OK 

Pine Bluff, AR 
Kankakee, IL 
Annapolis, MD 
Broken Arrow, OK 
Talala, OK 
LaPorte, TX 
Duncan, OK 
Weimer, TX 
Altus, OK 

Tulsa, OK 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Pauls Valley, OK 
Dallas, TX 
Tahlequah, OK 
Shawnee, OK 
Garland, TX 
Tulsa, OK 

Los Angeles. CA 
Lawton, OK 
Vinita, OK 
Miami, FL 
Owasso, OK 
Midwest City, OK 
Miami, FL 
Compton, CA 
Altus, OK 

St. Martinville, LA 
Lakewood, CO 
Maplewood, MO 
Greenville, TX 
LaPorte, TX 
Beggs, OK 
Houston, TX 
Orange, TX 
Durant, OK 
Medina, TX 
Turpin, OK 
Dallas, TX 
Pasadena, TX 
Muskogee, OK 
St. Louis, MO 
Muskogee, OK 


STANLEY WILSON 


DARRELL SONGY 


NO. PLAYER 


95 Lewis, Johnnie 
94 Littrell, Bill 
25 Lowell, Gary 
22 Mackey, Willis 
84 Martin, Randy 
37 Mills, Ronald 
39 Murphy, Kevin 
81 Newland, Scott 
96 Parker, Paul 
27 ~Paul, Byron 

14 Peques, Rod 

7 Phelps, Kelly 
50 Reilly, Mike 

4 Rhymes, George 

2 Rockford, Jim 
34 Ross, Alvin 
26 Royster, Mark 
45 Sanders, Jerry 
13 Sewell, Steve 

8 Shepard, Darrell 
49 Shipp, Jackie 
23 Sims, Fred 
97 Sims, Greg 
68 Slater, Bob 
66 Smith, Paul 

16 Songy, Darrell 
19 Stanberry, Keith 
64 Summers, Terry 
73 Thomas, Chuck 
44 Tims, Todd 
41 Truitt, John 
91 Tupper, Jeff 
52 Uhles, Ric 

3 Walker, Barrion 
28 Ward, Allen 

15 Watts, Elbert 
88 Weddington, Mike 
57 Whaley, Steve 
35 White, Kelvin 
54 Whiteley, Ron 
56 Williams, Dewey 
86 Williams, Jeff 
76 Williams, Steve 
98 Wilson, Danny 
32 Wilson, Stanley 
40 Winters, Chet 

9 Wood, David 
48 Young, Herbert 


DON KEY 


DARRELL SHEPARD 


BOBBY GRAYSON 


CLASS HOMETOWN 
Sr. Carol City, FL 


Fr. Marlow, OK 
Jr. Sherman, TX 
So. Luling, TX 
Fr. Roland, OK 
Fr. Altadena, CA 
Fr. Plano, TX 


So Jenks, OK 
So. Tulsa, OK 


Sr. Altus, OK 

Jr. Gainesville, TX 
Jr. Oklahoma City, OK 
Sr. Miami, FL 

So. Miami, FL 

So. Springfield, IL 
Fr. Aurora, IL 

So. Wichita, KS 

Jr. Garland, TX 

Fr. San Francisco, CA 
Sr. Odessa, TX 

So. Stillwater, OK 
Fr. Tucson, AZ 

Fr. Los Angeles, CA 
So. Tulsa, OK 

Fr. Sperry, OK 

Jr. New Orleans, LA 
Fr. Mt. Pleasant, TX 
So. Ada, OK 

So. Houston, TX 

Fr Altus, OK 

So. Carson, CA 

Fr Joplin, MO 

Fr. Norman, OK 


So. LaPorte, TX 
So. Bellville, TX 


Fr: Culver City, CA 
Jr. Temple, TX 

Sr. Cleveland, OK 
ar Lubbock, TX 


So. Edmond, OK 
Sr. Bartlesville, OK 


Sr. Lakewood, CO 

Jr. Lakewood, CO 

So. Sherman, TX 

Jr Carson, CA 

Jr. Jacksonville, AR 
Fr. Oklahoma City, OK 
Jr. Garland, TX 


BUSTER RHYMES 


na, Wa) (6-3, 215, So) 
Jerome ersi (acted 
(5-11, 187, 


STANLEY WILSON 
(5-11, 195, Jr) 
Weldon Ledbetter 
(6-0, 205, Jr) 


Kelly Phelps 
(5-11, 180, Jr) 
Darrell Shepard 
(5-11, 185, Sr) 


DON KEY 
(6-2, 250, Jr) 


LYNDLE BYFORD 


Paul Parker 
(6-5, 290, Sr) 


(6-3, 265, So) 
Johnny Fontenette 
(6-0, 205, Jr) 


(6-4, 240, Sr) 
Ron Whiteley 
(6-4, 230, So) 


Glenn Ferguson Steve Williams 
(6-5, 255, So) 


(6-2, 268, Jr) 


OS) & 
Vad Y 


JOHNNIE LEWIS 


& 
BILL BECHTOLD TERRY CROUCH 
(6-1, 275, Sr) 
Rocky Hubble 
(6-2, 234, Jr) 


ED CULVER 
(6-3, 275, Sr) 
Elbert Graham 
(6-4, 275, Jr) 


STEVE WHALEY 


ORLANDO FLANAGAN Scott Dawson Ricky Brya 
(6-2, 209, Sr) (6-2, 250, Sr) (6-1, 240, Sr) (6-5, 250, So) (6-3, 216, Sr) 
Tom Flemons John Blake Bob Slater Daryl Goodlow 


Mike Weddington 


(6-2, 230, Jr) (6-0, 260, Jr) 


(6-3, 240, So) 


Jackie Shipp 

(6-3, 221, So) 
Jerry Sanders 
(6-1, 219, Jr) 


DARRELL SONGY 
(6-0, 185, Jr) 
Brown Delozier 
(5-11, 178, So) 


NK 


3 


(6-4, 245, So) (6-2, 214, Jr) 


MIKE REILLY 
(6-3, 220, Sr) 
Thomas Benson 

(6-3, 218, So) 


Barrion Walker ¢ 
(5-11, 180, Se) 
Curtis Carter 
(6-0, 190, Jr) 


Steve Haworth 


Gary Lowell 

(6-0. 188, Jr) (5-11 178, Jr) 
Brian Hall Dwight Drane 

(6-2, 190, So) (6-1, 195, So) 


DEPTH CHART 


(CAPS indicate returning starters) 


Jim Rockford 


BOBBY GRAYSON 
(5-11, 170, Sr) 


(5-10, 160, So) 
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QUALITIES THAT 
REMIND YOU OF LEE ROY 


Ricky Bryan may become 
Oklahoma's next 
Outland Trophy Contender 


J By BILL CONNORS, 
. Sports Editor, Tulsa World 


to underscore the esteem with 
which Ricky Bryan is held by 
Oklahoma’s coaching staff. 

"| made a speech the third week of 
spring practice at Elk City,” Switzer said, 
“and a guy asked me who was our best 
freshman lineman. | said ‘Tommy 
Flemons.’ Another guy spoke up and 
said he thought Ricky Bryan was 
supposed to be our best freshman 
lineman. 

"| told him he was right. | didn’t 
overlook Ricky Bryan; | just don’t think 
of Ricky Bryan as being a freshman. He 
doesn’t look, act or play like a 
freshman.” 

As Oklahoma refurbishes its defense 
in pursuit of a 10th straight Big Eight 
Conference championship, it is obvious 
that the 1981 Sooners will have the 
luxury of drawing from an extraordinary 
reservoir of freshly-classified 
sophomores. 

The only sophomore to clinch a 
starting position on defense in spring 
practice was Bryan. The 6-5, 250-pound 
tackle from Coweta appears to be 
Oklahoma’s best defensive line 
prospect since Lee Roy Selmon. Only 
one year since they recruited him as a 
tight end/linebacker. OU coaches have 
few reservations about Bryan asa tackle. 

“| don’t know if he has superstar 
ability,” Switzer said. “He needs to 
improve his foot agility and get a little 
quicker. But if he lacks anything, he 
makes up for it by keeping his motor 
running full speed all the time. 

“He is probably the best practice 
player of any treshman we’ve ever had. 
His effort and habits are super.” 

Line coach Rex Norris said, “Ricky 
Bryan is going to be a superstar, no 
doubt about it. He doesn’t have any slow 
gears, and he’s not intimidated by 
anyone. He went against All-America 
guard, Terry Crouch, all spring and | 
think Crouch will tell you Ricky is 
quality. 

"| don’t like to get high on 


B: SWITZER TOLD THIS STORY 


sophomores. But | know Ricky will 
produce. Most good players work on 
their strengths; Ricky works on_ his 
weaknesses. He needs to improve his 
pass-rush, but he will. 

"| hate to compare anyone with Lee 
Roy Selmon. But Ricky has a quality that 
Lee Roy had. His personality changes 
when he gets down in a stance. Ricky’s 
this nice, sweet kid wearing glasses. But 
when he gets down in his stance he is 
ready to go to war. 

“We thought Phil Tabor was a good 
tackle. I’d say Ricky is as far along as 
Tabor was as a junior.” 

Before Switzer and Norris ever saw 
Bryan, offensive line coach Mervin 
Johnson suspected he would evoke 
such raves. Johnson recruited Bryan and 
spent many nights in the winter of 1980 
watching him play basketball. At the 
time the only question about Bryan in 
the minds of most recruiters was 
whether he would play tight end or 
linebacker. 

“If Barry ever sees Bryan play 
basketball, he will want to make a down 
lineman out of him,” Johnson said. 

Johnson’s perceptiveness was based 
on the aggressiveness and speed Bryan 
demonstrated in chasing rebounds and 
loose balls, plus an appreciation of 
Switzer’s passion for fast defensive 
linemen. Switzer admitted he did not 
share Johnson’s high regard for Bryan. 

"| never saw him except on film,” 
Switzer said. "Merv kept saying he was a 
great prospect, but | couldn’t see it. | 
thought he had a chance as a tight end, 
but nothing great. But once he got down 
here as a freshman, it didn’t take a 
genius to think he ought to be a 
defensive tackle. 

“Anybody 6-5 who is strong and runs 
like Ricky Bryan is going to win more 
games at defensive tackle than he will at 
tight end.” 

By then Switzer had seen and heard 
other things that made him realize 
Johnson had been correct about Bryan. 
Lou Holtz said Arkansas, which 
recruited some of the heralded 
prospects Oklahoma wanted, 
considered Bryan the best athlete on its 
list. Also, Bryan’s winning smile and 
model-player conduct impressed 
Switzer. 

Freshman orientation drills 
heightened Norris’ interest in Bryan. 
"He had the instincts,” Norris said. “But 
he remained at tight end until the third 
week of the season. Although he had 
never played in the interior line, Bryan 
was receptive to the change. 

“I came here expecting to play tight 
end,” he said. “It surprised me when 
coach Switzer said they wanted me to 
play tackle. But | figured | would havea 
better chance to make All-America at 
tackle. As soon as | moved to tackle | 
liked it.” 


Within a week Bryan’s quick 
adjustment had the coaches watering at 
the mouth over his long-term prospects. 
He soon was promoted over seasoned 
tackles to the second unit. 

All of which makes Switzer wince 
when he thinks how easily the Sooners 
might have lost Bryan to Oklahoma 
State. Bryan, raised on a 300-acre farm 
between Coweta and Broken Arrow, 
was active in Future Farmers of America. 
His FFA activity resulted in frequent 
visits to OSU’s campus. His first choice 
for a college major was agriculture. 

“Every time | called his house they 
would say Ricky was out walking his 
calf,” Switzer said. “I thought sure he 
would go to OSU.” 

Although attending OU precluded 
majoring in agriculture, Bryan remains 
deeply rooted to the farm and the values 
he learned from a father who 
supplements his income by driving a 
truck. 

The Bryans lived by a code that is in 
short supply in society and nearing 
extinction in the recruiting jungle. Even 
though it disappointed them, OU 
coaches respected Bryan when he 
insisted on keeping a commitment to 
visit Arkansas after he had narrowed his 
choice to OU and O-State. Why not 
cancel the Arkansas visit? 

“Because we promised Arkansas Ricky 
would visit and we honor our word,” the 
elder Bryan said. 

Bryan is so intent on maintaining his 
reputation for dependability he blushed 
with embarrassment and apologized for 
failing to keep an appointment to be 
interviewed. He forgot. 

“My dad would be ashamed of me,” 
Bryan said. “| owe everything to my dad. 
| wouldn’t do anything to embarrass 
him. He taught me nothing was more 
important than honoring my word.” 

This polite, obedient, yes-sir, no-sir 
nature, coupled with his farm 
upbringing, may give a misleading 
impression of Bryan. He is no hayseed. 
He had no more trouble with his 
business management and marketing 
courses than he did adjusting to 
defensive tackle. 

He made a 3.75 gradepoint (on a four- 
point scale) the first semester “with a 
schedule that wasn’t very tough” and 
carried a 3.5 average into spring 
examinations “with a lot tougher 
schedule.” 

Bryan is not awed by what is expected 
of him. No one has set higher goals for 
Bryan than himself. 

“| have three goals: To start as a 
sophomore; make All-Big Eight as a 
junior, and All-America as a senior.” 

He stressed, “| haven’t done a thing 
yet and until | do all | want to do is work 
hard to improve. | am learning things 
every day. But | need to learn a lot more 
to be the kind of player | want to be and 


the kind of player the coaches want me 
to be. 

“There is pressure when a lot is 
expected. But it always pleased me to 
get a compliment. | like it when the 
coaches say that my motor is never 
turned off. My dad always said ’never do 
anything halfway.’ | don’t want to ever 
let up.” 

Surprisingly, Bryan said his motivation 
was influenced in part by predictions he 
would not make it at Oklahoma. 

“You have to realize Coweta is a small 
town,” Bryan said. “Nobody from there 
has played major college football. Our 
farm is seven miles north of Coweta and 
seven or eight miles east of Broken 
Arrow. Our mailing address is Broken 
Arrow. The only reason | went to school 
in Coweta was when | was little the 
Coweta schoolbus stopped in front of 
our house and the Broken Arrow 
schoolbus stopped about a mile away. 

“I never heard people in Coweta say | 
couldn’t make it, but a lot of people 
around Coweta thought | couldn’t play 
at Oklahoma. That made me more 
determined. | told myself when I came 
here that | would make it, no matter 
what. | want to show those people.” 

Aside from the obvious passion Bryan 
brings to his position, weightlifting at 
OU has given him the kind of physique 
that should make the doubters around 
Coweta check their hole cards. 

“1 had not lifted weights much before 
| came here,” Bryan said. “As soon as | 
got here they made it clear | would lift a 
lot. | still need to get stronger. But | can 
bench press 345 pounds.” 

Bryan, who confesses to being slightly 
shorter than his listed 6-5, is 20 pounds 
heavier than when he reported as a 
freshman. Yet, his broad shoulders and 
streamlined midsection give the 
impression he could carry considerably 
more weight. 

“I think 250 is a good weight for me,” 
he said. "1 don’t want to risk losing any 
quickness--although I think | am 
quicker now than I was when | weighed 
230. | ran the 40 in 4.9 (seconds) in high 
school. But | think | can runa4.8 now (so 
does Norris).” 

Bryan planned to maintain his shape 
and fitness during the summer by 
working on a job in Tulsa “that won’t 
be too hard, but pays well,” he said. The 
hard work will come on off days and in 
the evenings after he gets off work. 

That is when he planned to make the 
30-mile drive to the family farm and join 
his brother Stevie, walkon tight end at 
OU who played at Northeastern A&M 
Junior College, “and help dad out with 
whatever needs to be done.” 

The tackle who may become 
Oklahoma’s next contender for the 
Outland Trophy is no longera freshman, 
but a part of him is still down on the 
farm. 


“Freshman Harvest” 


Only Notre Dame and Michigan 
had a better harvest in ‘81 


"Twas the night before Pledge Day A recruiter called up 
With a sales pitch to air 
He hung up in horror 
Barry Switzer was there. 


And through the Ross house 
Not a coach was campaigning 
Not even Gerry Faust. 

By AL CARTER, Daily Oklahoman 


IKE DUDLEY DO-RIGHT, Barry Switzer was determined 

to get his man that cold February night in Aurora, Ill. The 

movie projector at Alvin Ross’ home wasn’t turned off 
until Switzer and his No. 1 running back target had relived 
every recorded inch of Ross’ high school career. By then, it 
was 1 a.m. so Switzer camped out on the family sofa. 

Switzer has spent more comfortable nights. The phone did 
ring, it was acompeting recruiter and he did hang up abruptly 
when Switzer answered. “Coach Switzer kept having this 
dream,” Ross recalls. “He said he dreamed that he had pulled 
Sie plus on the phone, but while he was asleep somebody 
tried to sneak me out the back door.” 

It didn’t happen. And before national letter-of-intent 
signing day had ended, Switzer and associates had signed six 
running backs, three quarterbacks and had assembled a 
recruiting class labeled by Switzer “potentially as good as our 
Class of 75.” 

Potentially, it was a landmark year for Sooner recruiting. 
Enroute to an eighth straight Big Eight title last fall, OU saw its 
nest egg of running backs dry up. It was a predictable 
shortfall after the 1975 class that produced standout wishbone 
backs like Billy Sims and Kenny King, the Sooners over the 
next three years recruited only six backs who stuck with the 
program for any appreciable time. There were days last fall 
and spring when the Sooners couldn’t rustle up enough 
healthy backs to practice. 

Switzer and staff were determined to refuel in 1981. But 
where? With skill position prospects unusually scarce in 
Oklahoma and Texas, the Sooners’ usually trusty feed lots, a 
dramatic shift in tactics was needed. 

The Sooners decided to test their clout on the national 
recruiting scene, a risk because of limited manpower with 
which to protect a rich crop of in-state linemen and receivers. 
But what had been an experimental national approach was 
made operational and the Sooners scored heavily from 
California to Maryland. 

OU’s national recruiting gains were rare until 1979 when 
assistant coach Scott Hill one day took a shot in the dark. He 
called Banning, Calif., high school star Stanley Wilson and 
asked if he would be interested in playing for the Sooners. 
Wilson was not only interested, he jumped at the OU offer 
and this fall begins his third year in a Sooner uniform and 
third year as a starter. 

Three more Californians followed Wilson’s lead in 1980. In 
1981, the Sooners not only aimed both barrels at the West 
Coast but took potshots at star players in at least 20 states. The 
result was OU’s signing of 10 recruits from outside the 
traditional Oklahoma-Texas area. 

Texas provided only one of OU’s six running back signees, 
Lubbock’s Kelvin White, a question mark because of a senior- 
season knee injury. “He probably would have been the No. 1 
back in Texas if he hadn’t been injured,” Switzer says. 

In San Francisco, the Sooners signed versatile Steve Sewell, 
the most dangerous back in the same Catholic league that 
produced Dan Fouts and Lynn Swann. In Tucson, Ariz., OU 
waged a successful campaign with Texas, Nebraska and 
others to land prep All-America pick Fred Sims, a 2,000-yard 
rusher as a senior. In Pasadena, Calif., Hill signed dash star 
Ron Mills, a dividend from Hill’s having scouted a California 
state track meet the previous spring. And in Annapolis, Md., 
the Sooners unearthed Don Brown, an unknown on blue 
chip lists who became one of Switzer’s top targets after OU 
coaches took a peek at his game films. Brown gained over 
1,200 yards as a senior for a 5-5 team. 
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The top prize, however, was probably Ross, a Walter Payton 
admirer (and look-alike, some say) who was regarded as the 
top prospect in Illinois. “No. 34” rushed for 2,224 yards and 
scored 39 touchdowns his final two high school seasons. 

"He can catch and run and block,” Aurora West coach Jim 
Czocher says of Ross. “He’s just one of the best running backs 
there is.” 

"He’s just a great athlete,” Switzer says. “He played for a 
poor high school team and he never had any help. But hestill 
made things happen.” 

Quarterback was no less a priority. The Sooners signed 
three and were attempting in late April to add a fourth--Texas 
blue chipper Eric Robinson. A star hurdler, Robinson was 
waiting on possible track offers to decide if he would join 
Switzer’s already star-studded roster of recruits. Robinson 
and Lawton product Rodney Douglas would give the Sooners 
two exceptional quarterbacks from which to mold a future 
wishbone pilot. 

"We've been talking about ’Hootie’ (Douglas) for two 
years,” Switzer says. “We saw him in high sc ool and we 
thought he looked like Thomas Lott running the option.” 

Douglas and a dozen other Oklahoma prep stars, most of 
them beefy linemen, provided the foundation for OU’s 
recruiting haul. Again, the Sooners pulled off a near-sweep of 
the state’s blue-chippers, landing eight and losing two. Prep 
All-America running back Eddie Goodlow of Altus signed 
with Oklahoma State after a spat with OU coaches. And Clay 
Miller, an All-America lineman from Norman, chose 
Michigan after showing the Sooners a consistently cold 
shoulder. 

The list of linemen included Tulsa defensive star Tony 
Casillas, Muskogee tackle Scott Leggett and Sperry tackle 
Paul Smith. Casillas was wooed away from Texas at the last 
minute. Leggett and Smith were won in tight battles with 
Arkansas. Two all-star out-of-staters -- Los Angeles All- 
America Greg Sims and Joplin, Mo., standout Jeff Tupper -- 
further Spread OU’s cache of trench reenforcements. 

Sooner coaches expressed confidence in the future state of 
their receiving corps with the signing of three state blue 
chippers. Split ends David Carter of Altus and Paul Clewis of 
Oklahoma City were hotly pursued by Nebraska, but still 
stuck with the ground-happy Sooners. OU also landed one of 
the Midwest’s top tight end prospects in Jenks’ Darin 
Berryhill. 

The secondary was another heavy Sooner concern after last 
year’s promising crop was slow to develop as freshmen. New 
pledges left many experts boldly predicting freshmen in the 
OU defensive backfield next fall. In Lawrence Hardin and 
Keith Stanberry, the Sooners landed the two best defensive 
backs in Texas. In Hardin and Californian Elbert Watts, the 
Sooners landed two of the best in the country. 

“Hardin,” Switzer says, “is the most physical high school 
defensive back I’ve ever seen.” 

Besides the Wolverines’ heist of Miller, Switzer suffered 
two noteworthy losses: Mike Gann, an All-America lineman 
from Lakewood, Colo., signed with Notre Dame after signing 
a conference letter with the Sooners; and Ron Pitts, a 
heralded defensive back from Buffalo, N.Y., opted for ULCA 
after strong speculation that he would head for Norman. 

But even those setbacks failed to ruin the Pee of what 
Switzer says could be one of the Sooners’ best recruiting 
classes ever. If he’s right, the applicable verse for the rest of 
the Big Eight the next four years could be the one that ends: 
... and to all a good night. 
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improved. The line will be the biggest in the Big Eight and its 
biggest member, 280-pound nose guard Greg Smith, “should 
be outstanding,” Fambrough said. Sophomore twins Marky 
and Carky Alexander are premium prospects and “we have 
five linebackers who | wouldn’t hesitate to play,” Fambrough 
said. “| definitely feel our defense will be the strength of our 
team.” 

Another asset is Bucky Scribner, the league’s leading punt- 
er last year. 

Oklahoma State’s decision to change the emphasis of its of- 
fense to running was made reluctantly. Johnson said he pre- 
ferred “to pass from the offense we used two years ago and 
tried to use last year.” But the makeup of OSU’s backfield dic- 
tated a change. The Cowboys saw last year what inadequate 
passing could do to their wide-open scheme. And, they have 
three capable tailbacks in Ernest Anderson, Shawn Jones and 
Jim Evans, converted flanker with home run speed, OSU shop- 
ped at Villanova for a quarterback to back up Doerner. 

Also, a new offensive line is populated “with a bunch of 
slobber knockers,” Johnson said. “They are physical enough 
to play defense, and are much better at this style of play.” But 
the Cowboys won't abandon the pass, partly because of Ches- 
ley. “Il am not going to say he will be the best tight end in the 
Big Eight,” Johnson said. “But | will say after the rest of the 
teams play us they will know Chesley is the best tight end in 
the Big Eight.” 

Johnson said the secondary, led by free safety Chris 
Rockins, was “the best since we’ve been here,” nose guard 
Gary Lewis is the only established lineman. But if tackle Gary 
Chachere is able to play, following knee surgery,” we will 
have the best pass rush since I’ve been here,” Johnson said. 
Surprisingly, he said unsung but steady Butch Crites and Louis 
Blackwell “give us improved play at end.” He figures any short- 
comings by the linemen will be minimized by Young and 
Green. 

While most teams with maximum size squads did not think 
they had sufficient numbers to scrimmage much, Johnson put 
Oklahoma State--still critically thin from penalties for re- 
cruiting infractions--through 13 scrimmages in 18 spring prac- 
tices. He escaped with minimal injuries and with a team he 
thinks “will be much farther along than we were at the start of 
last year.” 

Colorado also had what Fairbanks called “a physically, de- 
manding spring” with two practices on Saturdays. He said, “I 


was very pleased with the way our squad reacted to a tough 
spring. We have a lot of young players who have not been 
here long enough to get a defeatist attitude. They also have 
not been here long enough to mature. But they are farther 
along than most sophomores, because we coached them last 
year as if they were starting.” 

Although Fairbanks said, we do not catch the ball as well as 
we throw it,” he thought moving the fleet Walter Stanley to 
wingback will “improve our ability to catch the ball and make 
big plays.” He predicted Hestera “will bea good player, may- 
be one of the good tight ends in the league.” If Charles Davis, 
oft-injured and oft-moved quarterback, starts at fullback, the 
backfield will be assured of quality. Essington and Singleton 
“have a lot of ability,” Fairbanks said. If tackle Brant Thurston 
mends from knee surgery, Fairbanks said, “we will have an 
experienced player at every position in the offensive line.” 

A plus for Colorado’s offensive line and the uplifting forthe 
entire program was the hiring of Buck Nystrom, the dynamo 
who produced championship lines for Colorado in 1961 and 
Fairbanks’ first team at Oklahoma in 1967. 

“It would be asking more than we have any right to expect 
to think our defense could catch up with our offense,” Fair- 
banks said. “We have an enormous amount of linebackers 
banks said. “We have an enormous amount of improvement 
to make on defense. But | think our young linebackers and 
secondary will be better. | don’t think we have enough 
muscle in the line.” 

Kansas State’s defensive outlook is similar to Colorado’s. 
“We are going to have to play with alot of people who are not 
yet Big Eight players,” Dickey said. “But, | think they have a 
chance to develop. It’s easier to develop a defense when in- 
experience is the problem. You've got to have experience on 
offense, and that’s why | am encouraged. 


“| know we will be better on offense because of our experi- 
ence. We have a good line. And more speed at the skill posi- 
tions.” Ernie Coleman, converted running back, and Eric 
Mack, switched from tight end, “give us a lot more speed at 
wide receiver,” Dickey said. “And our new running backs, 
like Mark Hundley, Nasi Toluso and losefatu Faraimo will also 
improve our speed.” 

Dickey did not predict a 1978-type success story. But he said 
the Wildcats “might as well aim for third place with every- 
one else.” 

He assumed the top two places were taken, as usual. @ 
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Oklahoma football you might think the reason the Husk- 

ers have had such great success over the past decade is be- 
cause they don’t have to compete against any other school in 
their state for “super” blue chippers every year. And you 
might think the reason for Oklahoma’s great wishbone suc- 
cess is because they hang on to all of the great backs coming 
out of the Sooner state. 

That is not the way it has been. Rarely do you hear about a 
Nebraska high school player who is sought by all of the major 
schools in the country. They are not on a lot of high school All- 
American lists. What the Huskers do is recruit good athletes, 
redshirt them, get them on one of the best weight programs 
in America and all of a sudden you have a college All-Ameri- 
can, and the only college program which has finished in the 
top 10 each of the past 11 years. 

Oklahoma’s success in the wishbone has been pheno- 
menal. That’s why Barry Switzer has the best coaching per- 
centage among active coaches. Norman has been a training 
ground for backs for the NFL. However, they have not been 
home grown. Go back to the inception of the wishbone in 
1970 and you'll discover only four backs--Grant Burget, 
Jimmy Littrell, Roy Bell and Leon Crosswhite--who were 
home grown starters at either fullback or halfback. Every year 
you hear of a highly touted back from the state, but they have 
a habit of disappearing. Barry Switzer still has high hopes for 
Muskogee, Okla. sophomore Jerome Ledbetter, however. 

1981 promises to be a different story in both Nebraska and 
Oklahoma. "This is a great year as far as high school talent 
goes in Nebraska,” enthused Husker recruiting coordinator 
Jerry Pettibone. “I’d say there are five or six blue-chippers. 
Some years there may be only dark reds instead of the super 
blues like this year. “There will be a lot of schools from all of 
the country visiting the state. The word is already out on a 
couple of players. Of course, we want to get everyone in the 
state, but there’s been times when we've had losses in 
Omaha.” 

It’s hard to believe Nebraska gets hurt too much in it’s own 
state--particularly Omaha which is just 50 miles away from the 
Lincoln campus. Pettibone won his point when he talked 
about troubles in Omaha. “Remember Gale Sayers (Kansas 
All-American). He was from Omaha.” Of course, that was 
over 15 years ago. 

The Huskers may have problems keeping “foreign” schools 
out of Omaha, but it’s hard to find a college program which 
compares with Nebraska. Three of the top players in the state 
are in the area, including one of the most intriguing line- 
backer prizes in the country in Larry Station of Omaha Cen- 
tral. 

Please remember the name Larry Station, you're certainly 
going to hear it again. Station could name his schol if he want- 
ed a track scholarship. As a junior he threw the discus 196 feet- 
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that was the second best toss in the nation. And Larry Station 
shouldn’t have any troubles finding a place for his football tal- 
ent. He’s 6-1, 215 pounds and runs a 4.6 40. He also dead lifts 
600 pounds. "He also is a great tennis player,” but we don’t 
allow him to play that sport,” laughed Central coach William 
Reed. "He will be a great college linebacker. You couldn’task 
for anyting more.” 

Station’s teammate, quarterback Pernell Gatson, is also 
creating quite a stir. Gatson is a 5-11, 170 pounder who runs a 
4.5 40. He was a state wrestling champion at 155 pounds. “He 
has great quickness and great balance. He could be a running 
back in college, but he’s much too good a quarterback to 
waste at another position,” Reed said. “He is some kind of op- 
tion quarterback.” 

Another interesting speciman, of the Station mold, is Stan 
Parker of Bellview East. Nebraska has a host of top discus 
throwers, and Parker is one of them. His toss of 191 feet 
ranked in the top 10 in the nation. Parker will be one of the 
most imposing high school tight ends in the country. He’s 6-5, 
235 and runs a 4.9 40. “He can be as good as he wants to be,” 
said one coach. “He just has to work harder than he has. | 
don’t know if he realizes the potential he has.” 

Another great discus thrower-football prospect is Mike 
Schnebel of Freemount, Neb. Schnebel, a 6-4, 220 pound 
tackle with 4.9 speed in the 40, tossed the discus 190 feet. He 
could either go on offense or defense. 

Another standout is Schnebel’s teammate, Brian Siebler, a 6- 
0, 185-pound back with 4.6 speed. As a sophomore Siebler 
was at flanker and caught over 600 yards in passes. Last year 
he was a running back and galloped for 960 yards. 

Drawing attention is Billy McGuire from Creighton Prep’s 
state championship team. McGuire is 6-3, 210 and runs a 4.9 
40. "He’s an excellent prospect as a linebacker,” said Creigh- 
ton coach Tom Jaworski. “He’s a good hitter and has a good 
nose for the ball. | also think he’s a major college baseball 
prospect. He was a catcher on our state championship base- 
ball team and | don’t think he gave up an earned run as a 
pitcher.” 

Now, let’s get back to the state of Oklahoma and the case of 
the running back. Most years the highly-touted ones in the 
Sooner state vanish once they get to college. Rodney Tate is 
scheduled to start for Texas and Goodlow may finda home in 
Stillwater, but these have been the exception. Nevertheless, 
Barry Switzer and Jimmy Johnson are licking their chops wait- 
ing to get at the 1981 crop of running backs that some believe 
will rate as the best in the midwest. 

Just mention the name of Spencer Tillman. You'll quickly 
hear adjectives like, “great” and “super”. This Tulsa Edison 
standout is definitely can’s miss, according to all recruiters. 
"He has a chance to truly be a great one,” said OU assistant 
head coach Merv Johnson. Tillman should be one of the most 
touted running backs in the country. This 5-11, 185-pounder 


with 4.5 speed rushed for 1,597 yards in nine games asa junior 
for a 6.3 average. In a game against Enid he gained 276 yards 
on 17 carries. He’s a jitterbug type runner, ala former Okla- 
homa greats Greg Pruitt and Joe Washington. 

But the state of Oklahoma has a lot more than Tillman to 
offer. Harry Roberts, a 6-2, 185 pounder (4.6) from Muskogee, 
was talked about quite a bit as a junior. Roberts gained 1,416 
yards on 234 carries, despite being plagued by injuries. 

Then there is Charles Crawford of Bristow. He transferred 
to that town and the football staff was delighted. Crawford 
has everything going--size (6-2, 204) and speed (4.5). He was 
worked into the offense slowly as a running back and excel- 
led in the defensive back field. He’ll hold the attention of 
recruiters. 

There’re some more who will keep recruiters busy. Eddie 
Boyd, 6-1, 180, 4.5 of Cushing, was busy as a junior by rushing 
for 1,811 yards in 12 games. And let’s not forget about Ken 
Zachary, the state’s 100 and 220 yard dash champion. Zachary, 
who runs the 100 in 9.4, was a disappointment as a halfback 
last year. Sapulpa coaches say they’ll move him to splitendto 
let his speed do a number on defensive backs. 

The line crop in Oklahoma is not as glittering as it has been 
the past couple of years. The best of the preseason crop ap- 
pear to be Doug Rawlinson (6-6, 270) of Tulsa East Central, 
David Alexander (6-3, 220) of Broken Arrow, Bob Reed (6-4, 
250) of Pauls Valley and Craig Miles (6-4, 220) of Altus. Raw- 
linson has a chance to become one of the top offensive line 
prospects in the country because of his size and athletic 
ability. 

Jimmy Johnson will be watching a linebacker named Brent 
Johnson at Stillwater. Brent is 6-0, 195 and is one of the top 
linebackers in the state. He also happens to be the son of the 
Oklahoma State coach. "I would say it looks like it will be a 
very good year in the state of Oklahoma,” sums Jimmy 
Johnson. 

Now let's move west to Colorado. The Buffaloes have suffer- 
ed some blows on the recruiting scene the past couple of 
years in their own backyard. Chuck Fairbanks vows to put a 
stop to this. There are some blue chippers he just can’t let get 
away. 

A running back who is already being compared to former 
Oklahoma State great Terry Miller is Daryl Clack of Colorado 
Springs, the same town Miller is from. “I'd say Daryl is the 
same type of runner Terry Miller is, but he’s a better athlete.” 
A better athlete than Terry Miller? When Taylor points out 
Clack captures state championships in the 100, 200 and 400 
meters you start to believe. He also was on astate relay cham- 
pionship team, and rushed for 1,260 yards as a junior. He puts 
fear into defenders when he runs punts and kickoffs back. 

Sam Parano turns outa blue chipper every year. This season 
will be no exception. Most recruiters will tell you the top pre- 
season player in Colorado happens to be linebacker Barry 
Remington of Pagano’s Boulder Fairview. Remington has 
everyone raving because he’s 6-4, 245 and runs a 4.9 40. “He 
has all the tools it takes to be a very good college player,” 
said Colorado assistant Pete Levine. “He has the size and he 
runs well.” Remington has improved his speed by working 
religiously at jumping rope. He’s already heard from the likes 
of USC, UCLA, Colorado, Stanford, Michigan, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. The Buffaloes may have a tough time keeping Rem- 
ington from heading to the west coast. 

There are some good-looking linebackers in Colorado, 
other than Remington. Stein Koss (6-4, 215, 4.7) from 
Durango, Bob Jansen (6-2, 220, 4.8) from Pueblo South and 
Tim Lancelot (6-1, 208, 4.7) from Wheatridge are outstanding 
prospects. There is no line prize like last year’s No. 1 pros- 
pect, Mike Gann. Eric Cyloe (6-2, 240) of Longmont has been 
talked about quite a bit during the spring and summer. 

One back who hasn’t been given a lot of attention is Pat 
Ballage (6-2, 187, 4.55) of Pueblo South. The reason is Ballage 
played only three games as a junior because of an injury. He 


was on his way to a banner campaign. He had gained 482 yards 
in three games. 

"Right now there are five or six players that everyone 
knows about in the state,” said Levine. "They'll be afew more 
that pop up.” 

There's going to be a lot more traffic among college recruit- 
ers in Kansas this year. On paper, it appears to be a very 
fruitful harvest. “I think there could be 20 major college pros- 
pects in the state,” said one recruiter. 

The Kansas City area will be very busy. There are a host of 
players who have been asked by colleges for film. One of 
these is Robert Mimbs of Wyandotte. Mimbs is a 6-1, 175 
pounder. As a sophomore he ran 9.8 100. “He’s not only a 
good football player, but he’s a great athlete,” said Wyan- 
dotte coach Dennis Kurus, who has the pleasure of watching 
Mimbs romp for 1,020 yards as ajunior and a9.7 yard per carry 
average. “He's a great prospect because he could also play cor- 
nerback on defense. He has super speed and knows how to 
use it.” Nebraska, Kansas, Arkansas, Kansas State, Missouri 
and Oklahoma are some of the schools who have already 
made contact. 

In the same town is a player named Darnell Williams at 
Sumner Academy. Last year June James was the linebacking 
rage in the Kansas City area. This time Williams should be the 
rage. This 6-3, 210 pounder (4.6), who also stars at tight end, 
led the state in tossing the javelin--185 feet. “I’ve had some 
players who went on to be All-Americans in college, and Dar- 
nell Williams is in the same class,” said Sumner coach Richard 
Gleichman. “He has great quickness and super lateral move- 
ment. He'll stack you up on defense. He loves to hit. He could 
also be a tight end in college.” All Big Eight schools have al- 
ready contacted Williams, with numerous Pac 10 schools, 
Arkansas, Notre Dame and lowa also knocking on the door, 

Before we can move out of Kansas City, we can’t forget split 
end Richard Estell at Harmon. Estell made life miserable for 
defensive backs during his junior year when he caught 42 
passes for 897 yards and 12 TD’s. “He’s as good as I’ve seen in 
13 years,” said Harmon coach Troy Hodges. "I’ve had players 
at several Big Eight schools and he’s a better prospect than 
they were. He has great leaping ability and great hands.” Estell 
is 6-3, 187 (4.6). 

Down the road in Lawrence, Kansas coach Don Fambrough 
would just as soon people stayed away from Lawrence High 
School. Two of the best prospects in the state--running back 
Jan Demby (5-11, 175, 4.5) and tackle Dane Griffin (6-3, 209, 
4.7)--are there. Griffin will be a college linebacker. 

One recruiter listed running back Todd Moody of Ashland, 
Kan., as the No. 1 prize. He has his reasons. Moody has dis- 
played his athletic ability by winning the state intermediate 
hurdles title and being named to the all-state basketball team. 
All that this 6-2, 185 pounder with 4.7 speed did asa junior was 
rush for 1,885 yards on 201 carries. That’s better than nine 
yards a whack! He’s also been a starting linebacker for two 
years. Moody is undecided as to whether he wants to pursuea 
football or basketball career. 

Another running back in Kansas who has everything going 
for him is James Ricketts of Derby. Folks like Nebraska, Notre 
Dame, UCLA, Oklahoma, Kansas and Kansas State have en- 
quired. They seem very interested in this 6-2, 185 pounder 
with jet-like speed in the 40, They’ve heard reports about 
Ricketts’ sophomore and junior campaigns when he rushed 
for over 1,000 yards both seasons. Derby coach Tom McVay 
also had the pleasure of coaching former Kansas standout Bill 
Campbell, now with the Philadelphia Eagles. "| feel he canbe 
as good as Campfield,” McVay said. “He hasso much talent he 
can be a great one. He could also be a great defensive player 
but I’m reluctant to play him there because I’m afraid he'll get 
hurt. He could also be a great pass receiver.” 

One of the strongest players in Kansas is Chip Schuler of 
Independence. The rap against Schuler is his height 6-0. But 
scouts say he would fit in nicely as an offensive guard. Schuler 
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TIGHT END 


STAN PARKER, Bellview East, 
NE (6-5, 235, 4.9) Great physi- 
cal speciman. One of the best 
discus throwers in the coun- 
try in high school ranks. His 
191 ft. toss was one of the 10 
best in the land. Also, a state 
heavyweight wrestling runn- 
erup as a junior. Plays tackle 
on defense. An imposing tar- 
get at tight end. A fierce block- 
er who intimidates oppon- 
ents. “Can be just as good as 
he wants to be,” said one re- 
cruiter. 


MILT JACKSON, Fairfield, 1A 
(6-0, 175, 4.6) Had eye-popp- 
ing stats as a junior-- caught 
31 passes for 793 yds. for a 
glittering 25.1 yd. average. Al- 
so had 14 receptions. Stand- 
out track performer who runs 
the 400 meters in 50.2. The top 
prospect in lowa. Sports a 3.9 
grade average. All-State bas- 
ketball performer. “He is a 
super,” said coach Pearl 
Smith. “He does about every- 
thing you ask. He even punt- 
ed for us.” 


TACKLE 


DOUG RAWLINSON, Tulsa E. 
Central (6-6, 270, 5.2) Should 
be the top heavyweight wrestl- 
ing prospect in the nation. 
Was 37-0 as a junior and pinn- 
ed everyone who wrestled 
him. “Wrestling has done 
more for him than anything 
else,” said coach Moe Hogan. 
"He took a lot of abuse be- 
cause of his size and that 
made him a little violent. 
When | saw Doug as a sopho- 
more | thought he was a bet- 
ter prospect than Mike Fann- 
ing.” 


QUARTERBACK 


PERNELL GATSON, Omaha 
Central (5-11, 170, 4.5) Ideal 
option quarterback. Uses his 
speed to make things happen 
on the corner. Was a state 
wrestling champ. “He has a 
rare combination of quick- 
ness and balance. Not only is 
he an outstanding runner, but 
he does a very good job throw- 
ing the ball,” said coach Wil- 
liam Reed. He and teammate 
Larry Station were the only 
juniors on the Nebraska All- 
State team. Rushed for over 
650 yards. 
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CHIP SCHULER, Independen- 
ce, KS (6-0%, 251, 5.0) Extre- 
mely strong in the upper 
body. Bench presses 385 Ibs. 
Was second in the state wrestl- 
ing tournament at heavywei- 
ght. Played both offense and 
defense, but college coaches 
think offensive guard will be 
his position. “He’s so massive 
and strong, it’s tough to try to 
move him out,” said high 
school coach Bob Horner. 
“He has a 19% neck. He’s a 
great college prospect.” 


RUNNING BACK 


a e 

SPENCER TILLMAN, Tulsa Edi- 
son (5-11, 185, 4.5) One of the 
top running back prospects in 
the country. The best in Okla- 
homa in a while. One recruit- 
er said, ”He’s inaclass by him- 
self.” Rushed for 1,597 yds. in 
just nine games. Had a 6.3 yd. 
per carry average. Scored 11 
TD’s. Gained 276 yds. against 
Enid. Not only is he a strong 
runner but he has jitter-bug 
moves that can embarrass de- 
fensive backs. Will be recruit- 
ed by most of the biggees a- 
round the country. 


CENTER 


BOB REED, Pauls Valley, OK 
(6-4, 255, 5.1) A 2-way starter. 
Has been an offensive regular 
since his sophomore season. 
What’s impressive is the fact 
that Reed will not be 17 until 
August. “He has tremendous 
growth potential,” said Pauls 
Valley coach Bob. Holladay. 
“He’s really starting to mature 
physically. He makes up for 
some mistakes with his physi- 
cal ability. He’s really an out- 
standing one on one blocker. 
He has the potential to be an 
outstanding college lineman. 


RUNNING BACK 


* 


JAMES RICKETTS, Derby, KS 
(6-2, 185. 4.45) Rushed for o- 
ver 1,000 yds. as both a sopho- 
more and junior. Excels in 
track and basketball. Gained 
1,240 yds. a year ago. Derby 
coach Tom McVay compares 
him with former pupil Bill 
Campfield, now a Phila- 
delphia Eagle back. “James 
has as much talent as Billy. He 
has very good strength, and 
he’s more than a speed back. 
We also would like to throw 
the ball to him because he has 
a great set of hands.” 


GUARD 


ROB MAGGARD, Olathe, KS 
(6-3, 242, 5.1) Excels in both 
baseball and basketball. Ben- 
ch presses 270 Ibs. A 2-way 
starter. “When he was on de- 
fense people just tried to run 
away from him,” said coach 
Bud Wheeler. “I think his 
speed will improve once he 
can concentrate on football. 
He’s very agile.” Recruiters 
are saying Maggard is a better 
prospect than Olathe tight 
end of a year ago, Bryan Har- 
rellson, who signed with 
Kansas. 


RUNNING BACK 


~~ 

DARYL CLACK, Colorado Sp- 
rings Widefield (5-11, 185, 
4.45) Unbelievable athlete. 
Captured state track crowns 
in the 100, 200 and 400 meters 
and was on the winning mile 
relay team. Rushed for 1,260 
yds. as a junior. "We had to 
play against Terry Miller in 
high school and I think Daryl 
is a better athlete than Mil- 
ler,” said Clack’s high school 
coach Bob Taylor. “And he’s 
the same type of runner Terry 
was. He runs very strong in- 
side but he knows how to use 
his speed.” 


TACKLE 


TIM HEBRON, St. Louis Vian- 
ney (6-5, 255, 5.3) Best of the 
big line prizes in the St. Louis 
area. Played defense last sea- 
son, but will go both ways this 
year. “Recruiters say he’s an 
outstanding college pros- 
pect,” said Vianney coach 
Don Heeb. “They’ve been 
beating down the doors try- 
ing to getinformation on him. 
He’s definitely one of the top 
linemen in Missouri this 
year,” said another recruiter. 


RUNNING BACK 


Sa eae 


THOMAS ROOKS, St. Louis 
Lutheran (6-2, 205, 4.7) Most 
recruiters agree the best back 
in preseason ratings in St. Lou- 
is. Gained 1,235 yds. as a jun- 
ior and scored 17 TD’s. “| have- 
n’t had anybody to compare 
with him,” said coach Mike 
Russell. “He has everything 
you want in a_ back--size, 
speed and strength.” Is a 
powerful back who is extre- 
mely tough to bring down in 
the open field. Could also be 
a standout linebacker. 


THE BIG EIGHT 125 


DEFENSIVE TEAM 


The elite of the “Friday Night Heroes” 


Second Team 


DANE GRIFFIN 


Lawrence, KS (6-3, 209, 4.7) 


LARRY KERR 


Washington, IA (6-5, 250 5.1) 


ERIC COYLE 


Longmont, CO (6-2, 240, 5.0) 


DAVID ALEXANDER 


Broken Arrow, OK (6-3, 220, 5.0) 


BILLY McGUIRE 


Omaha Creighton Prep, NE (6-3, 210, 4.9) 


TIM LANCELOT 


Wheatridge, CO (6-1, 208, 4.8) 


BOB JANSEN 


Pueblo South, CO (6-2, 220, 4.8) 


GEORGE DAVIS 


Des Moines Dowling, IA (6-1, 215, 4.7) 


ROBBIE MINOR 


Hazelwood East, St. Louis (6-1, 185, 4.5) 


BRIAN REFFNER 


Hutchison, KS (6-1, 215, 4.7) 


KEVIN ANDREWS 


Tulsa Kelley, OK (6-4, 195, 4.7) © 
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LINEBACKER 


& 


LARRY STATION, Omaha 
Central (6-1, 215, 4.6) Should 
be one of the top linebacking 
prospects in the country. One 
of the best to come out of Ne- 
braska in some time. Had the 
second best discus toss in the 
nation--106 feet. Deadlifts 600 
Ibs. “He'll rival anyone in the 
country,” said coach William 
Reed. Averaged nine solo 
tackles a game. Everyone al- 
ready has invaded Nebraska 
to recruit this gem. 


LINEBACKER 


STEIN KOSS, Durango, CO (6- 
3, 205, 4.7) Very talented quar- 
terback, who has a better fut- 
ure at linebacker because of 
speed and hitting ability. 
Named the outstanding jun- 
ior last year at the Mile High 
Clinic in CO. The leading tack- 
ler on the team. “He’s an ex- 
ceptional talent,” said skipper 
Rocky Whitworth. Made all- 
state in football and basket- 
ball as a junior. “He can be a 
super,” said Boulder coach 
Sam Pagano. 


DEFENSIVE END 


TIM WEBER, St. Louis DeSmet 
(6-2, 220, 4.8) Plays both ways. 
Scholar-athlete deluxe. Rank- 
ed No. 1in his class. “He’s get- 
ting bigger and stronger,” 
said coach Bob Christian. 
”He’s going to be a super col- 
lege player. He does every- 
thing well.” Is being compar- 
ed with former DeSmet All- 
American linebacker Tom 
Suntrup. “He’s the best player 
I’ve had since Suntrup,” ad- 
mits Christian. “He has that 
kind of ability.” 


LINEBACKER 


‘me A 

DARNELL WILLIAMS, Kansas 
City Sumner (6-3, 210, 4.6) Re- 
cruiters say could also be a 
tight end, but figure defen- 
sive linebacker is where he'll 
make his mark. “I think he'll 
be a great one,” said coach 
Richard Gleichman. “I’ve 
been around a couple of col- 
lege All-Americans and all- 
Big Eight players and physical- 
ly Darnell fits into the same 
category. He has great quick- 
ness and lateral movement 
and likes to stick you.” Had 80 
tackles and one interception 

junior. 


TACKLE 


GERALD NICHOLS, St. Louis 
Hazelwood East (6-3, 235, 4.9) 
“He’s a killer,” described one 
recruiter. “Just turn him loose 
and watch him knock some 
heads.” An excellent wrestler 
who lost only twice during his 
junior campaign. “He could 
play a lot of places in college 
because of his speed,” points 
out coach Rich Gorzynski. 
“He runs a 10.5 100 yard dash. 
He could be an inside line- 
backer.” The most touted Mis- 
souri lineman. 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


re —— 


TODD MOODY, Ashland, KS 
(6-2, 185, 4.7) Gained 1,885 
yards on 201 carries. Also, a 
starting linebacker for 2 years, 
but if played defense in col- 
lege, cornerback would be 
his spot. Was all-state basket- 
ball selection and best in the 
state in intermediate hurdles. 
“He’s not sure whether he 
wants to play football or bas- 
ketball in college,” said coach 
Larry Rich. “With his athletic 
ability, he could be a differ- 
ence maker.” 


TACKLE 


MIKE SCHNEBEL, Freemont, 
NE (6-4, 220, 4.9) One of the 
top discus throwers in the na- 
tion. His 190 foot toss ranked 
10th in thé country. Threw the 
shot 57-0. “He has the poten- 
tial to be All-Big 8 in college,” 
said coach Jerry Gdowski. 
“He’s the best lineman I’ve 
had at the school in 13 years. 
He’s quick and strong. He has 
very good legs. An A-student. 


®, 


DEFENSIVE BACK 
Niile : ¥ i 


ee 
ROBERT MIMBS, Kansas City 
Wyandotte (6-1, 175, 4.5) 
Rushed for over 1,000 yards 
and averaged over 9 yards a 
carry. He couldn’t be stop- 
ped on power sweep from the 
|-formation. “He’s also prob- 
ably the best kid we had on de- 
fense,” said coach Dennis 
Kurus. “He played the corner 
on the split end. Has runa 22.3 
220. "1 don’t know of anyone a- 
round whois faster,” continu- 
ed Kurus. “Not only is he a 
good football player, but he’s 
a great athlete.” 


ane 
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TACKLE 


J 

SCOTT BRANDT, Clearlake, 
IA (6-5, 248, 5.0) “When the 
lights go on wesend him onto 
the field. When they go off we 
bring him in,” summed up 
Clearwater coach Dennis 
Pelisek. Offenses tried:to run 
away from him during an out- 
standing junior campaign. Is e- 
qually effective on offense 
and defense. “He’s a hard- 
nosed player,” continued 
Pelisek. “We had an all-state 
guard and he couldn’t block 
him one on one.” 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


HARRY ROBERTS, Musko- 
gee, OK (6-2, 185, 4.6) Regard- 
ed as second best back in OK 
behind Spencer Tillman. That 
shouldn’t be embarrassing. 
Rushed for 1,416 yards on 234 
carries and 16 TD’s, despite 
missing 2 games. Could play 
either offense or defense in 
college. He’s a slashing-type 
runner on offense. “Some 
have knocked him because 
he’s been hurt,” said one re- 
cruiter. “I don’t think that’s 
going to stop people from 
coming after him.” 


ed 


DEFENSIVE END 


BARRY REMINGTON, Bould- 
er Fairview (6-4, 225, 4.9) An- 
other from Sam Pagano’s Boul- 
der football factory. The best 
in Colorado this year. Plays 
guard on offense and line- 
backer on defense, but could 
switch to defensive end in col- 
lege. Made all-tournament 
team in basketball on state 
championship club. "Some 
say he’ll be a noseguard in col- 
lege,” said Pagano. “He’s a 
great competitor. He loves to 
compete. He’s really impro- 
ved his speed.” 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


JAN DEMBY, Lawrence, KS 
(5-11, 175, 4.5) Averaged 7.2 
yards on offense. “But he’s as 
good on defense in the secon- 
dary as he is on offense,” says 
coach Bill Freeman. Returned 
four punts for TD’s and one 
kickoff. Excels in both track 
and basketball. His athletic a- 
bility can be attested to the 
fact that he has a 39 inch verti- 
cal leap. "He has all the attri- 
butes it takes to be a great 
player,” said Freeman. 
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SCHOOLBOY SUPERSTARS 


Continued from 123. 
moves his 251 pound frame in 5.0 in the 40. His greatest asset is 
upper body strength. He bench presses 385 pounds. 

Last year Olathe had tight end Bryan Harrelson on the 
schoolboy super-star team. Some recruiters are saying Rob 
Maggard is a better prospect. “I’ve just watched film of him 
and he can be a great one,” said one recruiter. “Right now, 
Rob runs a 5.1 40, but I think that would be faster except he’s 
involved in three sports. When he just concentrats on foot- 
ball, that time will come down,” said coach Bud Wheeler. 
”People ran away from him when he was on defense.” Olathe 
running back Charlie Cartwright could also make a college 
happy. Cartwright is 5-10, 190 pounds. He has that good athle- 
tic ability. Folks in Olathe will tell you how he can dunk a bas- 
ketball flat-footed. 

Two interesting linemen at Emporia are Pat Falley (6-5, 240, 
5.2) and Tim Dorsey (6-2, 220, 5.2). And quarterback Brian 
Reffner, an outstanding high urdler, from Hutchison, should 
be followed because of his athletic ability. 

And now into lowa. When you ask recruiters who is the top 
prospect in this state, receiver Milt Jackson of Fairfield is the 
usual answer. He may draw as much national attention as last 
year’s No. 1 prize Treye Jackson of Newton. Jackson is a 6-0, 
175 pound split receiver. “Everyone has already heard of Milt 
Jackson,” said lowa State coach Donnie Duncan. “I’m sure 
there will be quite a few major schools from around the coun- 
try recruiting him. All that Jackson did as a junior was average 
25.6 yards per catch on 31 receptions. 

The second best prospect may be quarterback Tim Moses 
of Waterloo East. However, Moses has grade problems and 
may not be a major college qualifier. "That would be a 
shame,” said one recruiter. “He’s a great prospect. He can do 
it all.” Moses is 5-11, 170 and runs the 40 in 4.5. 

There appear to be some very good linemen lingering in 
lowa. The most talked about are Scott Brandt of Clearlake (6- 
6, 255), Todd Kreiger (6-5, 250) of Mason City, Dave Cronston 
(6-6, 250) of Sioux City East and Larry Kerr (6-5, 250) of 
Washington. 

Kerr has some recruiters bewildered. “He could be a great 
one, but he just doesn’t work very hard and yo have to have 
doubts because of that,” said one recruiter. “Maybe he'll 
realize his potential as a junior. Schools have to watch him 
because of his size. “We’re thinking about playing him at full- 
back on offense because of his athletic ability,” said Washing- 
ton coach Dale Harder. Kerr, who runs the 40 in 5.l, finished 
second in the state in the super heavyweight division. “He can 
do wnat he wants to,” continued Harder. “He has that kind of 
ability.” 

Brandt is another big lineman who moves well. He runs a 
5.0 40. “When the lights go on we send him on the field. When 
they go off we bring him in,” said prep coach Dennis Pelisek. 
"He’s a very physical, hard-nosed player. “We didn’t have any- 
one who could single block him last year and we had an all- 
state guard.” 

Kreiger has that good upper body strength. He bench press- 
es 325 pounds. “He’s won some power lifting contest,” said 
coach Bob Bye. “He runs a 5.3 40 now but his foot speed 
should get better because he’s had knee problems in the past. 
He finished fifth in the state in wrestling. He had good 
technique.” 

Another lowa player who should be watched is fullback 
George Davis (6-1, 215, 4.7) of Des Moines Dowling. 

Missouri has been a paradise for recruiters over the past 
decade--particularly the St. Louis area. There’s some ques- 
tions about the upcoming crop. “Right now it looks like it may 
be mediocre,” said one recruiter. “There’s only a couple of 
players who really stand out and grab you now. This will 
change I’m sure once the season begins because they play 
such a high caliber of football.” 
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Two players everyone has been talking about are tackle 
Gerald Nichols (6-3, 235) of Hazelwood East and running back 
Thomas Rooks (6-2, 205) of St. Louis Lutheran. Nichols could 
either be a down lineman or an inside linebacker in college. 
He runs the 100 yard dash in 10.5. “Everyone has been talking 
about Gerald Nichols,” said Nebraska recruiting chief Jerry 
Pettibone. ”He’s a big, strong kid who is very agile.From the re- 
ports we get he’s also a very intelligent player.” 

Rooks rushed for 1,235 yards as a junior and scored 17 TD’s. 
One recruiter had the following opinion, “We look at film 
and we think he’s a great one. Our only doubts are about the 
quality of opposition he’s gone against.” Rooks has already 
been in touch with Missouri, lowa State, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas State, Colorado, Nebraska, Arkansas, USC, Illinois and 
Indiana. “He could also be a great outside linebacker,” said 
his coach Mike Russell. “| haven’t had anyone to compare 
with him. He has it all--size, speed and strength.” 

DeSmet coach Bob Christian raves about linebacker Tim 
Weber (6-2, 220, 4.8). So do some recruiters. 

”He’s in the same class with Tom Suntrup (former DeSmet 
linebacker who was a high school All-American but has been 
hampered in college with injuries). He does everything well. 
Every major school that has seen him has expressed interest. 

"He’s a super prospect because of his size and the way he 
moves. He also is a very fine offensive lineman. He wili be 
highly recruited,” Christian said. 

The best of the big linemen in Missouri could be Tim Heb- 
ron of St. Louis Vianney. He’s the one the coaches in the Big 
Eight area were talking about in the spring after watching 
film. Hebron is 6-5, 255 and runs a 5.3 40. He’s played defen- 
sive tackle, but will go both ways this season. “The colleges 
are all beating down the door. He has all of the tools. If he 
makes up his mind he can bea great one,” says Vianney coach 
Don Heeb. "Notre Dame, Pittsburgh and most of the teams 
from the Southeastern, Southwest and Big Eight Conferences 
have expressed interest.” 

One player who has gotten a mixed review is running back 
Ron Floyd of St. Louis CBC. There’s no rap against Floyd's 
ability. There’s a big concern about his size--5-9, 165. “I just 
don’t know how highly he’ll be recruited because of his size,” 
said a recruiter. 

Others to watch out for are split end-defensive back Rob- 
bie Minor (6-1, 185, 9.8) of Hazelwood East, defensive end 
Brad Tyrer (6-2, 180, 4.65) of Kansas City Rockhurst, center 
Tim Lueckenhoff (6-5, 240, 5.1) of Jefferson City Helias, and 
receiver Anthony Frazier (6-3, 175) of Springfield 
Greenwood. 

Before we close this year’s article, let’s take a look at some 
of last year’s Big Eight Magazine Schoolboy Superstars. Mak- 
ing All-American teams were Treye Jackson (lowa), Eddie 
Goodlow (Oklahoma State), Harvey Fields (Kansas), David 
Kniptash (Missouri), Ron Avery (Missouri), Tony Casillas 
(Oklahoma), Jarvis Hall (Arkansas), Marty Kobza (Arkansas), 
Mike Gann (Notre Dame), June James (Texas) and Tony 
Edwards (Texas). 

There were disappointments. The biggest may have been 
lineman Craig Hayes of Okmulgee, Okla. He was tabbed as a 
can’t miss prospect. But he did. Some say because he just 
didn’t work hard on the gridiron. 

There were others who were injured like quarterback 
Warren Seitz (Missouri) and running back Maurice Pearle 
(Kansas State). Both are expected to have good college 
careers. 

As for the new crop? Well, there are plenty of backs in Okla- 
homa. It will be a vintage crop in Nebraska. Kansas may have 
more prospects than it has had in the past decade. lowa has a 
group of big, raw-boned linemen. Colorado should have two 
or three players everyone will get excited about. And 
Missouri will produce its quota even though the preseason re- 
ports aren’t rave notices. 
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TOTAL OFFENSE 


National 
TEAM Ranking Team Att. Yds. Avg TD Avg. 
2 Nebraska 913 5576 6.1 59 506.9 
STATISTICS 3. Oklahoma 775 4954 6.4 50 450.4 
40 Missouri 814 4040 5.0 38 367.3 
76 lowa State 800 3575 4.5 28 325.0 
78 Colorado 813 3556 4.4 20 42} 3} 
96 Kansas 732 3339 4.6 22. 303.5 
119 Oklahoma State 803 3056 3.8 22 277.8 
131 Kansas State 704 2719 3.9 16 247.2 
TOTAL DEFENSE 
National 
Ranking Team Att. Yds. Avg. TD Avg. 
3 Nebraska 713 2300 322 10 209.1 
18 Missouri 748 2985 4.0 17 271.4 
22 lowa State 761 3018 4.0 24 274.4 
: 41 Oklahoma 760 3315 4.4 23 301.4 
RUSHING OFFENSE 64 Oklahoma State 796 3548 4.5 34 322.5 
86 Kansas 816 3793 4.6 26 344.8 
National Come 99 Kansas State 778 3901 5.0 25 354.6 
ree ko TL ater * | 138 Colorado 775 5108 6.6 61 464.4 
1 NU 739 4161 45 378.3 
2 OU 691 3961 48 360.1 
19 ISU 622 2610 24 237.3 
55 MU 539 2145 924 195.0 
59 KU 520 2079 «14 189.0 
62 CU 546 2054 «11 186.7 
107 OSU 539 1485 «13 135.0 
111 KSU 479-1445. 12 131.4 
LINEMAN BACKS 
PASSING OFFENSE Team Player OT MEAT Mec T-LOss 
Team Player Die VAT “TT T-LOSS ISU @sbome 50 17 67 2-5 
See rene Te in ee. «AB Butts 42 73 79 7-32 | ISU Amaud 19 16 35 6-43 
ISU McDonough 39 40 79 7-39 KSU Morris 46 21 68 6-34 
43 MU 151 275 9549 1895 1723] xsy Walker 56 48 104 24.126] Ksu Noralln ete oot EN 
70 OSU 122 264 19 42 1571 1428 KSU Clark 30 38 68 4-25 OSU Rockinsueez ss 86 «0-0 
75 CU 121 267 21 453 1502 1365] osy Prater 190e3a7, 656. 637 OSU fohnsont 260044 70. 1-7 
81 NU 102 174 6 462 1415 1286] osu Lewis 11390 650 5-22 CU Wood 45 49 94 2-5 
101 KSU 102 225 18 453 1274 1158] cy Parry 34 58 92 10-49 | cy Chase: at) “aa AO 
104 KU 98 212 15 462 1260 1145] cy Harrison 44 45 89 5-30 KU Tumpich 43 71 114 0-0 
we OU 3B 11 452 9938 903-| KY Fox 48 50 98 717 | KU Wattelet 25 39 64 28 
128 =ISU 7h 178" 9433)" °965 8771) KU Smith 52 39 91° 11-63 MU Potter 4 26 67 6-37 
MU Sally 34 32 66 # 6-27 MU Poe 400 12 Ae tte 
MU Ray 30 34 64 14-73 NU Gary 42°12 54 1-6 
RUSHING DEFENSE NU Williams 48 18 66 18112] NU Sims 26 15 62° 23 
NU Nelson 42557, 2151534 OU Haworth 24 8 3377 7 
National Game OU Turner 63 38 101 626 | OU Jimerson 21 11 32. 4-21 
Ranking Team Att. 1D Yds. Avg. OU Whaley Ziel ee7z6. 2-7 OU Songy 20. 12 eye tit) 
3. NU 454 950 7 34 | OU Lewis ADESSO 1-1 OU Sitton 16 13 29° 411 
41 MU 498 1595 an 145.0 UMBL ECOVERED 
63 OSU 563 1873 25 1703 | LINEBACKERS eu pres 3 os : 
Top OU T5108 © 1945.5 1768 "KU Horn 3 
83 = ISU 519 2012 18 182.9 Team Player ut AT TT T-LOSs oa inet 3 ee pee 3 
OAK 85725 » 21789 19 198.0 7 isher 4 ay 
TRIE SUT 560. = 2896 7 a ee eee ee, oto] CUR Wood 73" MUSHSally.. 93 
Tea) sCUNN 5620). 3493" | 45 3175 NU Williams 3 
KSU Cokeley 48 59 107 3-8 PASSES 
KSU Cole 52 49 101 2-17 
OSU Green 38.100)138; 6-31) (BROKEN UP PASS 
PASSING DEFENSE OSU Young 26;4020126 ~ —p.53)|| “Teer Phares No. INTERCEPTION 
cu Doolittle 38 76 114 5-11 ISU Crawford 8 Team Player No. 
Natrfl Game CU Humbel S55/Dy alo 4-11 ISU Brown 9 MU Whitaker 6 
Fee em comp (att, MBLC 1s Aw KU McNorton 51 81 132 410} OSU Green 8 NU Tumpich 5 
1 KU 75 15210 493 1005 91.4 KU Toburen 277 5615783, 2-4 OSU Rockins 10 MU Wright 5 
2 ISU 8 24211 35.5 1006 91.5 MU Dickey 74 56 130 4-6 CU Bynum 5 ISU Crawford 4 
23 NU 118 25914 456 1350 1227 MU Darkow 56 66 122 4-10 KU Tumpich 9 OSU Green 4 
28 OU 117 25022 468 1370 1245 NU Baker 31 28 $59 1-8 KU Miller 9 OSU Rockins 4 
3% MU 118 25023 47.2 1390 1264 NU Williams 29% 30759. 1-8 MU Potter 5 OSU Johnson 4 
70 CU 62 155 5 529 1615 1468 NU Damkroger 31 21 58 2-10 MU Whitaker 5 CU Wood 4 
70 KU 118 24412 484 1615 1468 OU Coast 52 59 111 2-10 NU Lewis 5 MU Poe 4 
Fi sQSU! 124» 23318) 53:2 1675 = 152.3 OU Reilly 43 49 92 6-19 OU  Songy 6 OU Lowell 4 
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TOTAL OFFENSE 


National 
Ranking Team Player 
23 MU Phil Bradley 
45 NU — Jeff Quinn 
59 OU J.C. Watts 
75 NU Jarvis Redwine 
84 ISU Dwayne Crutchfield 
99 KU Kerwin Bell 
100 KSU_ Darrell R. Dickey 
ISU John Quinn 
MU James Wilder 
KU Frank Seurer 
OU David Overstreet 
CU Charles Davis 
OU Stanley Wilson 
NU Roger Craig 
NU Andra Franklin 
FINAL SCORING 
National 
Ranking Team Player 
2 OU_ J.C. Watts 
6 NU Roger Craig 
42 MU_ Ron Verrili 
45 ISU Dwayne Crutchfield 
45 NU Jarvis Redwine 
45 NU Kevin Seibel 
62 OU George Rhymes 
72 MU_ James Wilder 
78 ISU Alex Giffords 
80 OU Michael Keeling 


PUNT RETURNS 


Player No. Yds 
Liegl 28 224 


Crawford 16 113 


Banks 1246 
Campbell 22 117 
Whitaker iz” 333 
Brown 14 65 
Morrill 20 74 


Ward PPS ts} 


Wagoner 13" 325 
PASSERS 


Player 
Quinn 
Watts 
Bradley 
Smith 
Nutt 
Dickey 
Quinn 
Traver 
Davis 
Suerer 
Kingdom 


ALL-PURPOSE RUNNERS 


National 
Ranking Team 
32. NU 
46 ISU 
597 “OU 
73 OSU 
77 MU 
81 «ISU 
93 KSU 
98 CU 
KU 
LEADING 
National 
Ranking Team 
NU 
OU 
23 MU) 
KU 
OSU 
72 KSU 
ISU 
OSU 
CU 
KU 
CU 
National 
Ranking Team 
14 NU 
18 =ISU 
29. KU 
62 MU 
73, OU 
rd Tel) 
OU 
CU 
OU 
NU 


Player 
Redwine 
Crutchfield 
Bell 
Wilder 
Rhymes 
Olander 
Overstreet 
Stanley 
Wilson 
Craig 


130 THE BIG EIGHT 


TD Avg. 
0 8.0 
07.1 
063 
053 
049 
046 
037 
034 
019 


Total Play 
Attn. Net Att. Yds. Yds. 
88 118 242 1632 1750 
108 348 157 1337 1685 
161 663 78 905 1568 
156 1119 0 O41 
284 1312 0 Or nstzZ 
228 1114 0 oO 1114 
58 108 168 1004 1112 
100 272 153 835 1107 
172 839 0 Q 839 
51 18 146 797 779 
96 «678 0 0 678 
114 395 74 430 825 
120 656 0 O 656 
108 769 0 0 769 
120 678 0 O 678 
Field 
TD PAT Goals Pts. 
18 0 0 108 
15 0 O 90 
0; 34 lilt 167, 
11 0 O 66 
9 0 QO 54 
0 48 Sy) UGE! 
10 0 0 60 
L] 0 O 54 
D.) 28 10. "59 
0 45 a 4 


INTERCEPTION RETURNS 


National 


Comp. 
96 
35 

132 
33 
43 
80 
69 
46 
33 
64 
45 


15 
27 
34 
66 
79 
79 
79 
79 


Game 
Avg. 
175.0 
153.2 
142.5 
124.3 
119.3 
111.4 
111.2 
100.6 
83.9 
77.9 
75.3 
75 
72.9 
69.9 
61.6 


Game 
98 
8.2 
61 
6.0 
6.0 
57 
Dip 
5.4 
5.4 
49 


Ranking Team Player G No. Yds. TD 
MU. Whitaker 11 6 281 
MU_ Wright 10) 5555 THO 
KU Tumpich 11 Sn t2.0 
MU Poe 10), 945 320 
CU Wood 1 4 1230 
OU Lowell 11 4 760 
ISU Crawford 11 41 5370 
OSU Johnson 11 4 440 
OSU Rockins 11 4 350 
OSU Greene 11 a! 2"0 

Had Yds. Per 

Pct. Int. TD Yds Atl 

6115 6 14 1337 8.52 
4487 10 2 905 11.60 
5455 8 12 1632 6.74 
51.56 4 3 448 7.00 
51.81 6 3 574 6.92 
4762 10 4 1004 5.98 
45.10 6 4 835 5.46 
4646 10 3 619 6.25 
44.59 9 4 430 5.81 
438 11 ay) VALVE 5.46 
39 82 By 3) 619 5 48 
Rush = Rec PR KOR Yds. Yds. PG 
1119 67 0 0 1186 1318 
1312 = 87 0 0.1399 127.2 
1114 65 0 0 1179 117.9 
839 105 0 O 944 944 
659 70 0 283 1012 92.0 
611 83 0 245 939 854 
678 = 80 O O 758 842 
233 138 1 468 840 840 
656 5 0 661 742 
769 0 0 35 804 731 


LEADING RUSHERS 


National 


Ranking 
5 
10 
13 
39 
56 
60 
66 
95 


Team Player 

NU Redwine 
ISU Crutchfield 
KU Bell 

MU Wilder 
OU Overstreet 
OU Wilson 
NU Craig 

NU Franklin 
OU Watts 
OU Rhymes 
OSU Smith 
CU Olander 
KSU Brown 
OSU Anderson 
MU_ Hill 

NU Johnson 
ISU Gillis 

CU Davis 
OU Winters 
OSU Taylor 


Att. 


Net. 


1561119 
156 1119 
228 1312 


172 
96 


LEADING RECEIVERS 


Team 


OSU 


Player 
Campbell 
Fellows 
Verser 
Brown 
Gibler 
Ward 
Liebe 
Hill 

Blair 
Wilder 
Finn 
Brown 
Ingram 
Black 
Stanley 
Lorenzen 
Hawkins 
Kennaw 


) Coleman 


Grayson 


PUNTING 


National 
Ranking 


6 

12 
23 
26 
40 
63 
93 


Team Player 

KU Scribner 
MU Brockhaus 
KU Birdsey 
CU Woods 
OU Keeling 
OSU Neal 

ISU Miller 


FIELD GOALS 


National 
Ranking 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Team Player 

MU Verrilli 
ISU Giffords 
KU Kallmeyer 
OSU Ankersen 
NU _ Seibel 
KSU Jackson 
OU Keeling 
CU Field 


National 


Ranking 
18 


Team Player 


CU Stanley 


No. 
19 


839 
678 
656 
769 
678 
663 
659 
613 
611 
575 
438 
425 
379 
378 
395 
370 
326 


Yds. 
468 


Play 
Avg. 
7.2 


Game 
Avg. 
124.3 


7.2 124.3 


46 
49 
71 
5.5 
71 
57 
41 
Tah 
39 
47 
3.5 
43 
3.8 
5.3 
5.3 
35 
47 
3.4 


< 
a 

a ». 
SUN bNG 


o 
jo) 


Ww 
-P=Ooj-CCRP ON HRPUH KH WH 


64 2 


TD 
1 


119.3 
83.9 
75:3 
rests) 
69.9 
61.6 
60.2 
59.9 
55.7 
55.5 
52.3 
39.8 
38.6 
37.9 
37.8 
35.9) 
33.6 
32.6 


Avg. 
24.6 
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FOOTBALL ‘SI! | FOOTBALL 1981—ONLY 69¢ AN ISSUE 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED | 200/<2versthe football season ket, America’s national sports week! 
| 
| Pte at 
AND | ccheckore. [130 []40 []52 C60 [100 
aM | as 
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issues of SI for the low basic subscription rate of 69¢ anissue...less than 
half the $1.50 cover price. 


Mr./Ms. 
(please print) | 


Address Apt. No. 


City State/Province Zip/Post Code 


CiPaymentenclosed (| Bill me later $ 60790 


Where no term is indicated, the minimum will be served. S| is published weekly except for two issues 
combined in one at year-end and occasional special issues, This rate includes postage and is good 
‘only in theUS. and Canada. 
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FOOTBALL 4981 —ONILY 69¢ AN ISSUE 


Nobody covers the football season like SI, America’s national sports weekly! 


(heckone. [130 []40 []52 [60 []100 


issues of SI for the low basic subscription rate of 69¢ an issue...less than 
half the $1.50 cover price. 


Mr./Ms___. 

(pidase print 

Address Apt. No. 

City - State/Province — Zip/Post Code 


(CiPaymentenclosed (JBillmelater s 60790 
Where no term is indicated, the minimum will be served. S! is published weekly 


¥ except for two | issues combined in one at year-end and occasional special issues 
, This rate includes postage and is good only in the U.S. and Canada. 
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INSIDE The Blue Chips” Exclusive National 
Collegiate Recruiters Report.” The communications 
vehicle for high school athletes and The Blue Chip 
Bureau; from October through national signing date. 


¢ Volume | - The national outlook on Supers to watch. 

¢ Volume Il - The Bureau sounds off. Coaches comment 

on the national crop. 

e Volume Iil - The All-American Freshman Team plus the 
best senior performances on the high school gridiron. 

* Volume IV - The Gold List: The top 200 can’t miss 
prospects-Player Profiles. “Down to the wire” pre- 

signing issue plus where they are leaning. 

¢ Volume V - National Football Signing Issue. 


¢ Volume VI - National basketball and wrestling signing 
results. 


6 issues $18.00 (add $6.00 for ist class postage.) 
TOTAL PACKAGE $22.00 (Add $6.00 for ist class postage) 
Subscribe to INSIDE starting in October 


Don’t miss 
RECRUITING 
SEASON! 


INSIDE The Blue Chips” Exclusive National 
Collegiate Recruiters Report.” The communications 
vehicle for high school athletes and The Blue Chip 
Bureau; from October through national signing date. 


¢ Volume | - The national outlook on Supers to watch. 

* Volume Il - The Bureau sounds off. Coaches comment 
on the national crop. 

¢ Volume Ill - The All-American Freshman Team plus the 
best senior performances on the high school gridiron. 

¢ Volume IV - The Gold List: The top 200 can’t miss 
prospects-Player Profiles. ‘Down to the wire” pre- 
signing issue plus where they are leaning. 


- e Volume V - National Football Signing Issue. 
Don’t miss 


sess} Volume VI - National basketball and wrestling signing 
RECRUITING) —* a2 Sams results. 
SEASON! ea — 


Se 1 eee 6 issues $18.00 (add $6.00 for 1st class postage.) 


TOTAL PACKAGE $22.00 (Add $6.00 for ist class postage) 
Subscribe to INSIDE starting in October 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
FOLLOW THE BLUE CHIPS 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
COLLEGE RECRUITING 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP (We must have Zip Code to insure delivery) 


Make checks payable to: FOOTBALL ENTERPRISES INC. 
Post Office Box 20688 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
FOLLOW THE BLUE CHIPS 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
COLLEGE RECRUITING 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP (We must have Zip Code to insure delivery) 


Make checks payable to: FOOTBALL ENTERPRISES INC. 
Post Office Box 20688 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156 


if FOOTBALL ENTERPRISES, INC. 
J Make checks payable to: Football Enterprises, Inc. 
P.O. Box 20688 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156 


OC YES, please send me all 8 publications described below: 
THE BLUE CHIPS 1982 edition,and 6issues of INSIDE The 
Blue Chips 1981-82; and THE BIG EIGHT football 
magazine, July, 1982 edition. A $27.00 value for $25.00. 

(1 THE BLUE CHIPS, Spring, 1982. “The National Recruiting 
Magazine of Collegiate Athletics.” $4.00. 


€- INSIDE The Blue Chips, 1981-82. 6 issues beginning in late 
October. $18.00 (Add $6.00 for 1st class postage.) 

CO THE BIG EIGHT FOOTBALL Magazine, July, 1982, edition, 
145 pages, full color pre-season edition, $4.95. 


GUARANTEE: If you should ever become dissatisfied with any of our 
publications, write for a prompt and full cash refund on all 
undelivered issues—no questions asked. Payment must accompany 
this form. 


9 FOOTBALL ENTERPRISES, INC. 
| Make checks payable to: — Enterprises, Inc. 


.O. Box 20688 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156 


C YES, please send me all 8 publications described below: 
THE BLUE CHIPS 1982 edition,and 6issues of INSIDE The 
Blue Chips 1981-82; and THE BIG EIGHT football 
magazine, July, 1982 edition. A $27.00 value for $25.00. 

(€ THE BLUE CHIPS, Spring, 1982. “The National Recruiting 
Magazine of Collegiate Athletics.” $4.00. 

— INSIDE The Blue Chips, 1981-82. 6 issues beginning in late 
October. $18.00 (Add $6.00 for 1st class postage.) 

CO THE BIG EIGHT FOOTBALL Magazine, July, 1982, edition, 


145 pages, full color pre-season edition, $4.95. 


GUARANTEE: If you should ever become dissatisfied with any of our 
publications, write for a prompt and full cash refund on all 
undelivered issues—no questions asked. Payment must accompany 
this form. 


LINCOLN PLAZA INN & CONFERENCE CENTER 


Host For All Big Eight Home Games 


LINCOLN PLAZA_INN IS A MQBIL 4-STAR ****xAND AAA 4-DIAMOND @@@@ HOTEL 


All of the luxurious amenities of an award-winning hotel For your dining and dancing pleasure, visit the renowned 
await you at Lincoln Plaza Inn. The ultra-modern 7-story Prime Rib Restaurant and Governors Club. Famous 
hotel houses 335 rooms, 14 fully equipped for the hand- throughout the years for Roast Prime Rib Of Beef, they 
icapped. All rooms are fireproof and soundproof, provide also serve the choicest of Steaks, Seafoods and Savory 
color TV, oversize beds and individual climate control. Specialties. Conveniently located on Lincoln Boulevard 


just off of |-240 and Highway 66. 


FOR TOLL FREE RESERVATIONS CALL 1-800-522-8034 OKLAHOMA, 1-800-654-8419 OTHER STATES 


OKLAHOMA’S PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE CENTER 
IS LOCATED IN THE FABULOUS LINCOLN PLAZA FORUM 
ie Te 5 = 
aan 
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The facility includes 51 meeting rooms for groups of 15 to 1500, so you have a wide selection to meet your specific needs. 
The training and conference rooms were designed by experts and provide every facility for smooth-running training 
sessions. Each is equipped with audio visual projection and control area, high intensity lighting, individually controlled 
heating and air conditioning systems, and three rooms feature tiered seating for 45, 85 and 600 persons on 8 levels. 
In-house video equipment and technicians are available. 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION CALL SALES 405/528-2741 


LINCOLN PLAZA INN & CONFERENCE CENTER 


4445 LINCOLN BOULEVARD e OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73105 
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